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HERCULES FURENS. 



AHPHTTRTO. 

Who among mortals knows not Amphitrjo of Argos^ the 
sharer of Jove's nuptial bed,' he whom once on a time AlcseuSy 
the son of Perseus^ begot, the father of Hercules? Who pos- 
sessed this country of Thebes ; where the earth-born crop of 
sown heroes sprung forth, of whose race Mars preserved a 
small number, who with children of their children people the 
dtj of Cadmus.' Hence (was) sprung Creon, son of Me- 
nasceus, the ruler of this land. And Creon becomes the father 
of this Megara, at whose nuptiab' erst the whole Cadmean 
people shouted in tunc with ti.d flute, when the renowned 
Hercules conducted her into my house. But my son, having 
left Thebes, where I was settled, and this [my daughter] 
Megara, and his kindred, he chose to inhabit the Argive walls 
and Cyclopean city,^ from which I take flight, having slain 
Electryon. But wishing to alleviate my woes, and to dwell 
in his own country, he offers, as a great recompence to Eurys- 
theus'for my retiurn, to render the land safe fh»n pests» 
whether being subdued by the goad of Juno^ or under the 
influence of fate. And through the rest of his labours be 
toiled ; and at last he went down to [the house of] Hades^ 
through the mouth of Taenarus, to bring the triple^bodied 

I WoodhoU oomparet PUut Ampliit t. 1, 72, '^ Pol me hiud pcMitst 
Scilicet boni dimidium mihi dividere cum Jore." 

* CC 795, ^waprAv—XSxo^t tc 7^^ rinm^ ricvo<c furafuifku 

* Read fc with Reiike. 

* An inrerttd fonn of ezprenion, for **the Cjclopetn walls of the citj 
tf Argot.'* 
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4 HBBCULBS TUBENflL 

Immd into the HglU ; finom whence he oomes not beck. But 
tliere if an old story aaaong the Cadmeienfl^ that Ljcoa^ the 
hoabend of Diioe» once waf mler over this dtj of seren 
^tower% before that 2Sethos and AmphioOy the twins with 
'white steeds» the descendants of Jore^ lorded it over the 
land. His son [Ljeosl caDed bj the same name as his 
Inther, not being a Cadmean* [bj birth], but coming fhxn 
£aboBa» sk js Creon, and baring slain him, swa js the land, 
fidling upotk this dtj while un&r a seditioo, Bot the rela- 
tionship united to Creoo has^astt seemsi become the greatest 
eriltome. For while my son is in the recesses of tlM earth, 
this glorious* mler of this land, Ljens, desires to destroy the 
children of Hercules, slaying them and his wife too^ that he, 
wtMj eztingnish one morder by another, and me too^ — if in- 
deed it is fitting to qieak of me, myself among men, a useless 
old man,— lest at some time these bqjs, coming toman's estate, 
•boold aTenge their maternal grandsire's deiUh. But I, (for 
my son leaves me in this dwelling, as the careful guardian of 
his children, when he descended into the murky gloom of the 
earth,) together wjth their mother, lest the descendants of 
Hercoles should perish, am sitting at this altar of Jove the 
Preser ver, which my noble son reared as a memorial of his 
▼ictorioos spear, having subdued the Minjae. And, destitute 
of all things, of food, of drink, of raiment, we are keeping 
this sitting, placing our backs upon the bare ground. For 
we sit, barred out from dwellings, in want of the means of 
aafetj. Bot of friends some I perceive are not sure friends ; 
while thej that are sure friends are unable to render assistance. 
Soch a thing is misfortune to men, which never may any one, 
who is even moderately well disposed towards me, encounter, 
[seeing it is] a most unerring test of friends.^ 

Megasa. Oh ! thou old man, who once didst take the city 
of the Taphians, having with renown led the arms of the Cad- 
m^^nfj how oncertain is the will of the Gods to men ! For 
neither in respect to my father have I been unfortunate, 



* BectoM bon daring h» ikUicr't UakhmcBl al EoUn. 8«e Barnas 
WoodkalL 

* Tbit it Mid iroaialij. Or else we mnei read cKm4c, " new/* with 
tad Elmelej. 

The seoMsliTe Oayx^ doee not reUte to iv^wpmlUt^ bot to a eop« 
iaftatltve, 9w9Wfmlim^ v^ac*^*'* Elmslst. 
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vsonoeTaimted great becaiue of lufl wealthy poesessing 
iwaj»(thnNigh the lofve for which are long spears aimed at 
ate persoDSy } and possessing children ; and he gave me 
son, haying united me as the noble wife of Hercules.* 
low those things have departed in death. But I and 
ddman, are almt to die, and these the scms of Hercules, 
, crouching down, I guard, as a bird does a brood under 
ings. But thej bj turns come questioning me, '^O 
r, qpeak, where on the earth is mj father gone ? 
is he doing? When will become? And decieiYed 
theb sad state] through their youth, thqr seek their 
nd I change the theme^ comforting them with words. 
! marrd, when the doors creak, and each one starts up, 
ley may fall at their fiither^s knee. Now, therefore, what 
KT way of safe^ dost thou disoorer, old man; fortothee 
? For neither can we privily pass the boundaries of 
id, for guards^ more powerful than us, are at the ouUets ; 
re there any longer hopes of safe^ for us in friends. 
IS then in cnmmnn, what opinion you entertain, lest 
be ready at hand, but we^ being feeble, lengthen out 

PH. O daughter, in no wise is it easy to give advice 

ly in such a state of things, hastening without trouble.^^ 

0. Dost thou lack aught of grie( or art thou so fond 

? 

PH. I both r^CMce in Hfe^ and cherish hopes. 

0. And L But <»ie should not look for things not to 

ked for, old man. 

PH. In delay there is wont to be remedy for ills. 

0. But the intervening time, being grievous, enaws me. 
PH. O daughter, an auspicious gale may waft [us] out of 
svils present to me andUiee, and my son and thy husband 
Bt return. But keepquiet, and dry up the tear-founts flow- 
* thy children, and console them with words, beguiling 
though sad the cheat, with tales. For the disa^ers of 

e eoostmctiofi it most inregaUr. With I^Mct m must undtrttiBd 
"ooi Tt. 63. The rqpular expttmom would ha^y been : o^' tic 
, o^ ic v^y, M remarked by Matthis, 

1. ii^t f^ tfoytly iroluop ivroc )^^vey /if c^ywyity. Dm Doar. 
ttkJc is ezpUined oj the words dvn vi^vw, and «vo«Ja#. iw, 
ii OM of those ozjmofioosia which Saripidss delimits. Mattbub. 
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mmnkind are woot to ceiM, and the blasts of winds have not 
•Iwmjs the (same) riolence, and the fortunate are not fortunate 
tbroaghoaty for all things undergo a change, and stand apart 
from each other. But best is ^t man, who ever relies on 
iftope* bat to despair is the part of a base man. 

Cho. Besting for support on a staff, I have come to the roofed 
dwdlingi^ and the chambers of tlie age^" like the white swan, 
tlie bard of grieroos dirges, a mere word, and dim-visaged 
phantom of nightlj dreams,^' tremulous indeed, yet with. good 
'wjXL O (atherless children, of jour sire, O old man, and 
tlioa toQ^ hapless mother, who bemoanest tliy husband in the 
dwellings of Ilades. Wearj not yourselves, letting go your 
foot and tired ankle, like a yoke-bearing steed up a rockj 
steppe^" bearing the weight of his foot, driven in a waggon. 
Take hold of the hands and garments [of me, an old man] 
whose weak footstep is failing ; and do thou aged escort me 
ftged, thou with whom, while young, in the toils of equals, 
there were fellow-shields (and) young spears, I ^* no disgrace 
to our most glorious country. Sec I how the terrible-looking 
beams from the eyes [of thcde children] are like their sire's ; 
but yet misfortune has not failed from these children, nor is 
their beauty gonc.*^ O Greece, of what, ah ! of wliat allies 
n-ilt thou be deprived, after having destroyed these ! But [1 
cease], fur I behold Lycus, the ruler of this land, passing near 
to this dwelling. 

Ltcus. I ask, if I may, the father and wife of Hercules ; 
but since indeed I am your nuu»tcr, I may ask what I will. 
For what period do ye seek to prolong life ? What hope or 
defence do ye perceive, that ye should not die? Do ye be- 

" i. e. the hoiuc of AmphiUyun and Alcmcna. 

" 'llicM eipmsions ifler to the old mm thcnmoWcfl. Cf. i£sch. Ag. 
02. With iot^jma yv€. hvtipitv, compArc lice. 73, twvxoy vir'ic . . . . ^«' 
kvi^mv. For tna below, xt, 239, ov^jy ovra rX^v yXwovtiQ }{/6^ov. 

** I think licrma&n is richt in reading iCaviKrcCt ^^d I have followed 
his cooatniini:. But the whole pawafc is ftir from lAtiafactory. In the 
(ollawing Unci I haTc followed Dobree. 

** The eoOBtnictioQ teema to b« : TJpwv — y t6 ir. iy t/X. wovotc viyi 
[•vn] Ivr^y wrt iww, iopara via. The more aimple mode of e aprek* 
ftina would have been yioc >^r ^vyiyy. With va. 126, cf. Dacch. 185, 
•ifTvv #v /Mt Tipwr yipottri. 

^ Thia aa Terr clumailj eapmaed. Diiidorf moat happily readt, o^/c. 
4wf riamtm, OvJ* iwixirmt X'P*C- T^ ^^ gaKmrvx^t •*' itXiXiwtv, 
Tke vevMS oa|kl evidenU j to change placea. 
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liere thai the father of these children, who liea in Hadea, will 
return ? Since ye lift up jour grief h^ond what is proper, 
since it must needs he that ye die; thou indeed haying thrown 
out empty hoasts through Greece^ how that Joye heing thj fel- 
low in nuptialsi begat a new God: and thou, that thou wert call- 
ed the yme of the greatest of heroes. Now what migh^ deed 
has been achieyed bj your husband, eyen if he destroyed and 
slew the hydra of the marshes, or the Nemean wild beast, whom 
haying caught in toiL% he says he killed by the strangling grap- 
plings of his arm ? Do ye contest it out with [me] through 
such exploits? Is it for such tilings that the ^ildren of 
Hercules must not die ; whc^ being nothing, got the reputa- 
tion for yalour, in war with wild heists; but) for the rest, was 
of no prowess i who neyer wore a shield on his left arm, nor 
encountered the spear, but equipped with a bow, that most 
cowardly weapon, waa well preptfed for flight But bow and 
arrows are no prooft of a manii yalour; but he [is the braye 
man] who^ abiding still, keeps an eye and looks undaunted 
upon the swift cut furrow of the spear, haying taken his station. 
But my intent, old man, has nothing of ruthlessness, but of 
forethought; for I know that I slew CSreon, the father of this 
woman, and possess his throne. I do net, therefore, wish, 
these beinff tnined up^ to leaye them the ayengers for what I 
hayedoneJ* 

Axpn. Let Joye assert the cause of his own son. But as 
fbr me^ O Hercules, it ia my care in your behalf to eyinoe by 
arguments the foUy of this man in respect to you ; for one 
must not pennit to near your qpoken ill oL First, indeed, the 
charge not to be spoken, (an^ thy cowardice^ O Hercules, 
I deeini amongst things not to be spoken,) it behuyes me to 
remoye fttxn tbee^ wiui the Gods as witnesses. But I would 
fidn appeal to Joye*s thunder and four steeds, mounted oa 
which he^ haying fixed the winged darts in the flanks of the 
earth-boni giants^ celebrated his yictoiy with the Gods ; and 
of the-foor-kgged yannting race of Um centaurs, going to 
Pholoe^ ask thou, thebasestw kings, what man they would judge 
the best f whether it would not be my son, whom you say (only) 



* Tto it awiC chMMQy •xpr w ied. Diadocf voold radryk^fMi m 
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to he. But if joa asked of EabcBtn Diq>h78^i^ who 
trmined tfaea up, it would not prmise thee; for there is not 
irbere^ haTing done an j good deed, thoa cooldat call thy 
ooontr^ to witness. Bat joa find faolt with that all-wise 
inveotioo, the equipment of archeiy. Listen now to my words, 
and be wise. A man in heavy armour is the slave of his 
weapons^ and fjoined] with those who are in rank, not being 
farave^ himself Is wont to perish through the cowardice cmF those 
close at hand; and having broken his spear, he has nonght 
wherewith to ward off deiUh from his person, having one de- 
lenoealooe. But as many as possess ahand skilled in archery, 
to them there is one excellent point ; having discharged ten 
thousand arrows against others, a man can defend his body, 
so that he die not ; but standing aloo( he wards off the ene- 
my, wounding those who can see with unseen shafts ; and he 
does not expose his own body to the enemy, but is on a good 
guard. Now this is wise in battle, to do the enemy most 
harm, but to preserve one's own person, not hurrying forth *^ at 
random.^* These words, indeed, have a different bent to yours 
oooceming the subject in hand; but wherefore dost tbou 
wish to slay these children ? What have they done to thee ? 
In one thing I deem thee wise, if thou, thyself being base, 
dost fear the descendants of the best of men. But, neverthe- 
less, this is grievous to us, if we must die for thy cowardice' 
sake,*-« (ate which it were meet for you to suffer at the hands 
of us, your betters, if Jove had a just mind towards us. If then 
thou thyself wouldst fain possess the sceptre of this land, let 
us depart out of the land as fugitives; but do nothing by 
violence, or thou wilt suffer violence when the deity shall 
chance to change the gale against thee. Alas ! O land of 
Cadmus (for I will go against thee, uttering words of re- 
proach). Is this your defence of Hercules and his children ? 
who, coming singly to battle with all the Minyie, caused 
Thebes to uplift the eye of freedom. Nor do I commend 
Greece, nor will I ever endure to keep silence, from finding 
most base towards my son [that Greece], which ought to 



" Abas was one of ih» ancient names of EuboMU 
" One would rather expect mpi$^fuv9¥c, as Mr. Barge* remarks. 
" Or, as Hermann iaterpcela, " noo coDsisteniem eitra ttationcm a 
ibrtsaa oUatam." 
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bring for these Toung ooei^ fire^ Hwen» anDS^ as % ie» 
tani for the purifiestioQ of ibe sea* and land, for die sake 
of which he toiled. Bat in these mattery duUien, neither 
the citj of the Thebans nor Greece aids joa ; hot je look to 
me^ a weak inendy who am nothing hot the soond of a toDgoe. 
For the stxength I once possessed has left me ; and thnmgh 
old age mj limbs are trembling and n^ strength fiuling; But 
were I a joong man, and still in poasessioQ of bodity strength, 
I would, snatfthing a sword, hare made this man's jeQoiw 
locks Uoodj, so that through cowardice he would have fled 
bqrood the Atlantic boonds*^ from n^ sword. 

Cho. Is it not true that the good among mortals possess 
an occsaion for discourse^ though one may he slow to ^>eak? 

Ltcus. Tlioa indeed dost ^ak against as with the worda 
in which thoa towerest ap thjsdf ; bat I win reqoite thee eriDj 
to retnm forth J words. Go^ some [of ye] to Helicon, some to 
Fkmassos^Tale^andbidwoodmengoandf^fiiggotsofoak; and 
when they are borne into the city, haying heaped wood aroond 
the altar, so as to sarroond it,* bom and consome the bodiea 
of them all, that they may learn that it is not the dead who 
sways this land, bat that it is I, at the present time. Bat 
yoa old m^i, being opposed to my will, shsll not moom aoJj 
the children of Hercales, bat also the fortanes of yoor hooae^ 
when it shaU safier sooiething, and ye shall remember that ye 
are the sUres of my sway. 

Cho. O offi^ffing of the earth, whom Mars once sowed, 
haying denoded of its teeth the sayage jaw of the dragon, will 
ye not aplift yoor stafi, the saf^Mrts of yoor right handa^ 
and make bloody the impioos head of tins man, who^ noi 
being a Cadmeian, roles oyer these yoaths, the basest of 
aliens ? Bat thoo shah neyer haye mastery oyer me with 
imponity, nor shalt thoo possess what I haye toiled for, 
labooring mnch with my hands; bat going thither from 
whence thoo camest, act the tyrant ; for, wh^ I am Hying^ 
thoo ne'er shalt kill the chfldren of Hereoles ; nor is he so 
long hidden beneath the earth, haying left his children. For 
yoo indeed haye been the rain of tins land ; bat he, haying 
benefited it, obtains not what is worthy. And am I a bosy* 

* On Um tzploiti of Hcfcnkt by tta c£^ Meifnyt. 
« CI U^ipoLa* witk MoBk't sou. 

* la order to foret tht sapfUaafti tnm tht altBr. Sot BanMiL 
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Voi7« Vee&nae I ACt well towards my deceased firienda at a 

lamb ^\i«rre there la greatest need of friends? O right han^ 

Ymut doat thoo crmTe to seise the spetur; hut in thy weakness 

lost til J deaire ! For I would have stopped Uiee calling 

•la^e, and I would have dwelt with renown in this land 

oC TWibea^ in which thoa art rqjoidng. But a city has 

wA good thoaghtSi labooring under a sedition and evil 

eonnsda. For nerer otherwiae would it have owned thee as 

iu master. 

Meg. Old men, I commend 70a ; for 'tis meet that friends 
ahoold entertain jnat indignation on behalf of their friends. 
Bat do not ye si^er aught wrathful with jronr masters on 
our account But hear mj opinion^ Amphitryon if I seem 
to thee to saj anj thing [inselj]. I lore mj children— for 
how should I not love thosc^ whom I bore and toiled for ?— 
And to die I deem a dreadful thing. Tet do I hold that mor- 
tal foolishy who striTes against the stress of necessi^. But 
ainoe we needs must die, it behoves us to die, not wasted 
awaj bj fire, furnishing laughter to our enemies, which to me 
is a greater evil than death ; for we owe much honour to our 
house. Thou indeed a fair renown in warfare hath possessed ; 
so that 'tis not to be endured that thou shouldst die under the 
imputation of cowardice ; but mj husband, even without 
witoes% is of such fair renown, that he would not wish to 
aave these children, having obtained a bad repute ; for the 
noble ill bear to contend with baseness on behalf of their 
children,^ and the example of mj husband must not be re- 
jected bj me. But consider thy grounds of hope, as far as I can 
reckon. Thou thinkest thy son will return from below ^ the 
earth. And who of the dead haa ever returned from Hades ? 
But [perhaps thou hopest] that we nuiy soften this man with 
entreaties. By no means ; it behoves one to avoid a froward 
enemy ; but to yield to the wise and well trained ; for more 
easily, offering friendly words, will you meet with pity. And 
already it haa occurred to me, whether we could obtain a 
eoounutatioo of the fate of these children to exile.** But this 
also is sad, to invest oneself with safety together with pitiable 
poverty ; since they say that the (aces of hosto present but for 

« " iVOrg mfr9 finmi ff VkmU / i ^ u ^n mn im , igiUir qua in Uberot 



»«if. XXoHLDiiin. • UtmUy, **be|(^«i^*' 
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one daj a pleasant look for fugitive friends.^ Endure with us 
death, which nevertheless awaits thee. I call upon th j noble- 
ness, old man ; for whosoever is eager to trjr to escape from 
misfortunes sent b j the Gods, is in his eagerness foolii^ For 
what must be, no one will ever make so that it must not be. 

Cho. K any one had insulted thee while my arms were 
strong, he would easilj have ceased. But now we are 
nought ; and 'tis for thee henceforward to consider how thoa 
wilt endure thj fortunes, Amphitrya 

Ampu. Neither cowardice nor the desire of life hinders me 
from dying ; but I wish to preserve the children for mj son. 
But I seem vainly to desire impossible things. See, this neck 
id ready for the sword, to pierce, to slay, to hurl down from a 
rock. But grant us one favour, O king, we beseech thee. 
Kill me and this wretched woman before the children, that 
we may not behold (accursed sight I) the children brealhine 
their last, and calling upon their mother, and their mother^ 
father. But do the rest, as you have the will ; for we have 
no defence, so as not to die. 

Meg. And I beseech thee to add a favour to this favour, 
that you, being one, may render us both a double office. Do 
thou, having opened [the doors of] the house, permit me to put 
upon the children the ornaments of the dead, (for we are now 
shut out,) that they may obtain this at least from the house 
of their sire. 

Ltc. These things shall be. I bid the domestics open the 
bolts. Going within, bedeck yourselves; I grudge not garments. 
But when ye have thrown the garments round your bodies, 
I will come to you, and give [you] to the nether world. 

Meg. O children, follow the hapless step of your mother 
into your ancestral dwelling, where others possess our sub* 
stance, though our name is still in existence. 

Ampq. O Jove, truly in vain have I possessed thee for a 
partner in my nuptials, and in vain indeed have I been called 
the father of thy son.*^ But thou wast certainly less a friend 
than thou didst seem. I, being a mortal, surpass in virtue 
thee, a mighty God. For I did not betray the childrea of 

* SeeMatUiiK. 

" The common retding ii hopelen, tnd I haTe therefore* tmulatcd 
Ueiake'i emeadalion, waMc ee^ yeyi^ i«XfC^/u|y, which Dindorf teems 
to approre* 
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ftreamof Hebnu» tofling for the M7oeiiiaiitjTiiit»tkagB»- 
lioo*i stnndbj the mouth of AnannM. And he pot to OMth 
Cjcniu, the murderer ot his gaests^ the imnoriil inhahhant 
of Amphanaea; and he went to the harmonioas njmpha and 
the Hesperian retreat, in order to plnck with hia hand the 
golden fruit from the apple-hearing hooghsi'' hanng dsin 
the awarthj-hacked dragon, who^ wreathing hia Taat cciia 
oroond [the tree],** kept gnard. And he entmd the reeenea 
of the ocean deep^ forming a calm for mortala** with hia oan^ 
and beneath the mid-ward seat of hearen he plied hia hands^ 
coming to the hoose oi Atlas^ and hj his might he supported 
the starrr-Tisaged dwelling ot the Gods.** And through the 
waves of the Euxine he came to die equestrian host of Ifaa 
Amazons, around Masotis of man j streams, (assembling ererj 
troop of friends from Greece,) [in quest of] the gold-deeked 
vestment of the robe of the warlike girl,'' the dei^j hunting 
after the belt [of Mars]. But Greece received the gkriona 
spoils of the barbarian maid, and treasured them up at My- 
I cense. And the murderous dog of Lema, with its ten thou- 
sand heads, the hydra, he burnt up, and plied on all ndes with 
the darts with. which he slew the triple-bodied herds-man of 
Erytheia.* And through the prospering honours of other 
courses he ran. He sailed into teairful Hades, aa an end of 
his toils, where wretched he concludes his life, nor has he re- 
turned again. And his house is bereft of friends ; the bark 
of Charon awaits the godless, unjust journey of his children 
from life, [a journey] m>m whence there is no return ; and the 
house looks to the luuids of you who are absent. But if I were 
young in strength, and brandished the spear in war, and [such 
Were] my fellow-youthn of the Cadmeians, I would have stood 
fortli to the aid of thy children. But now I am destitute of 
happy youth. But [i must cease], for I perceive these per- 
sons baring the garments of the dead, yea, the sons of once 
mighty Hercules, and his dear wife leading along her chil- 

** Seo Matthia. 

* L e. exploring the jet tmTisited recMtet of Gadfli. 
** Cr. Ion, 1 aq. 
" Hippolita, quota of tho Amaaooi. Tkert ii much awkwaidaoM in 

^ next linee. 

* GeiyoiL 
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■boBi to dwdl 
hsriai^ wwwj owtx ths fnillfiil 
tluvr aronid duiie hcsad tht robe of 
the tmgo Goa, wherewHli hnntelf wmi wont to be equipped. 
Bat tboo wert (to be) the king of the charioC-loring Thebes, 
p oi fia g the fields of mj ]mdA tor an inhenunce, as thoa 
hadst yewnaded^* him who begat thee. And in thy right 
hand hie placed the maoe of defenee^ the deoeitfnl gift of Dae- 
dalos.^ But to thee he promised to gire (Kchalia, which he 
Quot laid waste with his far-darting shafts. And jon, being 
three in Bomber^ with threefold empire did joor father tower 
«p^ entertaining high tbooghts throogh his manliness. But 
I was selecting the ehoicest brides [for jou], about to form 
■Iliancea> both finom the land of the Athenians, and Sparta, 
and Thebes; that, being fastened bj cables from the steni,^ 
J9 mi^ have a h^^ life. But these things are no move ; 
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for fortune changing has given to jou in their Stead the Fktti 
as brides ; but to me mj tears are [in place of nuptial] late* 
mentSy uxihappj in mj thoughts I But this^ your grandsiiek 
celebrates jour nuptial feast, deeming Hades, jour uither-in- 
laWy a bitter alliance. Alas I which of you firat, which kit, 
shall I press to mj breast ? To which shall I join mj Iqps? 
yfhom shall I tak^ hold'of ? How, like some brown-wiQged 
bee, might I collect the groans from all, and, joining them m 
one, emit one collected tear [for all] I O dearest Herenk% 
if any one of the dead can hear a voice in Hades^ to thee I 
speak these words. Thj father and thj children are dyini^ 
and I perish, I, who was once called happj among mottal^ 
on thj account Aid me, come^ and, though but a ahade^^ 
appear to me; for sufficient wilt thou be, if thou comest; fat 
dastards are these, who slaj thjr children, compared with 
thee.« 

Amph. Do thou, indeed, O woman, make propitioua^ the 
powers below. But I, stretching forth mj hands to heaven, im- 
plore thee, O Jove, if thou wilt afford any aid to these childreii» 
to succour, since thou wilt soon be of no avaiL And jet thoa 
hast oft been called upon. I toil in vain ; for there ia necearitjr, 
as it seems, for me to die. But, O je old men, the time of 
life [left jou] is small ; but pass this as pleasantly as yoa caa^ 
grieving not from day to night. For time, indeed, knowa not 
how to preserve our hopes, but, having accomplished hia own 
purpose, flies away. Behold me, who was an object of regard 
among mortals, doing things of renown ; but fortune bath 
taken [all] from me, like a feather into the air, in a aing^ 
day. But to whom great wealth and glory are finn, I know 
not. Farewell ; for yc, old men, behold a fnend now for the 
last time. 

Meo. Alas! O old man, do I behold what is dearest to me? 
Or, what shall I say ? 

AiiPB. I know not, daughter ; but want of speech 
me likewise. 

^ See ny note on Soph. (Ed. Col. p. 67, n. % ed. Bohn. 

** Dindorf condemns these lines is spurious, and with tome 
They are tame beyond endurance. 

«• Such surely must be the sense, but f^pcr^, or f^vpcfrif, are ioaiody 
the words to express it. I think with Musgrare, that f ^/mv# is the wora 
wanted, or rather wptv/mni, which would more easily be oonrnpled into 
the common xetdisf. Beck's index will supply examplm. 
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Mbo. Here is he whom we heard wis beneath the earth ; 
unless^ indeed, we behold some dream in the light of day. 
What do I saj? What manner of dreams in mj madness do 
• I see? This is no other than thj son, old man. Hither, mj 
ehildren, hang from jour father^s garments; come^ hasten, do 
not let go; since this man is for jou nought inferior to sa- 
Tioor Jore. 

Hercules. O hail, thou dwelling, and thou vestibule of my 
home, how willingly do I behold 70U, coming back into the 
light ! Ha! what is this ? I behold mj children in front of 
the house with their heads decked with the habiliments of the 
dead, and, amid a crowd of men, mj wife and father weep- 
ing for some calami^. Come, let me leam, coming nigher 
to thesev what new event has befallen this house. 

Ainu. O dearest of men, O thou that comest a light to 
thy sire, art thou come ? Art thou saved, conung to thj 
friends at the very crisis ? 

Hebc. What sajest thou ? Into what tumult, father, are 
we come? 

Meo. We are undone. But do thou, old man, forgive me^ 

if I have first snatched up the words which it were meet that 

yon should speak to this one ; for womankind is somehow 

more pitiable than males^ and mj children are as dead, and I 

' am perishing. 

HEBa Apollo I with what preludes dost thou b^gin thy 
speech! 

Meg. My brothers and my aged sire are dead. 

HEBa How sayest thou? Having done what, or en- 
oountering what spear ? 

Meg. Lycus^ the renowned, forsooth,^ king oi this land, 
has undone them. 

HEBa Meeting them with arms^ or when the land was in 
N disorder? 

MbGw Ay, by a revolt ho holds the seven-gated Cadmus. 

Hsna wliy then did fear come upon thee and the old 
man? 

Meg. He was about to slay thy father, and myself, and 
children. 

^ Kkup6c nuit be irooical. Otherwise, m mutt reed caivic with 
Ehailcj. This m approred by Diadoif^ idioee note on ti. 38 detervee 
atlentioo. 
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Hbbc What sajest thou ? Wh j fearing the orphan state 
of my children ? 

Mfio. Lest they should ever avenge the death of Creon* 

Hsna But whj is there this adornment of robes befltdng 
the dead? 

Meg. We are clad just now in these vestments of death* 

Hebc. And were. je about to die bj violence? Owrelched 
me! 

Meg. Destitute of friends ; and we heard that thou wait 
dead. 

HEBa But whence came this despondeney upon jou? 

Meg. The heralds of Eurystheus brought these tidings. 

HEBa And wherefore left ye my house and hearth ? 

Meg. Thy sire, indeed, was dragged by force fttxn his 
strewn couch. 

Hero. And had he [Lycus] no compunction in insulting 
the old man ? 

Meg. Compunction, forsooth, dwells far away from this 
Goddess I«* 

Hebc. But in my absence was I thus destitute of friends ? 

Meg. Ay, for who are friends to the unfortunate man? 

Hebc. And did they disregard the battles which I sus- 
tained against the Minyae. 

Meg. Friendless (as I may tell thee again) is misfortune. 

Hebc. Will ye not cast away these deathly fillets of your 
hair,^ and look upon the light, seeing ye behold with your 
eyes a pleasing exchange for the darkness below? But I 
(for now there is work for my hand) will first go^ and upturn 
the houses of the new tyrant, and having cut off his impious 
head, will cast it to be dragged by dogs ; and as many of the 
Cadmeians as I have found base, having suffered well at my 
hands, with this victorious weapon will I subdue ; but dis* 
persing others with the winged shafts of my bow, I will fiU 
all Ismenus with the gore of the dead, and the white stream 
of Dirce shall be stained with blood. For to whom should I 
rather bear aid than to my wife, and children, and aged sire ? 
Farewell to my labours; for vainly did I accomplish them 

^ i. e. B«a, which ia penonified, but m a TiUn, in iEtdtyliii' Pio* 
metheus. 

^ Matthi* rightly refers the two genitiTef to the mn^ labitantifs 
w9p^fiQhAc, Muignre took (^c^n K6fl^c m ss dw^ •^/^vc• 
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AxpUm Haying overcome him in conflict, or bj a gift 
from the Goddess ? 

Herc. In battle ; but I was blest in having seen the orpes 
of the mystics.*^ 

Amph. Is the beast then in the house of Earystheiis? 

Herc. The grove of Chthonia^ and the citj ot HermioQ 
possess him. 

Amph. And does not Eorystheus know that jou are re* 
turned above the earth ? 

Herc. He knows it not, [for Idid not tell himy]** inovder 
that I might first come and learn matters here. 

AiiPH. And how wast thou so long a time beneath the 
earth? 

IlERa I tarried in order to bring back Theseus from 
Hades, sire. 

AiiPH. And where is he? Has he gone to the plain of 
his countrv land ? 

Herc. He has gone to Athens, gladly escaping firom the 
nether world. But come, follow your father into the honae^ 
children. Far fairer is your entrance than your departure. 
But be of good cheer, and do no longer let drop the stream 
from your eyes. And do thou too» O lady mine^ collect jomr 
spirits, and cease from trembling, and let go my robes ; for I 
am not winged, nor have I wish to escape fnmi those dear 
to me. Ah ! they will not quit their hold, but cling so much 
the faster to my garments. Were ye so near upon the edge 
of death?] I will then take and lead these with my hands; 
ike a ship will I tow these little boats. And sooUi I dis- 
dain not the care of my children. All things amongst men 
[in this respect] are equal. Both the better class of mortals 
love their children, and they who are of no account. But 
in wealth they are different: [some] have^ some not. But 
all the race [of mortals] is child-loving. 



** Either the Eleusiiiun, in which Hercules was initiated befora 
descent to Hades» or the mysteries celebrated among the dead. See 
Mus^To. 

" I. e. Ceres. This temple was near the chasm throu|^ which Her* 
cules descended. 

** " Before iva, mc. Ae> words are often omitted, which can bt easily 
understood, as Ion, 950, h wale ik rov 'mv ; Iva vi ^(Ai^ fC dvieic^ 
quodquero, nefNOJi^tiipvi^oarMM." Mattiiijb. 
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Caa Toutli u dear to me, bat sge erer Ues upon i 
ft beftTier burden than the rocka of .£tiis, dunmi 
efelida with uble Tsil. Xerer for me ma; there 
irealth of ta Atiftdc empire, nor hooaea filled with 
take in preference to jonth, that is fairest in wei 
&irest too in pover^. Bntdnllanddeathljagelahho 
may it perish in the waves ; and would that it might ne 
the dwellings and dties of mortals, but let it ever 1 
through the air on wings. But bad the Gods p 
counsel and wisdom, as regards mankind, they wot 
bestowed a twofold youth, an evident mark of virti 
sDch as shared it ; and after dying they would hare i 
again by a second course into the light of the sun ; I 
seas wtiuld hare possessed a single term of life ; and 
means it woold have been possible to distinguish the 
the good, equally well as the numbering of the stars i 
douda is [a guide] to sailors. Bnt now no certain dl 
is given t^ the Gods to the good or bod ; but rerolf 
increases wealth alone. I will not cease mingling th 
with the Muses, a most pleasant union. Never m 
without musics and ever may I be among the a 
poets]. Still, indeed, do I, an aged bard, celebrat 
•yne, atlU do I aing*' the renowned victory of Hen 
with Bromius the giver of wine, and amid the mi 
aeven-stiinged lyre and the Libyan pipe. I will 
stop to the Muses, who made me to dance. ? 
giili^ indeed, hymn a ptean, wreathing** around tl 
gruefnl dance in honour of the noble son of La 
pnana toc^ at thy house, [0 Hercule^] will I, oi 
ahout fhnt my hoaty cheeka, awan-Uke ; for iius 
■Direct tor Bong, "the bok or Jote." For bn, 
paaaed nuich [in theTirtBes]*'of nobleneas, has 

■* CC ShskqcsnTs, 



■* As the Attic fntars of iiiim is iiiwffuu, I bate 
itU^ with Diadori; iastesd etitint. 
•* Fot lbs eooBiraeUon et Iph.A)iL 14SB, lXf«Mr" 
* TjnUu Hppliss ipmlc to CMiptels iba vsna i 
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life of mortals tranquil^ haying deatrqTed the tenars of 
monsters. 

Ltc. AmphitryOy thou comest out from the house season* 
;| ablj ; for it is now a long time since je were decked as to 
your bodj with garments and the adornments of the dead. 
But come, bid the children and wife of Hercules appear out- 
side this dwelling, at which ye haye undertaken to die aelf* 
called [to the act]. 

Amfh. O king, thou persecutest me who haye fared wreteh* 
edlj, and scoficst with insolence at mine who are about 
to die, in which matters it were** meet, as though tlum hast 
the power to haye a haste with moderatioii. But sinoe jou 
press upon us the necessity of dyings we needs must aoquiesoe 
and do what seems to thee. 

Ltc. Where then is Megara? Where are the children of 
Alcmena's son ? 

Amph. I think she is, to guess from what is at the door- 
way — 

Ltc. What thing hast thou as eyidence of this opinion ? 

Amph. — sitting as a suppliant at the low floor of the sa- 
cred hearth. 
J Ltc. Vainly, forsooth, beseeching [the Grods] to saye her life. 

Amfh. Andyainlydoesshe call upon her deceased husband; 

Ltc. He is not present, and yrill neyer come. 

Amph. Neyer, unless, indeed, some God shall raise him up. 

Ltc. Go to her, and lead her out from the house. 

Amph. Doing so, I should be an accomplice in her murder. 

Ltc. Since you haye this scruple, we, who are free from 
fear, will cause the children to pass out with their mother. 
Hither follow, attendants, that joyfully we may recreate oiir- 
selyes with rest^ from toils. 

Amph. Go then ; but thou art wending the way that is 
fated, but the rest will, perhaps, be the care of another; and 
expect that, doing ill, thou wilt suffer ilL O ye old men, at 
a lucky hour the consummate yillain steps along ; but he will 
be enclosed in the sword-set ambush of net% thinking to alaj 

** By simply reading ixp^v for A XPV^ ^^ bui7 get lid of a conflaed 
construction. Geosob Buaost. 

w MkithiiB explains the construction thus : " idem est so si dixisast ^ 
Ay w6vtip i/iac X^avric ^ok^tr XdPttfuv. Tel i#c ^^ Xvwmjuw v^wtvc^ 
M^n 9xeXi)y ^Ptu w6tmr, ooostructiona aimili ei, qua infra est IOTOl** 



HEBCULES FURENS. 781^781. 

Bot I will go, that I ma j see him fall a cone, for 
tlicrtt ia pleasure in a djing enemj, who pays the penalty for 
the deeds he has done. 

Cbo. There is a change from troubles. He who was erst a 
mighty king, in turn descends to Hades. O justice, and the 
changing ^de of the Gods. Thou art come at lengUi, where 
dying thoa wilt pay the penalty, having scoffed wiUi wanton- 
ness at thy betters. My joy gives forth the gushing tears. 
In toni have come the events which the king of this land 
never, in his mind, expected to suffer. But, O old man, let 
as inspect matters within the house, whether some one is 
fiuingasi wish. 

Lt& (Jram wiikinJ) Ah me I ah me ! 

Coa This strain, pleasant for me to hear, has commenced 
in the boose. Death is not far off. The king with groans 
cries OQt the prelude of slaughter. 

Lva (/ram within.) O all thou land of Cadmus, through 
treachery I am destroyed. 

Cbo. For thou host destroyed [others]. But, paying a 
penalty in return, endure it, giving satisfaction for thy deeds. 
Who, being a mortal, befouling the Gods by lawlessness, has 
cast forth fond words against the blest powers of heaven, 
that the Gods have no power ? Ye elders, that impious man 
is now no more. The house is silent ; let us turn ourselves 
to dances, for the friends, whom I wish, are prospering. 
Dances, dances, and banquets are [now] the core through the 
holy city of Thebes ; for a change from tears, from mischance, 
a change has brought forth songs. The new king is no more ; 
bot the former boLrs sway, having quitted, forsooth, the port 
of Acheron, and hope has come beyond expectation. Tlie 
Gods, the Gods take care to regard deeds unjust and to hear 
the holy. Riches and good fortune carry mortals away from 
right thoughts, bringing on [unjust]^ power. For no one 
ventures to contemplate the vicissitudes of time,^^ having 
transgressed law, and given joy to lawlessness ; and he breaks 
the dark chariot of wealth.** O Ismenus, be thou crowned 

** ii*M0w m ooodcmned by Ueraunn. 
•• SoDiiMiorf. 

* Hcraujm nSm aX«i»4v '^ ftd icelenL" Barnes girct tome other 
Cwdfal cxpluuiUoes. I BjMlf am •cmrocly aaiisfiad with th« 
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with gaiiandfl^ and je weU-boilt streets of the seyen-gatad 
citjy and thoa fair E^roe, with lovelj streams^ and je dansli- 
ters of Aflopusy quitting the waters of joor sire, [and] * * * 
ye fellow-minstrel nymphs^ oome [to] the ^ glorious and tic* 
torions contest of Hercoles. O thou well-wooded rock of 
Fythius, and ye dwellings of the Muses of Helicon, come** 
with well-r^oicing sound to my city, my walls, where appealed 
the race of men sown, a band of men with brasen ahicMs^ 
who repeoples the land with children's children, a sacred 
light to Thebes. O ye twain partners of the nuf^ial bed, of 
one bom of a mortal, and of JoTe, who came into the bed of 
the bride sprung from Perseus;^ for hitherto^ O Jore^ thy 
union [with herl did not appear worthy of belief acocwding to 
my expectations,*^ but time has clearly shown forth the prow ess 
of Hercules, who has emerged from the chambers of this earth, 
quitting the nether house of Pluto. Thou hast been, in my 
opinion, by birth a mightier sovereim than a king of d^ 
generate race ; which exhibits [for usj to behold the strife of 
sword-bearing contests^^ if justice yet pleases the Gods. Ah ! 
ah ! Old men, have we fallen into the same panic of fear ? 
What phantom do I behold above the house? In flight, in 
flight lift up thy tardy foot; hasten out of the way. Sovereign 
king of Hiding, maycst thou be to me the ayerter of erila. 

[^Enter IsiB and Madness.] 

Ibis. Be of good cheer, old men, beholding this Madness 
here, the ofispring of Night, and myself. Iris, the servant of 
the Grods ; for we are come not as a bane to the city, but are 
making war against the house of one man, whom they aaj is 

** By inserting ml before wraoiicl ind V {Ic) beibro rhf wt may le^ 
coTcr both the tense end metre. G. B. 

•* 4<f /, L. Dindort— Bat as the dwellings of the Mnses at the Heliooa 
were not like ' the Bimam wood that came to Donsinane'— it is trideat 
that tfitrt and ^ctri are equally unintelligible. G. B. 

•** Perseus was the father of Electryo, whose daughter Alcmena was. 

** The construction appears to be i#c r& woX. f^n^oncMiillv, tgi U tku 
tim$, r6 9^ Xix^c ^{nt ifavBi^ wt9r6v fun Iw' Ikwiiu This if fcUowed by 
an apodosii almost Pindaric in its abruptness. The regular stase wimid 
hare required, " but time shows that Hercules was really thy see ;** in- 
stead of which, a general praise of the hero conveys the smm laemingi 
in lyric style, iv^jivu' ivhn^iv refers to Lycus. 

^ dfiOSa or iy d/iiXXa ou^t to follow, but the poet refins to Ips^ f r, 
as if he had wxittsn U9pmvra dg ifuXXap. MATraua. 



nm Mw md AknMu* wot bcnra m mm braajdit 
Ins b&rtQOs to u cadp &t» p w iir ned hia; nor did hit 
ftlhtf Jm oDav ddMr Bgrvelf cr Jaw> «fv lo do him ban. 




BotttMihe hoi goae thram^ the kbons of EuTBtheiii^ 

Jno widMO lo iCiSi Urn with fredi Uooddied, hj dsyii« 

Uf chOdrai^ oad I wiih it laa Brt€OBM^f«ihytiMtiiyi»> 

htnti tlMNi vBwoddod ilmghtig of Uock NUi^ md 

, wutt —to— ia thfa —n, md HnH al^ag di». 

oHdraidowB to the fcwyof AfhfitMi hjrhis omt ■NvdeniQi 
hndt he aqr kun of what hind it the vnth of Jno oad of 
■ijndf ^gointt hiaL lit troth the Godt will ho of ao owwinfj 
h«t ■Hrcal tUaoB gratt, if he pof not o ptotl^. 

UAOOBBtt. Of ODoUe airt and datM oml qvong^ from 
2Q^aiidfromthehloodofCeBhit. But I hsfo tUt crtdit, 
BOt to ho hdd in hoaoor hj fritnd% nor am I platted at gouig 
ogoiBtt the finandt of men. And I would fiun tdmnnifih 
Jono and joo, hefore I aee joa err, if joa will be pertoaded 
hj mj worda^ Thia man ia not obacoio either opoo the earth, 
or amoo^the Goda, againat whoae hooae joa are aeoding me ; 
bat, haTmg ciTiliaed an inaooeaaible co untr y anda aavage aea, 
he akme ^ raiaed np the hoooara of the Goda, whidi had 
fallen bj the handa of impioaa men; ao that I do not adriae 
700 to wiah for great mitchiefa. 

Ima. Do not thoa adriae aboat the plana of Jono and 
bjmUI 

FasD, I am taming 70a to the beat track inateadof the 
hod one. 

Ima. The wife of Jore did not aend thee hither to ahow 
thjwiadooL 

FaaoK I caU the aan to witneaa that I am doing what I 
deairo not to do. But if I mnat needa be aobacnrient to Juno 
and thec^ I most fdlow awiftlj and with a nuh, aa doga do a 
hantaemn,— I win go ; nor is a aea groaning wiUi billowa^ nor 
aa earthqoake and the thonder-dap breathmg cot acote pain, 
ao Tieleat, aa I win rofh with racing apeed againat the breaat 
of Hereolea. And I wiU break d^m the dwelling, and in- 
▼ado the hoaae^ haTing ftrat canted him to alaj hia children ; 
hat the akjar ahatt not know that he ia kiOing the diildran 
he hfg a t, heftra that he oeaaaa from my m a dn ea a . Soo^ 
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e*en now he shakes hb head [standing] at the harriens* and 
silence rolls his distranght scowling ejes. And he has no 
command over hb hreathings^ hut^ like a bnU [prepared] for 
the onslaught^ he bellows dreadfullj, invoking tiie Fates from 
Tartaros. Qnickl j will I rouse thee more to the dance^ and 
give the mnsic [rife] with terror. Awaj, Lris^ to Ol/mpos^ 
lifting in mid air jour noble foot: but we will enter nnaeen 
the abode of Hercules. 

Cho. Woe, woe, groan, O city ; thj flower is cropped, the 
son of Jove. Hapless Greece, that wilt lose thj bene&etor ; 
thou wilt destroy him, driven in the dance bj the nnmusicai 
ravings of Madness.^ In her chariot hath eone the marhle- 
visaged, all-mournful Madness, the Gorgon of Night, and with 
the hissing of hundred heads of snakes, she gives the goad to 
her chariot, on mischief bent. Swift hath a demon changed 
the prosperous ; and swiftly shall the children breathe out 
[their life] at the hands of Uie father. Alas! me wretchad, 
Jove, soon will frenzied, cruel vengeance^ exacting pun- 
ishment, smite thy childless child. Alas ! ye dwellinga, with- 
out drums are dances beginning, not delighted with the 
thjrrsus of Bacchus. Alas I O house, [a dttace] for blood- 
shed, not for the pouring out of libations from the grape- 
bunches of Dionysus. Speed forth in flight, O childreQ; 
a hostile, a hostile song is here preluded. Ajid he makes, 
hunter-lUce, a pursuit of his children. Never, never ahaU 
Madness rave forth [prophecies] unfulfilled upon this boose. 
Alas for our woes I .^as I in truth, how I mourn for his aged 
sire, and the nurse of hb children, by whom children are 
bom in vain. See, see, a whirlwind shakes the house ; the 
roof b falling together. Ho I ho ! what art then doini^ O 
son of Jove ? Thou art sending a hellish uproar upon the 
house, as Pallas did once against Enceladus. 

Messekgeb. (entering m haste.) O bodies whitening with 
age— 
* Cna With what cry dost thou call upon me? 

"Mzas. Accursed are the events in the house* 

Cho. I need not bring another seer. 

Mess. The children are dead, alas! Groan, for ^ n 

* LitenUy, ''firomthebamenofthenee-coiirte.'' S660BThNid.588. 
** The ozjmoroii is imther in x^P^^^ AvaiXmc tkaar ia hm i Xmc 
fuofiamv* 
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Bnbject for groaning. Hostile are the murders, and hostila 
the banda of the parent. .... None can speak of more than 
. we have suffered. 

Cbo. How doat thou Hhow forth the lamentable caiamity 
done bj the father to the children ? Say, eaj in what man- 
ner he waa urged on bj the Gods to these evil deeds against 
the house, and the miserable fate of his children. 

Mess. Before the he.irth of Jove victims were placed the 
house to purify ; after Hercules, having slain the ruler of the 
land, had cast lUm out of this dwelling. But the beauteous 
band of children, and his sire, and Megara were standing by ; 
and already had the sacred vessel been borne round the altar, 
and we olwerved well-omened words. But the son of Alc- 
mena, being about to bear in bis right hand a torch, in order 
that he might dip it in the lustrol water, stood still in silence. 
But as their sire delayed, the children kept their eye [upon 
him]. And be was no longer the same ; but distraught with 
rollings of the eyea, and casting forth the bloody looking 
roots of his eyes, dropl foam down his woU-bearded chin. 
And amid frantic laughter be said, " father, why do I make 
the fire of purification before I have slain Eurystheus, and 
have double trouble, when 1 might moke this the work of n 
single hand 7 But as soon as I bring hither the head of 
Eorystheus, I will purify my hands in respect to those now 
slain. Four out the waters ; cast away the vessels from your 
handa. Who brings my bow 7 who my hand<weapon ? I will 
go to Mycenie. Ye must lay hold of bars and mattocks, that 
the city, the foundations of the Cyclops, fitted with the red- 
Btained'" plumb-line and chisel, I may upturn with the bent 
iron. After this going on, he said be bad a chariot, having 
none, and would fain mount the seat, and he smote, as though 
having a goad in his hand. And there was a twofold laughter 
■ad dread upon Ms followers at once. And one looking 
towards another spoke thus : " Does our master sport with 
us, or does be rave?" But he went up and down through 
the house, and breaking into the midst of the men's apart- 
ment, be said that he had arrived at the city of Nisus,^' 

" xpuM<v<n- i^Tif 4 MiKaift, t» EiWalliiui expkloi it On Hiitot Me 
PoUu« *u. 27. 

" i. e. Megan, which wu allotled la Niius, upon fc«i».>««il 4i.iA*A. 
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having come within the house. And redining on the ground^ 
as [he laj] there, he makes ready a banquet And haTing 
passed a brief interval of delaj, he said ^t he was travers- 
ing the woodj tracts of the isthmus. And hereopooy strip- 
ping his bodj naked of his robes, he entered into a contest wiA 
nol^jy and was himself bj himself proclaimed the victor, hav- 
ing caUed no one to hear him.^ But bawling oat against Eom- 
theus terrible words, he was [now] at Mjcenn in lus talk. But 
his father, laying hold of his powerful hand, speaks tfiua: '^O 
son, what is the matter with thee ? What is the manner of 
this estrangement ? Surelj the blood of the dead, whom thoa 
hast just now slain, has not driven thee raving." But he, 
thinking that the father of Eurystheus was toudiing his 
hand a suppliant, thrusts him away, and makes ready his 
quiver and bow against his own sons^ thinking to daj the 
children of Eurystheus. But thqr, trembling with fear, 
rushed each a different way, one to ihe robes of hb wretched 
mother, another behind the shade of a column, and another, 
like a bird, crouched beneath the altar. And the mother 
shrieks out, ** O father, what art thou doing ? Slayest thou 
thy sons?** And the old man and crowd of servants shriek 
out. But he, causing the boy to move in a circle from the 
column, a fearful turning of his feet, [at length,] standing 
opposite, strikes him to the liver. And falling supine^ the 
boy wetted the erect stone pillars [with his gore], lureathing 
out his life. But Hercules shouted] and vaunted thus : ** This 
one, a youngling of Eurystheus, has fallen for me^ expiating 
by his death his father's hate." And he held towards another 
his bow, who had been crouching at the foot of the altar, as 
thinking to lie hid. But the wretched boy, in anticipation, 
falls at his father's knees, and stretching forth his hand to his 
fath^s beard and neck, he cries, ** O dearest father, do not 
destroy me ; I am thy son ; thou wilt not be killing the son 
of Eurystheus." But he, rolling the savage eye of a Grorgon, 
as the boy stood within the deadlv reach of the shaft, like aa 
the hammer-blow [upon the anvil], throwing over his own 
head the dub, he brought it down upon the vdlow-haired 
head of the boy, and broke the bones. And having killed 
the second boy, he goes on to make the third saerifice upon 
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Cea There was o murder which the Ar^rt land poo- 
eeaeeit^ then, indeed, the meet woiidnMi% ai^ of mightiest 
^ood^ for Groeee^ [tlie morder] of the sons of Danaai. But 
fheer" evils hare sorpaiiegdp have gone hejood the erils of 
that time. I can reeoont the murder aacrifieed to the Mnsea^^ 
ef the wretched Jore deicended boy of Piogne, who had hot 
ooe SOB ; hot joo, O hostile Bun, haiiog begotten three chil- 
dRBp have brooght them to an end by a fate proeeeding from 
For what groan, or lanlentation, or song of the 
orqmieofHadesshaUIcrfaloQd? Akslabs! See 
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the portals of the lotlj dwelling lieshiTered [on the _ 
Alas ! Behold the wretched children Wing befion 
miserable sire, who sleeps a fearfU sleeps |m yet] cot of 
waj of slaughter. And around^ [bdioldj these fetlen 
manj-corded fastenings of ropes about the bodf of Hapn 
fastened to the stone columns of the house. But tha 
man, like a bird bewailing its callow brood of jouiii^ 
with foot too late his sad journey, b present iiithar. 

Amfh. Te Cadmeian elders, will ye not in lUenes^ in si*' 
lence, permit him, stretched out in sleep, to forMt Ui i 

Cho. And thee, indeed, old man, I bewiu iddi 
and the children, and his h^ crown^ with TietoiTi 

Amph. Go further on ; make no noise, do not enr ont ; do 
not raise from sleep him who fares calmly t^^ ^ 
bering.f*® 

Cno. Alas I How great is this slaughter I 

AacPH. Ah I ah I Te will undo me. 

Cho. Having been stretched out, he is now riiiiiff 

Amph. Will ye not quietly utter your lamentation, dU 
men ? lest he, being aroused, break from his chains* and de- 
stroy the city, and his sire, and break down the hoinei 

Cho. 'Tis impossible, impossible for me. 

Amph. Be silent, I will mark his breathing. Come^ let mm 
place my ear [closer]. 

Cho. Docs he sleep ? 

AiiPH. Ay, he sleeps a deathful sleep, who has akin bk 
wife, and shun his children, having transfixed them wUk the 
bow-drawn twang. 

Cho. Groan then — 

Amph. Igroan— 

Cna The death of the children— 

Amph. Ah me I 

Cno. And of thy child. 

Amph. Alas I 
. Cho. O old man— 

Amph. Peaces peace ; again aroused, he turns to and tto> 

'* vf (>i if here oied idrerbially. For rait in ti. 1037, 1 ahoold in- 
fer riSt, 

** Dindorf, partly tiler MmgraTe, letds MtA&vr^ Aw^ tMIc li^pti' 
• • • • oondemninc the foUowing words m a floM sabeUUttsd fer fikm 
tnierstduif. 
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Come^ I wiU oonceal my bod j oot of the way beneath the 
tdweUing. 

Cea Be ofgoodcheeTy night poeeesses the eyelidsof thy son. 

Amfe. See, see. I wretched will not indeed refuse to 
quit the Ught, in my unhappy state ; bat if he shall slay me, 
who am h& &ther, guilt on guilt will he accumulate, and will 
hare a kindred bloodshed in addition to [his present] Furies. 

Cb(^ Then shouldst thou have died, when for thy wife 
thou wast about to avenge the slaughter of her brothers,*' 
haying sacked the sea-girt dty of the Taphians. 

Awe. In flight, in flight, old men, hasten ye from before 
the house, fly from this raving man who is awakening. Soon 
will he^ setting another murder upon a murder, rave through 
the dty of the Cadmeians. 

Caa O Jove, why hast thou thus so very wrathfully hated 
thy son, and brought him into this sea of troubles ? 

HEsa {wikmg.) Hah ! I breathe, then, and behold such 
things, as I ought, the sky, the earth, and these beams of the 
sun. But into what terrible tempest and disturbance of mind 
have I fidlen ? and I breathe heated breath, with palpitation, 
not steadily from my lungs. Behold, why, like a ship at 
anchor, [bound] with cords, as to my youthful chest and arm, 
to this half-broaen stone of a wall, do I sit, having a seat next 
the dead ; and my winged darts and bow are strewn along 
the ground, which once keeping shield-guard in mine arms, 
defended my sides, and were defended by me. Have I a 
second time descended into Hades, coming into Hades on a 
journey for Euiystheus ?^ But neither do I behold the rock 
of Sisyphus, nor Fluto^ nor the sceptre of Ceres* daughter. I 
sure am stricken sensdess. I am at a loss as to where I can 
be. Hah ! who of my friends is near or far, who can cure 
my doubts ? For I know nothing dear of what is wont. 

AacFB. Ye <M men, shall I draw nigh my woes ? 

Cea Ay, and I vrith thee, not deserting thy calamitous 
state. 

Hebc. Father, why dost thou weep, and veil thine eyes, 
gdng far off from thy dearest son ? 

O child, for mine thou art, though faring ilL 



•> Thejr h%d been killed in a battlt with the Taphians. Cf. ApoUodor* 

iL 4« 6. MUMBATS. 

■ I htef BO doubt that this whole line ii spurious. 
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Hssa But what calamitj do I suffer, for which thoa art 
shedding tears? 

AicPH. Suchaso'ena Godyif hesufferedy wonldhewail? 

Herc. Great is the assertion, but yet thou tdktt not 
the hap. 

Amph. For thou thyself beholdest it, if thou art yet 
sensible. 

Hebc. Say, if thou inditestanj new charge agttnatmj life. 

Amph. If thou art no longer possessed by Hadesi I will tdL 

Hebc. Alas I How suspicious b this at which thou again 
art glancing ! 

i^u. And I am considering thee, whether thou art finnlj 
in thy right senses. 

HEBa But I do not at all remember my mind distranglit. 

Amph. Shall I unloose the fetters of my son, old men, or 
what shall I do ? 

Hebc. Ay, and say who bound them, for I deny [that I 
know]. 

Amph. Thus much know of thine evils, but leave the rest. 

Hebc. What, will silence suffice for me to learn what I 
wish? 

Amph. O Jove, dost thou then behold these things ftam 
Juno's throne ? 

Hebc. But have I then suffered aught hostile from thenoe ? 

Amph. Leaving alone the Goddess, tend thine own ills. 

Hebc. I am undone. Art thou going to tell of some ca« 
lamity ? 

Amph. See, look upon these prostrate bodies of thy chfl« 
dren. 

Hebc. Ah me ! what sight here do I wretched behold ? 

Amph. O son, thou hast waged against thy children a war 
not to be warred. 

Hebc. What speakest thou of war ? Who hath destroyed 
these? 

. Amph. Thou, and thy bow, and whoso of the Gods was 
the cause. 

Hebc. What sayest thou I Having done what ? O father, 
that bearest ill tidings. 

Amph. In lm^i^nAi^^- But thou askest for a sad explanation. 

HEBa And am I, too^ the murderer of my wife r 

Amph. All these are the deeds of thy one hand. 
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HERa Alas ! for a doud of sorrow surrounds me. 

A3IPH. On tliis account I bemoan thj state. 

Herc. For have I torn down mj hoose^ and^ raved 
through it? 

AicPB. I know hot one fact ; all thj state is anfortonate. 

Hebc. Bnt where did the madness seize me? Where didit 
undo me? 

A3IPB. When round the altar thou wast purifying thy 
hands with fire. 

Herc. Alas ! why then do I spare my life, becoming the 
murderer of childrwi to me most dear, and go not rather 
to leap fnftn the precipitate rock, or having darted the 
sword against my vitals, become [myself] the avenger of blood 
to my children, or having burnt my flesh with fire, ward off 
the disgrace^ which awaits me, from my life ? But hither 
comes Theseus, to oppose these murderous plans, my kinsman 
and friend. I shall be seen [by him], and the stain of chil« 
dren*s murder will come into the sight of my dearest of guests. 
Alas I what shall I do ? where shiJl I find solitude from ills, 
hecoming winged, or going beneath the earth ? Come, I will 
throw darkness over my head, wrapped in my garments. For 
I am ashamed because of my evil deeds, and casting the 
contamination of blood upon this man, I wish to do no ill to 
those unworthy. 

Theseus (entmnff). I am come in company with others, 
who^ armed youths of the Athenians, are tarrying near the 
streams of Asopus, and I am bearing to thy son, old man, an 
allied spear. For a report reached the dtv of Erectheus' 
aons^ that Lycus, having seized the sceptre of this realm, had 
come to war and battle with you. But giving a return for the 
assistance which Hercules rendered, having recovered me 
finom the nether world, I have come, old man, if there is any 
need to thee of my hand or allies. Ah ! why is the ground 
fined vrith ^ese corses ? Have I been wanting, then, and do 
I come too late for recent evils ? Who has slain these chil- 
dren? Whose wife is this that I behold ? For the children 
are not near the [field of] war, but it must be some other new 
ill that I find here. 

Oh thou that possessest the olive-bearing height.*^ 

■* 4. Disdodl ^ The Acra^Ua* 
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Thes. Whereforo hast thoa addressed me whh * pitiable 
prelude ? 

Ampel We have suffered sad safferings at the hands of the 
Gods. 

Thes. Who are these children, for whom thoa sheddest 
tears? 

Ahph. Mj hapless son begat them, and haying begot then^ 
slew them, having dared a terrible slaughter. 

Thes. Speak well-omened words. 

Amph. Thou biddest those who are willing. 

Thes. O thou hast spoken dreadful words. 

Amph. We are undone, undone, swift as flight.^ 

Thes. What sajest thou ? Having done what ? 

Amph. Frenzy-driven with maddening violeiioe^ with the 
tincture of the hundred-headed Hjdra. 

Thes. This is the contest of Juno. But who is this among 
the dead, old man ? 

Amph. Mine, mine is he, my son of many woes, who with 
the Grods went forth in arms to the Phlegrean field, for the 
giant-slaughtering war. 

TuEs. Alas ! shis ! who among men is bom so ill-fortoned ? 

Amph. You could not see another of mortals of greater 
toils and wanderings. 

Thes. But why does he hide hb wretched head in gar- 
ments? 

Amph. Ashamed of thy presence, and of thy kindred friend* 
ship, and the blood of his children shed. 

T^ES. But I have come to sympathize with him ; onoover 
him. 

Amph. O child, let go thy garment from thine eyes^ throw 
it away, show thy face to the sun. Thy dignity contends in 
opposition to tears.*^ I beseech thee, falling abcmt thy cheek, 
and knee, and hand, and letting drop an aged tear. Alas ! 
my son, restrain the wrath of the savage lion, since it hurries 
you to a bloody, impious course,*^ wishing to join evils to 
evils, child. 

Thes. Be it sa Thee I address, who sittest at the seat of 
misery; show thy face to thy friends. For no darkness hath 

** Brodcus ezpUint wravoi by '* ^trj quickly.** 

** i. e. it at yarianca with teaxa. 

" ip6/u9 tot P^6fi§iw. Ranxi, Dun. 



34 HXBCULRS FUBBlf& 1S19-1247. 



a doQdfoblaek^astoludatheeakinitjrofthjwoes. Why, 
wariog tfajhftad tODM^dort thoapoiiit tothe daaghter? Is 
it lest defilement Iran thj wotdB fall on me ? I care not if 
I fare flit at leaat with thee; for tnilj I oooe waa happj ; 
thither mnst I torn mj thooghtt^ when thoa broughtest me 
aafe to light from the dead. But I abhor the gratitude of 
iiienda that grows old, and him, too^ whoerer wishes to ei\Joj 
p ro s perity, hat not to sail along with friends in adversity. 
Arisen aneorer thy wretched head ; look upon us. Whoerer 
of mortals is nobly bom, endures the ills sent by the Gods^ 
ttor does he rgect them. 

Hemc Theseus, hast thou seen this contest against my 
children? 

Tbcs. I have heard of it; and thou tellest ills to one that 
[now] beholds them. 

HEsa Why then hast thou uncovered my head to the sun? 

Thes. Why not? Dost thou, being a man, pollute the 
Gods? 

IlERa Fly, O wretched one, from my unholy pollution. 

Thts. To friendd there comes no fury from their friends. 

Herc. I acknowledge it, and I do not deny that I have 
done thee good. 

Toes. And I, having then been well done by, do now 
pitr tbre. 

Hebc For pitiable I am, having my .children murdered. 

TuEs. I weep for thy sake, in thy changed^ fortunes. 

IIebc But hast thou found others in greater troubles ? 

Toes. Thou reschest from earth to heaven in misfortune. 

Hebc. Therefore am I prepared so as to die. 

Thes. Thinkest thou the Gods care for thy threats ? 

Hebc. a self-willed thing is God, and towards the Gods 
[such am] L 

Thes. Kestrain thy tongue, lest speaking great words, thou 
sudTcr greater ilL 

Uesc. I am full of iUs, nor is there where one can be 
stowed. 

Tbes. But what wilt thou do ? whither art thou borne in 
thy rage? 

Hem. Dying, I wiU go beneath the earth, from whence I 

" L s. sdTvn. Bm Inp^ imipmPt/orhmm odmrm* 
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Thes. Them hast spoken the langoige of a oomniooperMMi. 

Hebc. But thooy being out of trouble^ dost •<l«wMmM}i| ^le. 

Thss. Does Hercules^ the man of much enduimnee^ speak 
thus? 

Hebc. [I had not said] so much, had It been for m« to 
kbour with moderation.** 

TiiES. Hercules, the benefactor and great firiend of mortab? 

HERa Thej nought avail me, but Juno preraHa. 

Thes. Greece wiU not endure that jou should die in thj 
foolishness. 

HERa Hear then, that I may combat your adTioe bj mj 
words. But I will unfold to jou that life is unbearaUe to me 
both now and before. First, indeed, I was bom of this man, 
who having slain the aged sire of Us mother, being defiled 
with blood, wedded Alcmena, who gave me birdL But when 
tlie foundation of a race is not laid righl^, it is neces- 
sary for the descendants to be unfortunate. But Jore^ who- 
ever Jove is,** begat me an enemy to Juno. Be not thou then 
aggrieved, old man, for I deem thee my father instead of Jove. 
And while I was yet at the breast, ibe consort of Jove sent 
snakes of savage aspect into my cradle, that I might perish. 
But when I obtained the youthful vesture of flesh,*' what need 
is there to tell the labours I endured ? To what lions, or 
triple-bodied monsters,** or giants, or hosts of four-legged 
warring centaurs did I not put an end ? And having alain the 
many-headed and fresh-springing hound, the hydra, I both went 
through ten thousand other toils, and arrived among the dead, 
in order that I might, at the behest of Eurystheus, cause the 
three-headed dog to pass into the light. And tUs last toil 
have I wretched dared, having slain my children, to put the 
coping-stone of woes upon my house. JBut I am come to thia 
necessity. It is not lawful for me to dwell in my bdoved 
Thebes ; but if I do remain, into what temple** or assem- 

** This is Matthie's interpretation. 

** See my note on JEack. Ag. p. 100. n. 7i ed. Boha. 

** Sbakspeare. ** muddy Tetture of decay." 

" Tvfiyat, It it be correct, must mean any moostoct in general ; lor 
Typhon has nothing to do with the exploits of Hercolet. Elmaley would 
read I>pv<vac. but I think it is best ro retain the oomnoii rsadiag in the 
sense proposed. 

» With the following psasafs compare the nourks of .Mallsr, Eo* 
menidai, f SO, p. 137 sqq. 
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bbgeof fiiends can I go? For I bear a curse not fit for con- 
TerM. But shall I go to Argoe? How so^ since I fly mj 
eonntrj? Come then, suppose I go to some other citj, and 
then I shall be looked upon askance, as one well known, ha- 
rassed^ with the bitter stings of the tongue: ^Is not this the 
aoQ of Jore, who once slew his children and wife? Shall 
he not be cast out from this land ?" Now vicissitudes are bitter 
to a man once called happy ; but he, to whom evil is ever pre- 
sent, mourns not, being continually wretched. But I deem 
that I shall at some time arrive at this pitch of calamity : for 
the earth wiU send forth a vcNce, forbidding me to touch the 
land, and the ocean [forbidding me] to pass over, and the 
ao ii rees of the rivers. And I shall imitate Ixion, wheel-driven 
ia fetters. And this is best, that none of the Greeks behold 
ne^ among whom, prospering, I once was happy. Why then 
most I live ? What profit shall I gain, possessing an impious, 
useless life ? But let Jove's illustrious wife dance, striking 
with sandal*d foot the house of Olympus ;^ for she has ac- 
complUhed the device she desired, having turned up and down 
upon, from his very foundation, the first man of Greece. To 
sach a Goddeu who would pray ? who, envying Jove through 
a woman's love, has undone the benefactor of Greece, guilty 
of no wrong. 

TnES. This contest is from none other of the Gods than 
the wife of Jove ; perceive this clearly • • • •. I sliould 
rather recommend • • • •« than to suffer ill. But no one of 
mortals lives unmixed with misfortune ; nor of the Gods, if 
indeed the words of poets are not false. Have they not 
joined nuptials with each other, for which there is no law ? 
Ilave they not placed a stain upon their sires by fetters for 
the sake of power?*' Nevertheless they dwell in Olympus, 

** I luTt expressed the scn»c, for the common reading is corrupt. The 
rvmder may choose between Rciskc's Xo«^opov/A4yo«, and Hermann's n|Xi- 
i0€>iurm, obmaxii ealumnim, tamqttam tXiipcvxovfHyot. 

* I hare, with the approbation of Dindorf, adopted Dobree's elegant 
rmendatioQ of this very corrupt line: cpovew' 'Okvfiww, ifStfUkt ap- 



"* Here there is a lacuna. 

* This miscoodoct of the Gods, handed down firom Homer's time, was 
a popolar coomoo-place, and hence it gare rise to Plato's condemnation 
of Hoacr and the other poeta. CC Repub. iL p. i30, ed. Lsemar., with 
teUasL de Dm, tz. 3, p. 346. Gale, Dioojt. HaL A. B. ii. 39. h\ 
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and endure [the disgrace] of having sinned. And what wilt 
thou say, it jou, ^ing a mortal, hearest thy fortunes im- 
patiently, hut not so the Grods ? Quit then Thehes, on aoooont 
of the law, and come with me to the city of Pdlas. There, 
having purified your hands of the pollution, I will give joa 
dwellings, and a share of my possessions. And the gifts 
which I have from the citizens, after saving the fourteen 
children, and slaying the Cnosian bull, these I will bestow oo 
thee ; and sacred groves are assigned to me every where in the 
land. These sha& hereafter be called by mortals after yoor 
name, while living ; but when dead, and when thou shalt have 
gone to Hades, the whole city of the Athenians shall upraise 
thee honoured with sacrifices and structures of stone. For to 
the citizens it b a fair crown [received] from the Grreeka^ to 
obtain glory, benefiting a good man. And I will do thee this 
favour in return for my preservation, for now thon art in 
want of friends. But when the Grods do honour to a man, he 
has no need of friends ; for sufficient is the Deity to aid when 
he is \inlling. 

Herc. Ah me ! these words are beside^ my woes. But 
I deem that the Gods neither love nuptials that are unlaw- 
ful, nor have I ever supposed it, nor shall I be persuaded, 
that they fasten fetters to [each other's] hands, or that one 
is bom the master of another. For the Deity, if he be truly 
the Deity, lacks nothing.^ These are but the miserable 
tales of poets. But I have considered, although in the midst 
of ills, not to incur the charge of cowardice by leaving the 
light. For he who, being bom a mortal, does not know how 
to bear misfortunes in the manner that he ought, could not 
stand up against the weapon of a foe. I will endure to death, 
and vrill go to thy city, and owe thee ten thousand thanks 

apud Euseb. P. E. xiii. 5, interpp. on Minut. Felix, Oct. 22. Aasiist. da 
Civ. Dei, ii. 14. Euripidet, howerer, has turned tliif mott infeaioiisly 
into an argument against the despair resulting from a conscieooe op prewcd 
with guilt. The character of Tneseui, as the comforter of the wretched, 
appears to equal advantage in the (Edipus at Colonus, and in tkt Sup- 
pliants of our author. 

** Dobree quotes HeL 925, wdptpyop iov^a rovro rqc ''^XK* . 

** Euripides here seems to express his own opinions respectiaf tba 
all-sufficiencv of the Deity. ** Nam semou dolori omai, tcmota qamla. 
Ipsa suis pollens opibus, nihil indiga nostri, Kec bent pramaritis o^itar, 
nee tangitur in ;" to use the words of Lucretint. 
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ftr tW [praftnd] f;ifti. BntlbaTetaitodof tenthoustiid 

toil% fa BOM it wbieh I htn^ been fiunt-heartad^ nor hare I 

Ifll drap tfa tMfwfiMmt (hn mine flj«i^ IKV did I «Ter thi^ 

wmU eooM to tU% thai I ahoiiU let iUl tears fW»i mine fly^ 

Baft mm^ as it aeeni% I most be tlie slaTe to fiirtnne. Be it 

aou TbeaaitiritneM|eldman,of myhaniahmfnt; andeectt 

thaft I am tlM nmrderar of bit ehiMraiL GiTo these to the 

tood^ aBd dedc tbeir eoqwe^nonoiiring tbcm with dij tears ; 

Cor aw tlM \tm does Bot peradt Flaee firmlj at the breast 

and givB to the anna of the Biothcr the hapless eommon off- 

sprim^ whom I wietdied hsTO imwitting shun. Bot when 

tBOB shak ham hidden their eorses in the earth, inliabit tUui 

ciljt wihappily indeed jet do thoo eonstrain thj soul to bear 

with aw m jT woeSL Oehildren, I, thyfiitherwhobegat^who 

gare job birth, have destrojed jou, nor hare jre prated 1^ 

the good tilings which I was preparing, br labouring out per- 

foree for job a fair eqjimnent in jour uther's fame. And 

thee too^ O hapless wife, I have destrojed, not equally as 

thou hast preserved m j marriage bed in safety, toiling through 

the long woric of housekeeping at home. Alss ! for my wife 

and children, and alas! for me. How wretchedly have I 

fared ! and I am now unyoked from children and wife. O 

sad delights of kisses, and the sad companionship of these 

arms. For I am uncertain whether I shall retain or send 

away theie weapons, which, hanging at' my side, will speak 

these words : ** With us didst thou thy children and thy wife 

destroy; us, thy child-murderers, dost thou keep?" And 

shall I then bear these on my arms? what saying? But 

s tr i p pe d of the weapons with which I did most glorious deeds 

in Greeoe, shall I die basely, throwing myself under the 

power of my foes ? I must not leave than, but must, though 

sadly, keep them. In one thing, O Theseus, do thou aid me 

wretched. Going to Argos, arrange for me the reward for 

bringing the doff [Cerberus to light], lest, being alone, I 

should suffer aught, through grief for my children. O land 

of Cadmus^ and all jre T^ban people, cut your hair; weep 

IB eoaoert, eome to the funeral*^ of mv children, and 

asoBni than aO, the dead* and me, in one joint speech. We 

aiB all BBdoBOb strickoB by the single wretched bane of Juna 

Tmm^ BiwBp^ O wretched one ; there ia enough of tears. 

"• I iMd f^fiK with RaUUi 
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Hebc I cannot; for mj jiHnts are fixed. 

Tn£S. For fortune pulls down e*en the straig. 

HEsa Alas ! Here might I become a ttonc^ immindftil of 
my woes ! 

Thes. Cease, and mvt tlnr hand to thine assisting friend. 

Hsna But [I fear] lest I wipe the stain of hlood oo ihj 
garments. 

Thes. Wipe it, fear thou not, I do not refuse it. 

Hebc. Of sons depriTody I hdd thee as m j son. 

Thes. Place thj arm round my neck, and I will lead you. 

Hebc. A friendlj pair indeed, but the one is uhhappj. O 
old man, such a person should one possess as a friend. 

Amph. Aj, for of fair progenj is the eoontiy that pvo* 
duced him. 

Hebc. Theseus, turn me again that I majr bdiold my 
children. 

THE8. A. finding thi. » We durm, wilt tlu« be man 
easj? 

Hebc. I desire it ; and I wish to press me to my frthei^s 
bosom. 

Amph. See, here it is, O son, for thou seekest what is dear 
tome. 

Thes. Art thou now thus unmindful of thj labours ? 

Hebc. All those evils I hare endured are less than these. 

Thes. If any one sees jou unmanned, he will not praise. 

HERa Do I live lowly [in thy estimation] ? But I seem 
not so before. 

Thes. Too much indeed. Where is the renowned Her* 
cules ? 

Herc. What manner of man wast thou, when in troables 
beneath the earth ? 

Thes. As far as courage, I was less than any man. 

Hebc. How then dost thou still say that I am orerpowered 
with woes ? 

Thes. Move onward. 

Hebc. Farewell, old man. 

Amph. And farewell thou, my child. 

Hebc. Bury the children as I have 

Amph. And who [shall buiy] me, my child ? 

Hebc. IwilL 

Amph. When coining? 
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When tbM but ImrM IDT eUUreo. 
Hoirr 

I win MBd ftr tbee to AthflBS from Tbabai. Boi 
ia dM difldrai'Si bodies thai ponnte tlie earth. Bntwe^ 
hK9% waited oar Immmo bj d^giaeeflil deedf^wOl Uko 
' ikUBi ftUofir Tbeaooii Bsl whoetw prefara to poa- 
or itf wigtb wrtiwr tbaa good friend^ tUaka not 



Wia imA oar wqr ii^L wttb-maiij taan^ baling 
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PERSONS REPRESENTED. 



NEPTUNB. 
MINERVA. 
HECUBA. 
TALTHYBIUa 
CASSANDRA. 
ANDROMACHE. 
MENELAUS. 
HELEN. 

CHORUS OF TROJAN 
CAPTIYB WOMEN. 



THE AB6T7HENT. 





oTtkii fbj it Wt mmO, b btiac oeo^M witli i]m 

of tktc^cm ThQaawooMB pivfioat to their drptrtafc^ 

pvrpAnUioM of tkt Gndu to Mi MiL Tho doath of AstTaatz 

pfiadpol iaridct. Althoo^ Wwofor, it is deficicai ta 

■ad •dioa. it iirickia potbelicaad 

■Hfially w1m« tko laTiagP of < 
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THE TROADES. 



Neptuxx. 

I, Neptune, am come, leaving the brinj deep of the JEman 
Sea, where the choirs of Nereus' daughters most graoeFulfy 
entwine their footsteps. For from the time when around 
this territory of Troj, Phoebus and myself erected walls of 
stone accor^ng to the correct plumb-line,^ never has a kind 
feeling towards the city of the Phrygians been aboent from 
my mind ; which [city] is now smouldering, and has perished, 
having been laid waste by the Argive spear. For the Par- 
nassian Phocian Epeius,' by the contrivances of Pallas, having 
jointed together a horse pregnant with arms, sent it within 
the towers, a burden fraught with destruction ; whence by 
men hereafter it will be called the Duratean horse, ooooeal- 
ing the hidden spear.' But the deserted groves and templet 
of the gods are streaming with gore, and at the steps of the 
altar of Hercaean Jove, Priam^ has faUen in death. And 
much gold and Phrygian spoils are being sent to the ships of 
the Greeks, and they are waiting for a favourable wind mxn 
the stem, in order Uiat the Greeks, who made a warlike ex- 
pedition against this city, after ten years, may with gladnoM 
behold [again] their wives and children. But I— for I am 



* Cf. Virg. ^o. iiL 2, " ceciditque inperbiiiii Iliom, ct ouuiit 
fumat KeptunU Troja." 

* This was in obedience to the decrees of fiitte. \ir%, JBn. 257. Coaoa 
Karrat. 34. Palephat. 1 7. For descriptions of the marhint, and of the 
siege accomplished by its means, the reader may conpaza Tkjphiodor* 
200 sqq. Pttrooius, { 89. Tsetses, Homeric 17 tqq. 

* A play upon the derivation of the word. 
« Ct Virf . ^n. ii. 513 tqq. 
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orercome bj tlie Argirt Godden Jono^ and hj ICnem, who 
liare togetber orerthnnm the Playgiim ain quitting* le* 
ikowncd Diam and mj own altan ; far when eiil derastation 
aeixes npoo a dtj, the affiun of the Gods are in a aiddj staler 
norare tbejwont tobereq>ected. And Seamander resoonds 
with manj hunentatioot of female slaTCi^ who are allotted to 
their masters ; and some the Areadian, others the Theaaalian 
people hare obtained, and likewise the sons of Tbesens^* 
chieftains of the Athenians. But as manj of the danghters 
of Troj as are not diqwsed of bj lot, are beneath this roci, 
selected bj the leading men of the army; and with them the 
Lacedemonian Helen, daoghter of Tyndaroi^ who has been 
joftlj regarded as a captire. Bat, if anj one wishes to look 
apon this hapless woman, Heenba is present there, Ijing be- 
tan the gates, ponring forth manj a tear, and for many a 
woe ; whose daoghter, Poljxena, has, unknown to her, died 
mi«erabl J at the moonment of Achilles' tomb, while Priam and 
her children are no more. Bat Cassandra, whom king Apollo 
dismissed as raring mad, has Agamemnon, putting aside his 
dot J to the God and the laws of right, wedded perforce bj a 
clandestine marriage.' Bat fare thee well, O thoa once pros- 
perous citT, and well-wroaght fortress. Had not Pallas, 
JoTe*s daughter, undone thee, thou hadst still been standing 
€0 thj foundations. 

McccETA. Maj I, relaxing mj former enmitj, address one 
who is nearest to my sire in race, and who is a mighty 
power, and honoured among the Gods ? 

Nett. Thou majest ; for kindred connexions, queen ^C- 
tterrm, are a no small endearment to the feelings. 

Mc(. I commend your mild disposition, but I bear words 
of common interest to thee, O king, and to myself. 

Nett. Bearest thou new intelligence from some of the Gods, 
firom Jore, or is it from* some one of the [other] Gods ? 



* Oa tkis wiprffttiiioo oomptrt my sote oo JEadu Sepi. c Th. p. 69. 
a. 1. cd. Bohn. 

* Acoordias. howrrtr, to the ScboliAst, ther only obtjuned ^thra. 

' Or, *" A bridt obuiard bv ttcftlUL** Zc^n^c, howerer. rather refers 
tm Wt iooUAil poMtioo is rustioa to QjtcmDCftn, Uia Uvfiil, wedded 

* SmA Iff! to be the proper fwee ci^ ttmin this pewife. Oa the 
' oi ieee firom the other fo^ •m bj sote am JCe^ Prom. p. 
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Mix. No^ but on aoooiiiit of T^raj, wliere we m noirwilk^ 
ing, I am come to [crave] thy iniliigncc^ that I wmj haTO it in 
common. 

Neft. Dost thou tlieoy ctsting awaj thj fimiflr enmitj, 
feel pit7 for it,* reduced to ashes bj fire ? 

Mix. First come back to this question— Wik thoa ahaie in 
counsel, and jointly labour in what I wish to do 7 

Kept. Most particularlj ; but I wish to know jonr busi- 
ness. Have jou come on account of the Greeks or the Fhir^ 
gians. 

^Iix. The Trojans, mj former oiemies^ I wish to gratifr 
and to bring upon the army of the Grieeks a bitter ^mmcj 
homewards. 

Nept. And whj dost thou leap to and fro with difivent 
feelings, and feel for whom it may happen a Tiolent hate and 
love? 

'Mis. Knowest thou not that I and mj altars liaTe been 
insulted ? 

Nept. I know when Ajax dragged Cassandra bj violence.^ 

^liN. And yet he suffered nothing, and heard [no ill words] 
from the Greeks. 

Nept. And yet did they lay waste Dion by thy power. 

Mix. Wherefore I wish, with thy assistance, to do them a 
mischief. 

Nept. Whatever you wish is ready, as fiur as I am con* 
cemed. But what wilt thou do ? 

^Iix. I >vish to bring upon them a bad voyage homewaxd. 

Nept. While tarrying near the land, or on the brinjr sea ? 

^Iix. When they shall set sail homewards from Troy.^ Jove 
will send both rain and hail unspeakable^ and darkening 
blasts of the air ; and he promises to lend me the fiery thun* 
(lerbolt, to smite the Greek, and to bum their ships with flames. 
And do thou, in turn, perform thy part in making the ^gfun 
Sea to roar with tripled waves and whirlpools of the deep^ 
and to fill Euboea's hollow recess with corpses ; that for the 
future the Greeks may know how to respect my temples^ and 
to honour the other Grods. 

Nept. These things shall be ; for the favour requires not 



* " vty, ciMUi M^itfrffuroicriCftC*" Dind. 
!• See Virg. .£11. i. 43 tqq. Hor. Ep. x. 13 



•qq. 



THE TBOADBB. 8S-1I0. 

J y^eahnilihB main ^ihieJEgtukSek; and 

of 11700011% and tfa Delian cngii and Scjtub, and 

and toe bdghts i£ Cqihareos shall contain the 

^ €i manj dead. But, go then to Oljmpna^ and re- 

irfiing tho thnnder-ehafta from thy fkther^s hands, be on the 
vaadk fbr the tioM when the Gnlek armament shall let go 
Aa cable. Bat fiwlish Qs] the mortal, who lays waste cities, 
and toaabi^ the sanctoaries of the dead } [for] haring 
them to solitode^ he ia wont himself to perish after- 

[£nl Nsmms.] 

Bfif>«^A Biia^Owretdiedone} n|^^ thy head, thj neck, 
thegroond. No looger is this Troj, or are we the so- 
SXnf. Since fortune changes^ endnre. Sail with 
aail with tkf fortune; nor present thou the prow 
_ the waves of ufe^ sailing along with thy fortunes. 
Alas! aim ! for what is there not for lapless me to bemoan, 
whose c ountr y , children, and husband are no more ? O thou 
prideof mine ancestors greatlypuffed up, now contracted into a' ' 
email compaBS, how truly art thou nothing ! Of what should I be 
ailent,and of what not be silent ? And what bemoan ? Wretched 
on account of the unhappy reclining of my members ; how 
I lying, stretching out my back upon a hard pallet ! Alas 
for my bead! Alas for my temples, and sides ! how I desire 
to torn and stretch out my back and spine upon both the walls 
€t my irame,^ for the continual elegies t>f mourning. But 
this is the house for the wretched, to chant of calamities un- 
firicDdly to the dance. Ye swift prows of ships, which [borne] 
t» sacred Troy by can, through the empurpled deep and the 
Crir harbours of Greece, with the hated Paean-song of pipes, 
mmd the dear sounding tchcc of the Syriogx, hauled up the 
okilfal-woTen Egyptian work,'* alas I in the bosom of Troy ; 



** 99 9 rA ikif Ht mi ten #v9nXX«|iiMry ia the correction of Victorius. 
Aliboagh It hM obtained tlie approTal of Dindorf. I should prefer retain- 
iHlho raadiBf of tht 1188. I haTo ibllowtd Seidier's eiplanatioo. 
■ TWrt ii srant mwkwardncw in this paaiafe, and Setdlor aeemi (a« 
I to in dins lw9¥^ for •rt ro^. I think that if wt txanapoM tho 
OM Wc and iwi, wt ahall obtain a cU^ aento, iwi diif, aicmnins* 
tht rito 00 both aidca of the ipino," (tee Rtiako,) and tic ro^ 
• . .^ mi aac bdaf taken in iu proper coattnictioo. I aaie iapriMod 
~ HMS ia tht TOMoa. 

L e. the tBckk^ cabla, Ac 
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je did oome after tlie hated wife of Menelan^ a bane to Caa* 
tor, and an ill renown to the Enrotas; she eaoaed the murder 
of Priamy the father of fiftjr duldien, and haa daahed me, the 
wretched Hecaba, upon this calamilj. Aka ! tot the ntting 
which I oceapj dose bj the tents of Agamemnon. And ^ 
an aged woman, am led captiTe from mj dwellins, with mj 
hair cut dose to mj head in sign of sorrow. 'But, O wretched 
wives of the brazen-speared !&q|ans» jre wretched giri% and 
ill-wedded, let us wail out, ^Ilinm smokes:* and, aa some 
mother, o'er her [new] fledged nestlings^ I wiU begin the 
strain ; but not such as wh^ once on a time^ I, resting on 
the sceptre of Priam, began [to hjmn] the Gods^* with the 
cheerfifl Fhrjgian beatings ot the foot that led the danoe. 

Semich. Hecuba, whjmoumest thou? And why dost thoo 
shriek out? Whither do thj words tend? For through the 
house I heard the mournful cries thou eriest; and fear roshea 
through the breasts of the Trojan women, who within the 
house are bemoaning their slavery. 

HEa O children, now is the oar-fitted hand of the Gredca 
directed to the ships. 

Sem. Alas! me wretched! What mean they? AndwiU 
they really hurry hapless me away from my ancestral land in 
ships? 

Hec. I know not, but I conjecture the misfortune. 

Seit. Alas I alas ! ye hapless Trojan women who are about 
to hear of troubles, come out of the house. The Greeks 
are arranging their departure. 

Hec. Ah ! ah I Do not now, I beseech you, send out the 
raving Cassandra, a disgrace among the 6redu, so that I 
may suffer grief on grief. Alas ! thou hapless IVoy, thou art 
no more, and miserable are they who leave thee, both living 
and dead. 

. Sem. Alas ! trembling I left these tents of Agamemnon, 
having heard thy voice, lest some resolution of the Greeks ia 
fixed to slay wretched me. Are the sailors now ready at the 
poops to ply their oars.'* 

Hec. child, I came, stricken with horror in my never- 
slumbering mind. 

'* I hare great doubu wbether wt should not read 9hSc, wilk Beiike* 
■* Mm UtexiUj, *" to, thsy are Mdj," dbc 






itlml SDd wilk whit fkfals don tbM 
Agr mktmtmmf I dbdl mI^ Mm tfa timM^ inrj Tthm 
wMwUkibmwmdidU^ ArtlMlMltiBC^tlieliattiM 
I hSkfM lim htBrn ^ waj ^Mldnm. I thdl Imto greater 
JoiK fidMr Wiw u ghl t» the cooA rf •0— Gred k m y tfMit 
wifjb^mid aaeha Ale poriA S--art dmwiiig wilcr firam Fi- 
' voM^ be a ■riemihle drudge at the Moed witen. Would 
thet I nu^ eome to tlie reDowned and prosperous oouiitiy of 
Theseus ; oh, maj I not [eoantX at all CTents, to the eddj of 
Enrocas» to hateful Therapoe, phe oountry] of Heloi, where 
I, as a sbve^ maj meet MeneiauSy the ravager of lVq]r. I 
kiTe heard a report that the holj region of Peneus, the fair- 
est base of OtjnDpus, abounds in w^lth, and in flourishing 
fruitfnhieas This is the seoood place to which I [should 
wish] to eooM^ after the ^rine country of Theseus." And I 
hear that the JElmMin t e ri ito rjr of Vukan, another of Sicilian 
Bountaia^ opposite to Phqgiicia, is proclaimed with chaplets 
of gkty.M And [so I hear of] the knd which neighboun 
to fthose who nangatef^ the Ionian Sea,** which fair Cra- 
thi% reddeoiag with its toDow locks» watorsi nourishing and 
Messing the wdl-peopled knd with its divine streams. And 
truly hither a hcnld firom the army of the Greeks, the bearer 

of Dew tidtpgs^ wends his way, htstening his swift f ootst ep a 

** aaiiiiiflirModtofinmMiun,fcrwMch<os 
iHg B'n mm nS u . Set ICaUhte. 
» Fwljiin fa nit ■BMisilftil of Atlwaiia iMJty. 
** L«i lif i Dy , •■ wiA Bwiii thst swiidi tkt 
" It is Mn diM rMkeUe thtt Mi^raic fa 
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What does he bring? What says he? For truly we are now 
the slaves of the Dorian land. 

{^Enter Talthtbius.] 

Tal. Hecuba, (for thou knowest that I have oome fre- 
quent joumejB to Trojy being sent as herald br the Givciaii 
armj, and being also before blown to thee^ Imj,) I am Tal- 
thybius who come, bearing a new message. 

Hec. This, this, dear women, was what I feared kog 
since. 

Tal. Ye are ahreadj allotted, if this was what joo feared. 

Hec. Alas ! to what ci^ of Thessalj, or Phthiiit or of the 
Cadmeian earth, dost thou say ? 

Tal. Ye are each allotted to single men respeetiYe^, and 
not together. 

Hec. To whom has each one fallen? Whom of the 
daughters of Troy will a happy lot await ? , 

Tal. I know ; but ask one thing at a time, not all at oiiee. 

Hec. Say, who has obtained my child, the wretched Cas- 
sandra? 

Tal. King Agamemnon has obtained her as a cfaoico 
prize. 

Hec. What, as a skve to his Lacedemonian wife ? Alaa ! 
for me ! 

Tal. Xot so^ but as a stealthy companion of his bed. 

Hec. What, the virgin of Phosbus, upon whom the golden- 
haired [God] bestowed the honour of an unwedded life ? 

Tal. Love for the heaven-possessed damsel hath shot the 
dart against him. 

Hec. Cast away from thee, O child, the divine keys^ and 
the sacred adornment of the garlands which you wear. 

Tax. For is it not a great thing she should obtain royal 
nuptials ? 

Hec. And what of the child whom you lately took away 
from me ? where b she ? 

Tax. Dost thou mean Polyxena ? or after whom dost tboa 
inquire? 

Hkc. To whom has the lot joined her ?'^ 

Tal. She is appointed to minister at the tomb of ArhiHoa 
" But Dindoff would omit ra^ror. 
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Hmc Woe it me ! have I giren Uith to a minister of the 
tomb ?** Bui what it this law or enttom among the Greekt^ 
myfriendt? 

Tau Deem tout daughter hap|>7 ; for the it welL 

Hec. What hatt then taid ? Doet the behold the tan at 

Tal. a bu pomettei her, to that the it releated from 
tronhlea. 

Hec. Bat what of Andromache, the wretched wife of 
Hector, whote thooghtt were on war," what fortune hat 

Tal. Her abo the ton of Achillet hat obtained at a choten 



Hec. And to whom am I the tenrant, I, who lack a ttaff 
in mj hand, at a third leg for mj aged person ? 

Tal. Uljstet^ king of Ithaca, hat obtained bj lot to have 
thee at a tUve. 

Hec Woe ! woe ! smite the shorn head, tear both cheeks 
with the naiU. Ahis ! woe is me ! I have obtained the lot 
of being the slave to a wicked and crafty man, an enemy to 
jostice, a lawless monster, who with Ids deceitful tongue ren- 
ders all things in one place before friendly, hostile in turn in 
anocher.** Groan for me, ye daughters of Troy. I, ill fated, 
have perished, I wretched, am undone, I who have fallen to 
a most ill-fortuned lot. 



" I ihoald prefer putting a note of interrogation aAer this line, thus, 
*" Aad have I brought forth,** Ac f "In the words cx«t coX^ there is a 
4aipiedlj concealed ambiguity. So in Soph. Trach. 11 GO, the oracular 
oak of Dodooa ia feigned to hare told Hercules that he would hare a re- 
lift from his trottblea ; and he (ancied therefore that he would do well ; 
Wi he did not see that by this release from troubles was meant his death — 
a state in which no trouble is found. A similar ambiguity is expressed in 
Shak^care, Macbeth, iiL 2, Lifi't/t/ui ftvtr omt, «A« sUept «m//.— For 
aAochcr ezaaple see Flor. iT. 69, respecting the death of Srtpio.*' For 
this Dole I am indebted to Mr. G. Buries. 

* Instrad of ^aXata/uro^ec, which is not a Greek word, Reiske pro- 
BMed xo^X*^<r^fKf sobeeqnently found in MS. Ham. Burges and 
nugk have pgopoeed x^^^^ne^vmpoc, which I have adopted. 

" Thia seeuM a aort of proverbial phrase, which can hardW be ex- 
d UtcfmllT. The Scholiast's note lumishes the dearest explanation. 
nl ipir lal ImfUXkmw Irrmiem drnraXa ri^feiy, cvfcc ^ '«• 
ril^w^ ifWM ri irrav^* rovre yip Xuwu, 
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CflO. Thj fate th<m knowest, respected ladj. But who of 
the Adiaians or of the Hellenes'^ will hold my fortunes ? 

Tal. Go je, O servants ; it is requisite that 70 bring oot 
Cassandra hither, as quickly as possible, that, having given 
her into the hand of the general, I may then Ind those of the 
female slaves who have been chosen by the rest Ah I what 
bright torch-flame is lit within ? Are the TVojan women 
burning the house, or what are they doing, as being aboot to 
be led away from this land to Argos? and are they burning 
their bodies, wishing to die ? Of a truth a free dispositioo 
bears ill the yoke under such circumstances. (>pen [tha 
doors], open, lest that which suits them, but is hateral to tha 
Greeks, cast blame upon me. 

Hec. It is not so, they are not burning, but my daughter, 
Cassandra, rushes hither in her maddened course. 

Cassandra, {coming forth.) Uplift [the lamp], give it,^ 
bear light. I worship. See ! see ! I illumine this festival 
with lamps. Hymen, O king Hymen ! blest is the bride- 
groom, and blest am I the bride of a royal bed, through 
Argos. Hymen, kin^ Hymen ! Since you, mother, in tears 
and groans are bemoaning my dead father and dear country, 
I kindle up this light of a lamp in honour of my nuptials, for 
splendour, for glory, to thee. Hymen, king Hymen ! And 
do thou, Hecate,*^ give light for the nuptials of the virgin, 
as is the custom. Move thy foot aloft, lead the dance, Evoe ! 
£voe ! since upon the most blest fortunes of my sire the 
dance ]is hallowed, do thou lead it, Phoebus. Amid thy 
laurel-girt temple^ I officiate as priestess, Hymen, O Hymen, 
Hymen I Dame, mother, lead [the dance], entwine thy foot 
hither and thither, hearing thy well-beloved step in tune with 
my feet. Hymen, loudly hymn the bride with hymenssal 
strain,** in happy songs and shouts. Go, ye fair-robed TVojan 
damsels, sing my nuptials, the husband destined to my couch. 

*^ From Musgrare'* note, it appears that the Aducans inhabited Lace* 
dsmon ; the Hellenes, Thcssaly. 

*" Dindorf follows the reading of the Schol. on Aristoph. At. 1717. 
I think that for 9I/3m» we ought to read etiu, with MnagraTe. 

^ But Muigrare's emendation, *£Kdj3€^ is rightly approred bj Dindorf 
in his notes. 

** Nothing more seems to be meant than the laurel grorei tamNUidinf 
the temple. 

* /Mwiari r. T. vvfifav, i. e. v^yiftfarf vvftfar, SaiBLBa. 
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Coa O qa a6% wik tlioo not laj htndf od this nving 
leirl, kn abe dimt bar BglU ttep towards the aimy of the 



Hac O YoIeiB, thou art wont to bear the torch at the 
wpriah of flMirtala. But moamAil indeed ia this flame thou 
art bindling^ and bcjond mr high bopea. JUaal my child, 
bow littk did I efer eiqwct tlMt dion shoaUst wed soch wed- 
dfaig, beneath the sword, or Argire q)ear. Giro me the 
Mtt; fiir then dost not rightly bear the flre^ raTing as a 
ifnnad, nor baTO thy fortones made thee wisc^ O child; but 
dMm art still in the same state. Bear the pine-torches witUn, 
je IVigan women, and give tean in exdiange for the wed- 



diw aongs of this ^f— *Tf^ 



O mother, adorn my victorioos head,^ and r^oioe 
tkon in niy bingly wedding, and escort me; mtid if my acts 
be not to tny lilung, posh me on forcibly. For if Apollo ex- 
isti^'* Agamemnon, the renowned king of the Greeks, shall 
tgponae in me a more ill-fated wife than Helen. For I 
aball destroy him, and lay waste his house, obtaining in re- 
turn satisfaction for my brothers and my sire. But these 
things I will pass over. I will not sing of the axe, which 
shall fall upon my neck and that of others,^ and the troubles 
resalting from a mother^s murder, which my marriage will 
cause, snd the OTcrthrow of the house of Atreus ; and I will 
exhil]it this dty as more blest than are the Greeks ; possessed, 
indeed, with frensy,yet thus much I will desist from my frantic 
rsTings, [the Greeks,] who through one woman's love, hunt- 
ing alter Helen, lost innumerable men. But the wise general, 
ibnooth, on hehalf of those most hateful destroyed the dear- 
est to him, giving up to his brother the home delights of chil- 
dren'' for a woman's sake, and this too for a woman carried 
off by her own consent, and not by violence. But when they 
arrived at the Scamander, they died off, not exiled, indeed, 
from the borders of their land or country with loft v towers ; 
and they, whom Mars destroyed, saw not their children, nor 
were they wrapped in shrouds by the hands of a wife, but on 
a stranger land they lie. And matters at home were in a 

<* Perhaps U is btClOT to take »tfff^<^MrbjilstU;*'iBnct0rio«ssaist.'' 
" L •. ^^if Loaiss it ABjbodj.** 
■ laiiautias AfUMamoa's dsatk 

• i. a. Ii " 
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flimilar state to these ; some died in widowhood, and otfaen 
[were] at home childless^ having nurtured their off^nring for 
others ;*^ nor at their tombs is Uiere any one who will offer 
blood to the earth. The expedition surely is worthy of this 
praise ! It is better not to speak of what is more base, nor let 
my muse become a bard to sing of evils. But the IVqjans^ 
in the first place, died, which is the moet/air renown, in de« 
fence of their country ; and they, whom the spear de str oyed, * 
carried as corses by their friends into their houses, obtained an 
enclosure of earth in their father land, decked by the hands 
of those whom it was meet Tto do so]. But as many of tlie 
Phrygians as died not in battle, dwdl continually day by day 
with their wives and children ; the delight from whom was 
wanting to the Greeks. And hear how Hectcnr^s state, griev- 
ous in thy estimation, stands. He is gone dead, having shown 
liimself the best of men ; and this the coming of the Greeks 
has brought to pass. But if they had remained at home, he 
would not have been known as a man of worth. Puis, too^ 
married the daughter of Jove ; but had he not married, he 
would have possessed an obscure alliance in his house. It 
behoves him therefore, whosoever is wise, to avoid war ; but 
if it come to this, it is no crown of dishonour to die nobly, 
but [to die] not nobly is inglorious. On which account, 
mother, thou shouldst not lament thy country or my nuptials ; 
for by my nuptials I shall destroy those who are most hateful 
to myself and to thee. 

Cao. How pleasantly dost thou smile upon the sorrows of 
thine own, and singest in strains, which thou perchance wflt 
prove thou hast not truly sung. 

Tal. Unless Apollo had maddened thee in mind, thou 
wouldst not with impunity have sent away my commanders from 
the land with such words as these. But pompous words, and 
but in seeming wise, are in truth nought better than nothing. 
For the most mighty sovereign of the united Greeks, the be- 
loved son of Atreus, submits himself to the love of this raving 
creature. Now I aip poor indeed, but I would not possess 
the marriage-bed of this woman. And for thee indeed, (for 

** i. e. for the benefit of MeneUui. Such an explanstion is nnich 
more ninple and to the purpoee, than if we refer the words to those who 
took care of the children of the abeent. Still, I should ptder lynrhitt's 
emendation, 1XXmc> " in Tain." 
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tiKA^iasi not thj reasoo »nght^) I give thj rqmoftches of the 

Grec^LA mud prmiaes of the Fhiygians to the winds to bear 

awmy. But follow me to the ships^ a fair alliance for our 

gdwrmL Bat do thou, when the son of Laertes wishes to 

VaA tliee» CoUow ; and thoa wilt be the servant of a modest 

woman, as thej aa j, who have come to Troy. 

CAsa^ This serrant is amfghtj fellow truly ! Why do they 
poawii the name of heralds? One common detestation to all 
sMxtals are these messengers of kings and cities. Sayest 
choo my mother will come into the al^e of Ulysses ? But 
where are the oracles of ApoUo^ interpreted by me,^ which 
aays that he shall die here ? But for the rest, I will abstain 
from reproach. Unhappy [Ulysses] I he knows not what there 
awaits him to safier, to such an extent that the troubles of 
myself and the Phrygians will at some time appear like gold. 
For, baring toiled through ten jrears in addition to [those] 
9pent here, he alone will reach his country, [during which 
yean* he will traverse the sea] where cruel Charybdis in- 
habits the narrow »tniit between the rocks, and [where 
dwWU] the mountain-rooming Cyclops, feeding on raw flesh, 
and the Li^stian Circe, that turns [men] into swine, and 
[where i:«j the ;(hipwreck in the briny sea, and the desire for 
the lotuA, and the sacred cows of the sun, which from their 
sounding flesh shall hereafter emit words bitter to Ulysses.^ 
An<l, to rum up all, living he shall descend into Hadcii, and 
having escaped the water of the sea, he shall, on his return, 
fio^l ten thou!«and ilb at home. But wherefore do I thus hurl 
forth the troubles of Ulysses ? Proceed, that with all speed 
I may wed my spouse in Iladcs.^ ^liserable as thou art, 
miserable shalt thou be entombed by night, not by day, O 
thou who thinkest that thou hast done a proud deed, thou 
leader of the sons of Danaus. And me, in trutli, a corpse, 
cast forth naked, the hollow of a rock flowing with a torrent 
stream, near thy tomb, will give to bca<«ts to banquet on, me 
the priestess of ApoUo. O garlands of the God dearest to me, 



** Bat ^pp^vw/upm ii rendered ** tdiia^** by MosgraTc. 
** Tkere weais to be tometbinf wintins : unlete we suppose with Mat- 
thi», ibat •» reCpffi to Htm «rf » ** duhnu wbicb time be will tec/' wbicb 
▼cry Ut fetcbed. I bare eopplied wbat appean to bo tbe senae. 

* LiicraUy, ** wbo aball emit aouDdinf fleab« a Toice bitter," Ac 

* AihidiBir I* the him wbicb swaasd both bcrtelf and Agamemaoo. 
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je holy ornaments, fSu'eweil ; I leare the festiTab in wiiich I 
before rejoiced. Depart from me, [plocked off] bj tearings 
by hand,*^ since, while yet my fledi is pure^ I may give these 
to the swift winds to b^ to thee, O king oifaagiiry. Where 
is the bark of the commander? Whither, wither mutt I 
embark ? But you cannot too quickly^ seize the gale with 
your sails, as being about to lead me, one of three Furies^ bom. 
this land ? Farewell, my mother, do not weep. FaieweU, 
dear country; and ye beneath the earth, my brother^ and 
the sire that begot me^ ye shall receive me after no long seasoiL 
But victorious shall I arrive among the dead, and having 
overthrown the house of the Atrides, by whom we have 
perished. 

Cho. Yc guardians of aged Hecuba, do ye not behold 
your mistress, how she falls speechless to the ground ? Will 
ye not seize hold of her? Will you let her go^ base creatures ? 
Lift upright again the aged woman. 

IIrc. Suffer me, O damsels, to lie as I have fallen. Things 
impleosant in themselves are not pleasant to me ;^^ for I am 
suffering, have suffered, and still shall suffer things worthy of 
this prostration. Gods, as vain allies indeed do I invoke 
you ; but nevertheless the calling upon the Grods seems to have 
some reason, when any one of us falls into an ill-fortuned 
event. First indeed, then it pleases me to recount my good 
fortune, for I shall excite more commiseration for my ills. 
We were of kingly lineage and wedded to a kingly line ; and I 
then g^ve birth to children surpassing in goodness^ not 
merely of the mass,^ but the chiefest among the Phrygians, 
such as no Trojan, Grecian, or barbarian woman could ever 
boast of having brought forth. And them have I beheld fidl- 

*• Compare JEach. Ag. 12G9, IM ^ 'AfroXXvy avroc Uivmv l/ii XPV* 
9rfipiav ioBiir\ 
** See nolo on Iphig. in Taur. 245, o&c dv fBdvotQ av iirptwtl 

*^ i haTO expressed Matthis'e interpretation : " rd fi4 ftkm in nniver- 
sum ralet d dv /i^ flKa j, ovrot fiXa, si ad certum hominem, h. L Heca* 
bam rcspicies*" 

«• Ruhnk. on Timsms Lex. p. 199, and 283, has collected the foUowiiif 
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loaf wnfldM 
IGreeeeadsve. Aad to 
MutdLto dot €ld i|gc^ wiD 
to kttcp dMkqrtofdM 
tlM mother of Beetor, or to bmIdb braadf aad hive 
he< oatfae gmnd lor my wrnUed bodt, after kingljr 
; we oiii^ iqaofid nned ixHiiiam uptm mj oqimlid 
thiagi eefeonly lor the pro^poPM to wcer. Alee ne 
' ! whet thia^ have I ehtained, end what ahall I 
ohtaUp through the ringle marruige oT a single wonaan ! O 
child, O CasModn, joint Bacchant with the Gods, for what 
calaautiet hast thou broken thj chastity ! And thoa too, O 
wretcbed Polrxena, where art thou? Since wretched me nor 
nor female oApring aidi^ although many were bom to 
Why then do ye raise me up? Under what hopes? 
Coodoet the foot once delicate in Troy, but now endared, to 
n mat hud oo the ground, and to a (mUow of rock, that £dling 
down, I may die, wasted away to nought with tears. But 
think that of the well fortuned none is fortunate before he 



Caa Sag to me,^ O Muse, a sad song of Troy, in the 
tearful strains of new hymns ; for now will I peal forth a song 
iimctinin^^ Troy, how through the four-footed chariot^ of 
the Greeks I wretched was undone, captured by the spear, 
when the Greeks. left the hone at the gates, snorting hcmren 
k^^^ with golden trappings, with arms in it Ani stand- 
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ing on the Trojan height,^ the people shouted : ** G% ye that 
now rest from toils, conduct this holy image in honour to tha 
Trojan virgin, daughter of Jove." What youth, what old 
man went not from their houses ? And r^oicing in songs^ 
they obtained the crafty bane. And the whole race of &e 
Phrygians rushed to the gates, about to offer the armed band 
of the Greeks and the bane of Troy, [enclosed] in the moon- 
tain fir to the Goddess, the gift of the unyoked divine hone ;^ 
and dragged by surrounding ropes, like the dark hull of • 
ship, they placed it on the stone seats and the plain Fallas, 
fraught with slaughter to their country. And upon their toil 
and joy nightly gloom came, and the Libyan lotus [pipoj 
sounded, and Phrygian songs, and virgins chaunted the joy- 
ous song^ amid the uplifted beating of their feet, and in the 
houses the brilliant light of fire gave forth a dusky light f dur- 
ing sleep.^^ And I around the house was then celebrating with 
dances the mountain-loving Diana, daughter of Jove, when • 
cry of slaughter through the city seized the dwellings of Per- 
gamus, and beloved children stretched forth their hands in 
terror^' around their mother's garments, and from the treach- 
erous snore Mars went forth, the work of Virgin Minerva. 
And slaughters of the Phrygians around the altars, and head- 
severing desolations of the youths in the beds, brought a crown 
for Greece, the nourisher of youth, and grief to the coontij 
of the Phrygians. 

Hecuba, dost thou behold Andromache borne hither in • 
strange chariot? And near the rowing^ of her breasts fol- 
lows dear Ascanius, the little son of Hector. 

^ i. c. Btandiupr, they shouted from the rock. Cf. M^tth. Gk. Gr. 1 596, 
c. With the whole of the following passage compare Virg. ^n. ii. 478 
sqq. Petron. } 89, ** Jam turba portis Ubera, ac bello carens, lo toU pro* 
perans: flctibus manant gense, Mentiique panda giudinm kcrjmaa 
habet." Tr}'phiodor. 247 sqq. 

^ See Matthiie. 

** I hare omitted r' aller fio&v. with Matthi«. 

*> Dindorf regards IcktKiv leap S;irvy as a clumsy attempt to 6U up a 
lacuna. In explaining /liX. aiyXav, I have followed Matthic, who na* 
ders it, '* lucem fumo mTolutam." 

" I should prefer reading irroqiui^ referring it to futrpi, 

** This absurd expression had oest be taken for grantsd* Tha as* 
planations only make it more ridicoloos. 
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[AxDBOXACm appear$f borne in a chariot,'] 

Hbc. Where, where art thoa home on the hack of the 
ckarioC, O hapless woman, aitdng hy the hrasen anna of 
Hector and the tpear-captared apmla of the Phrrgiansy wiUi 
wkichy [taken] from Troj, the son of Achilles will adorn the 
Samples of Phthia? 

AxML Grecian masters are leading me. 

Bmc Alas! 

AxML Whr dost thoa groan forth mr psoan ? 

Hsa Alas! 

AxML for these woes — 

Hic O Jorel 

AxML —and calamity. 

Hec O children ! 

Ajrim. Once we were.^ 

Hec. Pnwpcritjr is gone, Troy is gone. 

AxDB. Wretched. 

Hec And my noblc-bom children — 

AxDB. Alas! alas! 

Hec. Alas ! indeed, for my — 

Ajtdb. — woes. 

Heb. O piteous fate 

AxDB. of the city, 

Hec. which is smoking. 

AxDB. Would tliou roightest return to mc, husband. 

IlEa Thou cricst after my son that is in Uadcd, O 
wretched one. 

AxDB. The strength of thy wife. 

Hec. You indeed, terror of the Greeks, who wast once 
the eldest of my children, bear mc to Priam in Hades. 

AxDB. These are great troubles,^ wretched one; these 
w^oes we suffer, the city being undone, and griefs succ^^ on 
griefs, by the ill will of the Gods, when thy son^ escaped 
death, who mined Troy for the sake of hateful nuptials. And 
the blood-stained corses of the dead are stretched out near 

•• CL Virf. iEa. ii. 325, " fuimai Troci, fuit lUum, tt iofent Gloria 



>• 1 tmti wiwm with Wakefldd, Barges, tad Matthi«« 
• i. a. Puis. 
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the Groddess PallaSy for Tultures to etaerj ofl^ tad Xraj has 
fallen under the yoke of sUveiy. 

Hec. O eountry, hapless oountxy, I bemoan thee deserted. 
Now thoa beholdest a piteous en^ and my bonse^ where I 
saw the light O ehildreny your moUier^ bereft of her eity, 
is deserted. Whst moiirning» and what grief» and tears iqioii 
tears are shed for our house ! Bat the tesrlem dead fiiigeCa 
troubles. 

Cho. How sweet to those who have &red ill are tean^ and 
the lamentations of mournings and the Mose^ whose p s<pf iii ee 
is griefl 

Akdb. O mother of Hector, the man who oooe on • 
destroyed a mighty number of the Greeks with tiie 
dost thou behold these things ? 

Hsa I see the work of the Godsi how that thej eall 
tower-like some things that were nought, but destroy ocfaera 
that are in repute.'^ 

Andr. I am carried away as booty with my child, and no* 
ble birth comes to a state of slavery, subject to so manj 
changes. 

Hec. Terrible is necessity. Cassandra has but just gone 
away, snatched from me by violence. 

Andr. Alas ! alas ! some other second Ajaz,** as it seema, 
has appeared for your daughter, and thou art »M»lp»«ii*y 
through other ills. 

Hec. Ay, [in troubles] of which I have neither mea- 
sure or number; for trouble comes into contest with 
trouble. 

Andb. Thy child Polyzena is dead, sacrificed at the tomb 
of Achilles, an ofiering to the lifeless dead. 

Hec. Alas me wretched I this was that riddle, whidi, 
though clear, Taltbybius not clearly told me just now. 

Andr. I myself beheld her, and, quitting this chariot, I 
covered her corpse with garments, and struck my breast in 
sorrow. 

Hec. Alas ! alas ! for the impious sacrifice. Alas t again 
and again, how evilly am I undone ! 

Akdb. She has perished as she has perished ; but riever* 

" MuagnTe comparet Hec 295, dKc rwy ^•covvn#y. 
** L •• Agamemnoii, spoken with a reference to Ajax OUeoi. Bemsi 
well oomparet Virg. iBn. tL 89, *" alius Latio Jam parUis AiAiUek" 
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• if the kid MC kdbold dw 
^Hfad^aBdhMmMMoThvoratiMUek Bm 1, 
hSrtog Aoc Ae fliTOv, aad hetffag ekatoed Men tte» a food 
Rpei^ heie antfed goed Sartaaeu 7er all eaA aeliv ae aie 
ne pnpar datjf ef woaMa^ I have piadfaed dbflaoag^bljB the 
hoaee of Heelor. Li the iiat phec^ ndeed, Oat aMtler, 
whkh, whether iqHoaA fidl or ftll aet apoa «oaMB» itedf 
hriagB tbfa [ l e p roa ch ] of a bad lepotatioa, opoa her who re- 
naiat aot at hooie,^ giving up the dedre of this» I tarried in 
mj dweUiag, and adoiittcd not the gamiloot ulk of woomo 
withia my houses bot hariog mj imad at hooie as a good 
preceptor, I had all I wished. And to wj hosbend I pre- 
aeated tbe sileoee of toagae and a quiet look, and I knew in 
what thiags it behored me to prerail over mj hosband, and 
how to yield to him the Tietorj ia the things it behored me. 
Aad the report of thfa eondaet reaching the annr of the 
Gtaeksi has andone me ; for wben I was capcorM, the son of 
Achillft wished to take me for his wife, and I shall be a slave 
hi the boose of the marderers Tof my hnsband]. But it, tat' 
getting the beloved perpoo of Hector, I open my heart to mr 
bsabmid, I shall seem base towards the dead; bot if 
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on the Other hand I loathe him, I shall be hated hf my mas- 
ters. And yet they say that one night lenunrea the hatred of 
a woman towards a husband's bed. I hold in contempt the 
woman, who^ having cast away from her a former busbandy 
loves another in new wedlock. For not even a fiUy^ which 
has been separated from the one mate trained up with hn; 
easily draws the yoke ; and yet the race of beasts is without 
a voice, and has no use of reason, and is deficient br nature. 
But thee, dear Hector, I had as a husband sufficing for me in 
intellect, in nobility, and mighty in riches and valour ; and 
receiving me without a stain from my father's hoose^ thoa - 
first were united to me in my virgin becL^ And now thou art 
no more, and I a captive shidl be carried away to the voke of 
slavery, in a ship to Greece. Is not the d«ith of Polyzena, 
which you mourn, less than my troubles ? For to me there is 
not even hope, which is left to all [other] mortals, nor am I 
deceived in mind [by the expectation] that I shall do wdL 
Still even to expect is pleasant. 

Cho. Thou art come into the same state of calamity ; and 
lamenting thine own fate, thou teachest me in what a state of 
troubles I am. 

IIec. I myself have never embarked on the hull of the ship ; 
but I am acquainted Tvdth it, both seeing it in a picture, and 
by hearing of it. If a storm be moderate for the sailors to 
bear, they exhibit an earnestness to be saved from troubles, 
one going to the helm, another to the sails, another keeping 
out the water from the ship ; but if the sea, greatly disturbed, 
overcomes them, they, yielding to fortune, are wont to give 
themselves up to the course of the waves. Thus also I, hav- 
ing many troubles, am speechless, and, succumbing, hold mj 
tongue ; for the tempest sent by the Gods overpowers me. 
But do thou, dear child, dismiss the fortpnes of Hector ; thy 
tears cannot restore him ; and honour thy present lord, pre- 
senting to thy husband the sweet endearment of thy manners. 
And if thou doest this, thou wilt delight thy friends in com- 
mon, and be able to train up this son of (my) s(m, a very great 
helptoTroy. So that the children bom from thee may at some 
time dwell again in Th>y, and it still become a city. But, (for 
one speech arises af^er another,) what servant is this of the 

** So Virsil, ** Coi pater intactam dedcrat, primisqiif juffciat Omiai* 
boa." 
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I i«uB bebold «liM apfrnttcfatng m a Idler 

[StUir Taltbthui. j 

Tai» Thoa tlM wilii of Heetor, ooee the bravest of the 
PhfTgioM^ loathe me not;* ftrnot wiDiiis^y do I bear the 

of the 6reck% and of the foos of Pelope. 
WhtA ii it? How thoadoet b^gin a prelude of 

lor BO • 

Tal. It has been determiBod that this boj— how shall I 
' thewofd? 
DB. What, that he shaD not hare the some master 
•awe? 

Tal. Kercr shaU any one of the Greeks be his master. 

Ann. Bat [has it been determined] to leare him here, a 
ffCBuumt of the Phrygians ? 

Tal. I know not how to tell thee erils gently. 

AxDB. I coouneod your delicacy, save if you tell good 
thin^ 

Tal. They will slay thy son — ^that you may hear a great ill. 

Axon. Aks ! how do I hear this, a greater evil than my 
nopcials ! 

Tal. And Ulysses, speaking among the assembled Greeks, 
preraila. 

An>B. Woe ! woe again ! for we are sifffcring no moderate 
ilk.— 

Tal. Having spoken thus : ** Do not train up the son of a 
wmoa excellent sire." 

A9n>B. Such victory may he gain on behalf his own ! 

Tal. ** But it behoved them to cast him down from the 
towers of Troy." [And so let it be, and you will appear more 
wise ;] nor do thou cling to him, but grieve nobly in thy trou- 
bles, nor think that you have any power, having none. For 
thon hast no resource ; and vou must reflect both thy city 
aad husband are no more, and thou art overpowered, and we 
are able to make a stand against a single woman. On this 
ant I wiah thee neither to love strife, nor to do any thing 
or invidioQS, nor yet to hurl curses against the Greeks 

• Ci:ScMe.Troad.UaL«'Diinvmiaiatcrtoilk,lioepriaaaipclo; Vi 

itv SMO» NooMM ciadMBoalra: Orskraa* SM* 

waLT 8m Bnmck. sa Soph. Aat m sq. 
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For if thou shall say any thing at which the army will he 
angry, this child will neither be buried, nor meet with la- 
mentation. But keeping silence^ and bearing Uiy fortimes 
welly thou wilt not leare the corpse of this boj unboried, and 
wilt thyself meet with Greeks more kind. 

Akdr. O dearest child, O thou above all things priiedy 
thou wilt perish at the hands of foes, leaving thy wretched 
mother. TVuly the nobleness of thy sire hath undone thee^ tluit 
which was wont to be the protection of otliers ; bat the InraTerj 
of thy father came not seasonably for thee. O my fll-for^ 
tuned bed and bridals, with which I once on a time entered 
the house of Hector, not as about to bear a victim for the 
Greeks, but a king for fertile Asia. O child, dost thoo weep ? 
Dost thou perceive thy troubles ? Why dost thou seise me 
with thy hand, and cling to my garments, crouching under 
my w4ngs like a nestling ? Hector will not come, having 
seized his renowned spear, returning from beneath the earth, 
bearing safety to thee, nor the kindred of thy sire, nor the 
strength of the Phrygians. But falling on thy neck withoat 
pity by a grievous leap from aloft, thou wilt burst thy wind* 
pipe. O youthful burden of my arms, most dear to thy 
mother, O sweet odour of thy skin, vainly in truth did this 
breast nourish thee in thy swaddling clothes, and vainly did 
I toil and was worn down with cares. Now, never again, 
embrace thy mother, fall at the feet of her who bore thee, 
and wind thy arms around my back, and join thy lips to 
mine. Greeks, who have devised barbarian ills, why slay 
ye this child, in nothing guilty ? germ of Tyndarus, thou 
art no daughter of Jove, but I deem thee to have sprungftom 
many fathers, first from an Evil Genius, then from Envj, 
Murder, and Death, and as many ills as the earth cherishes. 
For never will I say tlwt Jove begat thee, a bane to many 
both barbarians and Greelcs. Perdition seize thee I f<^ 
through thy too bright eyes thou hast basely destroyed the 
renowned plains of the Phrygians. Drag, bear away, cast 
headlong, if to cast headlong seems good ; banquet on his 
flesh. For we by the Gods are undone, and cannot<ward off 
death from our son. Hide my wretched frame, and cast me 
into the ship ; for to a pleasant wedding do I wend my way, 
having lost my child. 
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thou host the filling of the cape of Jovc^ a moBt gloriomierrioe^ 
stepping delicatelj amid the offerings of golden wine-pomings; 
but the land which gave thee binh is ravaged bj fire^ and 
the sea-shores resound. like as a bird mourns for her joan^ 
some for their husbands^ some for their children, and tome 
for their aged mothers.^ But thj dewj paths and the irSULi 
courses of the games are no more ; but thou art nurturing 
thy youthful face in beauty at the throne of Jove^ in a s w eet 
calm ; but the Grecian spear has undone the land of Priam. 
Love, love, thou that once camest to the Dardanian houses 
an object of care to the Gods of heaven, how gloriouslj than 
didst thou exalt Troy, joining alliance with the Gcds! I 
will no longer speak of the disgrace of Jove ;^' but the light 
of white-pinion^ day, beloved bv mortals^ beheld the luid 
[of Troy] destroyed, beheld the ruin of Pergamus, [altluNighl 
having ^^ a husband descended from thb land as her partner,^ 
whom the four-horsed golden chariot of the stars snatdied 
off, a great hope to his father-land ; but the affections of the 
Gods for Troy have disappeared.^ 

\Enttr Meneulus.] 

Men. O thou fair-shining beam of the sun on this day,^ 
in which I shall obtain possession of my wife Helen ; for I 
am that Menelaus who have toiled much, as did the Aduean 
host J* But I came to Troy, not, as they think I did, on ao* 
count of my wife, but against the man, who, having deceived 
his host, stole away my wife from my house. He^ then, has , 
paid the penalty to the Gods, himself and his land faUing bj ' 
the Grecian spear. But I am come to lead away the Laee* 
damionian woman, (for I cannot with pleasure call her by the 
name of wife, who once was mine,) for in this enslaved dwell- 
ing she is numbered, with the other Th>jan women. For 

^ We must supply yvvalcf c, i. e. " the women on the sea-shore." 
^ i. e. Ganjmetie. But I should prefer ovc ic omi^oc with MS. Flor. 
and Valckenaor ; i. e. *' I will not lay Jore's lore to his disgrace.** 
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'* ixovaa agrees with 17/Aipa implied in rb rac Aft. fi^ryoc* 

^ i. e. Tithonos. n cyowoc^ is used passirely ■■ " onnndos.' 

** L e. arail not. These lores were, I. Jore s passion for Ganymede^ 

11. Aurora's for Tithonus, III. Venus' for Anchises: which kflt our 

poet omits. Of. Orid Heroid. zr. 195 sqq. 
" r6i% limits the exclamation to this sense. 
" 8ee Malthis's note. 
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they who obtaiac4 her by the toil of the spear, have giTCn 
her to me to slay, or, if not slayiag her, I wisli to lead her 
back agnio to the Grecian land. But it ia my (letermiaation 
to let nloae the fate of Helen, while in Troy, but to lead her 
in a sailing bark to the bad of Greece, and then to give her 
there to be slain, aa a penalty for aa many as have died, her 
friends at Troy. But come, ye servants, enter the house, 
bring her out, dragging her by her hair with blood deHled ; 
but when favourable breezes come, we will send her to Greece. 

IIec. O chariot of earth, and thou who hast thy seat over 
earth, whoever tbou art, hard to be known even by conjec- 
ture, Jove, whether [thou art] the necessity of nature, or the 
mind of mortals, I pray to thee ; for, proceeding by a noiseless 
track, thou guidest all mortal affairs according to justice. ■ 

Men. What is it, that you have made a new prayer to ■ 
the Gods ? I 

Hec. I commend you, dfenclaus, should you slny your wife. * 
But, beholding this woman, {pointing to Htlen,) Hy, lest she 
make thee a captive by a desire for her. For her eyes de- 
stroy men, devastate cities, and fire houses. Such bewitch- 
ing wile^ hath she. I know her, and tliou, and thoy who ' 
have suffered. 

Helen. Menelaus, this prelude indeed is fit matter for 
fear ; for by the hands of thy servants am I hurried out by 
force before these dwellings. But I know full well that I 
am loathed by thee ; yet still I would foin ask what resolves 
there are to the Greeks and thyself concerning my life. 

^Iex. Yon have not arrived at a settled judgment, but the 
whole army, whom you injured, have given you to me to slay. 

Hel. Is it permitted me then to answer by a speech, to J 
this point, that if I die, I shall not die justly? ] 

Mcv. I have not come for words, but to kill thee. 

Hec. Listen to her, lest she die lacking a hearing, O Mena- 
laus, and leave a speech on the contrary aide against her to 
me ; for thou knowest nought of her misdeeds at Troy. And 
my whole reasons, when put together, will cause her death, 
•0 that she shall in no wise escape. 

Mek. This grant requires delay; but if she wishes to 
speak, she may. But it is on account of thy request, (that 
she may know it,) that I give her this permission ; but I will 
not grsat it for her own sake. 
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Hel. Thou porchancey deeming me an enemy, wilt not an- 
swer me^ whether I seem to apeak weU or ilL But I will 
answer the pointSi^ where I think thou wouldst accuse me^ 
if 70a came to the question with me^ opposiiu^ m j eharges 
andthine. First, this woman, in bringing mthJrais^bitNig^ 
forth the beginning of evils ; seoondlj, Uie old man de sU oj ed 
both Troj and mj^^ in not slaying the inftnt Paris at tba 
time, that bitter mimicry of a firebrand. Henceforth hear 
how the rest of matters stand. Thb youth judged the triple 
yoke of the three Goddesses. And Pallas^ gift to Paris was 
that, leading an army oi Phrygians, he should overturn 
Greece ; but Juno promised that he should possess Aain and 
the bounds oi Europe as a kingdom, if Psris should give a 
verdict for her ; but Venus, celebrating greatly my person, 
promised to bestow me as a gift, if sbk &ould surpass Uie 
Goddesses in beauty. Now consider the progress of the stoij, 
how it stands. Venus conquers the Goddesses. And thus nr 
my nuptials benefited Greece. Ye were not overcome by the 
barbarians, either in standing against their spears^ or by their 
tyranny. But in those things in which Greece was fortonalo^ 
I was undone, being sold for [the prise of adjudged] beauty,*^ 
and I am reproach^ with those thingSi on account of whidi I 
ought rather to wear a crown upon my head. Tou will say 
that I have not yet come to the matter in hand, how I privDj 
departed from Uiy house. The Evil Genius of this woman 
came, ^whether you will call him Alexander or Paris,) having 
with hmi no weak a Groddess ; whom thou, O most base one, 
leaving in your house, didst set sail in a ship for the land of. 
Crete. Well ! I will not ask thee, but myself, with what in- 
tent did I follow a stranger from my home, betrajring my 
country and house ? Chastise the Goddess, and be thou uKure 
potent than Jove ; who over the other Gods indeed has power, 
but is her slave ; and there is an excuse fat me. But after 
this tiiou mayest find a specious charge against me ; [that] 
when Alexander, djring, went beneath the recesses of the 
earth, it behoved me, since my nuptials were no longer the 
worked the Gods, to quit the houses and to come to the diipa of 

** Heath ri|^y itnuurki, that AmMta must be diitinfniihed by a 
coiBina, so M to fottm tuTMofUiTtu 

** i. e. told to Ptris hj Vaaui* as a rswird ibr hit dedsioa in 
&voar. 
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ArgOBy haying tmt litde State ; biit» qmttiiig l^arta,t]ioa didst 
hope that the dtj of the PhiygianSy lowing with gold, would 
oyerwhehn thee ID extravagance. NorwerethedweDingaof 
MeneUus sufficient {at thee to wanton in thy luxnrj, Wdl I 
for thon sajest that mrson carried thee away foraUj. Who 
<^ the Spartans perceived it? Or what crj didst thoa otter, 
while Castor^ thy hrother, was ayoath jet Uving^and not yet 
among the stars. And when then earnest to Troy, and tba 
Axgives after thy footsteps, and there was a contest with tba 
spear, you used to commend Mendaus, if his affiun were 
announced to thee as prospering, in order that my son might 
be annoyed, Imving a mighty competitor for thy lore. Bnt 
if the IVojanswere succeMfuJ, he was nothing. And looking 
to fortune, yon studied to follow after it, bat did not wish Fto 
follow] virtue. And then you say that yon tried to steal tky 
body away, letting it down flrom the towers, as if remaining 
against your will ? Where^ I pray, was you caught either 
hanging from ropes, or sharpening the sword? which a n» 
nerous woman would have done» had she kmged after hor 
former husband ? And yet I admonishedthee much and often : 
** O daughter, go away ; and my sons shall form other mar* 
riagcs ; and I, having aided thy stealthy escape, will send theo 
to the Grecian ships ; and do thou cause the Greeks and our* 
selves to cease from strife. But thb was bitter to thee ; for 
thou wast wantoning in the house of Alexander, and wished 
to be reverenced by the barbarians. For great thoughts 
were thine ; and, moreover, you came forth having carefully ar- 
ranged thy body, and didst behold the same sky as thy husband, 
O thou despicable one ! whom it behoved to come humble in 
tattered rags, trembling with dread, and with thy head shaven, 
Scythian-Uke,^ having more of modesty than shamelessneas, 
after thy former sins. Menelaus, (that thou mayest know, 
where I will end my words,) do thou place a crown on Greece^ 
slaying this wonuui, as becomes thee, and establish this law fiir 
other women, that she shall die who betrays her husband. 

Geo. lilenelaus, punish thy wife in a manner befitting thy 
ancestors and house, and remove from Greece the reproach of 
effeminacy; showing thyself noble against thy enemies. 

Men. Iliou hast fallen into the same opinion with myself^ 
that this woman went willingly from my housjB to a Strang* 

•> See Banet'f note. 
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^ and thatYenns it introduced in her tale bjwaj of gloss. 

iu» the stoomi and in brief time recompense the long la- 

of the Greeks, djing, that thoa majest leam not to 



Do not, I implore yoa bj joor knees, charging me 
the disorder sent hj the Gods, slay me, but forgiye. 
x\|ec. Nor do thou betray those allies of thine, whom she 
^^ destroyed. I beseech thee oo their behalf and their 
^ildrenV 

Hex. Cease, aged woman; but for this one I care not* 
Bit I bid my scrrants bear her away to the prows of the ships, 
where she ^11 take her voyage. 

Hcc Let her not embark in the same ship with thee. 

llcK. And why? Carries she a heavier weight than before ? 

Hcc lie is no lover, who does not love for ever. 

Mcy. That the mind of loved ones may turn out (as it 
wiU) ; but it shall be as you wish ; for she shall not embark 
IB the ship in which I do ; for you do not say ill. But arriving 
at Argos, she, a bad woman, shall ])cri.<*h badly, as she de- 
serves, and sliall establish [a law] for women to be eliaste. 
This indeed is not easy: but nevertheless her death will 
brinp: fear on their follv, even though they be still worse. 

Clio. Thus then hast thou, O Jove, betrayed to the Greeks 
tby shrine and altar of frankincense in Troy, and the flame of 
cmkes, and the smoke of m}Trh reachin;^ to heaven, and holy 
Pergamus, and the IcLxan, Idxan ;rroves ivy-bearing, (and) 
watered by the river-like snow, and the 1x>undary fir^t lit by 
the sun, the shining, divine [mountain's] height/^ Vanished 
are thy sacrifices, and the well-omened sounds of dance:*, and 
vigils for the Gods during the live-long night, and the forms 
of golden images, and the divine full-moons twelve in number. 
There is a care to me, a care to me, O king, whether thou re- 
gardest these things, dwelling in tby celestial abode of iEther, 
while my city is perishing, which a burning attack of flame 
has caused to be dissolved. O dear, O husband mine, thou 
indeed in death art roaming, unburied, with no lustral sti^eam:^ 



* i. c. tbe fommit of lia, called rififtmr, becaote ilie tun't Itsht is firai 
Ti«blc vpoQ ii, htinf observed at nigbt. Musgrsrt refefs to Mela ii. 18. 
DM. Sic. iTiL 7. Lucret. r. 662. 

** Bwfct ^ooiM mod appositely Hefrcbios: 'ArtVpovoc [be reads 
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but me shall a marine abipy fittting along with ita wingi^ bear 
over the aea to the horse-feeding Argos^ and to where thej 
inhabit the heaven-towering stone fortresaes of the Opdopa. 
But a multitude of children at the gates groan lopg^ with 
tears, they cry, thej cry :— -Alas I im»ther I the Greeks will 
cany me alone away from thy sight toa dark ahip with sea* 
stirring oars, or to holy Salamis, or to the summit of Isthniiia 
that overlooks two seas, where the land of PelqM has its 
gates. Would that, while the bark of Menelaus is pasnng 
through the midst of tlie sea, the double holy fire of tlM thim- 
derbolt in the iBgean Sea^ might fall upon the middle of 
the ship,^' because it bears me much-smrowing from my own 
land of Th>y, a slave for Greece. But the daughter of Jove 
possesses golden mirrors, the delight of vimns.^ But never 
may she come to the city of Sparta and to the marriage chain* 
ber at the paternal hearth, nor to the city of Fitani, and to the 
Goddess with the brazen gates,^ bringing upon mighty 
Greece the disgrace of her inauspicious nuptials^ and in torn 
sad sufferings to Simois' streams. Alas ! idas ! new fortunes 
upon new in turn befall this land. See, ye wretched wives 
of the Trojans, the corpse of Astjranax fbrought] hither, 
whom the Greeks have slain by a cruel hurling from the 
towers. 

Tal. O Hecuba, one ship^ which is lef^ is about to con* 
vey the remaining spoils of the son of Achilles to the shores 
of Phthia. But Neoptolemus himself has gone, having heard 
some new misfortune of Peleus, how that Acastus^ the sod of 
Pelias,^ has expelled him from his countnr. On which ac- 
count he has departed more hastily, than if he had grace of 
delay, and with him Andromache, the cause to me of many 

** From the affinity of cargopoc to arpopoc* *ad other similar wocda» 
(see Matthic, and Valck. on Theocriu Adoniay. p. 243,) I think v« 
ihall do little violence in considering that an idea of gxtetuiom or Imftt it 
implied, and hence we may take arivti sar^opa to mean " groaa eon* 
tinually." Maithie's explanation, ** lacrymis quasi oppttii/^ seems to 
please him but indifierenUy. 

•• I prefer irXarac with Dindorf. 

** Matthic takes 'Aiyaiov with rep. wvp, not with iU#oy wiXayQ, 

" These words are strangely placed. 8ee Dindorf. 

•• The temple of Minerva Chalchioik^ at Sparta. Ct HeL SSft. 

** Literally, *' the rowing of one ship." 

** See Barnes's note, and a long, hot important disquisitioB of the 
Scholiast. 
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not know it» ^ and having [poBsessions] at home^ tboa hast 
used nothing. O wretched one, how miaerahl/ have thj 
ancestral waBs, the fortifications of Loxiaa^ shorn thine hair,*^ 
whose rich locks thy mother nurtured well, and gave to it 
kisses, from whence, amid the broken honea^ murder grina 
out, not to speak what is shocking. '^^ O hands, liow do je 
bear the pleasant likeness of your father ; but for me ye lie re* 
laxed in your joints. O beloved mouth, that used to utter 
numj a boast, thou hast perished; thou hast deoeived me^ 
since, clinging fast to my garments, thou wouldst aay, ^ O 
mother, truly will I cut off many locks of my hair for thee^ 
and to thy tomb *^ will lead bands of my compeers, present- 
ing a friendly address [to thy manes]. But thou dost not 
[bury] me, but I, an aged wcnnan, without a city, withoat 
children, bury thee the younger, a wretched corse. Alas 1 
those many embracings, and my cares in nursing, and those 
t sleeps '^'t have vanished. And what inscription would a 
poet write for thee on thy tomb ? " This boy, who lies hcre^*** 
the Greeks once on a time slew through fear ?" A disgrace- 
ful inscription, indeed, for Greece ! But, O thou, who haat 
not obtained thy ancestral possessions, nevertheless shalt thon 
have [thy father's] brass-backed sliield, in which thou shalt 
be buried. O thou that hast oft preserved the fair-formed 
arm of Hector, thou hast lost thy best guardian. How sweet 
is the impression [of his hand] which lies upon the dasp^^^ 
and the sweat upon the well-turned circumference of the 
shield, which Hector hath often, amidst his tculs, dropped 
from his forehead, placing thee against his cheek. Come, 
bring the adornments for the wretched corse, according to 
our present means ; for the deity gives no fortune for splen- 
dour ; but from such as I have, shalt thou receive these. But 
foolish is the mortal, who, seeming to fare well, securelj le- 

** Seidler rightly fupplies ovk oMd, i?wv tai yvovc^ 

^ Matthia obsen-es, Koarbc is referred to fiovrpvxov in ts. 1175, Iks 
signification of which is already contained in ccctpi v. 

iM Meaning the scattered brain. See the commentators. 

** Burg. U6yoi r* dvTvoi, Herm. "Tirvoi / aihrvot. 

^ I cannot see any sense in Cirvoc, and Musgrare's viivoi is little bet- 
ter. I think flr^Mi is the correct reading, as rpofai wivoi r' ictlvot ^ 
**tkal laboar I mderwent in bringing thee up/' seems at once a deer 
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jmoes ; for in their ehanges misfprtunes^ like an insane man, 
leap here and there, and the aame man is never fortunate. 

Cho. And tmly these women are bearing in their hands 
the decoration of Phrygian spoils to fit the dead. 

Hzc O ehildy thee not conquering thy compeers on horse- 
iMck or in arehery, which customs the Phrygians cultivate, 
not hunting'^ after these pursuits to excess — ^to thee the 
mother of thy sire offers gifts of what was once thine, but now 
the heaven-detested Helen hath bereft thee^ and moreover 
bath taken away thy life^ and thoroughly destroyed thine 
whole house. 

Cbo. Alas! alas! thou hast touched, thou hast touched 
my very soul, O thou who wast once a mighty ruler of the city. 

HEa But those in which thou oughtest to have chid thy 
person, wedding the best damsel of the Asiatics, these Phrygian 
robes I fit to thy skin. And thou, that once wast the victo- 
rious mother of ten thousand trophies, thou beloved shield of 
Hector, receive this crown, for thou shalt die, not being dead, 
with tUs corse, since it b meet to honour thee much more than 
the arms of the crafty and vile Ulysses. 

Cho. Alas ! alas I the earth wHl receive thee, a sad object 
of wailing, O child ; groan, O mother. 

HEa AlasI 

Cbo. The lamentation for the dead. . 

HEa Alas for me ! 

Cbo. Alas ! indeed, for thy ill-fated woes. 

HEa Thy wounds, indeed, I will unhappy heal with band- 
ages, possessing the name of a physician, but not the deeds. 
]^t for the matters among the dead thy father will take care. 

Cbo. Smite, smite the head with thy hand, giving frequent 
beatings of the hand. Alas, for me ! 

HEa O dearest women. 

Cbo. [Hecuba], • • • • say**^ what cry thou utterest. 

HEa There was nought [determined] by the Grods, save 
toils for me ; and Troy is hated far above all cities, and vainly 
did we sacrifice steers. But unless a God had overturn^ 
us, casting us from above beneath the earth, being in ob- 
scurity, we should not be hymned in song, furnishing a sub- 

*^ HenBann renden, ** non nimium his studiit se dantet." Seidler 
thinks there is a tltf^ alluaion to the immoderate paaskm ibr hunting 
•Booff the Atheniana. 
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ject of poems for mortals hereafter. 60^ hary the dead in 
his sad tomb, for he has soch adcnnments of Uie dead as are 
suitable. But I think that it makes little difference to the 
dead, if any one obtains sumptuous funeral attire. For this 
is a vain boast even among the living. 

Cho. Alas ! alas ! wretched mother, who hast come to an 
end of the great hopes of life in thee. And being deemed veij 
happy, in that thou wast sprung from noble ancestori^ thoQ 
hast perished by a fearful death. 

Hec. Woe ! woe ! Whom do I see on these Th>jan heights 
shaking their hands fiery with brands? Is some new ill 
about to befall Troy. 

Tal. I proclaim to you leaders of the bands, who are ap- 
pointed to bum this citadel of Priam, no longer to keep the 
flame idle in your hands, but to hurl the fire, that, having 
razed the city of Bium, we may gladly set sail home from Troj. 
But (that the same speech may have two forms ^^) go^ ye 
ofispring of the Trojans, when the chieftains of the army give 
the clear sound of the trumpet, to the ships of the Greeks, 
that ye may set sail from the land. And do thou, O aged, 
most unfortunate lady, follow me. These are come titer 
thee from Ulysses, to whom the lot sends you a slave from 
this land. 

Hec. Alas mc wretched ! Tliis then is the last, the 
boundary at last of all my woes. I shall go from my country ; 
my city is burnt up with fire. But do thou, O aged foot, fol- 
low, although with difficulty, that I may salute my hapless 
city. O Troy, thou, that once didst breathe a mighty spirit 
among barbarians, wilt soon be deprived of thy renowned name. 
They are bumin;^ thee, and leading us slaves from out the 
land. Alas ! ye Grods. And wherefore do I invoke the Gods ? 
For before they heard not when invoked. Come, let us rush 
to the pjnre, since it is most honourable for me to die in com- 
pany with this my burning country. 

Tal. Thou art raving, O wretched one, through thy woes. 
But lead her ; spare not. For it is meet to give her into the 
hand of Ulysses, and send her as his reward. 

Hec. O woe I woe ! woe I O sire, Satumian offspring, 
ruler of Phrygia, dost behold how we are suffering things un- 
worthy the descendants of Dardanus ? 

*** i. e. becauM be orders the Trojan women to depart immediately 
they hear the trumpet sound, but Hecuba, immediately. See Matthim. 
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Cho. He beholds. But tlie mighty citjr Troj, now no 
eiQry ifl perished, is no more. 

HEa O woe I woe ! woe ! Troy shines^ and the heights 
of Pergamus, and the city, and the summits of the walls are 
lit with the flame. 

Cea And like as smoke with heaven-asoending^^ wing, 
this land, having fallen by the spear, wastes away. Tbs 
houses are burnt up, ravaged by the fire, and by the hostile 

HEa Alas I O earth that hast nurtured my children. 

Cna Woe! woe! 

HEa O children, listen, hear the words of your mother. 

Cbo. With a dirge thou callest on the dead. 

HEa And placing my aged members on the ground, and 
smiting the earth with two hands. 

Coo. In response to thee I place my knee on the ground, 
calling upon our wretched husbands bcoieath the earth. 

HEa We are led, we are hurried away. 

Cna A grief, a grief thou utterest 

HEa To ahouse of slavery, and this too from my country. 
Alas ! O Priam, Priam, you indeed perishing art nnburiod, 
of friends destitute, ignorant of my woe. 

Cno. For black death hath closed the eyes of the pious 
[slain] by impious slaughter. 

HEa Alas ! temples of the Grods, and beloved city. 

Cbo. Woe ! woe I 

HEa Tott have the bloody flame and the point of the spear. 

Cbo. Quickly will you fall without a name to the beloved 
ground. 

HEa And the dust, ascending into the air, with wing like 
that of smoke, will make me ignorant of my house. 

Cna And the name of the land will pass away unknown ; 
and each thing in difierent ways will vanish ; and wretched 
Troy is no more. 

HEa Have ye learnt, have ve heard ? 

Cna What, the sound of [falling] Troy ? 

Hsa A shock, a shock, will overwhelm the whole city. 
Alas! trembling, trembling limbs, bear ye my footsteps. 
Wend thy war to the slavish day of thy life. 

Caa Alas I wretched city ; but nevertheless advance thy 
foot towards the ships of the Greeks. 

>• i Md #^i^ with Relika sad BVaAttiL 
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PERSONS REPRESENTED. 



MERCURY. 

ION. 

CHORUS OF THE HAND- 

MAIDS OF CREU8A. 
CREUSA. 
XUTHUS. 

OLD MAN OR PJEDAOOGUB. 
SERVANT OF CRBU8A. 
PYTHIA. 
MINERVA. 




THE ARGUMENT. 



CasctA, being rioUted by Apollo, expoted her infant in a cave, from 
whence he wis conreyed to the temple at Delphi by Mercury. His 
mother being eabeequcntly united to Xuthos, was childless, but, upon 
consulting the oracle, Xuthus was directed to salute as hii own son the 
first person he met on coming out of the temple. Hence his name of Ion. 
In jealousy at the supposed illegitimate offspring of her husband, Creusa 
attempted to poison loo, but a discorery took place, leading to the recog- 
nitko of mother and son. By the adnce of the oracle, Xuthus was still 
kepi In ignoiaBoe at to the real father of loo, an^njoiced in thus obtain- 
ingai 



ION. 



Mkbcurt. 

Atlas, who wears' on his brazen shoulders heaven, the an- 
cient dwelling of the Gods, from one of the Goddesses' begat 
Moio, who brought me forth, Mercury, the messenger to Joye, 
greatest of the deities. But I am come to this limd of Del- 
phi, where Phoebus, sitting on the central navel stone' of the 
earth, gives oracles^ to mortals, ever divining both things 
that are and things that shall be. For there is a citjr of the 
Greeks not obscure, named after Pallas of the golden spear, 
where Phoebus by force joined in wedlock Creusa, the daugh- 
ter of Erectheus, where the northern rocks beneath the hill 
of Pallas, in the land of the Athenians,^ the chieftains of the 
Attic territory call Macrsean. But unknown to her father, 
(for so it pleased the God,) she bore tlie burden of her womb^ 
and, when her time came, having brought forth a boy in the 
house, Creusa carried the infant to the same cave where she 
had been imited to the God, and exposes it as if about to die 

* By imiPttv Euripides does not appear to mean any thing more than 
CXMV, which is used by Hesiod Theog. 517. Homer. Od. A. 53. ApoUo- 
dor. i. 2, { 3. But perhaps there is some reference to the rotatory motion 
of the heavens, as m Virg. iBn. iv. 481, ** ubi mazimus Atlas Axem hu- 
mero torquti stcllis ardentibus aptum." Cf. HiU on Dionys. Ptrieg. 67. 

* i. e. from Pleionc : others say, from iBthra. Se« Monckcr oa Hy- 
gin. Fab. cxcii. and Poet Astron. ii. 21. 

* See my note on £sch. Bum. p. 180, ed. Bohn. 

« Eusuthius on Dion. Perieg. 1181, p. 206, ed. Hill, obaerres. rh d^- 
v^tiv avri rou Otvwiliiy ri9^9i, Compare the compound 0im^iMu 
in PoUuz L 18. 

* See Matthic's note. The easiest way of rendering the ptmge is» 
** whsra tie ths northeni rocks^ which they call," 4tc. 
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- ia tlie weD-roimded cirde of a lioUow cradle^ obsenriog the 
custom of her ancestors and of earth-b(Mrn Erecthens. For 
the daoghter of Jore haring Toked for him two dragons as 
a guard of his person, giTes this custom to the AgrauUan* 
▼irgins to obsenre. Wl^ce there is a certain custom there ^ 
UBSoog the Erecthidx^ to train up their children [encircled] 
with gold-wrought serpents. But such ornaments as the 
aaid possessed^ she fitted to the child, and left, as though 
ahout to nerish. And Plioebus, heing mj brother, asks this 
fisTour: O brother, going to the earth-bm people of the re- 
•owned Atheniansi (for thou knowest the ci^ of the Groddess,) 
takiog the new-born infant from the hollow rock, bear it for 
mitf thj brother, to mj oracle^ cradle^ swaddle-doUics, and all 
that it possesses ; and place it at the rerj entrance of mj 
temple. But the rest shall be m j care^ for the infant is mine 
(that jou maj know this). But I, doing the farour for 
T<oiTis% baring liAed up the woven cradle, carried it, and I 
plaee the boy upon the steps of this temple, having opened 
the woven basket of the cradle, that the child might be per- 
ceived. But with the circle of the sun riding forth* the 
priestes.1 of the Goddess happens to be entering the prophetic 
shrine ; and casting her eje upon the infant boj, she marvel- 
led if any girl of the Delphians had dared to cast the fruit of 
her concealed throes at the house of tlie God. And she was 
fiun to cast it beyond the threshold, but 'through pity she set 
aside her cruel determination, and the God' was ally to the boy, 
that he should not be cast out of his abode. And taking him, 
aha trains him up, but she knows not Phoebus who begat him, 
Bor the mother from whom he sprung ; and the boy knows not 
his parents. He, therefore, a youth, would wander sporting 
about the altars which fed him ; but when his figure grew to 
manhood, the Delphians made him guardian of the treasures of 
the God, and trustworthy comptroller of all, and in the shrines 
of the God he has ever, up till now, passed a hallowed life.*® 



* Ths caitom of odoniiiic Um necks of cUildroi with strp«Bt»accklsoet 
it Si BMW Afrittlos WAS nHt wife of Cccrops. 

V Umi fn for inl, witk Bsncs. 

* i. o. St mm-tiM. 

* II is sKimBft thai bo one thoiild ksrt tatktpttid the obvioas emends- 
lisB xA iUf. See ihe mnpcadiz U> aj notes on ApuL 4e Deo aocr., where 
I int Mimed tkae comctiofi. 

*• fafkiteij eipeeetd by Tslloid, lea, i. 1 : 
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Bat Creoai, wiio braugiit fivth the boj , it vutod to Ywriw^ 
in eooaeqiienoe of this kind of nocide n t. There beUl Hm 
Atheni>n»mdtheCh«lridian%whodwdiintiieEnbgMilMid^ 
a stonn of war, through whidi having toiled and tenninated 
by the spear, he reeeiTed tiie honour of Creosa's nnplial% not 
being of the land, hot an Achaan sfirang firom ?Knlni» the 
son of Jove. But having long cohabited, he and Ckvnaa are 
childless; on which aocoont thejr are come to this onde of 
ApoUo, through desire of chiUren. But Lonas guded the 
misfortune to this pass^ and has not forgotten [his son^ as it 
seems.^ For he wUi give his own son to Xuthus on entering 
this temple^ and will saj that he is sprang firom him, in osder 
that, coining to his mothei^s houses he maj be made known to 
Creusa, and the nuptials of Lozias maj be concealed, and the 
boj obtain what is right. And he will appoint that his name 
be called Ion throu;;hont Greece^ the foonderof the Asiatie 
territory. But I will enter into these hmrd-dedud rereescs, 
that I maj learn what is determined concerning the boj. For 
I perceive the son of Loxias coming out hither, that with 
boughs of laurel he maj cleanse the porticoes before the tem- 
ple ; and I, first of the Gods, will call him bj the name whidi 
he is about to obtain, Ion. 

[Mebcubt retireSy and loN enter* from ik€ iempleJ] 

lox. Tlic sun now lights up o*er the earth these shining 
chariots of his four steeds, and the stars flee from this light 
of the aether into sacred night, and the untrodden heisrhts of 
Parnassus illumined receive the revolving-wheel of daj." And 
the smoke of dry mjrrh wings its waj to the roo£} of Phosboa. 
And the Delphic woman is sitting on the divine tripod, pro- 
claiming to the Greeks the chaunt which Apollo prononncea. 
But, O je Delphian ministers of Phoebus, go to the silver^ 
like eddies of Castalia, and having laved joursdves in the 
pure dews, approach the temple. But 'tis good to preserm 
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From iU mvgteriotu urn a sacred stream. 
In whose calm depth the beautiful and purs 
Alone are mirror'd ; which, though shapes of ill 
May hoYer round its surface, glides in hsht. 
And takes no shadow from thran.** 

" i. e. the light of day is first seen on the hei^its of' Paxaastiia. I 
read ifupim, with Gaater, Herm., Dind. 
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well-omened wordu, ind to oner from joar ovb tae^ma focc 
words for [the beftrings of] thote who wish to 
oncl&" But we, in the laboun throngli whkk we A 
toiled from cbildbood, will with fanacbes othBtd aad 
atd ^aiiuid* cleanse the eotnneet of Fboeboa^ mad 
the ground with moist dropsy and with mj bom' wi 
flight the flocks of birds which harm the boir 
as being bom motherieu and fatberiesBi I will serre 
pies of Apdlo wbich trained me ap. Coom; O ieatrigrai^ 
implcaient of fairest laorelp that s w c epen the paiefagaa a[ 
Pbiaebos beneath his shrine, [sprang] from iamortal ^bwssl 
where the holy dews, tending fiirth an eternal mraau bedew 
the sacred fc^ge of the mjnle. with winch I sweep rze 
gToand of the God, fulfilling my daily task tfircag^«i>c: :~ 
day with the swift wing of the son.^ O Faas. O ?si 
Biajest thou be blen, be blest, soa of La^>r^ Iz a winij 
twii indeed, O Phoebus, I serve tiice u&fore thiz* z*;*^^t. ZM'jCf 
ouring thy seat of oracles. But r^sown^d is u«5. jiM^r i'je 
me to bare my hands ministering to t^ &>ii. zyx v^ t'^^* 
but immortal5, and I do not tire of hMirizz Mroiji t-n-i ic 
f*ir fame. Pb<rbus is mr sire, my fiU^sr, f-.r I l>« ■- — 
tl*at ftred* me. But I call Vh<rbas is tL* ^Rup^ by zzjt ia=* 
of father, u«ofuI to me. Paean. P ^^- CAT»ic 'jjx, '>t 
bl«?*t, be ble>u son of Latona.^ B;^: I wil. «« ny -r-jrc 
wiib the dragging of laurel; but frwa g:^i t**,*^' I -r-^ 
pour forth the stream of tLe eartb, wLk^ li* tii^i cc' lit- 
talia diitil, sprinkling tic dewy water, kce^ii^ pcr% :rva 
nuptials. Would that I might ZKrer cease tti* wrT^i-r Ki^- 
bu*, or that I migbt cease mvu* good fortis*. Hi Tia. ' ti* 
winged troop are now approocLin- a&i :,aTe t-^Jr =«*^ '-^ 
Pamaisus. I bid ye not approacL Vjt ladjsz^'j WJC ->t 
pold-decked bouses. I%Ul bit tLee wlu s^tZtj^u ^'•• 
Lerald of Jore, overcoming tbe strea-ri of siris wxi ^7 
talons. Hither towards the couru aaoLsr, a ivii. -jk laruti 
his way. Wilt thoa not bestir thy naddy';*- isrxi^ * V ''' 



■ f^ry i ir for p ^ t iy iir is t^ Mii^owT f r- , ,, «/ •_ r^r^-^ 

Thtf reader vul 4v «cU tp mnwit Lm " 

t^iu: **lAa^:vii frvwtvot 4Mct, at a vi 
la capiAftt qai coagstivi cmus . 
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In no waj shall tbe lyre of Pbaebiiii that aoeompaniM the 
song, deliver thee from mj how. Turn aside joorwiog*: go 
to tiie Delian lake. If you unU not ohqrt thoo wilt make 
bkx>d7 th J sweet-sounding songs.^^ Ah ! ah I what new faiid 
la this that approaches? Is she about to place a nest of diy 
sticks for her joung beneath the eaves? The twanging of my 
bow shall prevent thee. AVill you not obey? Go and in the 
eddies of Alphens raise a family, or to the Isthmian wood, that 
the offerings may not be iiyured, nor the temple of Phaibiis. 
Yet I have respect from kilUng yon» whoannounce tbe ondes 
of the Gods to mortals ; but I will serve Phosbus with the 
labours to which I am subjected, and will not cease ^n^nAing 
upon those who feed me. 

SEmcnoRUS. Not in divine Athens only are there courts 
of the Gods decked with columns^ nor tlie worship of Agoieoa^^ 
but also with Loxias, Lat<ma*s son, there b the fiur-^red light 
of twain countenances.'^ See! behold how the son of Jove 
is slaying this'^ Lemxan hydra with a golden scythe. Be* 
gard it with your eyes, my friend. 

Sem. I perceive it, and near it another is raising a blazing 
brand. Who is it ? Is it the warrior lolaus whose story is 
told in my weaving, who, undertaking a common t<nl, f^^^antti 
it in company with the son of Jove. 

Sem. And now behold this hero mounted on a winged 
charger, how he slays the fire-breathing might of three 
bodies. 

Sem. On every side indeed I am turning my eyes. 

Se^. Regard the conflict of the giants on the stone walla. 

Sem. We are looking this way, friends • • • • 

Sem. Dost thou thpn perceive her who brandishes her 
Gorgon shield against Enceladus? 

Seu. I perceive Pallas, my Goddess. 

Sem. What? Do you also [perceive] the lightning glitter- 
ing on both sides, in the far-darting hsinds of Jove? 

*^ Tbe sense is neatly expressed bj WoodbuU : ** obey. Or stresBAiag 
blood iball intercept thy song." 

» On this surname of Ap^lo, see the note of Bancs. 

** L e. the imases of ApoUo and Diana, painted on the walls. Haan. 

" rdvii is nsed ^iuctubmc, as one stranger poinu oat the r*^"»'-ri to 
another. See Burges on iEsch. Enm. 1. In the descripdoa of tLoM 
paintings, there is an erideni reicreooe Is the ptphu of hliaws* See 
Dindoirs aolcs on vm. 190 and 907. 
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Sbm. I lee^ He is redneiiig tlie hottfle Ifimas to ailMt 
with tlie flame. And BieehusBraiiiiiisibjsaiiotber^of the 
chOdrBB of ctfUi with his iTj-boond ftaC 

Coa Theeb thee I call, thai art hj the temple la it kwfal 
ta eoter the leeeaaea with mj white foot i* • * • • 

low. It la not kwful. O atnuigera. 

Cbou Nor can Iheara word from thee? 

lox. Whei then do jTOQ wish P 

Cbou Doea the ahode of Phcdraa reaUj oceopj the centro 
■ard-atone of the earth? 

XooL Aj, dedkcd with garland^ and anmnd are the 



Cbou So report alao prodaima. 

lev. If indeed ye have Mcrificed a cake befcnre the templcp 
and wiah to learn an j thing'firom FhosbiMy go to the parement 
[aromid the altar], hot enter not the recess of the dweUing 
■niess sheep have been skughtered. 

Cna I have leamt, and wc will not transgress the custom 
of the God ; hut the things without shall delight the eye. 

lox. Regard all things with your eyes, that it is lawful. 

Cna ^ly masters have sent me to behold this retirement 
of the God. 

Joy. And of what lu>use are ye called servants ? 

Cna The dwellings of Pdlas are the houses that nurtured 
my masters. But thou oskest concerning this [my mistress] 
present.*^ 

lox. Xobili^ is thine,*' and thy evidence of thy manners 
presents this appearance, O lady, whosoever thou art. But, 
hj regarding appearance, one is for the most part wont to 
Icam respecting a man, whetlier he is noble by nature. Ah ! 
but thou makest me surprised, closing thine eyes, and bedew- 
ing thy noble cheeks with tears, as soon as thou sawest tl^ 
holy ahrinea of Loxias. Wherefore, O lady, hast thou fallen 
into this state of care ? Where all others rejoice, beholding the 
leeesaes of the God, here thine ejre sheds tears. 

CnscsA. O stranger, this conduct of thine is not unreason- 
able^ that thoQ shooldst marvel at my tears. But I, behold- 
ing this temple of ApoUo, retraced anew some old remem- 
And I lad my feelings at hoaae^ though myself being 



" L a. AkjrvacM. 8m Uena. » 8m Diadoft 

* L e. Ctmm « Head f wvml H •! nc^ with Dokna. 
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here. OfaapfeMWQoiai! Oduing deeds of the Godi! Wliat 
then? Whither thaU we letooordttinsfiirjaitiee^ if wa are 
undone hj the nigait deeds of oor rolera? 

lox. Bnt wherefore art thoaseoedjaid at heert»Okdj? 

CsEU. I have kt go m j arrow for Bothiog^** hat^ for what 
foDows, I will be silentt nor do thoa take anj thought. 

loar. Bat who art thoa ? Frooi what hud hast thoa cone? 
From what eountij art thoo tpntag? What name is it fitting 
weeallthee? 

Crec. Creosa indeed is mj nanwb and I am qurong from 
Ereetheus; and the dtj of the Athenians is mj eoantiy. 

lox. O thoa that inhabitest a renowned eitjr, and art trained 
ap from nobk uresi how I revere joOp ladj! 

Creu. Thos hr we have been fortonate^ O stnoger, no 
farther. 

lox. [Sajy] bj the Goda^ are those things trae which aim 
reported by mortals ? 

Creu. What matter askest thoo, O stranger, I would fain 
know. 

lox. Was the grandfather of thj father sprang from the 
earth." 

Creu. Aj, Ericthonias ; bnt mj descent avails me noaght. 

lox. And did Minerva lifl him from the earth ? 

Creu. Aj, into her virgin hands, not having brought him 
forth. 

lox. And she gives him, as is described in the paint* 
ing?** 

Creu. Yes, to the children of Cecrops, not [however] be- 
ing seen [by them]. 

lox. I have heard that virgins opened the ark of the 
Goddess. 

Creu. Therefore dying they stained with blood the crag 
of the rock.» 

** The stop after Mi¥ must be remored. See Dind. 

** The genealogy runs thus : ]. Ericthonins, 2. Pandkn, 3. EyrthrnSfc 
4. Creusa. See Barnes and MuatgiaTe. 

M CC Ts. 21 sqq. 

* Ericthonins, enclosed in a chest, vis committed to the care of the 
three danglers of Cecrops by Minerra, with oideis not to attempt to 
open it Pandrosos obeyed the Goddess, \mi Aglanms and Hcne opened 
the chest, and, smitten with madness, cast theinselTes from the Macn 
rock. CtPausaa. 118. Aoooidinf to Hysinns, Fab. dzvii, all three 
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loac Ah! bat wbai is this ? Is the report true or Tain ? 

Ckeu. What matter do yoa ask ? for I am not displeased 
ivith this leisure. 

Ixnu Did thy father Ereethens sacrifice thj sisters? 

Cbbu. He dared to tUnj the virgins as oflTerinffs on behalf 
ofthebnd.^ 

Jos. And bow wast tboa alone of the sisters preserved? 

Cacu. I was a reeently-bom infant in mj moth^s arms. 

lox. And is it true that an opening of the earth conceals 
tkj lather? 

Cbsc. a blow of a marine trident*' destroyed him. 

loar. And the place there is called Macr»? 

Cncu. Why askest thou this? How thou remindest me of 



lox. Do ^rthius and the Pjrthian lightnings honour that 
place? 

Cbeu. Ay. honour dishonourably. Ah ! would that I had 
nerer beheld that place ! 

lox. Why dost thou hate that which the God best loves ? 

Cbec. Not to. I am conscious of a certain shame within 
those caves. 

lox. And what husband of the Athenians has wedded thee, 
lady? 

Cbec. Not a citizen, but an alien fnom another land. 

lox. Who? He needs must have been some one nobly 
bom. 

Cbec. Xuthus, bom from .£olu8 and Jove. 

lox. And how, being a stranger, did he possess thee, being 
of the soil ?^ 

Cbeu. Euboea is a territory neighbouring to Athens. 

lox. Bounded^ as they say, by limits of the sea. 

Cbec. This [XuthusJ conquered, in joint warfare with the 
Athenians. 

tm wvre equally pultTt tnd ih« iafonnAtion vm cooTeyed to Mioerra 
bj 1^ cfow Corooit (Grid Met. ii. 8). He was ffuarded by a drasoo. 
Ct FvlfTBL Mytli. ii. 14. There U some aimilahtj in the Couatett 
D'ADoia' ** Serpentine Vert.'* See Fairy Tale*. 

* See the aotca of Banes oo this and the followiaf (ablet. 

* Nepcaae sbmu tha earth, and orerwhelned Ericthooius in the stream 
that piarl lofth. Cf. Virf^ Georf. L ** mafoo iellus percussa tridenti.*' 

* Kafpactias the rcathctioas of Barriagv to dtiiens and their dsscsad* 
sn PatMr, Aatiq. Book Iv. ck. si. p. 613^ td. B^ 
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lost. Comiog «• an allj; and after this he weds thj 
nuptials? 

Cssu. Ajy reoeiTi^g me as a dowiy of war and a reward 
of his spear. 

lox. Bat art thoa eome to the oracle alone^ or with thj 
husband ? 

Ckec. With mj hnsband. Bat he is visiting the cave of 
TVophoniaa.*^ 

lox. As a spectator, or for the sake of oracles? 

CftEU* \nshing to learn one word from him and firom 
Phoebua. 

Ion. And are je come [for oracles] re^wcting the findta 
of the earthy or children ? 

Crec. We are childless^ haring been wedded long. 

Ion. Didst thoa nerer give birth to anj child, hot art 
childless ? 

Crec. Phoebos knows mj childlessness. 

Ion. O hapless ooe» how, prospering in other things, thoa 
art \-et not fortunate I 

Cr£U. But who art thoo? How blest I deem her who 
gave thee birth ! 

Ion. I am called, and am, the servant of the God, O 
lady. 

C'rec. An offering of the city, or sold by ^me one ? 

Ion. I know not, save one thing ; I am called [the senrantj 
of Loxias. 

Crec. Then we in turn pity thee, stranger. 

Ion. As not knowing who was my mother, and firom whom 

I sprung. 

CuKU. And dwcUest thou in this temple, or at home ? 

Ion. Every house of the God is my house^^ when sleep 
overtakes me. 

Ckeu. But didst thou come to the temple as a boy, or aa a 
young man ? 

K>N. They who are thought to know say, an infant 

CxKr. And who of the Delphian women nurtored thee 
with her milk? 

Ion. I never knew the breast, but she that nourished me 

IS— 

» Cf. Xlait. Gr. Gr. |4^- 

^ i. •. iiwr lb»v ^«3yM imf»m /m« iwnr. Mattmub. 



Ckktj. ^^'llo? biiplc»i one. Uqw »ic\mSMg I hare «s> 
coantervd picknns.' (aiiiie.) 

lox. Tbe prieneu of Phsbtu, to tUt I luU W m Mf 
■wthrr. 

Ciur. And ibon liut urivod at mantioo^ pMMwing wb«t 
Bsnnrr nf niMiriihmnit ? 

loK. T1»e Aim ftd inc, aDd luijr gucat tti 

Cbkl'. Muenble in truUi wu ali« tliat bon 
mT%ht be. 

lox. Pen-huicc I have been ibe rruii 4f li 

CitEr. And «ticni-e liut ihou a livelihdo^ ftr ihoa lit 
well adorned in clothing ? 

lox. I am robcJ in ibe rninicnt of ihc God, iriion I Mrre. 

Cur. Ilaat ihou not come to tcarch arkcr tfar panaU? 

lox. [No,J for J i>ai« no meant of proof, MOj. 

Ck£C. Alu I Sooie other wotua Itu tuttetti tbe nme u . 
tkjr nwtber. 

lox. Wbo? IT ibe would aid nw in tbe labour, I aboold 
rqoicc. 

Ckec. Sbe^ oa wboM account I came biiber, before my 
fcuebapd might airire. 

lox. Smiw wbai nanner of thing, ao that I omj ttmt 
tkecvhdr? 

Ckzv. Deairing to kam a aecret oracle fntm Pbocbua. 

lox. Speak, then. We will render tbee aid in tbe re*L 

Cbxc. Hear then mj vHarj. But I am aabamed — 

lov. Tbea thou wilt do nothing. An idle Goddeaa ia 
[»od..t7> 

Cue. Sooae obo of mj frlendi aajra that abe waa united 



lox. A wOBaa beta, with Fbtabua? Saj it mm, O lad; 
■MaL 

Cbct. Aj, tad aha hrousbt ibrth a aw to th« God, na* 
fcacpwB to her btber. 

los. It caoDot ba. Sha ia aahaoiad [at harlas Mflerad] 

Cbc. T^t rtJA" aha beradf aayi, tU miiirable wpmb 
bMMftnd. 
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Ion. Doing what things if indeed the was united to a 
God? 

' Creu. The child she bronght forth she exposed out of the 
house. 

lox. But where is the exposed ehild ? Does it bdiold the 
Ught? 

Creu. No one knows. Upon this matter I seek the onde. 

Ion. But if it is no more, in what manner did it perish? 

Cbeu. She thinks that wUd beasts destroyed the misorable 
one. 

lox. Using what evidence did she suppose this? 

Creu. Going to the place where she had exposed it^ aba 
found it no longer there. 

lox. But was there an j dripping of blood on the path ? 

Creu. She does not saj so^ although she mnehtimTened 
the spot 

lox. But how i^long a time has elapsed since the child was 
destroyed ? 

Creu. If he were living, he would have been about the 
same measure of jears with thee. 

lox. The God does him wrong, and unhappj is his mother. 

Creu. After this she brought forth no other diild. 

lox. But what if Phoebus has taken, and nurtures him in 
secrecy? 

Creu. He does not rightly, alone rejoicing over a common 
joy. 

lox. Alas ! his fortune is of the same strain with my own. 

Creu. And thee, I ween, O stranger, some hapless mother 
longs for. 

lox. But do not thou excite me to a grief which I hsTO 
forgotten. 

Creu. I am silent But go on with the matters concerning 
which I ask you. 

lox. Knowest thou then what part of thy stoiy involves 
most difficulty ? 

Creu. Ay, what is not so with that hapless woman? 

lox. How will the God give an oracle concerning what he 
would wish concealed ? ^ 

Creu. If indeed he sits on the common tripod of Greece— 

lox. He is ashamed of this affair. Seek not to bring him 

orood 
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Cbku. Boft the wIm has taffisred is in grief beeatue of her 



loau There is no one who will give an oracle on these mat- 
ten toUiee. For FhcBboSi being in his own temple proved bose^ 
woald with reason work some ill upon him that prodaimed it 
to thee. LenTe the plaoc^ ladj; for one must not bj oracles 
seek for things contrary to the God. For to so great a 
hdght of fbttj we shooM eome» if we shall seek to compel the 
God% beinc unwilling; to saj what thej will not, either bj 
akaghter of sheep near the altar, or through the flight of birds. 
For soch things as we seek after against the will of the Gods, 
we possess not as real goods^ O \&^j ; but bj such things as 
thqr give wiUinglj, we are benefited. 

Caa Manj are the calamities of rarious mortals, and their 
forms diiler. But one will scaroelj find one [continual form] 
of good ibrtune in the life of men. 

Cnn. O Phoebus, both there aod here thou art not just 
towards her tliat is absent, whose words are present But 
thou hast not preserved tliine own son, whom it behoved thee 
to preserve, nor, being a prophet, wilt thou inform the motlier, 
that, if he is no more, he may be honoured with a tomb, but 
if he is in being, he may at some time come into his mother's 
sight But one must quit the subject, if I am hindered by 
the God from learning what I wish. But, O stranger — for I 
behold my noble husband Xuthus coming hither, nigh at 
hand, having quittetl the recesses of Trophonius — be silent to 
my husband respecting what I have told you, lest I incur any 
reproach by managing secret affairs, and tlie story go on dif- 
ferently from the manner in which I liave detailed it For 
women's condition is a difficult one among men, and, the good 
being mixed up with the evil, we are objects of hatred. So 
nnhappy are we by nature. 

Xurnvs. {emieriHg.) First indeed may the God, receiving 
the first oflerings of my address, hail ! And thou too, O lady. 
Have I stricken thee with fear, coming after a long period. 

Cuu. In no wise, but thou wast a cause of care. But tell 
me what response thou bearest from Trophonius, as to how 
the procreation of children may be accomplislied by us. 

XoTB. He did not attempt to anticipate the oracles of Apollo ; 
hei; at all eventa, he said one thing ; that I ahould not return, 
■or Ihoe either, homeward finom the oracles^ wi thout chiUren. 
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Cbxv. O rof«rod mother of FhoBba^ anj we have 
with good OBieiit and imj our fiMrmor ooqnoiBtaiiQd with thj 
•on tani out with bettor event I 

XuTH. Theee thipgs ehaU bc^ but who aeti aa infoipirtM 
to the God? 

Ion. We do^ as &r aa mattera withoat [the temple], bm 
thooe within are tiie eare of othei% who nt near the trmod^ O 

stranger, tiie ehief men of the Delphiau^ to whom the lot ktt 

faUen. 

XuTB. liswelL I have therefore all that we dedbfod. I 
would fain go within, for, as I hear, the oommon Tietim of the 
▼isitora is sbin befoce the tempku And I wish on this da^ 
(for it ia wdl-omened,^ to reoeiTe the onwlea of the. GeJL 
But do then, O woman, bearing the hmrd boughs aroond the 
altars, pray the Gods that I ma J bring badL a nqponsfl^ fien|^ 
with the hope of children, irom the dwelling of i^poUa 

Crku. This shall be donsb it shall be. But if Lojdaa now 
at least desires to amend his errors of old, he will not alto* 
^ther be a friend towards us ; but, as much as he is so wiU- 
uig» I will receive, for he is a God. 

Ion. What can the strange woman be aiming at, ever utter- 
ing reproaches against the God in covert wonis? Is it that 
she loves her for whom she consults the oracle^ or that she la 
silent on some point where it behoves her to keep silence? 
But what should I care for this daughter of Erectheos, when 
she is no reUtion of mine? So going with golden pitchers to 
the lavers, I will sprinkle the dew. But Phoebus deserves ? 
remonstrance at my hands. What is he doing ? He betrava 
virgins bj nuptials perforce^ and neglects the perishing chu- 
dren whom he has privilj begotten. Do not thou act so; bat 
when thou luist power, puraue virtue. For whosoever of 
mortals is base, him the Grods chastise. How then is it right 
that you, who write down laws for mortals, should joerselvea 
be guilty of Uwless deeds? For if (for ye will not, but I vriU 
use it by way of argument) ye shall have to pay to men the 
penalty of violent marriages, you, and Neptune^ and Jove^ 
who svrays the heaven, wSl empty your temples, paying the 
penalty of violence. For ye do wrongs cultivating jpleMurea 
More prudence. No longer is it right to call men vile^ if vre 

"" Soph. CBd. T. 00. il yip Irr^ l4 ry Si#iif 5«lf. 
kSSsoeatsfthsrilsBOittf dttljaeeoaipliihtd. See 
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imitate the evil deeds of the Godsy hut [rather] those who 
giro 8och teaching. 

[Ion eiUen the temple.'] 

Chorus. I heseech thee, inexperienced in the throes of 
child-hirth,^ mj [patron goddess] Minerva, thou who wast 
delivered from the loftj head of Jove hj the Promethean 
Utan.*^ O hallowed Victory, come to the Pythian ahode, fly- 
ing from the golden chambers of Olympus to the streets, where 
the breath of Phoebus, in the navel of the earth, brings oracles 
to pass near the tripod round which dances [are celebrated], 
thou, and the daughter bom of Latona, two Goddesses, vir- 
gins two, solemn sisters of Phcebus. But beseech, O maidens, 
that by the holy oracles the ancient race of Erectheus may 
obtain a happy offspring, though late. For it conveys sur- 
passing happiness to mortals, an undisturbed resource, [to those] 
for whom^ prolific youths shine flourishing in the patemid 
chambers, as being about to possess wealth in succession from 
their sires to other children ; for 'tis a strength in troubles, 
and pleasant in good fortune, and in war bears help to the 
country. To me, indeed, nuiy the nurturing care of good chil- 
dren be before wealth and the nuptials of kings ; but a child- 
less life I abhor, and I blame him who approves it. But with 
moderate possessions may I possess a life with good off- 
spring. O Imunts of Pan, and thou rock,'neighbouring on the 
cavernous Macrs, where tlie three daughters of Agraulus'^ 
step in dances with their feet, on the green course before the 
temple of Pallas, to the varied tune of pipes, when thou, O 
Pan, playest on the syrinx in thy grot. Where some virgin, 
having brought forth an infant to Phccbus, O wretched one ! 
exposed it as a banquet for birds and a bloody repast to wild 
beasts, the fruit of the shame of her sad nuptials. Neither in 
woven pictures [have I seen], nor in story have I heard a re- 
port, that the children among mortals, sprung from the Gods, 
partake of a happy existence. 

Ion. Ye handmaids, who watch for your master, 



** On dM reading AoxuLi^ hftd<MiBv%Av, see Matth. apud Dind. 
* L •• Valcan. 

** The natnial oooilniction would hare been, Mai/t^tnmc Jkfo^fUiP 
Ixu rh ficvMr j^oc \i&fL9U¥,. See Heath and Matthia. 
" ThewileofGeaope. See Muasrave. 
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goard aroond tlia btae of this ince me ^ r eeeiTiiy -templfl^ ] 
Xothus alreidj lefk the nered tripod and ahriiMb or dots hm 
remain within the hooae qnettioning eoooerniiig Us wand of 
children ? 

Cna He is in the houae^ O atnuiger ; he does aol yat qmt 
this dwelling. Batwehearthenoiaeof dwoegateaaathoq^ 
he were on the point of ooming oot, and now you anj par* 
ceive mj master advancing oat. 

XuTH. O son, hail! uw thia beginning of ^eeeh ba» 
comes me. 

Ion. I am well; bat do thoa be wiae^ and bodi of na will 
fare well. 

XuTB. Giro me thjr hand to kiasand thy body to emfaraea. 

Ion. Art thou indeed in thr right aense% O stnng«; or 
has some corse of the Gods maodened thee? 

XuTU. I am in m J sensei^ i^ having iband my beat b^* 
loved, I seek to embrace him. 

Ion. Cease, lest, touching the garlanda of the God, tboa 
break them with thy hand. 

XuTH. I will touch thee, and I do not drag thee off as a 
pledge ;^ but I find what is dear to me. 

Ion. Wilt thou not let go^ before thou shslt receive these 
shafts within thy vitals ? 

XuTH. Wherefore dost fly me? Recognise those most dear 
to thyself. 

Ion. I love not to enlighten foolish and raving strangers. 

XuTH. SUy, and bum ; for if thou slayest me^ tboa wih 
be thy father's murderer. 

Ion. But how art thou my father? Is not this ridicoloos 
for me to listen to ? 

XuTH. Not so ; a speedy explanation would teU yoo bow 
I am circumstanced. 

Ion. And what wilt thou tell me? 

XcTH. I am thy father, and thou [art] my son. 

Ion. Who says so ? 

XuTB. Loxias, who nurtured thee, being mine. 

Ion. Thou beaurest witness for thyself. 

XuTH. At least, having learnt the oracles of the God. 

Ion. Thou wast deceived, hearing a riddle. 



■"^ - 



* ^vmd^«#» " bona alicHJut Unquam -^^oior, i. •. picmis, vi abdaoa. 
MuKuuvB. H«DOt it is applied to toy draffiBS off l^fbrabls 
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XuTH. Do we not therefore hear what is eorreetP 
lox. And what are the words of PhcBbus ? 
XuTB. That he who meets me— 
lox. With what meeting? 

XuTH. As I go oat from this dwelling of the 6od-^ 
lox. Shall he meet with what event ? 
XuTH. Shall he mj son. 
lox. Thine hj hirUi, or onlj as a gift ? 
Xum. As a gift, hut as sprung from me. 
lox. And to me then thou first didst draw near thy step? 
XuTB. To no other, child, 
lox. Whence» whence has this fortune come? 
XuTH. We twain manrel at one [fortune], 
lox. Hold ! But from what mother am I horn to thee? 
XuTH. I cannot saj. 
lox. Nor did Phashns say? 

XuTH. Pleased in this matter, I did not ask him that^ 
lox. I am sprung, then, from mother earth ! 
Xurn. The earth does not bring forth children, 
lox. How then can I be thine ? 
XuTH. I know not, but I refer it to the God. 
lox. Come, let us touch upon some other topic 
XuTB. This is better, O son. 
lox. Didst thou approach any illegitimate nuptials? 
■ XuTB. Ay, in the folly of youth. 

lox. Before you wedded the daughter of Erectheus ? 

XuTH. For never afterwards, indeed. 

lox. Did 3rou then on that occasion beget me ? 

XuTH. The matter certainly tallies with the time. 

lox. And how then could I have come hither? 

XuTH. There I am at a loss. 

lox. Having traversed o'er a long journey ? 

Xum. This also throws me into doubt. 

lox. But didst thou before come to the Pythian rock ? 

XuTH. Yes, to the orgies'* of Bacchus. 

lox. But at the house of what host didst thou tarry ? 

XuTH. [At the house of a man] who me with the Delphic / 



lox. Initiated? Or what is it you say? 
XuTiL Ay, with the M«nads of Bacchus. 

** 8cs If nigniTe ind Hermiaa.*^ 



loK. Ill thy wBDMm, or a? c f paw w ed with wiMf 

XuTH. Amid thed^ghtsoTBaedm. 

loK. Thn8» tlien, was I bagotten. 

XuTH. IW hath found tbea^ ehiUL 

loK. Bat how came I to the temple ? 

XuTH. Perehancei being er po aed bj the gjU. 

loK. I have therefore eaeaped riaTerf • 

XuTH. BeceiTe then thy wtber, ehiUL 

loM. It is not meet at least to disobey ihe God. 

XuTB. Thon art certdnly wise. 

loM. And what else can I wish? 

XuTH. Now thoa beholdest what His iMet dmi 
behold* 

loK. To be the son of Jore^s son? 

XuTH. Which is thy lot 

loK. Shall I then touch him that bmt me? 

XuTB. YeS| in obedience to the God. 

lOK. Hail for me, father? 

XuTU. As a loved address, indeed, do I reoeiye this. 

lOK. And this present day — 

XuTH. Has mode me happy indeed. 

Ion. O mother dear, shall I at some time behold thee? 
Now, more than erst, I long to behold tbee^ whoever thoa art 
But perchance tliou art dead, and we can nought avaiL 

Cho. Common indeed to us are the good fortunes of the 
house; but nevertheless I should have wished my mistuss 
also, and the house of Erectheus, to be fortunate in rs^eet^o 
children. 

XuTH. O child, in regard indeed to thy discovery, a God 
hath well brought it to pass, and he has joined thee to mt, 
and thou in turn hast found those dearest to thee, not haTing 
known them before. But as to that which thou hast rightly 
hinted at, desire possesses me also, how you, O son, will find 
your mother, and I [discover] the woman uom whom thoo wast 
sprung. But leaving this to time, we shall perchance find 
out But do thou, quitting the temple of the Grod, and thy 
ministry, come to Athens, l^ng of one mind with thy father, 
where Uie rich sceptre and large wealth of thy sire avndt thee. 
Nor, being unfortunate in boUi respectSi wilt thou be called 
i^o^ly bOTU and poor at the same time, but nobly born and very 
nch in resources. Art thou silent I Why dost thoa keep tl^ 
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countenance cast oo the ground, and art lost in thought, and, 
clianging from thy joyotisness, inspircat thy father with dread? 
Ion, The form of tilings does not nppuar the same when 
far off, and whea heheld near. But I indeed embrace my 
fortune, in finding thee my fatlicr ; but do tliou hear concern- 
ing what I am thinking. Tliey B.ny that the renowned Athe- 
nians are earth-bom, not an ultcn race. Among whom I shall 
be introduced, possessing two diead vantages, both being from an 
alien father, and myself illegitimate. And poaseiwing this re- 
proach, in an humble sphere, indeed, I shall he called of no ac- 
count, and from none. But ir.aimingnt the first seat in the vessel 
of the state, I shall seek to be sooicbody, I shall be liated in- 
deed by the powerless, for the more powerful are disagreeable ; 
bat as many as Iicing goo«l, and able to bo wise, are silent, and 
take no interei>t in alTuirs, among tbcm I shall incur ridicule 
luid the charge of folly, not keeping (|uict in a city full of con* 
fusion. Dut a^'ain, if I aim at the dignity of men of reputa- 
tion, who adniinister matters in the city," I shall be watched 
the more by decrees passed by vote. For such is wont to be 
the custom, my fmhcr: they who possess influence in cities, 
are most hostile to those who oppose them. / And I a stranger 
cotniog into a foreign house, and to n childless woman, who 
having before been a partner in your calamity, now failing of 
her hope, herself within herself will 8.idly hcnr lier fute — how 
shall I not with reason be liated by her, when I stand near Ihy 
foot, but she, being childless, bitterly beholds thy dear child ; 
and then thou wilt cither betray mc, turning thy eyes to thy 
wife, or, honouring me, wilt have thine house in confusion. 
How many slaughters and murderous draughts of deadly poison 
have women devised for men ! And moreover I pity thy wife^ 
father, growing old in childlessness, for she, descended from 
good ancestors, is not worthy to suSer by childlessness. And 
of vainly- praised sovereignty the aspect indeed is pleasant, but 
its domestic state is grievous. For who is hlesl, who fortunate, 
who drags through life in terror, and expecting violence ? But 
I would rather live happy as a commoner, than as a tyrant, to 
whom it is a pleasure to have the wicked for friends, and who, 
fewing to die, hates the good. TItou wilt say that gold over- 
comes these ills, and that 'tis pleasant to be rich. I love not, 
** There ii little doubt that Mitlliiic'i cmeniUiion, t£* I' iv Uyy, ia 
bMter tbta ibe common rcadiag. See Dindorf. 
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keejnng wealth in mj huid§, to hetr vepraadi tad bs id^Jeel 
to troaUes. Bat nuiT modente mmm be inj lot aperi mm 
grief. Nowhear.Omher^wliiitedvaat^^IliiifepQiM 
here. Fint, indeed, leisaie^ which fa moit pleewmf to mma^ maA 
a moderate crowd of peo^; nor fa anj widud fiDow wait 
to jostle me from the path t Ibr it fa mbeaiaMe to jidd 
making waj for those worae than onceelf. Bat I was [ev«r] 
amidst the prajers to the Godi^ or the words of flMMwa tfe- 
tendine upon the rgoicin^ not mooming. And aono fai* 
deed 1 dismissed, bat [other] strangers cams^ ao that I waa 
alwaya meny, being new amongst new fiwea. jLad^ that • 
which men shonld pray for, e^en Uioagh it bdEUI theaa i^gainat 
their will, costom and nature together rendered me jaat beftva • 
the God. Masing upon these tUnn I desm ngr lot batter 
here than there, O father. Bat sofir me to Ufa Sat mjmU^ 
for equal is the pleasoreb to rqoice in ahgndanes^ aad to poa» 
sess a little with good wilL 

CHa Well hast tiiou spoken, if indeed those whom I leva 
will be made happy by these words of thine. 

XuTH. Cease this discourse, and learn to be happy. For 
I wish in the place where I found thee, child, to b^in [sacred 
rites], reclining at the common banquet of a conmion taUa^ 
and to sacrifice those birth-day offerings^^ for thee which I 
did not sacrifice before. And now indeed, leading thee aa a 
guest at my hearth, I will delight thee wiUi banquets, and I 
will escort thee as a visitor, forsooth, to see the land of 
Athens, not as being my son. For truly I do not wish, my- 
self being happy, to pain my wife who is childless. But here* 
after seizing an opportunity, I will bring orer my wife to 
8ufi*er thee to hold my sceptre over the limd. And I name 
thee Ion, suitably to the chance, inasmuch as, as I came out 
from the recesses of the God, thou first didst present thy footr 
steps. But having collected an assembly of thy friends, aalota 
them with the joys of a bull-sacrifice, being i^ut to quit die 
Delphian city. But I enjoin you, attendants, silence as to 
these things, or death if ye tell Uiem to my wife. 

loK. I will go^ but one part of fortune is yet wanting to 
me. For if I shall not find her who bore me, father, lift wOl 

^ See Stsnlej on iBich. Bain. 7, yMSkn&w 96np, tad Bsaas ea 

Ts. eoc 
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be unbearable. Bat, if it behoves to praj ; maj the woman 
who was my mother be from Athens, that on the mother^s 
side a liberty of speech may accrue to me. For if a stranger 
fall into an unmixed city, though in his language he be a 
citizen, yet he possesses a davish mouth, and has not a liberty 
in speech. 

Cho. I foresee tears and fotherf ^* woeful utterings of 
irroans, when my queen shall behold her husband possessing a 
fair progeny, but she herself is childless and bereft of children. 
What prophecy didst thou utter, O oracular son of Latona? 
Whence did this boy spring, nurtured in thy temple, from 
what woman ? For the oracles please me not, lest they convey 
some deceit. I fear this event, as to what will bo its result, 
t Unwonted [is this oracle], for it teUs strange things to mcf ^ 
The boy, nurtured up from other blood, possesses this [good] 
fortune by a trick.^ Who will not agree with this ? Friends, 
shall we tell all this clearly to our mistress' ear, concerning 
her husband, on whom resting all, she miserable shared his 
hopes ? But now she is perishing away under calamity, but 
He is fortunate, she entering upon hoary old age, but her hus- 
band is unhonoured by friends.^ Wretched man, who coming 
to the house a stranger, to great prosperity, did not preserve 
his fortunes !^ ^laj he perish, may he perish, who deceived 
my respected mistress, and may he never consecrate upon a 
lire to the Gods the cake burnt with the well-omened flame ! 
But mine shall know •••••• dear of tyranny.*^ Already 

the son and father, new to each other, are approaching the 
banquet, where the crags of the Parnassian rock possess their 
watch-tower and heaven-reaching home, where Bacchus, up- 
lifting his blazing torches, leaps swiftly in company with the 
night-revelling Bacchants. Never may the boy enter my city, 
bat may he die, quitting life yet young. For the sorrowing^ 

^ 8ee Dindorf. This chorus is rery corrupt in places. 

^ Hopelcsfly corrupt. See Dind. 

^ I hare treated coXok rvxay ^ as an hendiadyi, with MatUiis. Per- 
hipe «xfi iiX^ rvx^y y would be better. 

** llie reader will find a Tariety of explanations of these words in Mat- 
thUe's note, none of them sufficiently clear to make me willing U> tnn* 
jcribe them. 

*^ L e. Xuthus had no sons to succeed him in his good fortnne. 

^ A hopeless lacuna. 

^ Literally, ** nanxnred," *< put to straits." See Malthis. 
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Ion. Doing what thing, if indeed she was united to a 
God? 

* Creu. The child she brought forth she expoeed out of the 
house. 

lox. But where is the exposed child ? Does it behold the 
light? 

Creu. No one knows. Upon this matter I seek the onicle. 

lox. But if it is no more, m what manner did it perish ? 

Creu. She thinks that wild beasts destroyed the miserable 
one. 

lox. Using what evidence did she suppose this ? 

Creu. Going to the place where she had exposed it, she 
found it no longer there. 

lox. But was there anj dripping of blood on the path ? 

Creu. She does not say so, although she much, travened 
the spot 

lox. But how ji^ long a time has elapsed since the child was 
destroyed ? 

Creu. If he were living, he would have been about the 
same measure of years with thee. 

lox. The God does him wrong, and unhappy is his mother. 

Creu. After this she brought forth no other child* 

lox. But what if Phoebus has taken, and nurtures him in 
secrecy? 

Creu. He does not rightly, alone rejoicing orer a common 

lox. Alas ! his fortune is of the same strain with my oiwn. 

Creu. And thee, I ween, O stranger, some hapless mother 
longs for. 

~ lox. But do not thou excite me to a grief which I baTS 
forgotten. 

Creu. I am silent But go on with the matters concerning 
which I ask you. 

lox. Knowest thou then what part of thy story involves 
most difficulty ? 

Creu. Ay, what is not so with that hapless woman ? 

lox. How will the God give an oracle concerning what be 
would wish concealed ? 

Creu. If indeed he sits on the common tripod of Greece— • 

lox. He is ashamed of this affair. Seek not to bring bim 
toprood 
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Cred. But she who bos sufiered is in grief because of her I 
ID 13 fortune. 

los. There is no one who will give an oracle on tliese mat- 
ters 10 thee. For Pbmbus, being in his own temple proved base, 
would with reason work some ill upon him that proclaimed It 
to thee. Leave the place, lady ; for one must not by oracles 
seek for things contrary to the God. For to so great a 
height of folly we should come, if we shall seek to compel the 
Gods, being unwilling, to B.iy what Ibey will not, either by 
Blaughter of sheep near the allar, or tlirougli tlie flight of birds. 
For such things as we seek after against the will of the Gods, 
we possess not as real goods, lady ; but by such things as 
they give willingly, we are benefited. 

Cuo. Many are the calamities of various mortals, and their 
forms differ. But one will scarcely find one [eootiaual form] 
of good fortune in the life of men. 

Crzv. O Phoebus, both there and here thou art not just 
towards her that is absent, whose words are present. But 
thou bast not preserved thine own son, whom it behoved thee 
to preserve, nor, being a prophet, wilt thou inform the mother, 
that, if he is no more, he may be honoured with a tomb, but 
if be is in being, he may at some time come into his mother's 
sight. But one must quit the subject, if I am hindered by 
the God from learning wliat I wish. But, O stranger — for I 
behold my noble husband Xuihus coming hither, nigh at 
band, having quitted the recesses of Trophonius — be silent to 
mj husband respecting what I have told you, lest I incur any 
reproach by managing secret affaire, and the story go on dif< 
ferently from the manner in which I have detailed it. For 
women's condition is a dilBcult one among men, and, the good 
being mixed up with the evil, we are objects of hatred. So 
unhappy are we by nature. 

XuTUUS. (entering.) First indeed may the God, receiving 
the first offerings of my address, hail I And thou too, lady. 
Have I stricken thee with fear, coming al^er a long period. 

CBEt7. In no wise, but thou wast a caude of care. But tell 
me what response thou bcnrest from Trophonius, as to how 
tlie procreation of children m.iy be accomplished by us. 

XuTQ. He did not attempt to anticipate the oracles of Apollo i 
but, at all events, he said one thing ; that I aliould not return, 
nor thou either, homeward from the oracles, Wvt,\iQM\. <i\i&&xa;i. 



I'.v.i.. Aua by *vh:it name does Iiis (-.v. 

est tliou, or doos this reniaio in silence, i. 

Cao. Ion, Binc« Le first met his fothc 

P^D. And from wtut mother a baf "J 

Cuo. I conoot tell. But her husb« 

nuj know all tliat depends on me, old t 

atnuigers and birthdaj offerings in the holT 

to her, being about to join in a common ban- 

P^D. Mistress, wo are betrajcd b^ tfa; 1 ! 
thee do I suffer,) and wo are insulted will 
and cast out of the dwelling of Krcctheus. 
as hating tlij husband, but loving theo rathet 
having ived thee, coining us a nrunger to tti 
house, and receiving thine whole inheritance, i 
privilj obtiuned ciiildren the fruit of another ' 
[he hath done so] privily, I will explain. Wb' 
that thou wast childless, he wat oot content 
and to bear an equal fortune, but iiaving taken 
aocrell; wedded a slavish bed, be begat a 6o< 
him, being sent abroad, to some one of the Df- 
up. And he, like n sacred [animal], is bred n. 
of the God, to escape notice. But wnien ho peru 
youth had been completely brought v.'p, he panu 
come hither on account of thy d *' " ~ * * 
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of old, and h« wove such cunning wilea aa tlicsc. Being detected 
indeed, he would have offered liim up to ihe God, butf com- 
ing, and wishing time to help him,| ^' he thought to endow him 
with the swa^ of the hmJ. And [he called him] by a new 
name invented for some lime, loo, because forsooth he first met 
him OS he wenL Alas ! how I always detest evil men, who, 
(Mncocting unjudt deeds, then set them off with their cmfty de- 
vices. I would rather wish lo possess a simple, good man as 
a friend, than a more clever, but evil one. And thou wilt 
suffer the worst of all these ills, [having] to lead a motherless 
wretch, of no account, the oRspriog of some slave, into thine 
house. For the evil would have been simple, if he bad in- 
troduced into ihe bouse one bom of a noble mother, having 
penuaded thee, representing thy own childlessness. But ii" 
this were bitter to thee, it behoved him to desire the nuptials 
of ./Eolus.** Wherefore it behoves thee to do some woman's 
deed ; fur thou must needs cither take the sword, or by some 
cnxft or potion destroy thy husband and bis son, before death 
befall thee at their hands ; but if thou succumbest, thou wilt 
cease from ibis life. For when two hostile parlies come under 
one roof, eitherone or the other must fare ill. I indeed am both 
willing to toil with thee, and to join in slaying the boy, enter- 
ing the house, where he is preparing the banquet, and paying 
the price of my support to my mistress to die, and living to 
behold the ligbt.^ For one thing brings a shame to slaves — 
the name. But as to all other things, no slave that is honour- 
able is worse than the free. 

Cno. And I, dear mistress, wish to die, or live honourably, 
sharing this mischance with thee. 

Creu. my soul, how shall I be silent? and how shall 
I declare my stealthy nuptials, and lay aside my modesty ? 
For what bindemnne for me is there yet in the way ? Before 
whom do I enter upon the contest of virtue? Mas not my 
husband proved a traitor? and I am deprived of my house, 
deprived of children, and vanished Are the hopes, which, 



" Tbi common readins u quite hopcl«u. See Dindorf* no! 
lillle HlUried with the ■.'mcnditioni ktreul)' prapoied, tai md ■ 
dined to iliink that lomclhLn;: Iw* been lul. 

** Becatue Xuthus wu of the £aliiui race. 

** L e. whelher 1 die or lire, I wifh to thow gratitude to my 
But I am icarcelj laliified. 
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wishing to Bet aright, I was not abk^ keeping mlenoe ta to 
my marriage^ and silence as to mj much-wept-for chiMbeaS 
ing. But no^ by the starry seat of Jore, and bj the God- 
dess who dwells above my native roeka^ and tbe haUowed 
beach of the watery TVitonian lake^ I will no longer coocesl 
my nuptials, that removing [the load of trouble J from my 
breast, I may be lighter. The pupils of my ejea are flowing 
with tears, and my life is pained, evilly ploCted against both 
by men and by immortals, whom I will prove the angimtefid 
traitors of my bed. O thou that tonest thy voice to the music 
of the seven-stringed lyre, which to herdmen aounda with its 
lifeless horns the sweet-sounding hymns of the Moaea^ to 
thee, O son of Latona, I will uplift my voice of blaming befoie 
this light of day. Thou camest to me with thv hair glittering 
with gold, when I was gathering in the lap of mj garments^ 
the crocus bells, to deck myself as with gold. But dinging to 
my white hands, thou, a God, didst impudently lead me, while 
crying out, O mother, mother, to nuptials in ukt cave^ doing a 
pleasure to Venus. And I wretched bear to thee a boy, whmn, 
through fear of my mother, I expose upon thy bed, where 
wretched wretchedly thou didst wed hapless me. Alaa for 
me ! And now my hapless boy and thine is perished, snatched 
away by winged birds as a banquet ; and yet thoo soundest 
on the lyre, singing paeans. Alas ! I addr^ thee^ the aoo of 
Latona, who allottest a response at the golden seat, and at the 
middle station of the earth ; to thy ears will I proclaim my 
cry. Alas ! thou evil sharer of my bed, who to mj husband 
(when thou hast received no previous favour from him) dost 
bring a son to dwell in liis house ; but my son and thina^ un* 
known, perishes by birds, torn away by tnrds, changing the 
swaddling clothes in which his mother wrapped him. Bat* 
Delos hates thee, and the shoots of hiurel near the rich- 
foliaged palm, where Latona was delivered of thee her hon- 
oured offspring by her divine hands. 

Cho. Alas ! how is there opened a great store of woea, 
upon which every one would shed the tear 1 

PiED. O daughter, I cannot satiate my gase in looking on 
thy countenance, but I am beside myself. For when I was 
but just now trying to exhaust the waves of trouble firom 
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my mindy another [torrent] at the stem attacks me, because 
of thj words, which uttering^ thou hast turned to a new track 
of woes besides the present ills. What sajest thou ? What 
charge dost laj against Loxias ? What child sajest thou that 
thou didst bring S>rth ? Where in the dtj didst thou place it, 
a grateful object for beasts to entomb ? Detail to me again. 

Creu. I feel a shame before thee^ old man ; but neverthe- 
less I will speak. 

PiED. Ay, for I know how to mourn generously with my 
friends. 

Cbeu. Hear then. Knowest thou the northern cave of the 
Cecropian rock, wliich we call ^lacrsBan ? 

PiED. I know it, near which are the recesses and altars 
of Pan. 

Creu. Here we went through a fearful contest. 

PiED. What? [tell me,] that my tears may suit thy tale. 

Creu. UnwiUmg I united an unhappy wedding with 
Phoebus. 

Pjed. O daughter, was this what I perceived ? 

Creu. I know not But if thou speakest truth, I will 
confess. 

PiED. When thou secretly groaned over a hidden disease. 

Creu. Then happened the evil which now I tell thee plainly. 

Pjed. And then how did you conceal the nuptials of 
Phoebus? 

Creu. I gave birth. Hear this from me with patience, old 



'Pjed. Where, and who delivers thee? Or didst thou toil 
through this alone ? 

Creu. Alone in the cave, where I was yoked in marriage. 

Pjed. But where is the boy, so that thou mayest bo no 
longer childless? 

Creu. He is dead, old man, being exposed to wild beasts. 

Pjed. Is dead ? But did evil Apollo bear no help ? 

Creu. He did not; but in the house of Hades [the child] 
is educated. 

Pjed. And who exposed him? For surely it was not 
jourselfl 

Creu. Twas I; having swathed him in my garments by 
night. 

Pjed. And was no one privy to thee in exposing the child? 
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Crbu. M7 cakmities, fonooth» and aaeraogr tioofb^ 
Pjed. And how didst thoa dare to leave thy bej 10 tfHi 
cave? 
Creu. How indeed? Casting fiorth nanj piteoaa wwds 

from my mouth. 

Pjed. Aks! wretched thoa for thy daringi hot die God 
more so than thou 1 

Creu. Ay, [you would indeed say so^] if yoa had aesD the 
child stretching out his hands to me. 

PiED. Seeking the breast, or to be taken in thy anna? 

Creu. [Seekug those arms^] where not beii^ be a ofh ied 
wrongfully from me. 

PiED. And how came the thought for thee to ezpoae a 
chUd? 

Creu. [Thinking] that the God wodd at least preaerre 
liis own son. 

PifiD. AJasI how is the prosperity of thine house lost by 
a storm! 

Creu. Why, old man, dost thou shed tears, having hidden 
thine head ? 

Pjcd. Beholding thee and thy father in unhappinesa. 

Creu. Such are mortal things ; nought remains in the 
same state. 

Fjc^d. Let us then no longer keep to things of jnty, 
daughter. 

Creu. For what must I do? Unhappiness hath no ways 
and means. 

P^D. Avenge thyself on the God who first iiyuxed thee. 

Creu. And how, being n mortal, shall I outstrip tboae 
more powerful? 

P.£D. Bum the holy shrines of Loxias. 

Creu. I dread [to do so]. Already I have enough of woea. 

PiED. Dare then what thou canst do. Slay thy husband. 

Creu. I revere the former wedded life, when he was good. 

Pjed. But at least [slay] the hoy who has appeared 
against thee. 

Creu. How? For if it were possible, how I should 
wish it! 

Pjeo. Having armed thine attendants with swords. 

Creu. I will go. But where shall this be done ? 

Pjdx In the £>ly tent% where he is feasting his firienda. 
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CxED. llurder U k nurkcd detd, and skTCt m WMk. 

I*JCI^ AIm I Thou art faiot-burtAd. CooH^ do 71M pkn 
■owftliing. 

Cacti. And in truth I hnve a plan both snftjr tad C&etivtb 

pjBO. I would 1>« an amistant in both tl 

Caxu. Hear, iben. Knoweat thou of 1 
aaitb-bom race? 

P^D. I know that which the giaota wi^ed igiintt the 
Goda at Phlegm. 

Cbcu. There Earth brought fonh Gt«goi^** a taiibia 
prwdigy. 

Pju^ What, u an My to her cliililren, a toQ to tht Godt t 

Cnv.v. Vea, and the tioddeas Pallas, the da o gh t ar of Jon, 
■kwber. 

P.ct>. What manner of mragu runa poHaMod ibo? 

Ckeo. a bretufpUto armed with wrt-albingi of a Tiper. 

P^ik la thta dMu (ba tarj whkb I long aisoe heard ? 

Cbcu. Yee, that Minerva ween her akin upon her breaat ? 

Pmo, That which tbey call nsia, the aoeoutrement of 
Sliaerra? 

Can;. It obtained thia naiMs when ahe came to the battle 
eftheGoda. 

P.XD. What harm, I pnjr joo, daughter, will thia be to 



Cbed. Knoweat thoa Eriethoniiu, or what wilt thon not 
[fiMSetloldnaii?* 
FiDX Him whoa the earth aent Sonh, the flrat-bocii of 

Cbeo. Pidhi civei to him, being yoong — 

Tmd. What uting? For thou art ntterias aooM tardj 
apoaeh. 

Cera. Two dropa of blood from the Gorgon. 

P.sik Having what inflneoce upoo loaD'a nature? 

CaMO. Oaa wadljr, tbe other a eurer of dinaaaa. 

Psk Towtepartoftheiafut'flbodjrhaTingboaBdlt?* 

~ 111 Piiaw ■ 8«« INadcrTa nata. 

• Tka Mwiraeiiae la 1* rv [1- •• r^ H^I •^fMMC ntWwC i^ 
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from tbe boose. Bat *tie good fiir tiie 
ptetj ; but when any one wiahee to do hie 
Ww is aa impedioMnt. 

Coa O Trivia,*^ daogfater of CefCi» who art the gmnfiaa 
deltj orer journejs bj night aad da j, gnde the eop fail oC wd 
death to those against whom arf respMed, rmpeeted mijcreM 
aeods it, [full of dcadlj pouoo j from the trickling c/ iut ezz 
throat of tbe Gorgon, for him that aims at tbe dwtLiz:^ k/ 
the Erectheidae. Nerer maj a stranger from od^r Lv^ms 
rule over tbe citj, except the noblr-horn sons oC Entrit^!:^!^ 
Bat if his death and the attempts of mj sistrem ut zrx 
brought to pass, and opjiortonitj f'^r tl^ deed be vaz:ti::g« 
whither hope is borne onwards, she will either ba:>i> ti^ 
sharpened sword, or fit the nooM for Ler throat arccjvi mt 
neck, and baring put an end to saflerings bj scSeriagt, wiH 
descend to another form of life For nerer will she, wi:/> Lf 
sprung from a noble Immuc, with her bright eyes tx^^rtj w'rSjt 
linng, others and aliens ruling in her boose. I am ashamed of 
the God of manj hjmns,^ if aroond tl^e Castalian f(favUir,%^ 
he by night, being sleepless, shall behold the lamp, spectator 
of the Eikads:^ when also the starry-riiaged ether of J<nre 
u wont to dance,** and the Moon dances, and the fiftj dacgh- 
tcrs of Xereus, which in the sea, and in the eddies oC tuntl 
rivers, eelebrate in choir Cora with her goldea crwB, and her 
hallowed mother [Ceres] ; where, [Ibrsooth,^ this ▼agahood of 
Phsboa hopes to reign, falling upon [the finutt of] others^ toil 



1. 1. 
* Om of tiM d^s of tiM If jMtrifs. GL Arviefh. Mm. SVt. saS 

8se BJ aslm sa iBsch. Af. 4, ^ », 
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Creu. With golden ligaments ; and he givee tfaem to my 
father. 

PiED. And at his death, thej came to jou ? 

Creu. Yes, and I bear them, too^ on the wrist of mj hand. 

P^D. How then is the nature <^ this twofold gift of the 
Goddess? 

Creu. Whatever [drop] of blood has trickled fiom the 
hollow vein [of the monster] — 

P^D. What is to be done with it? Hath it anj power? 

Creu. It keeps offdisease, and contains the nutriment of life. 

PiED. But the second number, of which jou speek, what is 
its effect ? 

Creu. It causes death, being venom from the anekea of the 
Grorgons. 

PiED. But bearest thou them mixed together, or separata? 

Creu. Separate, for with evil good is not mixed. 

PiED. O dearest daughter, thou hast all of which there 
is need. 

Creu. Bj this the hoy shall die, and thou shalt be his 
slayer. 

PiED. Where, and what doing? Tb thine to speak, bat 
mine to dare. 

Creu. At Athens, when he comes to my hoose. 

PiED. This thou sajest not well ; for you also Uame my 
plan. 

Creu. How ? Hast thou suspected what also occurred to 
me? 

P^D. Thou wilt seem to have slain the boy, even though 
you did not slay him. 

Creu. Right. For they say that step-dames have gmd^ 
ing against children. 

PiED. Slay iiim then hero, that thou mayest deny the murder. 

Creu. I certainly anticipate the pleasure in time. 

PiSD. And thou wilt escape the notice of thy hosband in 
what he himself seeks to keep secret from thee. 

Creu. Do then, know'st what? Receiving from mj hand 
this ancient vase, the golden work of Minerva, go where mj 
husband is privily sacrificing bulls ; and when they cease from 
the banquets, and are about to offer libations to the Groda,** 

Cf. Vin. Mn. i. 737 tqq., whtre ihe libation after a meal is ftiUr 
'" *, wiih Strriut <m ▼•. 734. 
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keeping this in thy garmentSi pour it into the drink of the 
jonng man, and allot the draught to him alone, not to all, to 
him who is ahout to be the master in mj house. And if it 
[once] pass his throat, he will neyer come to renowned 
Athens, but dying will remain here. 

Pjkd. Do thou then remoTe thy foot within the house of our 
hosts, and we will accomplish tlie task to which we are ap- 
pointed. Come, O aged foot, be young in deeds, even though 
in years [youth] be not thine. But go with thy mistress, 
against an hostile man, and join in slaying and removing him 
from the house. But 'tis good for the prosperous to honour 
piety ; but when any one wishes to do his enemies harm, no 
law is an impediment. 

Cna O Trivia,^ daughter of Ceres, who art the guardian 
deity over journeys by night and day, guide the cup full of sad 
deadi to tliose against whom my respected, respected mistress 
sends it, [full of deadly poison] from the tricklings of the cut 
throat of the Gorgon, for him that aims at the dwellings of 
tlie Erectheidae. Never may a stranger from other houses 
rule over the city, except the nobly-born sons of Erectheus. 
But if his death and the attempts of my mistress be not 
brought to pass, and opportunity for the deed be wanting, 
whither hope is borne onwards, she will either handle the 
sharpened sword, or fit the noose for her throat around her 
neck, and having put an end to sufferings by sufferings, will 
descend to another form of life. For never will she, who is 
sprung from a noble house, with her bright eyes endure, while 
living, others and aliens ruling in her house. I am ashamed of 
the God of many hymns,^ if around the Castalian fountains, 
be by night, being sleepless, shall behold the lamp, spectator 
of the Eikads:^ when also the starry-visaged ether of Jove 
is wont to dance,^ and the Moon dances, and the fifty daugh- 
ters of Nereus, which in the sea, and in the eddies of eteraal 
rivers, celebrate in choir Cora with her golden crown, and her 
hallowed mother [Ceres] ; where, [forsooth,] this vagabond of 
Phflcbus hopes to rdgn, falling upon [the fruits of] others' toiL 

* Hecate it meant See Bernet and Matthiv. 

* !• e. Bacchus. 

* One of the days of the Mjrtterice. CL Arittoph* Ban. 326, and 
Bareei'a note. 

* See my notes on ^ach. Ag. 4, p. 95, cd. Bcibiu 
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See» all yewho^ following the Muse, eluumt in haxah-floanding 
hymns of our beds, and the lawlesi) impioiui nuptials of 
Venus, how much we surpass the ui\]a8t race of men in 
pietj. And let a contrary verse and Muse, with haxah aoond- 
ingf go foi^ against men respecting their beds. For this 
[XuUius], bom from the sons of Jov^ shows foiigetfalnesi^ 
not begetting from mj mistress the fortune of a r^vm mnn o& 
spring of children in his house, but, turning his delight lowiids 
another lov^ he hath obtained an ill^timate son. 

[Enter a Servant.] 

Serv. Renowned ladies, where shall I find mj mi stiess^ 
the daughter of Erectheus ? for I have gone over the whok 
of the city, searching after her, and cannot find her. 

Cue. What is it, O fellow slave ? What swiftness of feet 
possesses thee, and what news dost thou bear? 

Serv. We are pursued, and the country magistrates of the 
land are seeking her that she may die by being stoned. 

Cho. Ah me ! what wilt thou say ? Surdy we are not 
discovered contriving a secret murder against the youth ? 

Serv. Thou hast hit it ; thou wilt purtake of the evil not 
among the least 

Cue. And how were the secret contrivances perceived ? 

Serv. The Grod, not wishing to be defiled, took care that 
injustice should be inferior to justice. 

Cue. How ? I suppliant beseech thee to declare this. For 
having learnt whether we needs must die^ we should die more 
pleasantly, or behold the light. 

Serv. When the husband of Creusa went away, and left 
the oracle, taking his new son to the banquet and sacrifice 
which he was preparing for the Grods, Xuthus indeed went to 
the place where the Bacchic fire of the God leaps forth, in 
order that he might wet the double rocks^ of Bacchos with 
the blood of sacrifice, in return for the sight ^^ of his son, say- 
ing, Do you indeed, O son, remain, and erect a circular tent 
by the labours of workmen. And i^ after sacrificing to the 
Gods who preside over birth, I be a long time absent^ let 
there be banquets for your friends present. Then taking the 

** i. e. the two heights of Pamaatus. 

^ Barnes well obaenrea that dvr^pia (« quod Yidendi causa datam) 
it here uaed for 3^^, the aight itaelt 
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cmlveA, be went »w»t ; "ust ii*t j-ja-^ naii r^i r*^!^'; ?^«i^ 

np the eiwrkwurc of & test ip-il er«: :»'.Iiin. u-^-nui* j 

walla," taking jreax ctr* tri^iiK -:.* !*«£ •^-:*»- *;S- "-^^ 

neither lowai^ tl* cJ-^i^t njri •/ ^i^ hui." i-'jr '■'^ '-:>. 

other haAd, towards ti«e fccrtjr- >«tii«. ii" ;:t :i*«»*ii^- '-'-: 
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ten thousaDd feet, a» t:*e »«^'l- «7 t* -x^r.;:* '''^- ^ »'"•'•• 

of the Delphian j^-7> f- i -Jt-j-. j^.'' >-:.i --w.:-.^ bs*'--^l 

tapestries out of -the «.5t^ j»* iurr:.*:'. v r-i i.-t^rs t •--•'•:•- 

ing, a marrel for o*^ v. >-v.»j.- /'.v- :ii'u»ftf- :** t;'-*5u-_: 

m win5 of ^arrvrii* ^.t*? ij» .-vx "-:•» r': •*^' -:••• ♦'^^ '-' * ■' *- 

which Hercui«-* Lrv-n: f. "-u* Vv- i:ol^t v' "..»*. >-:--:^ 

z/>xu. And su-rL w.-.i^i £^:.r^ v*r» ;r..-:r.-;'. y; '.-t '•»■-"■.:_■•. 

Hearen 'wa*' c.-.^*-r'i; :•*•. ►*-:.•> -t *:.•. •-.":•* v' •f->- 

ll»c Sun Wis criiir.* t.t ^-.rvr^ •.. 'at -i.-". ri.:. :r -•-• 

dar", drawing w;: . :,.=. :•* » ^ :. ; j .r.' j' ■ ^^ >*-'' ^ "'- 
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sou. im TjmanaL rm. "aiE ul idbl sod. 
Awsr utf ssuL wmf Txa^ ant xcsie ip;pb. i]bBt 
^ •'i^i' msu&-[ isn- snane: irr?^ k iwiiris nf iiisr beirt. 
ixrz tnsn t::^^ laimir iir luoaii ^*iii icnufis a iiie £t9tx 
^iv^-- w^TAi^xr ^niMi!& lur in iidui]^ i. n&iastac ohi. at if £0^" 
^^^.u oiiic^ nmuur u uir nrv xaBscrer. c&^% iiie fell i i u K t 
.-^.Aem^ inu Hit v-Du imc smzrus-fus tuuiu-il. irxJeL Hbttj mj 
:-.^ mssrreas pc*M xun. "Uik ixif vmcL nicis csh die fi^iL 
3ux nnnmr- ^xtpw im rnci* lus nm of u* Mr-rssm vumd 
a: il-nmfixtAL vrru ar •m nrv^xumc kil ^of Xsduat^ in 
riU'.Tvu"; «.*iu ii;iiic% iksu. ^u Umciiil tl iat iiuid. B«t be, 
ft^ xiir-tiTYx u xxif ismTitt ohl timuti^ ctp^'ar sxcJawnatm* Ud 
I £> ax iiotflx. aiu. orucrpx HifOL u £L utAbo' ^rsh pibieKa 
;;^u IV ^r**'^ 1/ Utf farzi. ZM ITmciol iiei:re -iTt^aipded for ^ 
;%<-.£• iim. niiS- al ivur iiiexf t'wi.T. Asi ^katot moemJed ; 
un4 a?tir ua& ttux. hu isbzvl utv nf Brtibfie viae v« filled 
i:u «Kn*K. ^xtnuos Ahl uxul Uiif *dl & wapeii flo^ of 
Ti:r-.'*iii> 2:ri»s uwiT lUf i«nusf- iic zitrr rvfc- vribc^M fear ia 
::u raj.:ui:i.us> a Ij.izu--* I^i;: viiii Uif j u^i ji-'Hired aTtr 

■•• uiu syuAw r ii.x; -:l-*- T'i.l-"riUii:rjc r-^i*. Aad to the 
4\::\.'.> HM i\:\icu\i i»; iJtf '-.'•i ^'b^ larz^i^i b=i cc» bird, 
*i.\:'i :.a4. As^i-ifc v-tir.-^ i:if :«•▼ !*:•:. \'4:' X^:i;:*^ bid poared 
iv»- ;iu '••in.', uii 14^'i'^J'i •.!•! i;n.x:ri'- fcrLrir^^kj »b<»k her 

A.uai.\ ¥•*!:;. i'.r .1 ». i».h -I *fi..:r :•»« ri-i«. Asd u* vbc^e 00m- 
7u*T • .'i" iiii riw^*^ ■''«i* t>::i:.:s2>ic u u»e irjc';^ c*: the bird ; 
uj^L sitf i:»» .r r;a T-x.is.:iTrfi. srvr^-^rj: c^: bcr jvirrie ftKt. Bat 
i; s.ir vh; 1^ :»«!i TC.v;a-.3w»i r^ lirf .vrtcie leaped upon the 
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7iv^:is.3;n:« Kf *xka..ii» t^f '^•i =i*=^ *eis25 liia br his aged 
^ Ki bk4 lict b» y^^w vubite: iX wnrffifcV . TWi . Ct Ipb. T. 1469. 
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CHa And whither el§e [ahouldst tiud 
Creu. And what will thu avail mi 
Coo. It ia not lawful to sUy a sopH 
Coed. But hy th« law I perish. 
Ctio. Ay, if takea hy the band. 
Case. And truly hither are the bittJ 
ing, a word in hand. 

Cbo. Sit then at the pyne ; sad e/S ' 
here, thou wilt lay the guilt of a >up|p 
ilayen ; but fortune roust he «ndured. ^ 
Ion. hull-faced^ Tisage of father C' 
ia this thou host b^otten, or a dragon, lot- ] 
fire, in whom is all daring, nor ia she in 
drops of the Gorgon's Tenant with whic 
nte. Seize on her, that tlie hills of Pn 
shall be hurled by a leap from the rock, 
dishevelled locks of her hair. But I have j 
fortune, before I cnme to the city of At 
subject to a stepmother. For white amori. 
Bured the amount of your good will, hov 
\vTathful thou art against mc. For, once r 
your house, you would have quickly sen 
realms of i?luto. But neither the altar, 
Apollo, shall save thee; and the commiser 
excite is rather due to mo and my mothi: 
person be wanting to me, her oame is in 
Behold this daring wretcli, what device upo 
ivoven. Has she not crouched down at the 
unJer that she may not pay the penalty of w! 
Crel'. I forbid thee to sky me, both on 
and of the God, where I have token refug& 

lux. And what is there in common both ti 
thM? 

CREr. I give my body as consecrated to th- 
I^X, And then youslaywithpoisonstbe[aerv 
Ok£1'. But thou wast no longer Apollo's, b< 
lo>. But I wu — I speak of the tima when 
sbMBt*' 




Ik. KMlbnbant bnr tUs ««aM tncd to tiB m^ , 
PrcK. 1 ^v« ^atri. .kai thuu, b«i=r esrafed ut in 

IsK. Bat I iwIm^ [«■ wtMAi] «Uk m^ wmUm !■ ha. 



tm. TkM^MS 



ktitawli 






■*y 



- n* Kite tan MH tew v«B ff^tfrnkmim^mtiUAm 
•r Cm^ : na At ds af*! G^ MMM M (tack *• Mr ^p^ 



■la ■■*ti»i<rfiii». ■*!■!? —w»>iiMitaJM. iWM«te«a 

4> «d to nnM ita HOMliM af iM wt &*itan to *• taMriM 
WMibrfl^M<Arti».SB.fc.i*»tafclhw»ihMrifc*<*if 



ira 



^.Y *iZ 



ffF ^^ 



r^tfia: 



: "T ^J: ^i 






> «< » #"^ •• 



4.^. 









i-". 



« . r 



IQX. 117 



rr«k czxuig mr miad to that tiiiie» wben m j modier, 
w«%ic!ea. MuiaM a.w«T, and held not the breast under me; hoi 
L wulwitt a aaoH^ cootinned the life of a aenrant inthedweU- 
i::^ cc tbe God. Tte eondnct of the God indeed was goo^ 
Si: oc sbct&a^L evil For all the tLme during which I ouf^ to 
bav« been renstSs^ in mj aother'a ann% and tasting aome of 
:JM pivsnn oc life. I vas desdtate of the most tender nnrtnra 
s^caaodwr. And wmehed* too^ vas she who bore me. Hoir 
^a» utf n&mi the sane cakmitj, losing the ddighta of bar 
V:t : Aad aov« taking thia chest, I wfll bear ^^flBpTings to the 

Gcc» I?nj^I ^^^i^ ^ ^^7 ^^^ vp<3B nought that I do not 
v^isa. ^ For if woae sLare chance to be mj mother, ^ woiaa 
:e icti aj mgcher, than in siknoe to let her alone. O Fho- 
>cs^ I o&r this at thr shrines^ And jet what am I doing? 
I j^^LiIl Nf ci»»Bding against the God, who preserved these 
i2c:caS»B cc »▼ mother for me. I most dare and endora 
tl:e!c thirds: for th:aj> fitted none can erer overcome. Osa- 
crcvi ^irunc. vir b^T« jc SKn hidden from me, and je band- 
i^*:5^ iz wiich =2T xvx^ dear :o me were guarded? Behold 
:J^r «u^^Cw:^i:=^ irase c: :he well-rounded chest, how it has 
scs ^r.^vrr «.\i. .ind hew =c;ild is absent from its texture, 
tircw^i jccc divide i=:cr:erecce. But a long time has passed 
d-r.sj: L:e '.nrer**! :o th^se inMLSores;. 

0'.iLW. W':iAt rha=:ca oi ushoped-tor things do I see ? 

lox. ^* »:Iies:. thou List been beiore conscioos of much 

O^s;.. Mr 5::i:e i5 rot cce for silence. Advise me not. 
For I >chv\d the burder. which osce on a time I exposed ; 
tSx\ :VrKvch. :::▼ chi'.d. S?in * T«t an infant babe, in the caves 
v^' v\vrcnk a::c the rcvkv Mscne. But I will leave thia altar, 

lo.\. Nri^ C2 her ; for, maddened bv some God, she has 
Wc't ;ho is:^^^ ci the altar : and bind her arms. 

O.ui'. Oesi:s^ set iTcm ^lajir^ me ; for to this ^chest] will 
I eh:*^, and to thee, and to the things concealed within it. 

Ion. Is bv>« this dnMofcl ? I am carried off bj a pretended 
lsx\d.*' 

v'^v. Not K\ but thou art found, dear to those dear. 
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satisfied their desire with abandant food. Bat when thej 
had ceased from this pleasure, an old man, coining forth into 
the midst of the plain, stood still, and afibrded much laughter 
to the guests bj acting with a set design. For he both poured 
out from pitchers water for washing handa^ and burnt the juice 
of m^TrlC and ruled oyer the golden caps, himself amignSng 
himself this task. But when matters came to the mn^a 
pipes and the common cup, the old man said. We ought to 
take awaj the small wine cups, and bring large, that these 
[our friends] may sooner arrive at delight of their hearL Atxi 
then there was labour for those who brought in the silver and 
gold-wrought goblets. But he taking a selected one, as if for- 
sooth doing honour to his new master, gave the full vessel, 
casting into the wine that murderous poison, which thev saj 
his mistress gare him, tliat the youth might quit the ughL 
But nobody knew the truth. But one of the servants uttered 
an ill-omened word, as the new-found son [of Xuthusl in 
company with others, held the libation in his hand. But he, 
as nurtured in the temple and among clever soothsayers, held 
it as an omen, and ordered them to fill another fresh goblet, 
and he (rives to the earth the libation before intended tor the 
God, and bids all pour theirs away. And silence succeeded ; 
and at'ter this, with the sacred dew of Bybline wine we filled 
the sacred goblets. And amid this toil a winged flock of 
pigeons lights upon the house, for they dwell without fear in 
the habitations of Loxias. But when they had poured away 
their wine, the birds in want of drink dipped their beaks into 
it, and sucked it into their well-feathered necks. And to the 
others the libation of the God was harmless ; but one bird, 
which had settled where the new son [of Xuthus] had poured 
away the wine, and tasted the draught, straightway shook her 
well-winged form, and raved like a Bacchant, and screamed 
aloud, wailing in a not intelligible guise. And the whole com- 
pany of the gucMtM was astonished at the troubles of the bird ; 
and she dies in convulsions, stretching out her purple feet. But 
the son who harl been proclaimed by the oracle leaped upon the 
table witli his limbs bared of garments,^ and cries out^ What 
man sought to kill me ? Tell me, old man, for thine was the 
set design, and from thy hand I received the cup. And im- 
mediately he examines the old man, seizing him by bis aged 

'^ Ho had torn hia robes asunder, in astonishment. Cf. Iph. T. 1469. 
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arm, that he midtt catch liim ia the fact [of haring poison 
in his possession]. And he was detected, and, under com- 
pulsion, he with much ado let out the daring deed of Creusa 
and the contrivance of tlie cup. And the youth pro- 
clumcd by llie omcle of Pythian Apollo, rushes out inime- 
diately, taking with him the f^ucsls, and standing among the 
Fythios chieftains, he says, sacred canh, our life is with 
poison attempted by a sti'anger H-otnnn, the daughter of Erec* 
tbeux. And the chiefs of llie Delphinns decreed with unani- 
mous vote that my mistress should die, hurled from a rock, as 
having attempted to destroy a consecrated man, and to perpe- 
trate a murder in the temple. And all the city is searching 
ifter her who has hastened liithcr her unprosperous journey. 
For coming to Phosbus through desire of children, she has 
destroyed herself in common with her children. 

Cno. There is not, there is not an escape from death for 
miserable me now ; for these thin;2;8 nre now plain, are now 
plain, from the death caused by libation made of the clusters 
of Bacchus,^' mingled with the quick drops of the viper. Plain 
are the sacrittces [prepared] for the dead ; calamities indeed 
for my life, and death by stoning for my mistress. By what 
winged flight [shall I escape], or shall I wend my way be- 
neath the murky recesses of the earth, fleeing from the curse 
of a death by stoning, ascending the chariot drawn by swift- 
hoofed'" steeds, or the stem of the ship ? One cannot escape 
notice, when God is unwilling to favour one's escape. What, 
O wretched mistress, awaits thee to suffer in soul ? Shall 
we not, wishing to do some one evil, ourselves sufler, as indeed 

Crec. Attendimts, we are pursued unto deadly slaughter, 
condemned by the Pythian vote, and I tun given up [to exe- 
cution]. 

Cno. O wretched one, we know thy calamities, in what 
state of fortune thou art. 

CnEO. Where then shall I fly ? For with difficulty I with- 
drew my foot from the house, so as not to die, and I have got 
here, escaping from my enemies by stealth. 

" I read AhIc villi Dobrcs, lo whom rwarlac for axartif a also due. 
S«e DindorC llu ronitruclioa appears lo be fayipi TiS" ytq fity U . 
Aior. fiarp. iii-fwii. BoaXt irray. Ix^ivac- 

" I have softeoM the twld ciprcoioii, xt^^' l*>0aa'. 
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Cbo. And vhi ther else [ehouldst thou flj], tbu lo the nJuat F 

Cbeu. And what will this bt&iI me? 

Cho. It !• not lawful to slay b BuppHuit. 

Cbzd. Bat by the law I perish. 

Csa At, if token by the hand. 

Cbsd. And truly hither «i« the bitter executioners hasteo- 
ingV nrord in hand. 

Cao. Sit then at the pyre ; and even if vou die wliilit 
here, thoa wilt bj the giitt of » MqfHnA H««d 19M dff 
■lajen t bat fortniM nort b« Mtd m nd. 

loH. OlHdlAo8d**Tiaigeaf&tfa«OqridN^«lMlBvipw - 
is this thoD hut begotten, or • dnpM, looUifinMi of Uaadf 
Are, in whom is all daring nor It ^ fa moIm* liftilor to thn 
dropa ot the G<Kgop*» tenon, whh wMeh Jm rtoihl f kS 
me. Sein on bar, that tho faOb of nnNnii^ Wmbm ito 
■hall be hnried I7 a leap flroa tha nel^ Mj iMMM Ika M> 
diiherelladloduftfberhiar. BntI Wto baHnnad aa a taaly 
fortune, before I came to the taty of Athena^ and waa mada 
subject to a stepmother. For while aooog allies I baT« bm»> 
■ured the amount of jour good will, hov freat a bans, how 
wrathful thou art o^nst me. For, onoe leeeiTing ma within 
your house, you would hsTS quickly sent ma down to tha 
realms of Fluto. But ndtber the sltar, nor the hoasa of 
Ap(41o^ shall save thee { and tha commiseiatioa thou wouldst 
eiccito is rather due to me and my mother; for thoogfa ba 
person be wanting to me, her name is in no wise wantii^ 
Behold this daring wretch, what device upon denca she hath 
woren. Has she not crouched down at the altar of Gods, in 
order that she may not pay the penalty of what she has dtme ? 

Cbe[7. I forbid thf« to slay me, hotli on my own behalf 
and of the God, where I hare taken refuge. 

lox. And what is there in common both to Phosbas and to 
thee? 

Cittu. I giTe my body as eonsecrated to the God, 

Ion. And then yoasUywithpoiaonsthe[servant1arth*6«d? 

Cksu. But thou wast no kmger Apollo'a, but thy siiaV 

Ion, But I wat— I speak of the time when my fidbar waa ' 
abMnt" 

" AoonnMoeplUMtorriTm. Bann Twauks Ikat OaphiM was Ihs 

ftThnr iirniiniiiw. whnnTiWiiTi rn rniiUhM. ihi mnrhif rfflra— 
*■ Inadmr^A>M>W,vilhSiidhri^Oiadarf: 
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Cbsix. But fhM wMt not tfan. Bat mm I [am tacnd to 
d» Godl but thM art [ao] no loiger. 

loQi; Aad bcfay Bot moai^ bat iBj deeda were piooa then. 
Cbbo. I aoofht to atar tbaa^ bdng an anenqr to mj hooae. 
ToSm I caaM oot anoad ioto tby land* 
CkEC ToaA^qTfWidthooiHMtbanit the hooae of Eree* 



looL With wbat aaoaar of bnuid% or with what fkioo of 
? 

Cm; Thoa wait aboat to dwoD in mj poai<Mion% taking 
in^itaofaMi 

looL At, mj aiio bcatowing the fauid of which lio had 
gained poaataiion 

Cnso; AndlMwhadtheaonaof JBolaanahareinrthecitT] 
ofFUka? 

loK. Ha deBToied tliat fitj bj ann% not bj words. 

Once An aUj^ tlioagby ought not to bo the poaseuor of 
thehuid. 

Io5. And then, tkroogh fear of what didst seek to slay me ? 

Cbec. That I, foTMXithy might not mjself die, if thou wast 
not aboot [to die]. 

lox. Being childless, art thoa envious that my father found 

CnEC. Wilt tboo, then, pilUige the houses of the childless ? 
losu And to me, fonooth, was there to be no share at least 
of my paternal inheritance. 

CaEU. Ay, as far as shield and spear. Tliis is thy whole 



lux. Leare the altar and the hearen-possessed abode. 
Cacc. Advise your mother, wherever she happens to be. 
losr. And shalt thoa, attempting my death, not undergo 
panishment? 
Cscc. Yea, if yoa are willing to sky me within these 



lox. What pleasure fer thee to dk amid the garUnds of the 
God? 

Cnsi:. Wo ahall pain aome one of thoae by whom wo have 
been pained.^ 

lox. Aka! it k dreadful, in sooth, bow unfairly, and in no wiae 



i.o.aaehwMldhavsbsttlha'siectofihjsmvaL 8ssfs.lS9e. 
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Iqn. Speak: for, being well disposed^ thou wilt say what- 
erer thou aajeat 

Pith. Doet thoa see this vessel embraced by my arms? 

lox. I see an old chest amid the garlands. 

Pith. In this I onoeon atime found thee, being an infant 

lOK. What sayest thoa? This is a new story that is 
introdoced. 

Pith. For I kept mattors in silence. But now I sh6w them 
forth. 

lox. How then didst thou keep it secret, haying received 
me long since? 

Ptth. The God wished to have thee a minister in his 
dwelling. 

loK. jBut does he now no longer wish it ? By what means 
must I know this? 

Ptth. Proclaiming thy father, he sends thee from this land. 

Ion. But doet thou preserve this by commands, or whence ? 

Ptth. Loxias suggested it to my mind. 

lox. To do what? Say, complete thy story. 

Ptth. To preserve this that I found, up to the present time. 

Ion. But what advantage, or what harm does it convey 
tome? 

Ptth. In it are contained the swaddling clothes in which 
thou wast enwrapped. 

Ion. You produce these as helps to discover my mother. 

Ptth. Ay, since the God wishes it, but not so before. 

Ion. O day for me of happy visions ! 

Ptth. Taking them, therefore, seek out thy mother. And 
traversing all A^a, and the bounds of Europe^ thou wilt thy- 
self learn these matters. But for the sake of the God have I 
trained thee up, O boy, and these things I restore to thee, 
which he wished me^ unbidden, to take and preserve. But 
wherefore he wished, I cannot say. But no one of mortals 
knew that I possessed these things, nor where they were hid** 
den. And fare thee well, for I salute thee e'en as a mother. 
And begin from whence it behoves thee to seek for thy 
mother; firsts indeed, if any of the Delphian virgins, having 
brought thee forth, exposed thee in these temples, and then 
whether any Grecian woman. But from me thou hast all, 
and from Phcebus, who is partaker in this event 

Ion. Alas I alas I how I let fall the wet tear down from mine 
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tjtM, taming my miod to that tim 
wedded, sold me away, and held not t^ 
I^ without a name, continued the life 
iagi at tbo God. The conduct of tJ 
bst of fiulune, evil. For all the ti 
hnv bMD revelling in my mother 
ths plMture of life, I was destitute o1 
of ft mother. And wretched, too, was si 
liBB iIm suifcred the same calamity, ^ 
boj I And now, taking this chest, I 
Qoi, [praying] that I may light upc 
with. For if some slave chance to I 
to find my mother, than in silence to U 
tna, I offer this at thy shrines. And j 
I chaU be contending against the C 
indications of my mother for me. I i 
tbeie things ; for things fated none o 
end garland, why have ye been bidden A 
ages, in which my goods dear to me wer« I 
the lurroundiDg frame of t!ie well-rounda« 
not grown old, and how mould b abaeiiiT 
thnnigh somcdivine interference. Buta h 
during tlie interval to these trt 

Cbsu. What phantom of unhoped-for ll, 

Ion, Be silent, thou hast been before > 
•gainst xae.*^ 

Cbec. ^fj state is not one for silence. 
F«r I behold the burden which once on i 
tbe^ fonooth, my ciiild, being yet an infant 
of CeCTOps, and the rocky Macne. But I wi 
eren if I must die. 

I<Hf. Seize on her; for, maddened by sor 
left tbe images of the altar ; and bind her ar 

Caxn. CU&e not from alaying me ; for t: 
I olin^ and to thee, and to the things conce. 

lOK. la not this dreadful ? lamouriedoL 

, Not so, but thou art found, dear t« > 



mmttifftl* 
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lox. I dear to thee? And thoa then wouldst priyily 
destroy me? 

Creu. Ay, my eooy if tlus is most dear to parents. 

lox. Cease wearing [plots]. I will take you nicely [in 
your own toils]. 

Creu. May I come to this, O son. At this I aim. 

lox. Is this vessel emptf, or does it contain something 
that fills it? 

Crbu. Ay, your swaddling clothes^ in which I once ex* 
posed yoo. 

loK. And can you tell their name, before you see them ? 

Cbeu. If I cannot say, I undertake to die. 

lox. Say then ; for thy boldness has something strange. 

Creu. Look for the texture wliich I once wove when a 
girL 

lox. Of what kind ? There are many textures woven by 
Tirgins. 

Creu. Not completed, but like a lesson in weaving. 

lox. Having wliat form ? for you shall not catch me on 
this point. 

Creu. A Gorgon is in the centre web of the garment. 

lox. {teeing it) O Jove, what fate is hunting me 
oat? 

Creu. And it is fringed with serpents like an legis. 

lox. See! tliis is the garment, and the wrappings, as I 
have found them. 

Creu. O ancient virgin-labour of my shuttle. 

lox. Is there any [evidence] in addition to this, or art 
tbou fortunate in this alone? 

Creu. Two dragons glittering with golden jaws. 

lox. The gift of ilinerva, who commands to train up 
children [amidst them] ? 

Creu. Ay, imitations of ancient Ericthonius. 

lox. To do what ? For what use are these golden orna- 
ments ? Tell me. 

Creu. As a necklace for a young boy to bear, my child. 

lox. These are in [it]. But I desire to know the third. 

Creu. I placed around thee then a crown of the olive 
which Minerva first brought forth on the rock,** which, if it 

MStrfim<m Virg. Georg. L IB. 
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is yet [in the dieft], wiU nerer oeaae iti Uooll^ Iml floinid^ 
being sprung from an nnfiiding cUt^ 

loy. O dearest mother mine^ aeeing thee^ wiDini^ I em- 
brace thy willing cheek. 

Crbu. OchildyO light to a mother sorpaaring the aoot (fir 
the God will pardon my words,) I hold thee in my ann% an 
unhoped-for disooTeiTy whom I thought was dweDing beneatli 
the earth, in the shades with Ptoaerpine. 

Ion. But, O, dear mother mine^ in thine arma I ahall aeam 
to appear both as the dead and not the dead. 

Cbeu. IoI IoI thouezpanseof shining ether, what weids 
shall I utter, shall I ecy out? Whence 1ms thia nnezpedad 
pleasure reached me? Whence hate I reedvedthb joy? 

lox. Every thing would have seemed likely to happen to 
me, O mother, sooner than this, that I am thins. 

Creu. With fear I tremble. 

lox. What, as having, not having me ? 

Creu. For I had banished afar such hopes. O woman, 
whence, whence didst thou receive my infant in thy arma?^ 
Through whose hand did he enter the house of Loxias ? 

lox. This was the work of tlie God ; but for the rest of our 
fortune we are blest as much as we were before unhappy. 

Creu. Child, thou wast not brought forth without tear% 
and thou wast separated from thy mother^s hands with groana. 
But now near thy cheek I breathe again, obtaining a pleasure 
most blest 

lox. Thou art expressing my feelings and thine in common. 

Creu. No longer are we childless or without ofispring. 
And my house is strengthened, and the land*^ possesses a 
ruler, and Erectheus grows young again, and the earth-bom 
house no longer beholds the night, but looks up with the 
lamps of the sun. 

Ion. Mother, let my father, being present, also share in the 
pleasure I have given thee. 

Creu. O child, what sayest thou? How, how shall I be 
brought to the charge ? 

Ion. How say you ? 

Creu. From others, from others art thou sprung. 

Ion. Alas 1 thy virgin state gave me a spurious birth. 

*■ I imd ic ^ycoXcc. ^th cod. Pal. Sm Diad. 
. •• Read tA, with ~ ~ ' 
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Creu. Not ftmid lamps dot dances did my naptials, O son, 
.produce thee. 

lox. Alas! am I base born, O mother ? from whom? 

Creu. Bear witness she who slew the Gorgon. 

Ion. What is this thou sajest ? 

C^u. Who on mj native rocks inhabits the hill that brings 
forth oliyes ? 

lox Thoa tellesty thoa tellest me obscure things, and not 
dear. 

Creu. Near the nightingale-resoanding rock, by PhoobnS'— 

l02f. What sayest thou of Phoobus ? 

Creu. I was wedded in secret embraces. 

lox. Speak ; for thou tellest something good and fortunate 
forme. 

Creu. And in the tenth revolution of a month I brought 
thee forth, a secret ofi&pring, to Phoebus. 

lox. O thou who tellest things most dear, if thou speakest 
true. 

Creu. I wrapped these rii^n-wrought garments around 
thee, the plyings of my shuttle, a task set by my mother.*^ 
But I did not bring nourishment by milk, nor by the breast, 
nor were there the washings with my hands. But in a lone 
caTe thou wast cast forth to be slain and feasted on to death 
by the claws of birds. 

lox. O mother that hast dared fearful things. 

Creu. Bound down by fear, I cast away thy life, my child, 
unwilling I haye slain thee. 

lox. And by me thou wast about to die not holily. 

Creu. Alas! dreadful indeed our fortunes then, and misera- 
ble now alsa We have been whirled to and fro by good and 
ill fortunes in turn. The gale is changed : may it remain. 
Enough the former ills; but now after ills a prosperous 
breexe has sprung up, O boy. 

Cho. Let no man ever think that any thing is not to be ex- 
peeted, considering what has now taken place. 

lox. O Fortune, thou who hast already changed number- 
less mortals both to be unhappy, and, in turn, to fare well, 
to what a turning point of life had I come, to slay my mother 
or suffer unworthy things ! Alas I is there in the shining re- 
Tolations of the sun the power of learning all these things by 

" ** A nmtie dicil, quod ab os id TeUmen lexeDdnm sccepenU." Hism. 
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day? I hare found thee, O mother, a dear discovery, and that 
tbia mj descent ia not one W be despised ; but the rest I fain 
vould tpeak to thee alone. Come hither, for I wish to (peak 
wordi in thy ear, and to throw a shade on acta done- Sea 
thou, O mother, lest, having failed hy the wonted weaknest 
that befalls mudens iD secret loves, thou chargeat the guilt 
upoa a God, and seeking to avoid shnme falling upon me, 
tboo n^est thou bore me to Phmbus, not having through a 
God become a mother. 

CsEC By victorious Minerva, who in her chariot oac« 
atood in aid to <Jove agninst the gionts, there is none of mortab 
who ia thy fnther, child, but king Loiias, who nurtured thee. 

lox. How, then, did he give his own eon to another father, 
and taj that I am born the eon of Xuthus? 

Crku. Not that thou art bom; but he bestows thee, being 
bora tiom himself; for a friend may give to a friend bis o«m 
■on aa the master of his house. 

los. Wliether the God is true, or gives a vain response 
naturally, O mother, disturbs my mind. 

Crec. Hear, then, what liaa occurred to me, O chil^ 
Loxiaa,. doing thee a kindneas, settles thee in a aoble booMb 
But wert thou called [the son] of the God, tbou vouldst nerer 
possess the full inheritance of the bous^ nor a &tlMi'k - 
name. For how so ? when I mysdf eoMealed my conoexioB 
with him, and nearly slew thee privily. But be^ "^^i^g tby 
welfare, gives thee to another father. 

lOK. I do not enter upon matters thus lightly; but, «itar> 
ing the t«mple, I will inquire of Pbcebna wbetber I am nnng 
from a mortal ure or from Loxiaa. Ah ! who of the God% 
passing beyond the incense-ieceiving dwellinf^ pnaeata a 
countenance radiant aa the lun ? Let ns fly, O motber, lest wa 
behold the power of the Gods, nnleia it be HMonibla to 
behold. 

MiKERTa. Fly not, for I am do enemy wbom yon fly, bvl 
am well inclined to you both in Athena and bm. And i, 
called alter thy land, Pallas, am come hither, hutming my 
course, from Apollo ; who did not think fit to eoote into joor 
presence, lest blame for former transaetiotia should uise i bat 
he sends me to toll yoa that this woman broagbt thee Atdihj . 
Apollo^ and he gives tbee to tbose to wbca be bas giraa 
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thee, wbo bsrc not begottca tbee, 
actdetfaeeiB amotiDob^ liMae. 
declared and lud oipen. iiearac Jese Uioc uffluasK cjt 17 tiie 
jd ieme a of tfcy BocLcr, aad lae 'yr tuee. 'at UBslrrc^ -tm 17 
strata^em^ And kia* 'ApfiCo^ isae»dec zr, 'zAr* ekzc tiot 
ia lileace, and kaTe and* kaon a: Araaa ii^i iiJi vu ti.j 
finocher}. and tkas tuoa «vs *?<'e2>; ^"xl iilj yna-T Liii 
finiai FbKbof at tkr fire. B«£. z:aii I luj pk» u-mi'^i i^ 
natter, aad tbe orario U tAc &>£. ok fc 3s;u ]>: c :<r 'rr^to. I 
kare yoked mj ckariu tward* tiit ii-ziC. ^-. iz«:v:^ Cr^uio. 
takiB* tkia bor to tJ:ie laad of Cwrx'k xa£ ris iis. 'ji * :«^ 
tkrooe oT itaie; for ue. l^!s]^^ ucr:: irooL tjj» ^^fotsi-i.-'^ vf 
ErBCtkeu, kai a jast njbt Ur njit cT«r cj 'ji^L A::«d iit 
akall be reaovaed tkrc«;a G r»*o e : f-.e i;* r:i:^'--^r:- Vrr. :'v:^ 
ia Doo&ber, froa 00? n«<. ftcoll r:^e trj*'!/ sa^-.^^ ri ii^ ^-^^ 
aad territorr WVmrinz to Trr^-*" of ti^ '^r»^. ▼ :#•. .i-u.l^ 
ciy rock- Tei^jci :.>ir«*i «.:-»I'. t*t tin f rr_ t »^- v- -.r . i-Jt 
H*>pU-t€d ar. I Ar^i :li".*. tii 1, '^^^"^ " r " ■*' ' -'"-•] ■-."•. ".;■ 

ceo?:, whic- will r'^r.vr •:r»r:r::. -;•".•. : "^ .*.•- ^ 1 ' 1 " - '"' - 

nax&e bein;: cal>»i \'.<%.\'*^. ! v-t » .1., '..■•--=. r^'.:-^-.. I;.: ••- 
Xutbu4 ani :o ll.ifi tlvr* » .i . V •.. '•' * •■ • n*-: ' : 

and feoo&Uir Ac:.*--*, ir. i •. V-\'.*..\r. li-, . x:,-; k --■-.. "^ 
kin; of U.e »ea-^c.*: lir-'i r/**r It:..--;., i' 1 :.,* >-y- * •■.--. 
:r*orT morri in beinj cal**-! a'':-r :• :.*::.*, A:.i "n*.. .-i.i 
ApoUo broa;;i.t aL> to j<.*«. r'.r*:. i:. --^*, i>: '--..■ t.-i ^v* 
without illr<«»«. "o \\ax rr^jr fr.^i.1* r:.!;*-.: r.'t %T.'.'m . »:,-: 
when Tou broj;:ht l"'-#rt;. ti.l« u^tT, ^r*I <txy/v:- : . z. .i "^i.^* 
diin;; ck4he4« he ba'ie M<tc-j nr, Lhx\z.^ u«.»-r* i ^ .r/i,-.: ;r. 
kit ana*, brin^ Lim hitLer, ivi :<« r.^rt^n^i i.iz.. \:.\ %'if.ttT^A 
kim not to die. Nov therefore \m •l>7«t u to u.i« he.r.;^ ti.T 
tkat the auppoftitioo nuj pleaiantlj yjti^Ak Xuthui, aftd 



" i. t. r^r art rsTc f »X«;c •r^cr, tr.tr.ii 

Mb}«(Uai.'* Hiav. 0& tW rr «f (at inUw 



lox. M 

Anfatara nftjcstponeM thine ovD good. O woman. Aai 
Ai« 7* "^r^ bt Mmt this respintKn fnm jour toils I u^ 

» la iv« » bftppr ttU. 

. O ?i"li-N '.i-^literof mow migbtj Jove, not with ». 

=*- ; r . . « ihjr wonb ; bat I un persuaded that I 

. '- :^ -Li ukd this vocBui, isd before thii 

- -raend Phccbua, not bdon 
■ f rEstores to lae the no k« 
•^■•5 ,..:.; aspect to me BwtbeMgalBt 

MM aln.,^ « i— nivw, wu>g bdore an boetUe spe«ttck 
MtHv IkMci^r kM^at die knocker,** aad addi^ iht 



ri, faccUM you hare changed to« 
God. Late indeed, at tioMi, u the 
•il«nteC«*WteiBt]Me>di>ot.eair^ "™-,»»e 

Ckn. Ocfa2^1ittt>p)hoa>e. 

Vxx. Gov and I »ill iUkw. 

lox A w^Niiij cocaponioa of the vnj, rorsooifa. 

due. At. »ad gee tMl loves the city. 

Mcb Aiui 5it ttotm oo tliine anneal tbraoe. 

lOK. A. worthr pwgicsSMa for me. 

Cmous. ApolJo, SOD of JoTe and Latona, hail! Bat 
kin wImm houM U hanswd br cakmitiea, it betioTea to wtnv 
•Up th* ^^lAis and ba of good eonfideocc. For in the «od 
A» good obtain thmr dtie. bai the wicked, aa they at« bf 
aMOK «iU MTff &r« ««IL** 

** TUi c%.-<kI«uiib ■ uhtapcublT tjKb bn, Uka ite intiMMi « 

Am •naarutnl .tUef '■ ik^:** via - mDuh ~ and ** ■rptiflwiM.'" mo 
h^a (agctatvil ^ ta-Ji if f^T*- V* taa iknirn Jaiajiai *'tm«m tt- 
»Mi il awi 'u.-* niauit«d~ lifinac ia casitaM U the cobcImmk rf a ■ 
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PERSONS BEPBBSENTEIX 



ANDROMACHE. 
FEMALE SERVANT. 
HERMIONE. 
MENELAUS. 
MOLOSSUS. 
PELEUS. 
NURSE. 
ORESTES. 
MESSENGER. 
THETIS. 

CHORUS OF PHTHIAN 
WOMEN. 
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ANDBOUACEE. 



Thoc onuunent <^ the Axlatie badi d^ of Tbtitm,* Aoh 
whence once OS atinM^ with ft dowi7 of aMMbjMl^ louMts 

to bear children, AndroDMib^ an <ib|«it «t mwj, iulati, fa 
former timea, but now, if any othn 1% e moit nnbipi^ w»* 
idbd; who hare beheld, forsooth, my hasband Hector afadn 
by Achilles, snd ABtjenez, tlie boj whom I besr to m/ has- 
iMuid, cast down from the erect towers, when the Greeks took 
the plain of Troy. And I myself, having been aceosnted of 
the noblest family, have coma to Greece as a slave, bting b«* 
stowed on the islander * Neoptolemns, selected out of the boot;f 
of Troy as a reward for his valour. And I now inhabit tho 
plains ndghbouring on this Phthia and the taty of Pharaalia, 
where the sea-goddess Thetis dwells with Felena, mart ftom 
mankind, and shunning their society. Bat the Theasah'an 
people call the place the TheUdeinm, on account of the sup* 
tials of the Goddess. There the son of Achilles has taken m 
this his dwelling, but allowa Pelens to rule the PhanaUan kn^ 
not wishing to take the sceptre from the old man whilst aUv*. 
And I bear to this house a male son, in union with the mo of 
Achilles, my master. And formerly indeed, although lying la 
misery, hope ever urged me on, that, my son being presemd, 
I should find some aid and assistance in my troublea. Bot- 
sinoe my lord, neglecting the bed of me a akve, has mdAtA 
the LaoedanKwian Hennione, I am driven by hv wttk 

' Not tha calabialed cilj on Uw buln of Ih* KiU, but a mtrisi ahf, 
i^Mn EatioD raicnod. Sm tha SdwUart, 
* Ua dwall is tha Ulaad «f Scyiw. 
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iU-tmtaMDt For die afterti tbaft with teerat 
I icoder her ehildhH^ end haled by her hmbend; end 
I ttjecir with to iahabb thb hoaae initead ef her, having 
CMi est bj Tielenea her tie of marriage; which I, in the flrrt 
^aea^ raeeiTed sol willingly, and hate now quitted. Migh^ 
im% be witaete to thi% that I here not willingly shared her 
Bat I do not peiiwade her» aaid ahe withes to slay me, 
her liuher Mendbos joins widi his daughter in this deed. 
Jkad BOW he ii within, baring come fimn Sparta for this very 
I and I in terror hare eomep and amintting at this 
of Thetis dose by the honse^ if it will hinder me from 
4|iBC. For Fdens and the descendants of Peleos rererenoe 
¥• [being] the monoment of the nuptials of the daughter of 




him» who is my only iMm I pririly send away 
ftaiing lest he perish. For he who hmt him 
in not at hand to aid me^ mid is of no avail in behalf of the 
r, being absent in the land of the Delphians, where he pays 
the penalty of madness ;* through which, once on a 
baring gone to Pjthon, he demaoded his father of Phoe- 
; iat whSeh [demand] he pays the penalty ; if by any 
begging off the former offence, he may render the God 
frroorable hereafter. 

Haw Scsvjcct. Mbtress, I indeed do not shrink from call- 
tbee by this name, since abo I thus distinguished you in your 
when we were dwelling ip the plain of Troy. And 
an I was well disposed both to you and to your husband while 
Brings now too I am come, bringing thee new tidings, in 
• tmt indeed, lest any one of our masters should hear, but 
ia pity Ar thee; for Menelaus and his daughter are pkming 
tbee dreadful thingSi against which thou must guard. 
AsmL O dearest fellow-skye, for feUow-shiTe thou art to 
who was ooee thy queen, but is now an unhappy [woman], 
^ are they doing? what devices are they again weaving, 
to slay all-wretched me ? 

r. They are about to slay thy scm, whom thou, O 
didst privily send from the house. 
Ah me! Whence can she have learnt^ that my son 
'\1 O wretched me^ how I am undone I 
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Skxt. I know not, brt I h 
kns hu gone froM tlM hanw iftw Uak, '. 

Amu. Thea I tm oidoM. O (Mi A* mb nItaM 
wUl Bcise and th^ Ami tat W iA* b mDiI tt^ dm I> 
■biding itD^bL 

Sebt. ForldsBot tUakOBtAoawiridMfti* AmI^ 
wen he pnMBt : bat now than art b« 

AxDB, But bu, ao np«t intTCi < 
be is coming? 

Sekt. HeklooBldWbtMittWbyhki iiiiii 

ASDB. Aixl7atIb«T«MMfi)rU^Bat«Ma«ii^. 

Sert. Doet thoa thca tUnk tlwt s^f «C tU bibmihs 
CUV for thee? 

AsvB. HowM? irfllvotttb«conaMMii|wftraB7 

Sebt. WbUaCGOaattbariidlli^W^ftk^liM 
■bient from the hoon ? 

AxDB. Thoo cuiat find man^ eontrinBceei Ar ttan vt k 
wonua. 

Serv. There ia danger, for Uermione is no trifling guard. 

AxDiL Doit perceive ? Thou deniest th; fiiaida in tbeir 
troubles. 

Serv. Not so. Beprooch me not with this. Bat I wiU 
go i for the life of a captive woman is not of gnat imput, 
e'en if I suSer any ilL 

Akdr. Go tlien ; but we will stretch forth to tbo skj the 
lamentatioaB, and groans, and tears, in which we are STcr in* 
Tolved}^ for to women it is a natur al delight in preaeatL 
troubles ever to keep them in their mouth and on tbo toognn^*' 
And then is not one thrng, but many, for me to bewail ; ur * 
ancestral citjr, and Hector dead, and the sKrn lata to wUdi I 
am joked, having fallen undeserredlr upon the da/ of slaver/. 
But it behoves one to call none of mortals happj,* bdbre, 
upon his death, tou see how, having passed the last day, be 
will go beknr. Paris led Helen, companion of his be^ to tua 
conch, not as a bride, bat as some curse to loft/ Ttoj. For 
whose sake, O Tro/, the swift wmrlike force of the Greeka, 
with thousand ships, captored thee, ravaged with spear and 
£re^ and Hector the husband of wretched me, whon the eon 
of marine Tbetia dragged charioteering aroimd the waUs. 

* inibtki*smimMtd:Sopk.Tmi^tsn.«ilhAsaaMs. 
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Aal I ajidf have bea led fipoai aqr dteaber to tlie shore of 
ML in rtfi — g keteftd i l e i e ff ifovad bit lieed* And huuit 
Uiitomnw^bot, whea Ileft the citf, and aqrchimber, 
wy hvilMBd w the dmt Ahe! le w i e l c h e i^ why need 
I Mill behold the Iight.the dAvooT Hcmiooe? Br whom 
wwa dowl^ I M ft svpplhBt et thk ioMM of the Goddeeib •nd 
t fcffu w iug my erne ftmnd it, ea waitng cwfty, ei the rill 
ttiddee Ikofli the rock* 

CaoKBi O Iftdy, who ibr ft Iod; wlule art ritting oo the 
[ttcrad] pvednet, and et the ihriiie of Theli% nor quittett it, 
t» cheeof ftft Aaetie nee I hftvo nererthcleM eooie ft Fhthifto, if 
I anght be ebb to ehrad* for thee any veaedj ibr thj tioablca» 
hard to be ifieawdi which here O Dcl oe ed joa and Hennione in 
ft halefal ttrift^ O wretched ooe^ she bong a partner in the 
doable naptialewhh the aooofAchiUei. Knmthjfortone^eon- 
ader the preicnt cril, into whidi tboa art oome. Contendest 
thon with thy maftcrt? thon, b«ng a Trojan womany with the 
defcendants of Laccdjtmon ? Quit the shcep-receiTing^ dwell- 
ing of the marine Goddess. What occasion is there for vou 
to waste awar unsccmlj joar bodjr in grief, through the 
coapolsion of joor masters? But power will induce jou. 
Why, being nought, dost tliou toil this toil? But come, quit 
the splendid seat of tlie GoddeM daughter of Xereos, and 
lean that yon are a servant in a stran;re land, in a foreign 
city, where then beholdest none of thy friends O thou most 
■■Jbrtunate, O all«wretched bride. For most pitied by me 
Imst thon come to this house, O Trojan lady, but through fear 
afflPfy masters I keep quiet, (but I [nevertheless] bear thy lot 
wUi pity,) lest the child of the daughter of «fove perceive 
that I am well disposed towards thee.* 

HcBSHOXC I have come hither, not indeed bearing an or- 
■aowat of golden luxury around my head, nor this vesture of 
emlwiiiihiiil garments aroond my person, as first-fruits culled 
the hoose of Achilles or of Peleus; but my father Mene- 
of the Laeedcosonian Spartan land, bestows these on me 
amay dower-gift% eo that I may speak freely. To yon 



* Gt JEsch. Af. 17, wwp994wrifum¥imc» witk Ike 

' Le.tksshtcpCBrsMnfi€«. 

■ MSM evkvardatM ia the lalcnrcBiBf daast, whi^ I 
I MMloMm. TIm seaM is aiach ths wum ss ia vs. (1, 
el ffiC te««f«r flMisiM. Otsfy II fi^ e^ 
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indeed I give answer with theiewwds. BattIioii»bei^gftdttT« 
obtained bj tbe speary wishest to poateai thia boaae^.liaviiig 
cast me out» and tlunough thj drugs I an detarted bj W ka»- 
band, and mj wombi **"'^ff\ thr"i parilhfi awsf withot 
ofispring. For the minds otX^jMy^^wogg^axe Ywy rlmnar 
in such matters ; firom whicnlTwSrr^Sdn thee. / * 
neither shall this house of Nereus' daughter avail thae^ 
her altar, nor shrine, but thou shalt die. And if any 
or God, wishes to preserve thec^ it behoves thee^ initoad «f 
thy former prosperous vauntings, to crouch snbmissiTe^ and to 
fall down at my knee, and to sweep this houses sprinklii^ tihft 
dew of Achelous from gold-wrought vessel% and to kiMwr 
where on the earth thou art For this^ is not Heetor, aor 
Priam, nor gold, but a Grecian city. But thou art eooBO to 
this pitch of ignorance, O thou miserable ooe^ that thoa 
darest to share the bed of the son of a mre who destr oy ed tlnr 
husband, and to bring forth childrai by his slayer. SuA tt 
the whole race of the barbarians : a father is united to hia 
daughter, and a son to his mother, and a maid to her brother; 
and through murder pass the dearest of kin, and the law pre* 
vents none of these tilings. Which do not thou introduce 
amongst us ; for it is not well for one man to have tlie reins 
over two women ; but, looking to one love, the companion of 
their bed, men are content, if they wish not to live evilly. 

Clio. Envious by nature is the female kind, and ever 
most hostile to their fellows in marriage. 

AxDR. Alas! alas! youth is an evil to mortals, and [evil 

it is for him] who cherishes not justice in youth. But I fear 

lest my state of slavery drive me from converse with thee^ 

although having much of justice; but if on the other hand I 

shall prevail, [I fear] lest I sliall incur harm by this ; for they 

who have high thoughts bear ill the better arguments of their 

inferiors ; but nevertheless I will not be detected deserting 

mj own cause. Say, young lady, moved by what reason worthy 

of credit do I drive away thee from genuine nuptials ? Is it 

because Lacedsemon is a smaller city than that of the Phry* 

gians, and that my fortune excels, and thou beholdest me free? 

Or is it that, puffed up with youth and lustineM of body, 

with tbe greatness of my city, and my friends, I seek to 

possess thy house in thy stead? Is it that, instead of thesb I 

* CL Blomf. on .£tch. Pen. L 
K 2 
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Amdb. You are not £o, at least id the trords you have be«a 
uung. 

Hebm. Never may thy disposition dwell with me, O woman. 

Akdb. Thou art young, yet talkest about things of ahame. 

P""*- But tbou dost not talk indeed, but art doing bo to 
me, to the utmost of y^ur power. 

Akdb. "Will you not grieve about Venus in silence? 

HxBX. What? is not ihb every where the first conaidera- 
tkta with women ? 

AsxtB. [Yea,] to those who use it properly, but if not, it 
ia not boDounbte. 

HxBU. We do not regulate our city by the laws of b«r- 



Ahdb. Both there and here dishonourable deeds convey 
diigra ce. 
^fkati CJenr, denrarttiwai bat atiU tfaiM anN di». 

%XDS. Doat thou pexedve tbe atatoe of Tbeda lookiag 
upon thee ? 

Hesu. Ay, hadag thy country for the deftth of Achillw. 

A!fn«. HeleBi thy mother, destroyed him, not L 

Heiui. What, wilt thou further touch upon mj enis? 

AsDR. See, I am ailent, and compreas my lipa. 

Heru. Say rather, for what purpose I hare come hither.- 

AxDR. I say that thou haat not aa mueh aenae as beboTcs 
tbee. 

Heru. Wilt thon quit tlua sacred enclosure of the maiiaa 
Goddras? 

AxDB. Ay, provided I do not die. But unleaa [this be ao^ 
I wiU never quit it. 

Herk. This then ia fixed, and I will ao( wait for my kiu> 
band to return. 

AXDR. But neither will I yield myself to thee before. ■% 

Her». I will bring fire upon tbee, and will not ooonder 
thy welfare." 

A>-i>R. Do thou, then, light the flame ; for the Goda will 
know these things. 

Hebx. And the pangs too of dreadful vounda agiiiist ihf 
person. 

* Bat ninly MnsptTa U ri^l in nadiaf riwmt. Hat Clrti^H «f te 
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AacMU SIat, inlmavidi Uood the altar of the Goddesa^ 

O thoo barhailaii cnatare^ and of hard/ daring, 
^ ilMa. iHrnriiv mH death? Bot awiftlr will I npraiae 

^„lUBe€«raneeora»lkenthie[aa|^diantTeitting« Sueha 

hrflfor Ums do I peaMaei hot I will eooceal m j man% and 

dM AeoA win epeeday ahoir itadf. Sit as thoa sittest; for 

thoogh flMrai lead aur io ui id thee^ I will make thee rite, 

Iko tea of Achillea in whom thoa art eonfident, re- 




Anm. I hare e good tmiti bat strange it is that one of 
Ike Gods ahoold hare ftnnished mortals with remedies against 
attvage sefpcnt^ bol that M ose has jet mseoverad n onre ibr 

had wemai^ who is hcjood o Tiper and fire itsdif. Such a 



Cao. Tirolythe eon of Maia and Jove was the beginner of 
neat woei^ when he eame to the Idasan wood, escorting the 
nir-joked car of the three Goddesses, armed for the hateful 
cooteft of beaatj, to the sheds of the herdsman, and to the 
solitarj rattle-toiding youth, and the deserted hearth of the 
iMmae. Bat when tbej came to the foliagcd grovc» thej laved 
their shining bodies in the streams of mountain rills, and came 
to the son of Priam, making comparisons between one another 
with €»verweening words of strife. Venus overcame him by 
cnfty words, plMsant indeed to hear, but [bringing] a bitter 
ceefasion of liie on the hapless city of the PliQ*gians and the 
towers of Trojr. Bot would that she, who erst gave Paris 
hirth, had east over her head *^ the bane, before he had dwelt 
mt the Idaan height ; when amid the prophetic laurels Cas- 
anadra cried oat to slay him, the michty bane of Priam's city. 
To whooi did she not go? Whom of the old chiefs of the peo* 
pk dad she not beseech to sky the infant? For neithor would 
tho yoke of skvery have come upon the Trojans, nor would 
joa» O lady, have had a dwelling in a tyrant*s liouse. And it 
woold Imvo prevented the grievous toils of Greece, which for 
S8B years their youth wandering in spears endured ; and tho 
beds had net been left widowed, nor old men reft of their 



Jiaak I am oooM^ having caught thy son, whom, unknown to 
•» Oa tUs ssfMilka ct ^s^ Chotph. 99. Yiff. BcL viil. lOi. 
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to J daughter, thou didst privilj aend awty to other dwellin^^ 
For thoa didst tnwt that thk iaage of the GoMmi 

senre] this [hof] } but thoQ art fbanl less vise thnlhis 
MeiielMi% O woman. Aai udsas joa fpnt^i 
pfauxb be shall be slain instead of tkf bofr* 
theti^ wbeter joa Irish to dia^ or bim to penA ftr 
in nUeh jon have enel i^diist me and aqr dsMhtsr. 
Andb. O repoution, repntadoo, boir in pride hm 
greatlj swollen up their life to innnmemUeaNrtalBb wIm 
nothing! But happy I deem thoee to whom tbeve is fjatf 
from troth; but I will hold that thsj [who bam] isniins 
falselj, have it not,^exeept that they seem to be wise fhresgfc 
chance. Didst thoo, being a goiiend orer the pJUsed aNn sf 
the Greeks, once on a time d^riTo Priam of IVoTt beiiv ss 
mean as thou art? who^ finom the words of thy dangb esr , a 
mere ^ild, hast breathed forth thns Tiolendy, and hast 
to a contest with a hapless female state. I no lemer 
thee worthy of TVoy, nor Tkoy of thee^ Tbey who 
be wise have outwardly a splendours but inwardly an tte 
equals of all men, unleu indeed [thejezeel] anght in weahh; 
but this has a mighty power. Come^ tliei^ Menshn^ lei 
us go through our reasons. Suppose I am dead as ngaids 
your daughter, and she has destnqred me; yon csbboI cseqm 
the stain of a foul murder. But among the people thoa too 
wilt have to plead to this murder ; for the being an aoeom* 
plice will force you [to pay] the debt'* But if I indeed 
escape from dying, \iill ye slay my child ? And hofw then 
will the father endure the death of his son? Tkoy calls him 
not so unmanly, but he will go the way that behoTos bim»'' 
for he will be seen doing deeds worthy of Peleu% and of his 
father Achilles. And he will drive thy daughter from bis 
house ; and when thou bestowest her on another, what wik 
thou say ? That her modesty flies from a bad husband ? Bat 
it will be a lie.'* And who will marry her? Or wilt thoa 

^ ^ MttthiaobMrresthathe^lffMXaeirfMwoaMUri^cr^vi^Hs^ 

M •• |rggg mi^ q^ifm pnetui, c«di tociM maaas cc n fc icndsb oofst It 
discrioMB hoc, iwriVtigiw Asac» sdiis." Rattss. 
^' L s. hs will set about STcnging hiia. 
** iAX* i^tkmrmM. it ihs proper readiBg. Soe 



In 



booM^ an mmwAiti, white-liftired widow? O 



^^ypUy wmtk, doti tlMNi aol peiteiTe the influz of to great 
•'••' JUd how SMD J iMRiafM would joo pfefer that joor 





^^^ft« thould oxparieneab to her faOavjTt ntherthan rafiSsr 

.?^ X «j?** It ia not right to bring on great eyila ihr 

^fiim^i, nor, if we women are a baleful ill» for men . 

la women an their natore. Forwe^if wedmg thj 

_ ^ and amho her womb abortiTf^aaaheMji^willuiglj, 

^^ivflBag^, nor faOi^ at the altarii we will oaradTea sob- 

*^ tiialaltteliandamtfa]raon4n-law,to whomloweno 

WActien for gnilt» by caaring Mm chiVllc aB ne Mi Such 

wei hot one thing in thj* aaind I dread. Throogh 

^%i?irt a woamn thou aho didet d c etroj the wretched 

■he FhiygMnSi 

To mneh hast tlwa spoken, as a woman to men, and 
Bration of thy mind has overshot the mark.'^ 

These are mlling matters, woman, and, as you say, 

^^> ^Xwthy of my empire^ nor of Greece. But know this 
- ^^^ that, of which one chances to hare need, is to each of 
importance than to take Troy. And I, for I account 
ipeat matter, stand forth an ally to my daughter against ^ 
robbed of her marriage right For the other Uiinga 
woman amy suffer are secondary ; but failing in herM 
aha fails in her life. And it is right that he^ should 
power orer my sbves, and me and mine orer his dso ; 
Srf^^^cg friends who are truly friends, there is nothing 
^^^tg. hot goods are common. But waiting for those who 
~T ^fceent, if I do not arrange my affairs in the best manner 
•^^^iblc^ I am a silly man, and not wise. But do thou rise 
V^^om this shritie of the Goddess, that, if thou diest, this 
*^iaay escape his fate; but if thou art unwilling to die^ I 
^^^ ilay hinL And now there is a necessity for one of you 
^^tskftToliie. f 

.AxML Ah ase! A bitter aUotment and choice of life thou !, 
V^m ma^ and I both choosing am wretched, and not chooa* 






tftfs SB sflraMif itrtii m lbs dcMie of IfcaelMw to got 
** Any ikiaf Cw s qaiot Ui^** is iko sua total ol 
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ing, am unhappj. O thoo that doest great tbiag/B ht a anall 
cause, be pertoaded. Whr tlajeit tboo ma? Onwhalao- 
eoont? What citr have I beMTed? Wliat duld ef tidM 
haveldain? Ana what houae have I burned? I have bean 
perforce the bed-companioa of maaten } and tfian tiioa wilft 
alaj me» not him, the cauaer of theae thingsi bol^ lettiDg 
alone the banning [of the evU], thoa art honied on to tliat 
which ia the kat enol Alaa for theae iUal Onqrimhamij 
country! How do I auffier dreadf ol tUnga I WhTtheattd 
it behove me to bear children, and to impoae a dooUe biDdaB 
upon this burden? But where&re do I noom theae tfaii^i^ 
but do not weep for** and consider my preaent Qb? I indeed 
who have seen the skoghter of Hector, dragged piteouihr by 
the chariot-wheel, and Troj in flamea} aiM I mjraelf nave 
gone as a slave to the shipa of the GredK% drugged by wpj 
hair ; and when I came to Phthia, I am wedded to the mnr- 
derer of Hector.*^ ^Vh j then is it sweet (far me to Hvo ? To 
what must I look ? to m j present or past fortunes ? This one 
hoy was alone left to me, the eye of Ufe ; him they are about 
to kill, to whom this act seems good. But they shall not do 
so for the sake of my wretched life ; for in him indeed there 
is hope, if he be preserved ; but disgrace for me not to die for 
my child. See, I quit the altar, and am in your hands^ to 
slay, to kill, to bind, to hang up my neck.*^ O child, I, thj 
mother, wend my way to Hades, that thou mayest not die ; 
but if thou sholt secretly flee the fate of thy mother, bear mind 
what I endured, [and how] I perished. And to thy fiuher, 
kissing him, and shedding tears, and twining thyself aroond 
his hands, tell how I act^. Trul^ to all mankind their chil* 
dren is their life; but whoever is unexperienced [in chil« 
drcnj^ and blames me [for this sentiment], feels kaa pain 
indeed, but happy is though hapless. 

Cuo. Thee do I pity, hearing ; for unhappiness is piteooa 
to all mortals, even if one be a stranger. But, Menelans^ it 

. ** This is Barnes* and Mttthiie's explanaUon of ilicyii^, bat Diadorf 
condemns the reading as spurious. See his note. 

** i. e. to Neoptolemus, the son of Achilles, who slew Hector. 

** This accumulation of infinitires is common in such paasans, espe* 
dally in Euripides. Perhaps Aristophanes buriesques it in Nub. 440^ 
r9¥rl t6 y' i/iov 96/ a^roi^w Tlapix^ rvwruv, wfiyj|v, ^W4*b 'Jdrx/uHw 

^ 80 Shakspears : "he speaks to me, who aercr had a soa.** 
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W l wwr c* tliee to bring th j danghter and this woman to an 
flfTMmeDt, thai aha maj be rdttsed from troabka. 

ilwau Setae me thia woman here^ ye aenranta, throwing 

mr haoda aroand her; for she will hear no friendlj words. 

did indeed, that thoa mightest qoit the holj altar of the 
Caddeai> hold oat the death of the bojr, with which I induced 
that to eooM into mj handa to be deam>jed. And know that, 
na r«|fuda thjael( thoa matters atand ; but aa regards this 
kaj» mj das^ter shall decide^ whether i^ will destroj or will 
■oc destfox him. But go thou into this house, that, being a 
n skTf^ thou majest learn no longer to insult the free. 

AxML Alaal thoa haat eooie over me by a triclL I have 



\> all proclaim it; for I do not denj it. 
Axon. Are theae things deemed clerer bj those near the 



Hex. Aj, and bj those at Troj, that the sufferers should 
do in tum.^ 

Axdb. But dost thou think the Gods are no Gods, and 
haTC no care of justice ?^ 

Mr^. When this comes to {tass, we will bear [the conse- 
qoences]. But thee I will slay. 

Axdb. And wilt thou too [»lav] this youngling, dragging 
him from beneath the win;^ ? 

Mex. Not so ; but I will give him to my daughter to slay, 

she wish. 

AxDi. Ah me ! How sliall I groan for thee, O child ? 

)1e5. Certainly no confident hope awaits him.^ 

AxDi. O ye inhabitants of Sparta, roost hated of mortals 
ig all men, crafty in counsel, kings of liars, concocters of 
Cfil plots, crooked, and thinking nothing soundly, but all 
things tortuouslr,^ unjustly are ye prosperous in Greece. 
And what [evilj is there not in you ? Are there not abundant 
morderi? Are ye not given to base gain ? Are ye not de** 
teeted speaking ever one thing with the tongue, but thinking 

* Ot JEadL Cboeph. 313, i^0mm wa9tiv, with the not«t. 

km d cn o m tk« pcrvtr both of taking cogiiiMDco of tad of 



i. 0. tko chaaecs of kis ctcmpe are toMll. 

Ob ikis dttrfi of perfidy spuasl ibo Laeedvaioniaas, oomparo 

^-ik. Ack. 908^ eloiv ofn pmfic 9^ wi€rtc m^ •p—C l^^f^^^ 8«o 

(*snfla> 
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another? A mnrrain sdse yoa! But to me-detthii DOtio 
painful as it aeems to you. For those things destrojed mt, 
when the hapless city of the Trcjans was laid wastes and nj 
renowned husband, who ofttimes with his spear rendered thee 
the coward, a sailor instead of a land [soldier].'^ But now ap- 
pearing as a terrible soldier against, a woman, thoo slayest me. 
Slay me then, for I will leave thee and thy daughter nnflst- 
tered by my tongue. For you indeed are great in Spartu, 
but I in Troy. But if I fare ill, vaunt not in this; for tfaoa 
too mayest fare the same. 

Cho, Never will I commend the twofold nuptials of mor- 
tals, nor children sprung from different mothcnrs, n strife at * 
home, and hostile grief. Let my husband be content irith 
one bed, not shared by [another] man. For neither in states 
are two kingships better to bear than one, and [^^ are] a 
burden upon buiden, and sedition for the dtixens. Even the 
Muses are wont to make strife between two joint composers 
of a hymn.^' And when the swif^ gales bear along vessels* 
the wisdom of twofold minds at the helm and a cdleeted 
number of experienced men are weaker than a more common 
mind with self-possession.'' [Let there be] both in a house 
and in a city, the power of one, when they wish to find what 
is opportune. This the Lacedemonian [daughter] of M«ie- 
laus has proved, for she has gone through fire against another 
\vife, and she slays the hapless Trojan girl and her son 
through despiteful strife. Godless, lawless, graeeleaa is the 
murder. Still, O revered one, shall a change [of Ibrtone] 
come upon thee for these deeds. And truly I behold the 
wedded pair before the house, destined by vote to death. 
Miserable woman, and wretched thou too^ O boy, who diest 
for thy mother's nuptials, being no accomplice^ nor guilty 
against the rulers. 

'* i. e. droTe you in flight to tho ships. Cf. Valck. on HerodoC vi. 32, 
referred to by Pflugk. 

** Cf. Hesiod, Ipy. 26, Kai wr^x^ ^rr^X^ f^i^ MJ doU^ amif. 
It must be remembered that rewards were ollen giren for the compontioB 
of hymns and paeans, whence much jealousy at times arose, Cmnpare 
the anecdote told of Diagoras the Mellan in Suidas. Soe Fabric on 
Sextus Empir. adv. Math. ix. { 53, note §, and the similar stoiY of Vii^ 
gU and Bathyllus, in Donatus, Tit. Virg. 

** & ivvactc, scil. Icri, *A is the neater ploral. Undeisland ri 
affTOKpar^ tJvai fpiva ivdc. Ppluok. 
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[JSklfT AxDBOMACHX omd ker tom^ in feUen.^ 

AxML Behold** I, bound as to mj goiy hands with fetters, 
SB sent below the earth. 

MoLOSScs. Uother, mother, and I under thj wing de*' 
Mend with thee> 

AxML O hostile sacrifice, O rulers of the knd of Phthia. 

MOL. O fiuher, come and assist those dear to tbee. 

AinNL Thou wilt be then, O dear one, around the breast, 
•ad with the corse of thj dead mother beneath the earth. 

UoL. Ah me! ah me! whatshalll wretched demand thou, 
OflMiher? 

llxii. Go beneath the earth, for trulj je are come from 
the towers of our enemies. And die je too from a twofold 
aeeessity. Thee indeed mj determination destroys, bat thj 
my daughter Ilermione. For truly it is great folly to 
enemies sprung from enemies,^ when it is in one's 
power to kill them, and remove fear from houses. 

AxDK. O husband, husband, thou son of Prism, would that 
I possessed thy hand and spear of alliance ! 

lIoL. Wretched me, what strain shall I find to turn aside 
Bj (ate? 

A5DB. Beseech thou, drawing nigh to thy master's knees, 
OchikL 

MoL. O friend, friend, remit my death. 

AicDi. I bedew my pupils with tears, I wretched am drip- 
ping away like a sunless drop from a steep rock. 

MoL. Alas for me ! What remedy of my ills can I find ? 

Mex. Wherefore dost thou fall down, beseeching with 
p ra yers me, who am as a rock or wave of the sea ? For I am 
the natural benefactor of mine own ; but I have no friendly 
fiseling for thee ; since indeed, having wasted a great port of 
BJ life, I captured Troy and thy mother, of whose [deeds^ 
tlwa bearing the fruits, shah descend to nether Hades. 

Cua And truly I perceive Peleus coming hither, directing 
kis aged foot in haste. 

TeL, I ask you,* and him who stands at the slaughter, 

•• Kssrlj f^ahnl«Bt to lb« ^^r* f^' m w^Klrmi of Soph. Aatijr. C06. 

• A BMrfiBsl tnaoCAtor in ood. P "''" ^ ~ * 

wmrimm Knwm^ vsUoc •araXfivft. 
m nr jbm^j^ «m« *. Tk lai a«j 



Gt Ack 8cpC e. Tk. ISa, iyiJc V^rrfi* ^^W*^ •^' iM#X^. 
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what is t'-ia? How, and for wliat reason is the houae 
troubled ? Hiftt are joa doing, planning things without a, trial ? 
O Menelsud, hold I hasten not without justice. Do thou lead 
on quickly ; for, as it seems, this is not a matter of leisure for 
nie;*^ but I wish, if Ivyerdid, to obtain the atrengtli of youth. 
First, indeed, I will breathe upon this woman, 03 upon tb« 
canvass, with prospering gale. Say, by what right do th<«e 



lead thee and *^^ 
perishing like 

Aatir. Thea> 
man, as thou sen 
not with tbe eamv > 
able envoys. But , - 
the house [proceedii f 
which I perish. A..» Hu 
from the altar of Thelis, win 
whom thou boldest in wondro 
with justice, nor having waiiei 



nd thy hands ; for thoa art 
thy lord being abaetit. 
die with my child, O aged 
thee ? For I sent for thee 
> message, but by ionumer- 
t heard of the strife witlua ' 
an's daughter, and throagh 
ad me, having dragged me 
thy noble son to thee, and 
>ur, neitlter having decided 
Tor those absent from the 



bcuse i but inowiog my desert state, and that of my ehiU, 
whom, in nought guilty, they are about to slay wiaag with 
wretched me. But I implore you, old man, falling befSra thy 
knees, (for it is not possible** for me to touch thy beard wi& 
my band,) deliver me, by the Gods; for if not, tn abtU 
perish, disgraceful for you old man, but misersUy for mo. 

Pel. I bid you relax the chnins, before some oim •afior fbr 
it, and to let go both her hands. 

Men. But I forbid it, I, another peivon not inferior t» 
thyself, and far more the lord over this woman.** 
Pel. How ? Shalt thou regulate my hotue, luviu eoma 
'' f7lA~k not enough for thee to role over tboMiaSpwtft? 
BT.' T to^ bar u • captive from Tn^. 

ly grandson took her u hii reward. 
e not mine his, and his mine ? 
Pel. Yea, to treat well, but not evilly, nor to aUy tbem by 



UM nuM b« cotutnied with Ipytr, not with fauM. DiHDoar. 

With Cm^Mc ondertund bIc, m irripp^l^»t ia HoMai, l»a^>i * 

Uimuhni in ApolL 53. OiRnosr. 

B iha WM booad in fotun. ScboL A Sn Hjiitc h> vatr 
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4rmw Bi^to ae.« 
Pel. wUt ! wih tboB [i 




€C thy wife, kATiag the 

•laTCi» as if Ibnoock tkos 

mg. [whoi ihe «a»] tkc 

Spaitui girk vifhed tobe 

their dvcOiD^ aad ia 

thigbi ftod loose robei, 

DOS to be epdsred by s 

do DOS traia sp 

of Hden; wbo, doerts.^ tiit jft-rsr lac tt^mm v-ir 

joan^ aMii. And t^K. lArLx-^ asfim^ugsi »'unk s. 'r^.-r : j 
Greeks, ibou didaS «ai ti^a *ri-3ac Tr;^ iir ua &--» Z >r 
vhom it behove*! iz^at, ii^i'i^r ^.«? uu. *i Luu;r ssii vj' «•.' ^ 
spesr, but to uiSr^ baer r^ rrTr; i i;^r» isa :ki r*'-^ &• *^^ •*'' 
oot takio;: ber iuek &;i:^ i::^« 'at ^.#uk. 2«x x ▼'*& ;« ::. 
in this directJOQ ti«uu Ci&< yi^ U7 mint ux i^^» i^ul 
destrored masT s r*"-**- i'*^ir^ ui^ latfc sa:i» *».l ▼jzlpa 
de»titote of chl^im is tii^ir jux.'^a iojl t^r^r-'^si irjte^ 
Isthen of tbesr aobHe cfr-r-^x- '/ ▼'uua I v*?;'j;«;i u:^ 
ooe ; sxmI I look opcA U^se. 1^ rxiiK v' ju*:i.'<^»fsi u-sjr^ •* 
soioe eril geoicuu U'io s^xft suMatf* ima. T^^ u-j* »-<; 
wounded, and canvsd T'T'^ig u«t ;*'j& tcui jx lut «fiis«t 
state thj beaut if ;d arcs is l.;«i^ >a.ir^'u. •:»«. X.iii J r.^ 
sdrijed >T ico^ wJa aacrj^c^ vsrju^ v. ,,-;i i.^ 
witJi tbee, cor V0 neesT« Iss,*,, i^-t 2r^«jK li#t iuu v' «. 'jui 
: fbrtbcjare wees to 49777 a^i* ;fi«M>, -lut A:>irjwA v' 
tbcBiotfaer. WbeteliDre be je miaikik 1/ ^ 

** Xcw'.T u« oae «««& ksw ;>i. S.w V 
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[towife] lliiiilii#iiilffl iiiMfHHil^ B<wde%efwh«t 

inaoleo ce Wi rt thou guilty towards thy Imdiert ^ 

1 JffnrnmiJiiilMliiyTlli i«mliiiii ' Softarfalwwt 

lest thou shoaldst not hare thjbMl wUk Bat hwriBg IiImi 
Troy, (for thither will I proceed with tfaee^) tfaoa didH not 
sUy the woman, when then hadtt her in thy haadi^ 
thou didst took npon her breast, caatiing away thy awerd,^ 






thea^ tatai^ O thea aaoat vile oo^ the dave of Yi 
then conung into the house of my nWht whaa ha ia aibaant» 
thou dost ravage it, and dishoooarably alsy his imhappj «ii« 
and child; who, Uiough he were thriee apmioiis by bbtii, 
shall make thee and thy daughter me thy eoodiict. But efim' 
indeed does the dry land auipass the deqp hMiBii^ wmA mmasy 
iUegitinale aona am better thui genuine. Bat do thoa take 
away thy child. It is better for nmitak ft poasesa a poor, bat 
honest rektive, than a base rich one. Bat thoa art noog^it. 

Cna From a small beginning the tongoe fumiahea a 
mighty dispute to men ; but the wise among mortals are on 
their guard against this — not to pick quarrels with their 
friends. 

Men. Why then should you say that old men, and those who 
once seemed to be clever among the Greeks, are wise ? When 
thou, being Pelcus, and sprung from a renowned sire * * * * 
having joined alliance, dost ^peak words disgraceful to thy- 
self, and reproachful to us, on account of a barbarian wonum ; 
whom it behoved thee to drive the way^ beyond the atieama 
of the Nile, and beyond Phasis, and to exhort me always [to 
treat her thus], being indeed from the continent [of Asia], 
where ^^ very many of Greeks have fallen corses bythe spear, 
and being a partner in the blood of thy son. For Pkri% who 
slew thy son Achilles, was the brother of Hector, and thia 
woman is the wife of Hector. And thou enterest the same 
house with her forsooth, and thinkest fit to have thy life at 
the some table, and allowest her to bring tbrth most batefal 
children in the house. On which account,^ old man, I, wiah* 



** Cf. Aristoph. Lys. Ibb, who refen to this paisia«. 

^ With r^y underttind o^^. See DuDdgrf. 

*' ov ^ jy ry 'Hvfip^ 

^^ Matthic, however, thinks that the idea of Iha pott 
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ibr tliee and m^ to day this wommo, 
wy luuMb. Yet oome^ (for it it not 
to (HHT-apoii nMnnni,^ if mj^ashter indeed do not 
Wbgftrth^ but diildren tpnng from tbu woman, wOt thou 
fit dbHa at ralen orer the land of Phthia ; andahall tBlMMng 
bailwilan hj racfft tif r iweTniiir ffmrt if rt m T not thtnniin 
iakali^rwftBl itnol JMt? And is there wisdom in thee? 
AMd*mem eoniMer this toou If you had given your daughter 
la any «w of the dtiaeni^ and she liad suffeted each treat- 
mm^ woidd jon haTO eat in silence? I think not Bot dost 
Asa, ibr the sake of a stranger woman, thus bawl at thj near 
nhtiooa? And yet both a man and woman haTo equal power, 
whM she b iignred by a husband ; and in like manner a hus- 
baadp who has a wanton wife in his house. And the one in* 
deed possesses great power in his Innds, but the other has her 
afidrs in the himds <h her parents and fViends. Is it not then 
light for me to assist those belonging to me ? Old, old art thou. 
But by speaking of my generalship^ you aid my cause more 
than Inr keeping silence. And Helen suficrcdjkiroe*' not will- 
ingly, mn through tlie Gods; and this most greatly benefited 
Greece ; for being ignorant of arms and battle, they marched 
ontodeedsof valour. But intercourse is the teacherof all things 
to mortals. Bat it, coming in view of my wife, I abstained 
fiom killing her, I acted with moderation. And I could wish 
that thou ust not slain Phocus.^ In these words I have ad- 
dressed thec^ with good intent, not for the sake of wrath. But 
if thou art swift to anger, to thee indeed tliere is a greater 
harshness of speech, but to me prudence is a gain. 

Cna Cease now, for this is far better than vain words, 
lest ye two err together. 

liu Ah me ! how evil b the custom in Greece I Wlien 
an army has erected trophies over the enemy, they do not 
consider this tlie work of the toiling soldiers, but the general 
leaps the renown ; who brandishing the spear, one amid ten 
thonsand others, and doing no more than ooe^ has greater 
giofy. And sitting stately in office in the city, thev have, 
althooch nobodies, more lofty thoughts than the people ; but 
these fthe people] are ten thousand times wiser than thoes^ if 

* IfmeliM dtlicattly ^totics efif h« ctisM^ sni spsalts saly sf in 
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daring tnd counsel were theirs at the same time. Thus joa 
and jour brother, pu£M up ¥rith pride, sate at Troj, and in 
the generalship there, raised up bj the toils and labours of 
others. But I will teach jou nerer to consider Idjean Ptois 
less an enemj than Pcleus, unless you take yourself off from 
this house as quicklj as possible, and thj childless daughter, 
whom the son sprung from me shall drag through this house, 
seizing her bj the hair ; she who^ being a barren heifer, will 
not endure others bearing childrni, herself having none. But 
if her state is unhappj in respect of children, does it behore 
us to be destitute of children ? Get je awaj from this woman, 
ve sen'ants, that I may learn whether anj one will hinder me 
from unbinding her hands. Raise th}-self up ; since I, although 
trembling, will unloose the twisted c(hIs of thongs. Hsst 
thou, most base one, injured thus the hands of this woman ? 
j Didst thou fancy thou wert binding with cords a bull or lion ? 

\ Or didst thou fear lest, taking a sword, she might defend her- 

I self against thee ? Come hither under my arm, O child ; relax 

thv mother's fetters. In Phthia I will train thee up, a powerful 
enemy to these. But if the glor}' of the spear and the contest 
of war were wanting to the Spartans, know that in other re- 
spects ye are no better than any one. 

Cuo. The race of old men is by nature free to act, and not 

easily guarded against, through its quickness of temper. 

Men. Tliou art borne along too prone to revilings. But I, 

b coming to Phthia, will neither do nor suffer any thing mean 

^ through violence. And now indeed, for I have not abundant 

leisure, I will go home ; for there is a certain city not far 

from Sparta, which before this indeed was friendly, but now 

acting with hostility. Against this I therefore wish to go out, 

leading an army, so as to bring it under my hand. But when I 

shall have settled matters there according to my desire, I will 

come, and in the presence of my son-in-law I present will 

teach, and in turn be taught reason. And if he (Neoptole- 

mus) shall punish this woman, and hereafter act with modera* 

tion towards us, he shall receive moderate treatment in turn. 

But if he be wrathful, he shall meet with the wrathful, and 

shall receive deeds in return for deeds. But I bear thy words 

easily ; for thou hast a voice like as a shadow, being incapable 

'f aught except only to talk. 

Pel. Lead on hither, child, stauding under my arms ; mad 
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tbon too, nreiche^I one, for, having encountered ft violent 
tempest, thou bast come into a tranquil port. 

Akdr. O may the Gods give good gifts to thee, old man, 
and thine, for having saved my cliiW and hapless me. But 
see now," lest these, crouching down in a deserted place on 
the way, hurry me off by force, perceiving lh.it thou indeed 
art aged, and me weak, nnd this child an infant Consider 
this, lest, escaping now, ^e be taken afterwards. 

Pel. Thou shalt not bring forwonl the timid words of wo- 
men. Go on; who will touch you? He will touch you to 
bis cost if he does. For in belmlf of the Gods, we have a com- 
mand over horse troops, and many heavy-armed soldiers in 
Phthio. And I am still erect, and not an old man, as you 
think; but looking in the face of such a man aa this alone, I, 
though an old man, will erect a trophy over him. For an old 
man, if he he ralinnt, is better than many youths. What 
profits it, being a coward, to have a gowl body ? 

Cno. Might I either not bo bom, or might I be born from 
good p-irents, and a partaker in wealthy houses; forif one were 
to sufier any thing difRcult, there is no lack of defence to the 
well-bom. But from those who are bruited as coming from 
good families, time never takes away honour and renown, the 
remnants of good men, but virtue shines even among the dead. 
But it is belter to have a victory free from ill repute, than to 
overthrow justice with envy and might For this is on the 
instant pleasant for mortals, but in time it withers, and is 
among the disgraces of the house. This life 1 commend, this 
also I pursue, that no power apart from justice prevail in the 
chambers or in the city. O aged son of JEsams, I am per- 
eoaded tlwt thou wast present with the Lapitha;^" at the re- 
nowned war against the Centaurs, and didst also pass in the 
■hip Argo the humid Euxino through the marine Symple- 
gades," in glorious navigation; and, when of erjt the re- 
nowned son of Jove surrounded the city of Troy** with 
slaughter, that thou didst gain a common glory, and return 
to Europe. 

" 1 read vi-v Toi viptr, with Tour. Gii. Aid. 

" Pclmi ii placed ■mont: Iho AtcuiihuU by ApoIIon. Ilhod. i. 91, 
Hjrgin. Fab. 1-1, loiiptlm with hii brnUicr Tctaoion. According lo tba 
Utter, ihc death of Phocui was ibe cause of Ibeir leaving home. 

•■ Cr. Ued. 2 ; and Apoll. Ilhod. i. 2. 

- Sec Bocckh, Explic Find. p. IS2. 
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[^EnUr a Murse.] 

NmsE. dearest women, how evil succeeding evil is aent 
u a gift on this day. For m; miatress in ibe house, I mean 
Hermionc, both being lefi alone bj her father and with tha 
eoneciousness too of what n deed she has done, in having laid 
t^ plan to kill Andromache and her son, wishes to die, dread- 
' fng her husband, le^i- -• er deeds, she be aeat 

disgracefulty from t laving sought to slaj 

those whom she • 1 with difficult/ do the 

WiTiLDts, keeping lisliing to suspend her 

BBck, and they sbau: and the sword, taking 

it away. So greatly do^. las perceived that what 

ahe has before done was r ide«d, then, (riends. 



k: 



ling in restraining from hanging j but do 

lu, going within tliis hou r from death ; for Dew 

nds coming are more p n accustomed ones. 

Cno, And truly we hear wiiiuu lui bouse the cries of the 
wrvants ooDceming the things which tlxm haat corae hithar to 
teU. Bat the wretebed woman seems on the pant of ibowing 
how much she grierea, having done dreadTal thinga. For ibe 
ii coming ont from the house, fleeing from the faaoda of her 
attendanta, through a desire of deeth. 

Hehu. Ah me ! ah me ! I will make tearing of mj heir, 
and hostile laoerationa with my oaila. 

Nurse. My child, what art thoa doing ? wilt thou maltieftt 
thy person? 

Hesu. Alas I alas I go to the air, from my locks, dtov 
aknderveiL 

Ndhsk. Child, cover thy bosom, bind together thy rabea.** 

Hesil Why must I cover my boeom with nhee? I hare 
done against my hnaband deeda evident and apparent and 
nncoDc^led. 

NintSE. Doat thoa grieve at having devised death againat 
Ay fellow-wife ? 

Hbbm. I mourn indeed the hostile daring I have at temp t ed, 
I cursed, ah ! cursed amongst maikkind. 

NuBSE. Thy husband wUl pardon thee this oflenea. 

Hebx. Wherefore didst thou snatch the sword out of mj 

** I pnfsr wirXMc, with Plor. A. 
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'kMndT GiTe it iMiek, O friencl, giTe it iMck, that I mar inflict 
m Utab right thvoagh. Whereforedo je keq>me from halten? 
MumsB. Bot Qt would not he right],** if I were to let yon 
oocp not hetng in joor tenaei^ ao that joa woold die. 

Hkbx. Alaa for mj fiUel Where for me ia the friendlj 
ilnmo of fire? And where ean I he raiaed up to a precipioe 
either near the oeean, or the moontain wood, that d jing; I 
■qr be a care to the dead? 

Nmai. Whj doat thoa labour thoa? ralamitifa aenft bf the 
Goda eome to all mortala or now or then. 

Hnoc Thoo haat left, thou haat left me,*' O father, on the 
ahore^ aa one alone and deaerted by the marine oar. He will 
deatrqj, he will dettroj me.** No longer will I dwell in thia 
boon of mj haaband. Aa aoppliant to whoee image ahall I 
raah? or alare-Iike ahall I embrace the kneea of a alave?** 
[From the Fhthian land]** woold tliat I were a blue-winged 
bird, or that pitched ban, which, the firat ahip that aailed, 
patted between the Cjanean abores. 

NumsE. O daughter, I did commend neither the excess of 
thj conduct, when thou didst oflend against the Trojao 
woman, nor do I now the fear which thou too greatlj fearest. 
Thj husband will not thus reject thy alliance, persuaded by 
the paltrj worda of a barbarian woman* For he has not thee 
a captiTC from Troy, but the daughter of a good man, re- 
ceiring thee with many d<>wer gifts, and from a city not 
moderately blest And thy father will not thus, as thou fear- 
eat, child, desert thee and let thee be cast out from this house. 
Bat go within, and do not appear before this dwelling, lest, 
child, thou incur any reproach, being seen in front of this 



Caa And truly with haste of steps wends his way to us 
thia foreign gueat, in a atrange garb. 

OsEarca. Ye strange women, is this the house and royal 
roof of the aon of Achilles? 

Csa Thoo knowest [rightly] ; but who art thoa that aak- 
cat thia? 

" Fot thMcDipM Diadoff ooaparai Phoea. 16ai, iXX tt 7«/M<>fv, #i 

^ pmuM is a tjpofnphiesl error lor /tot^J*. Cf. Pfoprrt. '* Qoshs 
ThtKA JMsU ccdiiU caffiBS« Lonfuidi dotcrtit Gaotift htoribot.** 
"l«X«l4W«iCisaalo«iB«NMorUMMa8. 8«o Diadorf. 
* i. a. aaptUcMa Aadfwichs iw mmcf* * Sat Dmdmt 
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^ wboM fbrtsMt Am tabdM ftite aM 
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name OmiM ; and I am going to the orades of Joyk at ' 
Dodona. But when I arrived at Fhtliia, it Kcmed good to me 
to learn concerning s woman related to me, whether Uenmooe 
of Sparta is alive and faring well. For although she intwbiia 
n country for distant frODi us, she is nevertheleM deu*. 

Heilv. O thou that hast appeared aa a port ia a fl 
tailors, thoa aoa of i ' '* " ' 

seech tbe^ pi^ m, n 
well. And to tlij kt 
Te«pect«d1 than garlanda. 

Ob. Abliriiatiadiia? AmIdMd«Hw*I< 
see the daugh t e r of Mnadio^ qoatB gt dw ks«»I 

Herk. Aj, her whom lUcn, tibe ilw^Hir of 1. 
hrought forth in her fttbet'i boon. Tti ■iH (fwi 

Ob. healing Fh«biii,Ba7«t Ooagmtftnlnn mat 
trouhleo. Wbatiahr Art thoa mflb^ ffli ftam Qeli «r 
men? 

Hewv. S<»se from mjs^ some irom the hosbaitd who pes- 
leasei me, and others from some one of the Goda. Bat on nil 
sides we are undone. 

Ob. What calamity, then, can he&n a wttman, aare in re- 
spect to her DQp^ bed, children not being jret bom? 

Heiul In thia rery thing I sufier. W^ haat thoa dmra 
nieouL 

Or. Does thy hosband lore some other wife inrtsad of thee t 

Hebu. The captive, who once waa Uector'a wife. 

Ob. Thout«ll«tof an evil thing, that an hnahandhu two 



Ussit. Such are these matters. And thai I &ia would 
defend inyaelf. 

Or. What, hast thou plotted aguost a irife soeh things ea 
a wife is wont ? 

Hebu. Ay, death against her and her eporioos aon. 

Ob. And didst thou slay her? or what cJrcBButtno pre* 
vented thee ? 

HzBU. The old man Peleos, reverencing the worae. 

Ob. But hadst thou any accomplice in ^ia deed? 

Hebk. Ay, my father, coming from Sparta tat this Teij 
purpose. 

Ob. Andwashethen worsted by the hand of an old BHua? 
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Aj, throagli respect [towards hiiB]i and be is 
% haraig left me desolate. 

Ob. I voderstand. Tlioo fearest thj husband because of 
wbat joa bare done. 

HnOL Tboa hast well guessed it For with justice be will 
4k * mj me ; what need I saj it ? But I beseech tliee, invoking 
Jore^ who regards relationship, send me as fa^ mtf^ as pos* 
aible from this land, or to my anceiMl liomet for tliese 
iMmses seem as though thej had a roice,^ to drive me away, 
•ad the land of Phthia loathes me. And if my husband, leav* 
iag the orade of PlMcbus, shall come home befc^re [I get 
mwaj], he will skj me for deeds most bas<*, or I shall be a shive 
to a r«ffihlB% over whom I before lorded it. 

Ob. But how, as one mar saj it, liast tliou thus erred ? 

HcB3L The approach of bod women has undone me;^ 
who pofied me up, talking these words : Wilt thou endure a 
most base captive in the house as the partner of thy bed ? hy 
the queen [Juno],^ she should not in tny houio have rnjojed 
mj husband, beholding the light of daj. And I, h«:aring thc/Hs 
discourses of the Sirens, clever, wickeil, artful talkers, wos 
rainlj puffed up with folly. For why need I kcnp a wntrJi 
upon mj husband, when I had all I wanted ; much wrnlth ; 
and I was ruler in my palace ; and I indeed might have borne 
legitimate children ; but she illegitimate ones, half slavcH to 
mine. But never, never, (for I will not My it once only,) is 
it proper for those who have their wits, and a wife, to allow 
women to visit the wife in their house ; for they are the 
teachers of evil deeds. For one indeed, gaining something by 
it, corrupts the wift| but anothcj^ having sinned, wislies her 
to sin with herself,^ and many [do tlii^] itiiUUbh a violence of 
feelings; and hence the houses oVmen are troubled. Wherefore 

• Cr. .£«ck. Af. 37, •?«»( ^ mifr0c, 1/ ^77i»^ ^^A^* Imfiwrmr' 4r 
XiCiiir. 

^ Aoiiuinffly parodied by the capcror llidrun: vaXAmv tmrpAv 

* Nuot U tbs commtBtotort «pi>f»r to havt noticed th« reirrvnee to 
JvAo, Duao, or Veaiu, m ipMrdian of the conjufaJ bod. ('* GcnUlU 
tori L«icia% OMtof." amec Mini. 1.) 

Compare tbo candid conicf «ioo of Lodj Sneerwell : ** Wounded 



mjwtlt, ia tbo early port U life, hj the envenomed tongme of eUnder, I 
eonlbm I kave nneo nnovn no nkneare eoiul to the rodi 
laetofdofaqrovarrpntntMn.'' School for Seoadol, 1.1. 



Hector, Iiave remained keeping watcb, 
main here, or, terrified tbrough dread of ai 
to be remoTcd from this liousc. But I h&TA 
(ipect to thy letters, but in order tha^ if tfa 
"fcortunity of converse, as thou dost gir^ I 
fcwny from this house. For being mine, befi 
Swiiii this man through thy fnthePs evil ooni 
Itliat he invaded the boundaries of Troy, haTil 
Ion me as wife, afterwards promised thee to hi 
Jsesses thee, if he would sack the Trojan d^ 
luB of Achilles rctimi^ hither, I forgars 
but I besought Li^^^^ yield up thy nap 
— misfortunes and prcs%rrC fate, that from my i 
mighrR'l'dr-butiio t easily jrom wjrii CB^ fae Ji 
home by sucli'aTngiit as Jam~flrafc^^!^fcBii 
and scoffed at me respecting tlie murder of 
the blood-faced Goddesses. And I, rendered 
misfortunes at home, grieved, ay, grieved ixii 
mycalaroily, and univilhngly departed, depri« 
>'ow then, since thou bast a change of fortune i 
*• 1 h«wc*er prefer vieavt, i. e. failings. See Pli 
".Cr. ArUtopb. Veip. 71i. ^xavaofot iy.itrv^ 
ftXv iitAnu atoiafs.Oimiy litatait, quoted by Dil 
de Cor. { ], rcipecling tbesimilu oalb orjuiymen. 
" i. a. Neoptolcmiu. 
*■ Vii. •A«r ibe deaili of hi* mother Cljitamm 

DuinitaT of th. dam u I>«a iltltiltA <^. V.wwl Jb 
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ioto thU cakmitf , art at a kasi I wiU lead thee from this hoo^ 
and will give thee into the hands of thj father. For relation- 
ahip isa serioits tie; and in troubles nothing is better than a 
kindred friend. 

Hessl Of my nuptials indeed my father will have the care, 
nad it is not (brme to decide on this. But as quicklj as pos- 
sible eoovej me from these dwellings, lest mj husband anti- 
cipate me» advancing and coming to the house ; or Peleus, 
learning that I have deserted the house of his son, pursue me 
with casings of his steeds. 

Ob. Cheer up. Fear not the old man's hand» nor the son of 
Achilles^ as to the many^ insults she has offered me. For such 
m snare of death, interwoven with meshes not to be moved, 
stands prepared for him at mj bonds, which I will not tell of 
before; bat when the deed is done, the Delphian rock^' shall 
know. And the slajer of a mother will teach him (if the plighted 
oaths of mj spear-friends remain firm in the Fythion land) 
not to marry anj [person] who is mine by right. And bit- 
terly will he demand of king Phoebus '^ justice for his father's 
death ; nor will change of opinion profit him, now paying the 
penalty to the God. But through him, and through my ac- 
cosations,^ he will evilly perish ; and will be made aware of 
my hatred. For the deity brings the fortunes of one's enemies 
to an overthrow, nor allows them to have high thoughts. 

Cbo. O Plurbus, thou who once did^a fortify the fair- 
walled hill at Troy, and thou, O Neptune, who on thy 
azure steeds dost charioteer over the ocean, on what account, 
having given up to Mars, whose thoughts are on war, the hand 
of the workman, dishonouring the instrument,'^ did ye give 
up wretched, wretched Troy ? But ye yoked many chariots 
with beauteous steeds on the banks of Simois, and entered 
oo bloody contests of men, from whence no crowns accrued ; 
and the rulers of Troy are gone dead, nor does the flame on 
the altars in Troy any longer shine to the Gods midst the 

^ W tB Lobcck*t emendAtion for «c* 

** 80 cmlM, fron the lofty lituaiion of iho city. Pflufk oooiparai 
SedL <Sd. T. 4C3, tad Nodbiu, Dtoo}^ 13, 122. 
^ Ct Tt. 51 aq^. 

• lmfiiffK^a yip •Mp, uq M VM^f #i« roS vaem iXfX»Mr«. Schol. 
** I joia iiytmp n crorvv«c. ^th XIauJus, vbo iatcfpfvtt it, ** win— 
pmd rnUimst mdftknmtm, L a. oalU opcm in tsuniindii 
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■moke d infl— M. And Atrides bas perished through the 
eootriTUW of Ub wife, and she in turn hath reaped deith 
for mordar ■> Ihs hands of her aon. The oracular command 
of the 60^ vi the God was directed against her, when the 
HD of Agamamwn, setting out from Argos, having entered 
the inner racenet [of the house], became the murderer of his 
mother. O dd^, O Phoebus, how &m I to believe this ? And 
Buaj imm dnated their moans for unhappy children throcgh 
the KMxmdiDf ttr«ets of the Greeks, and left their bouses for 
another hnabtad. Not upon thee only, not upon thy friends, 
hare nd nieft fallen. A disease, a disease bath Greece en- 
dured ; UM ft thunder-bolt, causing Hades to drop with blood, . 
has deaca n dad upon the fruitful fields of the Phrygians. 

Pelxhs. Ye women of Phtbia, signify to me inquiring 

' (for I hetrd an obscure story,) that the daughter of Menelaua 

had goat, IwTi&g this dwelling. But I am come, being 

woxioa* to know whether this is true; for it behoves IhoM 

who are at home to look after the fortunes of thoM ihiniT 

Cbo. Peleus, thou hast rightly beard ; nor ia it honaaraUe 
for me to conceal in what ills I «n ; for the qoeen baa «— fp t ^ 
in flight from this house. 

Pbl. Meeting with what terror? go tbioagh [the atocj] 
to me. 

Cbo. Dreading her husband, lest he ahould eaat her ont of 
the house. 

Pel. What, on account of her deadly plots against his mb ? 

Cao. Yes, and through fear of the captive womaiL 

Pel. But baa she left Ibe bouse in companj with her &ther, 
or with whom ? 

Cho. The BOD of Agamemnon bis gone, leading her swaj 
from the land. 

Pel. Fulfilling what hope? wiahing to man^r her? 

Cbo. Ay, and preparing death for diy son's son. 

Pel. Lying in wait, or coming iace to ftce in batde? 

Cho. In ^ sacred temple of Loxias, together with tt* 
Delphiaos. 

Feu Alas'! this now ia dreadful. Wilt not some one go 
as quickly as possible to the Pjthian dwelling, and tdl oar 
friends then the matters her^ before the soo (^ AdiiDeB da* 
he hands of his enemies. 
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lEnter a Messenger.] 

Mess. Alas ! what misfortanes do I wretched come bearing 
to thee, old man, and to mj master^s friends. 

Pel. Alas ! how mj presaging soul^^ expects something ! 

Mess. Thj grandson, aged Peleus, is no more, that thoa 
mayest learn this. Such blows of swords has he received 
from the Delphians, and from the ^Ijcenian stranger. 

Cea Ah ! ah ! what wilt thou do^ aged one ? Do not falL 
Baise thjself up. 

Pel. I am nought^ I am undone. Gone is mj Toice, and 
gone beneath me are mj limbs. 

Mess. Hear what has been done, if thou wouldst fain 
ayenge those dear, having raised up jour frame. 

Pel. O fate, how hast thou compassed unhappj me upon 
the last boundary of old age ! But how has the onlj son of 
mj only son perished ? Say, for I wish to hear what should 
not be heard. 

Mess. When we reached the renowned soil of Phoebus, we 
did for three shining courses of the sun fill our eyes with 
sight-seeing.'^ And this was certainly suspicious. The 
people who dwelt [within the precinct] of the Grod went to 
meetings and assemblies. But the son of Agamemnon, pass- 
ing through the city, spoke hostile words into the ears of 
each: ^ Do ye observe this roan, who treads the precinct of 
the God fraught with gold, the treasury of mortals, a second 
time here upon the same errand as he before came hith^, 
seeking to sack the temple of Phoebus?" And from hence 
there went an evil-sounding report through the city, and the 
magistrates^ came in numbers into the council hiUls, and as 
many as had the superintendence of the treasures of the God 
appointed a watch in the column-girt abodes. But we^ hav- 
ing as yet learned none of these things, taking some sheep, 
brought up in a Parnassian grove, went and stood at the 
hearths, with the guest-patrons and the Pythian seers. And 

** So in Hamlet, "O, mr presaging 8<ni11" £sch. Pen. 10^ cojd^ 

** 9ia ezactlr anaweii to our phrase, " sight-eeeing.'* I need sctroely 
lemind the reader of the attractions the temple at Delphi mnit haTo pre- 
icnted for stran^en, as is erident from the Ion of Eunpidet. 

^ The Older is, d^ai n Ic n pwkMvr^ptm IrXf pSaryre Ui^ ^ Seec 
Mattmli* 
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some one spake tbese words: ''O yoath, what shall we oiTe 
the God for thee ? For sake of what art thoa come?** But be 
replied: ^I wish to render satisfaction to Phoobus for mj 
former error ; for I once on a time demanded of him to gire 
a satisfaction for my father^s blood. And hereupon the MpitA 
of Orestes appeared to prevail strongly^ to the effect that mj 
master spoke falsel j» being come with a base intent And be 
goes within the dome of the temple, that, before oonanlting die 
oracle, he might make a prayer to Phosbns; and he happened to 
be amongst the burning victims. But for him a awoid-aimed 
troop, shaded with boughs of laurel, was in waiting ; of whom 
the son of Orestes was one, the contriver of thia whole plaiu 
And he indeed, standing in [their] sight, offers a prayer to the 
God ; but they, armed with sharp-whetted awwdsi privilT 
smite the son of Achilles unarmed. And he retires back,* 
(for be was not yet wounded mortally,) and he drags himsdf 
away ; and having snatched down the arms, whi^ hong oa 
pegs in the portico, he stood close to the altar, a valiant wir^ 
rior to behold, and he shouts to the sons of the Delphians, 
asking this question : *' On what account do ye slay me, who 
am come upon a pious errand ? For what crime do I perish?" 
But of the ten thousand who stood nigh, not one uttered a 
word ; but they pelted him with stones from their hands. 
^Vnd oppressed by a dense shower on all sides, he atretched 
forth his arms, and guarded off the attack, turning with his 
Imnd his shield hither and thither. But he nought avuled ; for 
together many darts, arrows, javelins, and two-pointed wea- 
pons di-awii [from their cases], and bull-transfixing knives, 
fell before his feet And thou mightest have seen a teniUe 
dancing of thy son guarding himself against the missiles. Bat 
when they compassed him around in a circle, giving him no 
breathing time, he having deserted the sheep-receiving hearth 
of thealtar, and leaping aTrojan leap^with his feet, goes against 
them. And they, like pigeons beholding a hawk, turned their 
backs in flight And many fell pell-mell, both with wounds, 
and [some trodden down] by each other in the narrow out- 

^ Litenllr, " to the stern." Hestcb. vpi;/iy9,ra ^n'ew. It most be 
remembered thit Orcttet wis not present at the death of NcoptoleaiiH» 
but was only the planner of iL See Matthis. 

^ An allusion to the celebrated leap by which Achilles jumped fiwi 
the thip to the Trojan thoTe* ^boijuki* 
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leU; and an inaospicioiis damourin the auspicious house was 
«dioed bj the rocks. But like a calm m j master stood, radi- 
nnt with shining anni^ before some one uttered a dreadful, 
thrilling sonnduomthe midst of the recesses, and excited the 
host, tnming them to valour. Here the son of Achilles falls, 

dtten in the side with a sharp-whetted sword by a Delphian 
who with manj others destroyed him. But as he fidls 
to the earth, who did not bring the sword ? Who did not 
throw and huri a stone? And his whole bodj, of beauteous 
fionn, is wasted hj savage wounds. And when be was dead, 
Iji^g near the altar, they cast him out of the incense-receiv- 
ing shrines. Bot we, having snatched him up with our hands 
aa qnicklj as possible, bring him for thee to bewail and mourn 
with lamentations, old man, and to honour with a tomb in the 
earth. Thus has the king who gives oracles to others, who 
is the judge to all men of what is right, requited the son of 
Achilles, seeking to render satisfaction. And, like a bod man, 
he has remembered an ancient feud. IIow then can be be 
wise? 

Cbo. And trulj hither does the king, borne in a litter, 
draw nigh to his house from the Delphian land. Wretched 
the sufierer, and wretched thou also, old man, for thou re- 
ceivest the whelp of Achilles into thy house, not as thou 
wishest ; and thyself too, having met with evil calamities, hast 
fallen into one fate. 

Pel. Alas for me, what evil is this I behold, and receive 
into my dwelling m-ith my liand. Ahis for me ! Alas ! O 
dty of Thes9aly, we are undone, we have perished. No 
hxiger is a race, no longer are children left to me in mine 
hoiise. O wretched I on account of my sufferings. To what 
friend turning mine tyes^ shall I receive delight ? O beloved 
Booth, and cheek, and hands, would that the deity had 
wrought thy death beneath Troy,^ by the banks of Simois. 

Cm>. Then would he, dying, have been honoured as far as 
these things permit,*' old man, and thy state would thus have 
been nkora fortunate. 

Tku O marriage, marriage, which hast destroyed this 
boose and my city ! Alas ! alas ! O son, would that my ofi*- 
spring from thy bed of ill-omened name, in respect to my 

"* CI Asch. Gkocpli. 345 aq^. aa4 >1rc. JEa. i. 96 tqq. 

* «C ^ ftfii4* mm fvaanuB qiudoi pco koe itnua slata. If ATraLs* 
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children** and house, had never brought destnictloa upon 
thee, O child, at the hands of Hennione, but that she bad 
sooner perished by the lightning's ahal^; nor shouldst thoo, 
being a mortal, on account of deadly arrows aimed at thj sir^ 
have ever charged the God Fhcobus with the blood of ooe of 
Jove's descendants." 

Cao. Woe 1 "•"" ' ' *^" ' — '■- *o hymn my dead moater 
with groans, aC' f the dead. 

Pel. Woe ! tcbed and unfortunate old 

man, weep in 

Cuo. For 't t a God hath brought th» ' 

«ahtmity to pass. I 

Pel. frii hj houM deserted, harin^ 1 

bereaved the ' n 1 

C)to. It be . ihe die. old man, before thy 

children. 

Pel. Shall I not ret shall I net place upon ray 

head the destructive b<;at>u^ <ji ,.._, hand? city, Phcebna 
has deprived me of both my sons. 

Cuo. thou unhappy old man, who hast anfiendaDd noi 
ills, what a life wilt thou have hereafter! 

Pel. (^hildless, solitary, haWog no end of iUa, I ihall toil 
through troubles to the grave. 

Cno. In vain did the Gods bless thee with noptials. 

Pel. All things have fled far away from hiffcy boMtiiigi^ 
and vanished. 

Cbo. Alone thou dwellest in a lonely house. 

Pel. Nor have I a city, a ci^. Let this soeptn periA CB 
the ground; and thou, O daughter of Xereus, is thy glooaj 
caves sbalt see me falling in utter destruction on the euth. 

Chi^. Hs ! ha ! What is this movement ? What deity do 
I perceive ? Ye damsels, see, behold. Hither aome Goddesi, 
sailing along the white air, cornea to the bone-pMtiiring fields 
ofPhthia. 

[Tbetis appean.'] 
Thetis. Pcleua, I, Thetia, on Kcconnt of thy fonatr 
" Sea Miuluc. 



■^ ri tiaj. ic •t^. Pf>. u'c Biir. 
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iMpdds [with mel im eooMb kftving the dweUingt of Nereus. 
And int indeed, in thj pfeeent illi» I advife thM not to bear 
Aem too impatteitlT; fbr I aleo^ whom it behoved to bring 
farth ciuldicn free from grie( Imto lost the aon whom I bare 
to fheeb the awift-lboted AehiUea, the fint man in Greece. Bnt 
fsr wImU porpoae I have eome^I will exphin, and do thou re- 
ceive [mj wordal Boipr indeed thia dead aon of Achjllea, 
hnviK gone to the Pjrthian altar, a disgrace to the Delphians, 
that the tomb maj proclaim his violent murder at the hands 
of Orastes.*^ But the captive woman, I mean Andromache, it 
hdboveato dwdl in the Moloasian land, old man, being united 
in Bopliala to Hekaus^ and thia her son, who alone ia left of 
tlM deseendanta of JEacns. And it behoves one king after 
naeCher, sprung from him, to pass over Molossia in prosperity; 
Ibr it is not fated that thj race and mine, old man, and tliat of 
Tm shall be thus overthrown. For the Gods have a care even 
of Tnj^ although it has fallen bj the will of IHiUas. But foi 
thee, (that thou majest feci a thankfulness for my union witl 
thee^) I, bom a Goddess, and the child of a sire a God, havini 
Creed thee from mortal ills, will make thee an immortAl, im| 
perishable God. And then, in the house of Nercus, to;;cth< 
with me a Goddess, thou a God slmlt hereafter dwell. Thenc[ 
convejing thy foot dry from the sea, thou shalt behold Achilles, 
m son most dear to thee and me, inliabiting an insular dwelling, 
near the white shore within tlie Euxine path. But wend thy 
way to the divine-built city of Delphi, bearing this corse, and 
having hid it in the eartli, coming to the hollow recess of the 
ancient Sepian rock, sit down, and wait, until I come, bring- 
ing the choir of tlie fifty daughters of Xercus to fetch thee ; 
Ibr thou must needs carry out wliat is fated ; for tliese things 
aeem fit to Jove. But cease from your grief for tlie dead ; for 
onto all men this vote is ratified by the Gods, to die is a debt 
Fbl. O revered [Goddess], O noble wife, thou daughter of 
Kerens, hail ! Time things thou docst worthy of thyself and 
the ehiUren sprung fiom thee. But I, O Goddess, will cease 
ay grief at thy bidding ; and, having buried this corse, I will 
go to the recesses of Felion, where I receiveil thy beauteous 
body with my handa. Is it not then one*s duty to marry from 
the wMtf and to give in marriage among the good, whoever 

M L e. at his iasOfttkn, ss bsfae otarred. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



This pUy it oat of Uie \tui dniDAtic of our author's, Imt by no meant 
dcficicat IB good ptttagct. Thcteut at first refuted to bury the bodies 
of tke chicftaint slain at Thebes, despite the entreaties of Adrastut. 
Boi, vpoo the arguments of hat mother iEthra, he was induced to aid the 
SmppUanlt ; and, having routed Creon's army, he possessed himself of the 
cjowst, which he honourably interred. Eradne, the wife of Capaneus, 
Ikfvw koBrif mpoo hit funeral pile, and perithed with him. 




SUPPLI 



.-Etiira. 

Ceres, beuth-gunrdiau of tliia li 1 of Eleusia, and jv 
miDieten' wbo keep the temples of the roddess, [I praj'j tlut 
both Theaeiu my sod may be fortunate, nd the city of Athens, 
and the land of Pitthcus, in whicii my idther having nurtured 
me, ^thra, in a happy house, gives me to ^geus, the son of 
Pandion, as vife, at the oracular command of Loxias.* For 

1 have uttered these prayers, having looked upon these aged 
women, who, leaving their dwellings in the Argire territoiy, 
have fallen at my knees with the suppliant bough, having 
buffered a dreadful calamity. For they are bereft of mtco 
noble sons, who have fallen round the gates of Cadmna, whom 
once on a time Adrastus, king of the Argives, led, wi^ng to 
have a share of the inheritance of CEdipus, vitii the exile 
Polyniccs, his son<in-Uw. But their mothers with to hide in 
the earth the corses of the fallen. But those in power* hin- 
der them, nor are they willing to grant the lifting>ap, diiboo- 
ouring the laws of the Gods. But Adrastus, hanag with 
them the common burden of a want for my a»si stance, liea 
here, bedewing hia eyes with tears, bewailing both his epeer, 
and the most ill-fated expedition which he sent from his hotue. 
And be urges me by prayers to persuade my son to become 
the bearer-off of the dead, and partner in the burial, either by 
words or the might of the spear; setting this only task apoB 



n« pnyert m (m tuppUuit d 
■ a. lied. 674 sqq. with lbs 
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nj MO and the citj of Athens. But, coming forth firom my 
dwdliii«^« I chance to be sacrificing on behalf of the harvest 
of the earth, at this temple, where first the fruitful grain ap« 
peered bristling^ above this earth. And holding this chainlets 
chain of leaves,* I remain at the holy altars of the two God- 
desses, Cora and Ceres,* pitjing indeed these white-hairod 
mothers Imneft of their sons, and reverencing the sacred 
garlands. But a herald has gone for me to the city, to call 
Theseus hither, that he maj either remove the grief of these 
women from the land, or may loose these suppliant bonds, 
doing some holy thing towards the Gods. For it is meet for 
•Qch women as are wise, to do all things through the medium 
of men. 

Cfloncs. I, an aged woman, beseech thee from my aged 
mouth, falling at thy knee, to redeem for me my children from 
among the doid corses, who leave their bodies in limb-relaxing 
death, a food for the beasts of the mountains, beholding in- 
deed piteous tears about mine eyelids, and the wrinkled tear- 
inzs of my hoary fiesh with my hands. For what [shall I 
doj ? I, who liave neither laid out my dead children in my 
house, nor behold a mound of earth heaped up for a tomb. 
Thou also, O revered one, hast once brought forth a son, 
having made thy nuptial bed pleasant to thy husband. Share 
then in my feelings, and share too in proportion as I wretched 
grieve for those dead, whom I bore. And persuade thy son, 
whom we supplicate, to come to Ismenus, and to place in the 
hand of me unhappy the bodies of the youthful dead, and in 
a stone tomb. Not according to holy custom,^ but according 
to necessity falling down [at thy knees], I have come with 
prayer to the sacrificial altars of the Gods. But we have a 
just cause, and thou hast some strength, so as through thy 

* Cf. HoDi. II. ^. 599, «»rf ppis^ovwip «/Mrpai. Virg. Georf. i. 151, 
** horrerct ia arrit CAnluut." Tb« Rhjihan plain wis Um pUct wbero 
coni first appeared in the Eleusinian tnTitoiy, according to Pausan. i. 3s(. 

* Meaning the garlanda held b^ the women, who farrounded her. 
Thcat the calla cteuiy, becauie reUgiooa reepect compelled her to auy ; 
mlmw^ bccaoie the compuUion waa only religious. HsaMAim. 

* From the position of these Goddesses as Krinajres, their mention 
here is rery enectiTe, as the rights of the dead were in qnestioa. CL 
MnUer, Enmcn. | ^ sq. 

' Bccaass aol pasissiiBg wsvXwyMra >ii>^iad, vs. M, is 
Usstk. 
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good 50O 10 remOTc mj' unbappiocss. And sufTi-'riDg piteontlj, 
I a wretched one beseech llie« to place in mjr hand mj deiid 
MI), that I maj embrace tlic sad remsins of raj eoa. This 
new contest of groani aacceedtng to gro&ns corner on ; the 
hands of the tcrrants Bound.* Go, O fcUow-moumera in woes, 
go, ye that grieve in tune for the dance, ivhich Hades hon- 
ours. Make Uoodj" 70s — ""' "' "'ong your cheek, and your 

blood-stained skin ; for :he dead are an honour to 

the living. With many isatiate joy of moaming 

Iliads me on, like as the 1 Dowiog from the san- 

troddcn rock, ever unceasi.-t^ is. For the Gtaie of dead 

children is naturolly a thine ptiin amongst women in 

gtief. Alas! alas! in deal . ' forget these sorrows. 

TncsCLS. What groans, Bi '-■ sofUie breast, and dirge* 
for the dead have I heard ur echo issuing from tfaia 

temple ? How a fear flutte t my mother (aller whom 

I am coming with my foot, u* .ong time absent from iho 

house) liad sustained any new lu. Ha ! what is this ? I see a 
uen* commenceiiienl of discourse, my aged mother eiltiag at the 
altar, and with her stranger women, not having one aommon 
strain of woes ; for both from their venerable eyes thej let &n 
the piteotis tear to the ground, and there are shorn locks and 
garments not fit for nicred rites. ^Vhat mean these thingi^ 
mother ? lis thine to inform me, and mine to bear ; for I ex- 
pect something new. 

^TH. son, these women are the mothers of the cliildren, 
the seven generals who fell round the Cadmeian gates ; and tlt^ 
keep guard on me in a circle with the suppliant boogfaa, aa 
thou seest, my son. 

Thes. But who is this who groans piteously at the portak? 

.^■Tn. Adrastus, as they say, king of the Argirea. 

TuE& And are these boys around him his childrm ? 

JEtu. Ko, but the sons of the dead who perished. 

Thes. But why have they come to us with suppliant hand ? 

JEia. I know 1 but henceforth the speech is theirs, my mo. 

Thes. Thee, wrapped in men's robes,* I ask. Speak ; hav- 
ing uncovered thine head, and ceasing groans ; for thoa ad- 
vancest nothing, except by proceeding with the tongae. 

■ L c. with monnung. Cf. fscb. Cbocpk. 33, Kixttfi tir sfvvy. 

■ Sm Uaikluul, vtK> deuh wu bl iihcs this iwnmf. Fee *Jf>C I 
-koald jnfar with Iha saiM seholsr wtffs—t*^- 



I 
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AmukSTua. O tboa ▼ietoriouf king of the Athenuuu^ The* 

1 mm oomeas a auppliant to thn and thj ci^. 
Thcs. What matter aedun^ and of what haTing need? 
ADm. Knowcft thoa the destroctiTe expeditkm on which I 

it? 
Trb& Ajy for thoa didst hj no means pass throogh Greece 



Adb. In this I lost the chief men of the Argires. 

Tbes. Such things does wretched war bring to pass. 

Adb. I have come to this dtj to crare their dead bodies.'* 

Thes. Relring on the heralds of Mercorj, that joo might 
Vory the dead? 

Ann. And then the sla jers do not allow me. 

Thes. For what do thejr allege^ unce joa crare a hdj 
thing? 

Am. What? Being fortanate, thej know not how to bear 
it [rigbtlj]. 

TBES. Hast thoo, then, come to me as an adriser? or for 
sake of what? 

Adr. Wishing thee, O Theseus, to bear away the [slain] 
sons of the Argives. 

Tbes. Bat where to joa is Argos ? were her boasts in vain ? 

Adb. Having failed, we are undone, and are come to tliee. 

Toes. Did this seem good to tlice alone, or to the whole cit j ? 

Adb. All the sons of Danaus implore jou to inter the slain. 

Thes. But for what cause didst thou lead thj seren sqiud- 
rons against Thebes ? 

Adb. Doing this (aroor for mj two sons-in-law. 

Thes. But to whom of the Argi ves didst thou give thy sons ? 

Adb. I did not join a native wedlock in mj (amily. 

Tdes. And didst thou bestow the Argive dsmsels on 
strangers? 

Adb. On Tjdeus and Poljnices of Thebes. 

Thes. Coming into what a desire for this connexion ? 

Adb. The riddles of Phoebus, hard to bo understood, de- 
eaivednie. 

Thes. And what said Apollo^ accomplishing a marriage for 
▼irgins? 

Adb. That I should give mj two daughters to a boar and 
alioo. 
» BMlty, raXor iw ««Uy. i. 1. 1 w«a oat to big Iks dtaa bsdits bsck. 
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good son to remove my unhappiocss. And sufTuring piteousljr, 
I a wrelcbed one beseech llice to place in raj hand m^ dead 
son, that I may embrace tbc sad remains of mj son. Tlii 
new contest of groans succeeding to groans corner on ; tba 
handSi of the servants sound.* Go, fellow- mourners in ^soa, 
go, O ye that grieve in tune for the dance, which Ilodes hoo- 
oun. Make bloody your white nail along your cheek, and your 
blood-stained skin ; for the afTairs of the dead are an hoootir ta 
the living. ^Yith many a toil this insatiate joy of moumiiif 
leads tne on, like as the liquid drop flowing from the VOd- 
troddcn rock, ever unceasing of groans. For the state of dead 
children is naturally a thing full of pain amongst women in 
grief. AIns ! alas ! in death might I forget these sorrovs, 

Theseus. What groans, and beatings of the breast, and dirges 
for the dead have I heard through their echo issuing from (bis 
temple ? How a fear fluttered me, lest my mother (after whon 
I am coming with tny foot, being a long time absent from the 
house) liad sustained any new iU. Ha ! what is this ? I see % 
new Goramenccment of discourse, my aged mother sittiDg at the 
altar, and with her stranger women, not having one commoa 
strain of woes ; for both from their venerable eyes they let (aB 
the piteous tear to the ground, and there are shorn locks and 
garments not flt for sacred rites. What mean these things 
mother ? 'Tis thine to inform me, and tnine to hear ; for ] ex- 
pect something new. 

JEna. O sun, these women ore the mothers of the children, 
the seven generals who fell round the Cadmcian gales ; sad they 
keep guard on me in a circle \Wth the suppliant tioughs, ai 
thou seest, my son. 

THEs. But who is this who groans piteously at the portals? 

M-rn, Adrastus, as they say, king of the Argives. 

TuES. And arc these boys around him his children ? 

JE-Ta. No, but the sons of the dead who perished. 

TiiES. But why have they come to ua with suppliaot hand ? 

jGth. I know i but hencefonh the speech is ihein, mj soil 

Tii£s. Thee, wrapped in men's robes,* I ask. Spealt ; hav- 
ing UDcovcred thine head, and ceasing groans ; for thoa ad- 
vaacest nothing, except by proceeding with the tongiM. 
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ntm, and who have endoied to come hither, and place their 
straoger foot* moriDg their aged limbs with diffieultj, as an 
embasBjr not for the mjsteries of Ceres» but that tbej maj 
burj the dead; from whom it behored them to obtain just 
riteib being biuried bj their hands. But it is wise for the 
prosperous to look upon porertT, and for the poor to look to 
the rich ; emulating [the poor^ that lore of frugalitj may 
posscis him, and that those not unhappj maj look upon whi^ 
is piteous ; and that the poet with joj maj produce the songs 
he produces ; for if he be not thus circumstanced, he woidd 
nerer be able to delight othen, being in troubles at home: for 
he has not right. Periiaps then jou will sa j : Setting aside 
the land of FdopSi whj dost thou impose this labour upon 
Athens ? I am justified in explaining this. Sparta indeed is 
cmd and deceitful in disposition, and the other states are 
smaU and poweriess ; but jour citj alone would be able to 
support thb labour. For it looks upon what is piteous, and 
possesses thee as a joung and brave ruler, through lack of 
which man J cities have perished in want of a generaL 

Cna And I speak to thee the same words as this man, O 
Theseus, for thou to take pitj on mj misfortunes. 

Tbes. With others indeed I have laboured, disputing on 
this question. For one has said *^ that amongst men the worse 
things are more than the better. But I hold the contrary opinion 
to these, that there are more good things to mortals than bad. 
For if this were not so,' we should not exist in the light And 
I praise him who regulated our life from the confused and 
savage state,'' first indeed having endued it with intelligence, 
and then giving the tongue as the messenger of words, so as to 
distinguish speech, and the nurture of fruits, and for that nur- 
tnre drops of rain from the skj, so that the fruits of the earth 
maj be nourished, and maj refresh the stomach.'* And be- 
sides thi% [he invented] coverings sgainst the winter, and for 

** A ffobftbU iciercDce to Horn. IL A. 576, rd x<p«<«*« mcj* Cf. 
Dmft. GiMND. Homer, p. 6 tq. 

" Tbo reader wko desiet iUnstraliocis of this detcriplioo of the carlj 
civflif lion oi smb. bav consdt my aotes oq iEech. Prom. p. 15 sq. n. 
\eA.BohB. 

* Diadoff iava, ^'tellwii,'* bat this is very iadistiactly ezptened. 
• would read isim ^ irv^^ev. "ic. y«tev. petOMam ez pc»- 







keeping off the bumiog beat of the Bun, and the sailing over 
the sea, that we might have intercourse with one another of 
Buch things as a land might want. But of things which are 
unoertoio and which we know not clearly, seere, looking into 
the flame and the folds of the entrails, and from birds likewise, 
foretell the future. Are we not then luxurious, who are not 
satisfied when the deity bestows such an apparatos for life ? 
But our wisdom seeks to be more powerful than God ; and 
possessing haughtiness in our minds, we think to be wiser 
than the Grods. Of which tithe " thou too seemest to Ix^ not 
being wise ; who, forsooth, compelled by the oracles of Fb<:^ 
bus, thus wedded thy daughters to strangers, as ihoo^ 
[deeming that] the Gods exist,'* and having mingled thy fa- 
mily of clear blood with one polluted, thou didst bring a core 
upon thine house ; for it is the duty of a wise man not to join 
even the bodies of the unjust with the just, but to obtain in 
one's household prosperous connexions. For the deity, deem- ■ 
iog fortune common, is wont in the ruin of him that sickeiii^ ^| 
to destroy him that sickens not, and bos done no evil.'^ But 
leading all the Argivcs on an expedition, when the seers 
pronounced oracles, thou didst, contemning the Gods and 
transgressing [their commands], by violence destroy the city, 
led aside by youths, who rejoice when honoured, and increaM 
wars without Justice, ruining the citizens; one, in order that h« 
may bo general of the army ; another, that be may wanton, i 
having received power in hia hands; butanother for the sake 
of gain, not considering whether the multitude is at all in- : 
jurcd by suffering these things. For there are three divisiou 7 
of citizens. Some indeed ore rich, and useless, and ever crare / 
for more; but others, havinj; nothing, and lacking the means 
of life, are vehement, and, giving the greatest sway to envy, 
let fly their evil darts against the rich, deceived hy the tongues 
of evil leaders. But of the three classes the middle one pre- 
serves cities, watching over whatsoever order the city may ap- 
point And shall I then become an ally to thee ? Ailing 

" Property b decoiu, or divUioa of sotdien. CI. PoUdi, i. 10, 3, anA 
WiugTive'i sale. 

" Thit ii oppowd lo aTi/idtac Oiavf ia rt. 130 h. But I praCu Par- 
ton's emsDd&iion, wc EOhTON Oiiv, in tppeod. kd ToDp.T.iv. p.4fil, 
— " Tolenlibu* Diit." 

" For ihii >ei)uinent cf. ^scb. Scpl. c. Th. 597, sqq. and my aoti oa 
Soph. CEd. CaL p. 101 *q. a. 4, ed. Boha. ' 
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wbat boooarable reaaon to mj citisens? 60 and be wdl ; for 
if 70a jouraelf hare not oounaelled well, it ia too much '^ that 
[jonr] fiUe ahoald preaa upon ua 7 

Cbo. Hehaaemdybutthiaiain the nature of joung men; 
and it ia meet to excuae him* [But to thee, aa to a phjaician, 
O king, we are come.1 

[Adb. In no wiae did I chooae thee for a judge of my mis- 
deada,] nor, if I am found to have done something not aright, 
■a a cnaatiaer and puniaher of it, O king, but that I might 
profit bj thee. But if jou do not wish it, I needs must sub- 
mit to jour determination. For what can I do ? Come, O 
aged women, go Tour wa/, leaving here the dark green sward 
eoTered with fohage,'* and calling the Gods to witness, and 
earth, and the fire-bearing Godd^ Ceres,^* and the light of 
the son, that the prajers made in the name of the Gods avail- 
ed OS not. 

Cea • • • • » who indeed was the son of Pelops, but 
we from the Pelopeian land poss^^ss the same blood on the fa- 
ther a aide with thee. What art thou doing ? Wilt thou desert 
this cause, and cast out from the land old women, who have 
obtained nothing of what were meet for them ? Do not so ; 
for the wild beast has the rock for its refuge, and the slave 
the altars of the Gods, and a citj tempest-tost is wont to 
crouch down to citj ; for of mortal affairs there is not one 
that ia happj to the ^d. Go, wretched one, from the sacred 
plaina of Proserpine ; go, and entreat by her knees, putting 
forth thine hand, that she bury the bodies of our dead chil- 
dren, O wretched 1 1 my sons whom beneath the Cadroean 
walla I lost. Alaa for me ! Take me, bear, escort, uplift us 
wretched by our aged hand. By thy beard, O friend, O thou 
moat renowned in Greece, I wretched entreat thee, falling at 

" Tbffrt it BO UcuBA, AS Dindorf nippoMS ; but Xiap can neither bear 
tkt tense I btTt tstigned in the tnnsittioii, nor any other. Hermann 
wads riiil; I think mtop is neamr the ductus lineanun. The comip- 
tioa asigkl aritt frooi raX^r, *aXi^, in the terminations of the 



* The Chonit throw down on the ground the branch of tuppUcatioo. 
O. B. 

* 80 called ftots the torch with which she touf ht her daufhicr. 

* The attempi 10 ail up this lamna in the Brubach ed. eannoi bt ro- 
fsffdtd tt of taj authority, althoufh Marklaad hat attached tooM weifhl 
la tht Matttabt tk u i td. Pitthtutktht 
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thr knee and band, to take compassion oa at a aapplumt on 
benalf of mj children, like some wanderer, uttering a piteous, 
jHteous dii^e ; and I beseech 70U, m; son, not in tbj jotag 
yean to behold my children unburied in the land of Cadmiu, 
ajo/towild beasts. Look upon the tear on mine eyelids, who 
thna fall at thy knees, [craving] to obtain a tomb for mj 
children. 

Thes. Mother, whf 
mcnta upon thine eje 
of these women ? for sou, 
UpUft thioe hoaiybead; 
lowed hearth of Ores. 

JEtii. Alas I 

Toes. It is not for thee to 

Sun. unhappy women. 

TeE3. Thou art not of thei 

JEtd. Shall I, O son, speak soi 
thee and the city ? 

Tbes. Ay, since there are many t 



Dg tby slender gar- 
the unhappy groana 
tered my mind also. 
9, sitting at the hat- 



troubles of these. 



honourable both for 
se things eren from 



JEjn. But the word, which I conceal, tends to hesitation. 

Tqes. Thon speokest of a base thing, to hide good [advice] 
from friends. 

^Tit. I will not then by silence incur bhime hereafter, 
in that I on this occasion basely kept silence, nor, fearing 
lest it be useless for women to speak well, wiU I through 
timidity let go the honourable advice I have to offer. I, O 
son, bid thee first consider whether thou mayest not err tn 
dishonouring the things belonging to the Gods ; for in this 
alone thou wilt err, being right in the rest. MoreoTer, if it 
vren not fitting to be bold on account of the injured, I should 
hare kept complete silence. But now this both brings credit 
to thee, and to me brings no fear of recommending it, son, 
that you should by thioe hand bring to a compulsion vio- 
lent men, and those who lestrain the dead from obtaining k 
share of sepulture and funeral rites, and to stop them from 
coDfouodtng the laws of all Greece. For this it is that keeps 
together the cities of men, when each one well preserves the 
laws. But some one will ssy, that, through cowardice of 
hand, when there was an opportunity for thee to obtain a 

"iwn of glory for the city, through fear thou didst stand aloof. 
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nd that thoa indeed didsl cncoaoter a contest with a savage 
boar, toiUng through a mean kboor; but tliat where it be- 
hoved thee to look to the heUnet, and the spear^s point, thou 
wast found a dastard. Do not then, being mj son, O child, 
act thus. Dost thou perceiTe how thy country, ncoked at for 
want of counsel, looks savage upon her scoffers? For amidst 
toils it increases. But states that quietly act in darkness, see 
also things darkly, through [overj care. Will you not, O 
•on, go to the aid of the dead, and^ of wretclied women in 
want For neither do I fear for thee, setting out in a just 
eanse ; and seeing the people of Cadmus to have fared well, I 
am confident that it will yet cast anotlier throw of the die ; for 
the deity is wont to turn all things upside down. 

Cna O thou most dear to me, thou hast spoken well both 
for this man and myself; and this becomes a twofold joy. 

T^ES. %lj words, O mother, which have been spoken, arc 
correct in reference to this man, and I have pronounced my 
opinion of the devices through which he erred. But I also 
perceive this, wherein thou advisest mc, that it is not suitable 
to my character to shun dangers. For liaviog done many hon- 
ourable deeds, I have cliosen this conduct towards the Greeks, 
ever to be a chasti^er of the bad. It is not therefore possible 
for me to be faint-hearted in toils. For what will the ill-dis- 
posed among mortals say of me, when thou, my mother, fear- 
ing for me, art the. first to bid mc undergo this trouble? I 
will go and do this, and will liberate the dead, having pcr- 
snaded by words ; but if not, this shall be brought to paM by 
force of the spear, if the Gods be not envious." But I wish 
this to be approved^ by the whole city, and it will be so, if I 
desire it. But by giving [the power] of consulution [to the 
people], I shall find the public better disposed. For truly I 
Drought them to a monarchy, having freed this city, so as to 
have an equality of suffrage. But taking Adrastus as a proof 
of what I say, I will go to the multitude of them, and having 
pe r suaded [them of] this, having assembled the chosen youth 

■ W« Bast, I think, read ;i4 •vji, with Markknd and Hennann, or 
thflv vill bt a ■olcciuB. 

* Thatraa* thoosh poww u d of Booarchv, (va. 353,) ihovt tho oztont 
of lis liaiitatifln by tno ioo^|rf4Mi in vi. 3i6, and tho eattooB of lajiaf 
€v«7 fustioa boteo tho poopio. I have tiaaolalod Wu ia iu ~ 
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of tbe Athenians, I wUl come hither, tnd sittiiig in snso,** I 
wQl aend word to Creon, begging for tbe bodies of tbe ibin. 
Bd^ O ■god women, take awaj the billowed garluida &om 
mj motlur, that I toAj lead her to the bouse of .^^eus, tooch- 
ing ber detr bund. For unhappjr is tlu child who does twt 
da aenioB to his parents ; since, baring bratowed the Eurest 
gift,** if be bestow it on bb pttrenla. he to tuni receiTtt it 
from bia dnldren. 

Cho. TIlou borse-feed ban my father-land, 

tboa hut heard, thou ba ti these words of k 

Idn^ boij in respect to the a mighty Peiasgia ** 

and in Argos. Oh I may I the end of, and eren 

beyond, my ills, bear off lined delight of tbe 

mother,** and make the land rie&dly by beneStiiig 

it A ^ocious adornment pious labour, aad it 

poaiesaea a grateful claim" . >. What deten&ioa- 

tioawiU the city ratify? .t ht ami^** with me, 

and shall we obtain sepulture ibi ' children ? Aid a 
mother, tbou city of Palb3, aid, in order that thou mayest 
not defile the hiws of the Gods.** Tboa indeed dost nrereoe* 
justice, and assigniug the weaker share to ityostice, tboa ercr 
aidest every one uubappy. 

Tees. Erer exerciung this art, thon servest the citj and 
myself bearing messages as herald. But do tboa, paasing be- 

Cd Asopus and the water of Ismcnus, speak thus to the 
ghty ruler of the Cadmeians. ** Theseus b^s of the«^ aa 
a favour, to inter" the coiBes, conceiving that, as dweUia^ in 
a neighbonring land, be should obtain it, and for thon to makm 
friends of the whole people of the sons of Erectbeas." And if 
they are willing to acquiesce, come back again ; but if tbe^ re- 
» cr. Tw. CW, G7-1. 

** Cf. Arutot. CEcon. i. 3, 5 jdp Br £ nvfUvM lit airrnn^c vm^^mm, 
vaXipca^'Cmrai vofM ji»vfi«nar*2vt>aroMTtc JyiYrWf- *'*"! 1T1> 

*' L «. PcIopoDDcnu. Thii ii UiugriTe'i ciBendaiwtt fat fuvsXa ' 
JliXaryia. Heniunii obmres, "pcniatt ad huDc dativwa M ad a^ 
queotik roabulum iaia." 

* i. «. ths lUtn childreu of Ilia ArgiTo motlien. 
" Pot (hU khm of xii^c d. Arut. EheL u. J, S. 

" Tl^Hiv fiKia, Mean omwo, eil witmrfa panel Tictimanua Jmrnrm 
•■i rifi aw acn fadns. &i: apna riiwiii; HvwerZaf ri^Ptir. Muuuakb. 

* Poi ilia coaslnictioii cf. £tch. Tbeb. 14, flialt a^^Tai* mml fcaS* 
'nWfirt' BMfuIn, rifidt /li '(akii^nrai »«ri, UaZTUX. 

** i> a. 1« peraut hia is iatcr. Sea ""^'■~'- 
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aad that ihon indeed didit enooanter a oootest with a savage 
boar, ioiUng throagh a mean labour; but that where it l^ 
bofed tbee to lode to the helmet, and the q>ear^i point, thoa 
wasi found a dastard. Do not then, being mj son, O child, 
act tboa. Dost thoa perceive how thy country, scoffed at for 
wantof counsel, looks savage upon htf scoffers? For amidst 
toils it increases. But states that quietly act in darieness, see 
also things darkly, through [over J care. Will you not, O 
•on, go to the aid of the doid, and' of wretched women in 
want For neither do I fear for thee, setting out in a just 
eanse; and seeing the people of Cadmus to have fared well, I 
am coofidentthat it will yet cast another throw of the die; for 
the ddty is wont to turn all things upside down. 

Cna O thou most dear to me, thou hast spoken well both 
tor this man and myself; and this becomes a twofold joy. 

T^ES. My words, O mother, which have been spoken, ore 
correct in reference to this man, and I have pronounced my 
opinion of the devices through which he erred. But I also 
perceive this, wherein thou advisest me, that it is not suitable 
to my character to shun dangers. For having done many hon- 
oorable deeds, I have chosen this conduct towards the Grcckss 
ever to be a chastiicr of the bad. It is not therefore possible 
for me to be faint-hearted in toils. For what will the ill-dis- 
posed among mortals say of roe, when thou, my mother, fear- 
ing for me, art the.first to bid mc undergo this trouble? I 
wUl go and do this, and will liberate the dead, having per- 
suaded by words ; but if not, this shall be brought to paM by 
force of the spear, if the Gods be not envious." But I wish 
this to be approved^ by the whole city, and it will be so, if I 
desire it. But by giving [the power] of consultation [to the 
people], I shall find the public better disposed. For truly I 
brought them to a monarchy, having freed this city, so as to 
have an equality of suffirage. But taking Adrostus as a proof 
of what I say, I will go to the multitude of them, and having 
pe r suaded [them of] this, having assembled the chosen youth 

■ W« Bast, I think* read ;i4 •ijfi, ^ith Markknd and Henatnn, or 
thflv vill bt a aolcciuB. 

* Thwr— , tkoo^ powa m d of oiooarchv, (vt. 353,) akovi tho oztint 
of lis liaiitatifln by tko tmmlnifU ia vi. dSS, and tho eoftooi of Uyinf 
bttet Iks ptopit. I kavs tnaslolod Wu ia iu ~ 
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TBea. XLis ber ild is s clever fellow lad a dabbleH^ in talk. 
Bat since ihaa also hast exerciaed thjrself in this cMateEt," 
listen ; for thou bast proposed a dispute of words. There ia 
nottung more hostile to a city than a tyrant, under whom, in 
the first and chiefeat place, there bi« not laws in comiooD, bat 
eoe maa, keeping the law himself to himself," has the awaj, 
and this ia do longer eguaL But the laws being written, the 
weak and the rich have id it is in the power 

of the weaker to answ ts in the aanke words, 

when he hears ill Ung reaker, haring & jun 

caose, prevails orer the i ["?] too is of libmy. 

"Who, having some { :ity, is willing to bring 

it in the middle [of ^ous is the man who 

wishes this ; but be ^. «, u t, is sileDt WbM i* 

there more equal for a citj And tmlj where the 

pet^le is the ruler*" of t lights in a snpplj of 

rsUant citixens. But a m, ; thinks this haUefal, 

and slajs the best men, whom □>. .^...^ are wise, fearing for 
his tyranaj. How then can a city thus become strong, when 
some one j^moves boliioes^ and pludu oS the choice jouths,*' 
like the crop from the vernal meadow ? Whj thcat ahoold 
one obtain wealth and anstenance for one's children, in otder 
to ttnl out more means of living for a tTrant ? Or for daagli- 
ters, afW living a virgin's life bonouiably in one's bonae, to btt 
a pleasant delight for a tTrant, when he wishes it, but tears lor 
those who prepare [the delight].** May I noloogerlive^ifmjr 
children be espoused bjr force. And these words indeed I hxn 

** Unptpyirm Muktuid regudi u mcaniui ■ bad tftiitom, froea lb* 
■cnte of raaa in compMitioa ^ ^rvM. It ntMT seana l» aw lodaaata 
K penoD who docs loiiieUuiat not properlj twlooginf to U* owa ^nit. 
bting u it vera « rofupynv ta his leptimala callmf. Henea 1 ihaald 
unddituid waptpjariK Uyw lo denote a kind of *—*'*■" spwk^, n 
liu;ei'«n of xeitnci and debitinc cIuIm, Ac 

" i. a. of oniary. 

" Fonon hippily conipan* £«cb. Pram. IM, alT In rfmxis >■• 
irap' JavTu ri luctuw fywr Ziit. 

" An uloiioo to tha fotmula, rif d-ftpiiuy ^eiXfru. CL AiiMopk. 
The*. 379. Aehun. *i. 

*• We mnit read ivNttk. with Markl. Dind. 

** CMnpare the condna of Thnajbalna in HeradatusT.fi, and efTW> 
quia in Liv. i. 

" ^^fh it MirTflanil'a irrpianatKin; ^ Kj**^ TM^ylffff pifflj ^f^^f^ ^iib, 

-Iwottld read iw^M 11 ra% 7M«e«, wUdl HaiklMd b^^ ' ' 

VBj of explanalun. 
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bnrtedoQttothjramarkA. But what requiring from this land 
art tboa eome? Tboo wonldst have come to thj cost, forsooth, 
speaking toperfluoiulj, had not the citj sent thee. For it id 
the dotT of a messenger to speak whatever anj one ordains, and 
to go back again as quick as possible. And for the future 
let CreoQ send some less talkative messenger than thyself to 
mj citj. 

Cea Alas ! alas ! how do the evil vaunt, when the deit/ 
grsots them good, as though thej were ever to be prosperous ! 

Her. I will speak now ; for of what has been contested- 
let these seem goidd to thee, but to me the contrary. But I, 
and the whole Cadmean people^ forbid thee to admit Adras- 
tns into this land ; but, if be is in the land, do thou be- 
Ibre the radiant light of the God sets, having broken the 
aacred mjsterj of the [suppliant] garlands, drive him out 
of this country, nor attempt to bury the dead by force, 
ainee you have nothing to do with the city of the Argives. 
And if indeed you obey me^ without waves thou wilt steer 
along thy city ; but if not, a mighty wave of war will be 
upon thee and thine allies. But consider, and do not, being 
wrath at my words, as forsooth possessing a free city, reply 
in words swelling into manual strength.^' Hope arising from 
the arms is the wor5t tiling for mortals ; it has set together 
many cities, carrying their rsge to excess. For when war is 
put to the vote of tlie city, no one any longer considers his 
own death, but turns away this misfortune upon another.^^ 
But if death were before the eyes in giving tlie vote, Greece, 
mad with war, would never have been undone. And yet all 
we men know which is the better of two words, the good and 
bad, and how much better than war for mortals is peace, which 
io the first place is most beloved by the Muses, and hostile to 
lamentations, and is delighted with a flourishing offspring, and 
rejoices in wealth. We fools, leaving these advantages, take up 
war, and we enslave, men men, and city city. But thou art 
benefiting the dead enemies to tbe Gods, burying and bearing 
off those whom insolence has destroyed. Does not the body of 

* im ^pmxiivwp. At krmckim and Uerrii amooff t2i« Latins, so ^p«x** 
•MC aaoof the Greckfl, dmotrt itrcogUi, force. MABKLASdK 

«• L e. be tkinka that be abaU e^ape. bat that bia ncifbbcMir vill UX\, 
The reader maj eospare tbe rraaoninf of Bob Acra^ Rivals Act ▼• 
3. 
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viiuu an wiser than Jove, 

j Gods justly destroy the wicked. It behc 
first to love their children, and then their pj 
I which it befits them to increase, and nc 
Dangerous is a daring pilot and sailor in a 
quiet one at the opportune moment Am 
cretion b Talour.^ 

Coo. Sufficient was Jove to panish thei 
jon not to offer this so great an insult^ 

Adb. O thou most base— 

TnES. Silence, Adrastus, restrain thj m 
bring out thj sayings before mine, for this f< 
as herald to thee, but to me. Us too it ia m 
And first indeed I will answer thee in refen 
words. I am not aware that Creon ia mj 
the greater power, so as to compel Athens to 
For matters would thus be flowing upwards 
were to be commanded. But I do not ente 
I, who neither came with these into the land 
\m^ I think fit to burj the corses of the dead, i 
to the city, nor bringing on manslajing conti 
ing the law of all the Greeks in generaL 
things is not honourable ? For even if ye bav 
thing at the hands of the Argives, they are dc 
pelied the enemy with credit to yourselves, b 
to them, and justice is accomplished.^ AUoi 

^ Cfl JE«ch. Sept. c Th. 427. All this pusair.* :• 
• So Falstaff in «>••'' 
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now hidden in the earth. For from whence each [particle] 
entered into the hodj» thither has it gone, the spirit indeed to- 
wardi the skj, hut the bod j to earth.^ For we do not possess 
thia [hodj] as oar own sare for to dwell in it during life, and 
then^the earth] that nurtured it must needs receive it Dost 
thoa think to no harm to Arg08» b j not bmying the dead ? 
Bj no means. This is a common question for idl Greece, if 
anj one^ defrauding the dead of what thej ought to obtain, 
ahall keep them unburied; for it bears a reproach to the 
bravCy if this law be laid down. And to me indeed thou hast 
come, threatening terrible words ; but je are afraid of the 
dead, if thej bo hidden in the earth. Lest what should 
happen ? Lost being buried they dig up your land, or in the 
recesses of the earth bring forth children, from whom some 
revenge will come ? A foolish waste, forsooth, of the tongue is 
this, to fear wicked and empty terrors. But, O ye vain ones, 
learn the ills of mankind. Our life is a struggle ; and some 
of mortals are quickly prosperous, but some hereafler, and 
some already. But fortune wantons ; for by the unhappy it 
is lionoured, in order that he may be fortunate ; but the 
prosperous raises it aloft [with pmise], fearing that its gale 
should leave him. It bcliovcs us then, knowing these things, 
both being moderately injured, to bear it not with wrath, 
and to do such injuries as hurt not the state. How then can 
it be ? Permit us, wiio wish to act piously, to bury the corses 
of the dead. Or plain is my conduct afterwards. I will go 
and bury them by force. For never shall it be spread abroad 
among the Greeks, that the ancient law of the Gods, coming 
to me and to the city of Pandion, was violated. 

Cna Be of good cheer. At least whilst preserving the 
light of justice, thou wilt escape from many [evil] words of 
men. 

Heb. Dost thou wish that I briefly confer with thee ? 

Trxs. Speak, if you wish aught For truly thou art not 
prone to silence. 

Heb. Thou ahalt never take the children of the Argives 
from oar land. 

» <X Vakkm. Dintr. i ri. So Phocylid. Gnom. p. 107, in Poetu Min. 
UmifM yJt^ i€Tl Oi09 XP'f^C Oy^roiwt tal i/cwy. lAfM yap U raifC 
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Tbks. And heuf me io turn, if jou ere willing. 
HsK. I will hear ; for it is meet to give a tarn. 
Thes. I will burjr the dead, taking tliem out of the Aso 
piAnlaad. 

Her. Then thou must first run a risk amidst shields. 
Thes. I indeed have endured mnnj' other labours.*' 
Her. Did then your sire beget thee to be equal to all ? 
~ ■ ;: but the good we 



do many things. 
, it prospers much. 
o\m rac« ninjr catch 

dragon would be Tft- 

but now thou art jet 



Tubs. Ay, as many as . 
chastise not. 

Hbr. Thou and tby city 

Thes. And therefore lab 

Hbr. Come, tlutt the sp 
thee in the city. 

Thes. What warrior spr 
liont? 

Her. Thou shalt know 
a youth. 

Thes. Thou shalt not movi^ .... i angered in mind by 

thy braggart word:^. ISut dojmrt from the land, taking with 
thee the vain words thou broughtest. For we do no good [bj 
dallying]. Let every man full armed, and mounted in chuiots, 
and let trappings on the foam-distilling mouths of the mngle 
horses, be moved towards the Codmean earth. For I will go 
to the seven gates of Cadmus, myself having the sharp «t«el 
in my hand, myself the herald. But I bid thee remain, 
Adrastua, and not to mix up thy fortunes with me ; for I with 
mine own fortune will lead my army, renowned with a re- 
nowned Bpear. One thing only it behoves thee ; to have [u 
allies] alltheGodswhorevere justices for these thing* joined 
together give victory. But valour profits mortals nought, 
uoltigs one have the deity willing. 

Seuichobus. O wretched mothers of wretched chiefWn% 
how does pale fear at my heart disturb me ! 

Seu. What new voice is this thou utterest? 

Seu. How will the armament of Pallas detennine the qne*- 
tion? 

Sek. Doet thou mean through the spear, or by ogreenuDt 
of words ? 

Sek. That would be profitable ; but if contests of th« 
sword, oombots and breast^miting blows again appear in the 
" 0B(npac-AX*rcf.Diiid.«0TMt3U. 
H S 
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field [of battle], wretched, what aoooant shall I, the caase of 
thi% take on mjielf ? 

Se3L Bot some fate inaj in turn seize upon him that is 
glorioos in prosperi^. This confidence comes around me. 

Sex. Thoa indeed spod^est of the Gods as just. 

Sex. For what other beings distribute events? 

Sex. I see much varie^ in the ordinations of the Grods to 
mortals. 

Sex. Aj, for thou art overoome bj th j former fear. Jus- 
tice calls for justice^ and death for death, but the Gods, them- 
selves possessing the bound of all things, give a respite from 
evils. 

Sex. Would that, quitting the water of Callichorus, we 
cooU in an J waj come to the fair-towered plain. 

Sex. If anj one of the Gods would make me winged, that I 
might come to the dtj of the two rivers.^' 

Sex. Thou wouldst see, thou wouldst see the fortunes of 
thjfiriendfl. 

Sex. What hap, what fate can await the warlike king of 
this land? 

Sex. Again we call upon Gods already invoked ; but this 
is the best confidence in fear. 

Sex. Alas ! Jove, thou husband of our ancient mother, the 
heifer [daughter] of Inachus. 

Sex. Be thou for me a propitious allj to this city. 

Sex. Thj glory,^ thy statue placed in the city, I bear 
•way, having been insulted, to the pyre. 

lEnUr a Messenger.] 

Mess. O women, I am come having many pleasant things to 
tell, both being myself saved, (for I was taken captive in the 
battle where the troops of the seven dead chieAains engaged,' 
near the stream of Dirce,) and bearing news of Theseus*' 
victory. But I will free you from a long discourse, for I was 
the servant of Capaneus, whom Jove has reduced to ashes 
with his fire-darting bolt 



"* L •• Atoput and Iimentti. 

** TkU pMcafe is very awkward. Mosfrara'a explanation, in brief, U 
as foUowB. By iywX^ ia meuphoricaUy deitgnatcd the bodies of thv 
fmcfals alaia and deprirvd (itflp^Mv) of scpttltnrs. While liring, tbey' 
iaa ■uuuwf thelwadsiion of tbedty \Uf9fM w4Xi^]. 
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Clio. dearest man, thou teUcat well coDCemiog thy Tb- 
lurii, and tiio report of Theseus. But if the tirmy also oftbe 
Athenians is safe, thou wilt tell ftll things ngreeably, 

KIess. It 19 Eafe, aad has fared as Ad»stus ought to Iutv« 
fared with his Argives, when having led forth from Itiachtu, 
he attacked the city of the Tbebaoa. 

Cho. But how did tl"* ">" "f a^™...- ^ad those who shu«d 
in the enterprise, raiso ^>. of Jove. Sa/, for 

being present [there! tl he ibsenL 

Mess. The shini t elear rule, fell upon 

the eurth, and at t l, I stood a spectator, 

having possessed mjseii u. ; tower. And I per- 

ceive tliree trihea of th niors ; first, an arm- 

bearing mass stretchinf nus' banks, as indeed 

was a report, and the ki..g " owned son of .^^etu, 

and with him, drawn up ig, the inhabitants of 

ancient Cccropio, and the y^ 'sxuli^equipped with 

the spear, close by the founin.u vi s, and the crowd of 

hoiBemen drawn up in equal number at the flaolu^ of tbe 
encampment, and the diariot-vehiclea below the hallowed 
monument of Ampbion. But the people of Cadmus stood 
before the fortification s, placing behind them the dead, aboot 
whom was the contest. And horsemen to boraemen were 
opposed in arms, and chariots to four-horsed chariots. And 
the herald of Theseus spoke these words to all: "Keep 
silence, ye people; in silence hear, ye ranks of tbe Cad- 
meians: we are come for the dead, wishing to biuy them, 
observing the law of all the Greeks, and not wishing to causa 
bloodshed. And Creon made no counter proclamatioD to 
these words, but tate in silence yet in arms. But the driven 
of the four-horsed chariots formwith b^^ the battle^ and 
driving their chariots past each other, tbey set dowD tbe 
warriors [within them] in tbe array at battle. And tbey 
indeed fought with the steel, but they (the drivers) taraad 
back** tbe horses for the contest against tbe warriora. But 
Fhorbus, who was chieftain of the ungle horses of tba 
Erectheids, seeing the confusion of the chariots, and tb«y 



- .. la comC On tbs dispasitiaB «f Ike ai^ 

— le lbs oopiow DotM in Dindort 
** Litanllj, " bam, boidar." 
" On tbM* BsaoniTTM ss* Uhbsbb. 
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nlBo, wlio guariled off the cavalry of Cadmus, joined battle, 
and conquered, and were worsted [in turn]. But seeing, and 
not hearing these things, (for I waa on tlie spot where the 
chariots and their riders were contending,) I know not whicU 
of the many ills there present I shall narrate tirst ; whether 
the dust rising up to heaven, (how much it was,) or of [the 
horsemen] who were borne away up and down by tlic traces, 
and" the (lowing of the shed blood, some indeed falling, but 
others tumbling, like divers, wiili violence to the earth from 
their broken seats, and leaving their life amid the wrecks of 
chariots. But when Creon beheld the army from hence'* 
con(]uering with iis cavalry, seizing a spear in his hand, he 
goes on, before faint -hearted ness seized his allies. And truly 
the troops of Theseus were not spoiled by fear j but they went 
forwards, having snatched up tlieir shining arms,^ and strik- 
ing u]>on the whole centre of tlic [opposing spear, tlie cnemy^ 
slew, were sbin, and confirmed with hearty shouts the cheer 
to one another: " Strike, press the spenr against the sons of 
Erecilieus." And the mnnly band, sprung from the dragon's 
leetb, was a terrible wrestler ; for it made our left lionj give 
way i but their [lefl], worsted by our right, lakes to Higlit, and 
the contest was balaneecl equally. And at this [moment] one 
might praise our general ; for he did not care™ only for this 
the Buccessful side, but he went to that part of liia own army 
which wos in trouble, and burst forth a. loud voice, so that the 
ground under him echoed : " youths, if ye do not restrain 
these sturdy spears of the sown men, the state of Pallos is no 
more," And boldness sprang up among the whole army of the 
Greeks, and he himself, taking his Epidaurian weapon with 
its terrible head, with a whirl he slings it about, reaping nnci 
mowing down at once with tlic wood necks and the heads 
with helmets placed upon them. And with difficulty they 
somehow put the feet [of the Thcbaaa] to flight. But I 
shouted, and danced, and clapped my hands; but they tumM 
towards the gates. And there was noise and lomentalian 



re^lor. Il shoutd hai 

** Tbis il Hennuui's cxcvlJcnl emendilion lor , 

** These linrt ire cilber out of place, or ipurious. u Dindarf conaidcri. 
The ptniciplc si'fiirara'Eavric miui refer to the Thebani. 

** nvtof il Ibc occuulive pluml. uid ({I'pn jncii^it 
jiat.) ^ capita, gua galtat impoiitat habent. So rpaj^i 
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through the city, ot joathe, of old men, and ia terror they 
filled the temples. 13ut, when it was in hia power to hars 
got within the walls, Theseus forbore, for ho said he bad not 
come as about to sack the city, but to demand the dead. Such 
a general it is needful to choose, who is both brave in dan- 
and hates an insolent people ; who, faring well, aod 
"*' ■tddera, lose the prosper- 



■eclfing to scale the b'"*" 
ity it was in their pi 



Cho. Now, bchoI< 
tliere are Gods, and i 
these have paid the r- 

Abrastus. Joi 
mortals are wise? I 
such things as thou 
was once not to be i- 
and youthful in stre 
ment, and offering mtn 
them. But he, on the 



d-for day, I deem that 
re less of caLunitj, aince 



lo they Ray that hajiless 
' we depend, and we do 
wilL For by us Argoa 
i ourselves, being many 
Ics proposing an agree- 
e did not ivish to accept 
icr nmiu, u,:ing then fortunate, like 
a poor man receiving newly- acquired wealth, became inso- 
lent ; and again, the unwise people of Cadmus were tudofte 
in their insolence. O vain of mortals ye, who stretching tbe 
bow beyond what is fitting, and justly sufiering many ills, 
will not be persuaded by your friends, but by circumstanoes. 
And ye cities, when ye have the power of turning from troa- 
bles by discourse, decide matters by bloodshed, Dot by words. 
But why (do I say) this? I wish to know how thon mat 
preserved ; then I will aak the rest. 

]tlcss. \Vhen disturbflnce stirred up the city with the spear, 
I passed through the gates, through which theanny had entered. 
Adr. And do ye cany out the dead, on whose aecoant tha 
contest was ? 
Mess. Ay, all the seven who led the renowned batuliooa. 
Ann. How sayest thou 7 But where is the other mnltitada 
of slain ? 
Mess. They are given to the tomb in the dells of Cithsroo, 
Ads, By their side or ours ? Who buried them } 
Mess. Theseus, where is the shady Eleutheiian rock. 
Adr. But tbe dead, whom he did not inter^ where taaTiii" 
hast thou come ? 

Iklsss. Near at hand. For nesr >• all that bai bwa 
tmledfor. 
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Adb. Did tlie lenrants betr them with dbgost finom the 
bAttle-iIdd? 

Hut. No lenrant presided over this toiL 

Adb. • ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Mbm. Tboo wooUst have said [that he was a noble man], 
if thoo hadst been present, when he tended the dead. 

Adb. Did he himself wash the woonds of the wretched 
[eofies]? 

llBsa. Ajy and he spread the oooches» and covered their 



Adb. a terrible ofltoe^ and fraught with unseemliness. 

Mssa. But what is unseemlj to men in each other's 
troubles? 

Adb. Alas ! how I wish to have died with them I 

Mess. Thou moumest in yaiuy and drawest tears from 
these [women]. 

Adr. I think so indeed, but they themselves teach [me to 
weep]. But come, I will uplift my hand, going to meet the 
dead, and I will pour forth tear-flowing strains of Ilodes, ad- 
dressing mj friends, of whom being berel^ do I weep miser- 
able in solitude. For this waste [of life] having once befallen 
mortalsi it is not possible to recover the soul of man ; but 
there are roads to wealth. 

Coa Some things are well, but some unhappy ; to the city 
indeed b a good report, and to the leaders of the army honour 
(ran the spear is doubled ; but to me it is bitter to behold the 
limbs of my children ; yet an honourable spectacle, if indeed 
I shall behold an unhoped-for day,^' having seen the greatest 
grief of alL Would that time, the ancient sire of days, had 
made me ever unmarried up to this time. For what need had 
I of children ? For then I should not have expected to suffer 
this excessive calamity, if I bad been free from the yoke of 
nuptials. But now I behold a most evident evil, being de- 
prived of my dearest sons. But now I behold these £>dies 
of my departed sons. Wretched me ! Would that I might 
have died with these children, descending into a coounon 



Adb. O mothers, raise aloud a groan for the dead beneath 
the earthy utter a response having heard my groans. 



* iaXvrtv hdfmp, beosott thtir aoot' bodiss art rttlorcd to tks ritfs 
1} A/^cii'Ta^'^f ^MMMStksywwsalsla. Matthlb. 
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iliold mj fate ? 

rretcbed oae, reft of mj 



)ing bodies of the unhap- 
i,** by wtKnu the conteM 



{ntting mf hands Sor ea- 

17 vms. 



Ctio. O Bona, bitter address for loving mothers^ I addccM 
thee the dead. 

Adr. Akal akst 

Cuo. A7, 1 tadeeil, for my woes. 

Ads. AJu. 

Cuo. • • • 

Adie. We hare "i 

Clio. The wor"' 

Adr. O Argiv 

Clio. We too 1 
children. 

Apr. Bring hither 
pf, alaio not filly, nc 
wu li Dished. 

Clio. Give [them 1 
braces I may place mj 

AuiL Thou hiut, tl> 

Clio. Eaougii weight a 

Ado. Alas ! 

Ciio. But dost thou Dot sajr so for the parenta?** 

Adr. Listen to me. 

Clio. Thou gnwnett for the troubles of both. 

Adr. Would that the ranks of the Cadmeiaiu Lad alaio 
me in the dust.'' 

Cho. But [would] that Q17 peraoa had nerer been yoked 
to wedlock with an/ man. 

Aqs. Behold this sea of troublea, hapleas mothen of 
children. 

Cno. With our noits arc we furrowed, and on oar heads 
hare we poured ashes. 

Adr. Alas ! ahks for me ! for me ! Woold that the 

** Aner Adiutui had tstd riv ifiir wir/iov oic Utpirt, it trooU be 
mora likelj for the Chonii lo uy, ipin jqra tifii, thu tochun to the 
third penon. Sndi, loo, ii tha cooMut mumer of iwpoon is thMSMR 
of Ijrric puufn. 

" Alludiii( puticululT to EIoocIm ud Polynica. Ct Sai^ Btrft, e. 
Th.907 sqq.uid 935. iiar^uile »i fiXMc'SJuit yai nf ilgy, Kii 'we tm 

** 1 UTo Tenlund to nad tliii liaa inunagaiinly, ■■ iilliw bIm I aa^ 
not nndenund iL 

•• Jvan>J««i>-,»iiil^l>iuU«afwsr." ""'■ *I " — ^^J— ',[^ 
•era nl ^r«>M^«f4 NtMT*c nyiumv Ifut^piM*. 
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pUin of the etrth might •wallow me ; would that a whirlwind 
might seise me^ and a flame of fire sent bj Jore fall on m j 
bead.<< 

Ciia Bitter nuptials hast thou witnessed, and a bitter pro- 
phecy of Phcebus. Upon thee hath come the mournful 
ErjnnjSy learing the lonely home of (Edipus.^ 

TuEa. t Being ^ about to ask thee, when thou wert exhaust- 
ing thj lamentations for an army, I will let go, and omit my 
wwds there^ in reference at least to thine affairs ; but now I 
ask Adrastus,t From whence were bom these soldiers sur- 
passing all mortab in a noble spirit ? Tell me, since thou art 
wiser, to these youths of the dtixens, for thou art skilled in 
this. For I saw greater deeds of daring done by them, than 
one can describe in words, by which they hoped to take the 
dty. But one thing I will not ask thee, lest I incur a debt of de- 
rision, viz. against whom each of these was fitted in the fight,® 
or [from whose] spear of the enemy he received a wound. For 
thoe stories arc vain both for the hearers and the speaker, 
who, having gone out in battle, while spears were thickly 
moving before his eyes, would tell clearly who was a brave 
man. I could neither ask this question, nor believe those 
who dare to answer it For a man who stands confronted to 

** Ct Virg. J£n. ir. 2 1, Scd mihi vd tcllns optcm prius ima debifcat, 
Vd pater omnipotcns adigit me fulminc ad umbras, Pallentcs umbras 
Er«bi« Boctemqae profuadam." Compare tbc following brilliant panage 
of a Modem dramatist : 

" Why sleep the tbunderbolu t 
If frnm my heart's abyss a cr>' may rise 
To the empyreal throne, heav'n hear mc now ! 
If there be tiereer fire than fell remorse. 
Dart oo me lirini; flames that I may die ! 
Scorch up my veins, and turn my brain to lead, 
Make me a stone, or nothing ! " 

BtDixoriELD's Madeline, Act iiL Sc. 3. 

* So w« find " (Edipodes " in Stat. Theb. i. 48. For the Erinnrs of 
(Edipus cC JBsch. Sept. c Th. 97€, 10&6, with Agam. 1190, 146S. Soph. 
Ant. 603. 

* I hare obelised this Tery corrupt passage, which Dindorf considers 
as iaperlflct, as well as corrupt. See his notes. As far as the present 
test goes. Beck truly says, '* Lectioois ht^us loci prodigium aos inter* 
ycetaiftiir tocns haruspicua oedo." 

* A sneer at the minute descripiiocis of the chieftains in the Sept. 
c. Tk. ef JBickylas. Ct Pkon. 751, 'Om^ I* imwrew l^rfufii wM^i 
Aiyair. 
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the eoetaj, would with difficulty be able to see what U just 
necessary. 

Asn. Hear then indeed ; for truly to me not displcued 
dost thou permit to spcok the praiae and just Uudatioo of 
these, for whom I wiali [to do so]. Seest tliou him tfaroagb 
n-hom the shad of Jove lias flown ? Thia man is CapAseaa, 

who indeed possessed ^ ' "^lut was least of all proud 

of his wealtli, and enWi . its no higher than a poor 

man, avoiding such re sufBcieocy, rerelled in 

[sunipEuous] tables , , the good was not in the 

lood of the belly, bui te portion was saffidcat. 

And he was a true fri<;i both present and abseat; 

of which persons the nu„ great [He was oQ an 

uniting temper, an nfful , having no vain intent 

eitlier towards his scrra is. But I speak [dow] of 

tills second man, Eteoc. who practised goodneas. 

He was a youth, dcficieu. means, but be possessed 

tiie greatest honours in tne yvrgivc land. And when his 
friends often ofiercd gold, he would not receive it into his 
house, so as to make his mannera slavish, being a bondsman 
to wealth. But he hated those tiiat erred, not the city ; taaee 
a city is nought to blame, being in ill repute through a bad 
heloisman. But the third of these, Ilippomedon, waa of tbia 
kind br nature. Being a youth, lie ventured at once not to tain 
liimself to the pleasures of the Jlusca, to softness of life, but 
iniiabiting the liclds, giving hard practice to his nature, h« 
rejoiced in manliness, both going to huntings, and rejoicing in 
horses, aad fitretchtag the bow widi iiid hands, desiring to 
render his body useful to the city. But this other, the aos of 
Atolanta, Parthenopieus, most surpassing in form, waa an 
Arcadian indeed; but coming to the streams of laachna, ba 
passed his boyhood at Argos. And having been trained op 
there, he first of all, (as becomes guests sharing another alatei) 
was not troublesome to nor envied by the city, nor givoa to 
strife of words, from whence a man most chiofly becomca a 
disagreeable citizen and guest But stondiDg in a ****-tiffn, 
lik^jui Argive bom, he defended the country, and wbeocver 
the city was faring well, he rejoiced ; but bore it ill, if it waa 
at oil unfortonate. And having many loven, and not Sbwct 
among the women, he kept guard not to sin. But the gnat 
pniM of Tydetu I will sum up in briet In worda ba wm 
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aol iwMwm e J , but in the figlit fa conniDg fophitt, and [eon* 
afatfl to deriie wiae tliiiq;t{^ But tboqgh inferior in couniel 
to m brathcr Mekigery be obtuned equal renown through 
the art of the qwar, finding an exact icienoe in the shield. 
Hia teaqier [was] ambitioQa i but hia thoughts rich in deed% 
Mt equally ao in apeedL From the woras thus spoken, O 
TbssenSi BBarrel not that these dared to die before the towers 

fef Thebes]; fbr to be trained up not badlj brings the shame 
efAigraeel. And ererj one who haa studied good deeds is 
aabamed to be eaUed a bad man.^^ But valour is a thing to be 
laanti rinee aehOd is taoffht to aay and hear those thmgs of 
wUdi it haa not the knoinedge. And such things as a boy 
leamii diese be is wont to remember till old agOi Do ye then 
odneate yoor eUldren welL 

Caoii Alaal my child, unhappy did I bear thee, enduring 
panga in laboor. And now Hades possesses the labours of 
Laphm me; and I, a wretched mother, hare no child to 
cherish my old age. 

Tbem. And tnily the Gods, having snatched away the 
noble aon of (Edeua alive into the recesses of the earth, 
diariot and all, clearly give him an eulogy. But, in praising 
the son of CEdipus, I mean Polynices, we should not tell an 
nntruth. For he was a guest of mine, before that, having 
left the dtj of Cadmus, in voluntary exile he passed over to 
Aigos. But dost thou know what I wish thee to do con* 
ocming these things? 

Adb. I know not, save one thmg, to yield obedience to thy 



TBcSb Capaneus, who was stricken by the fire of Jove— 

Adb. What, dost thou wish to buiy" him apart, as a 

ered corse? 

Tbxs. Tci^ but all the others on one single pile. 

Adb. Whm then wilt thou place a memorial for him apart? 

Tnxa. Here^ having erected a tnmb close by the house. 



** Aa ohviomlj fMrioas line, at detected by Ponon. 

** la compirinf the ckaricten of the terea chieAiuBS ss sivca ittpect* 
ifiljr hv iBackylos tad Euri^det. it will be veil to rtOMinber thet 
JUekjnM preierrcd tbe BMre terrible sttribotet of fioleat oounce sad 



• at eMtatid to tbe Titan omadettr of hie poetfy, ti^ile Boiip&deib 
as Ike tLH T~ pli<r poet, kaadled tbe dosMttio M V ^ sad dwaU woo the 
ttaiaiaa of the mbm dunctem 
^Lctsbaakitbodj. Sss Msifckad. 
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Adr. Tlii> labour then Bhall be the task of my s 

Tbes. But these [coraes] oar [task]. But let the load of 
corsea approach. 

Adr. Come, wretcheil motbera, near your chQdreo. 

Tbes. By no taeaiia, Adrastus, dost thou aayttua fittingly. 

Adie. Uow is U not fitting for mothers to touch their 
children ? 



' beheld these chutgcd to 
ht of cones even M the 
ish to add griefs to these ? 
s yoa to rcnuuD patiently, 
re have put them on the 
elves. wretched ye of 
an and cause slaughter 
laviog ceased from toils, 
et. Tlie affair of life is 
through this as easily as 



Thes. They 
nnotlier colour ; 
lime of death.'' 

Acs. Thou y.. 
for Theseus says i 
£rc, ye shall take 
monals ! Why 
against each othi 
guard the cities, »,. 
small, but it behoi 
possible, and not wim i„, 

Cno. Ko longer [am I] pos.wssed of ftiir children or fair 
offspring, nor liave I a share of happiness among the Argive 
mothers, nor will Diana who presides over childbirth salute 
u3 childless. And our life is unhappy, and like some wan- 
dering cloud, I flit beneath the Btonny winds. We seren 
wretched mothers brought forth seven sons, the most re- 
nowned among the Argives ; and now without son, without 
child I grow old most miserably, deemed neither among the 
dead, nor among the living," but having some lot apart from 
[both] these, tears ore left for me ; the sad memorials of jbj 
■on lie at home, shorn tresses and garlands of hair, and liba- 
tions to those gone dead, songs, which golden-haired Apollo 
ici-eives not. And wakened betimes by groans, I shall ever 
with tears bedew the damp folds of my robe upon my breast. 
And truly I perceive here the couch of Capaneus, and his 
sacred tomb, and without the divellinj the offerings of The- 
seus to the dead, and Evadne, the renowned wife of this man 
that was slaia by lightning, near at band, whom king; Ipbia 

" i. t, the sppesnnce of iho ie%d . 
dcalh ; how much ihe wofm, adrt lix ilajn Ltd cUp«cd, 
c!«n(»d tnd deformed ! See MarkUnd. 

" Cf, Soph. Anl. 650, ti H-aratvf, oSt' i*- flfof«is «Sr' Iv 
Mircucsc, oi Zieiv, •» SaMvnv. 
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htgft 9M Ut daughter. Why stands she on the sky-towering: 
wwk which tears ite height shore the house, treading her way 
hither. 

ETASan. What Ucht, what rsdUinejr did the sun then hear 
ia his chariot^ and the nxKm in the ether, where the swift* 
■Mfiag BjB|dis^ drive their lamp through tlie night ^ ^ * 
wiwn nr tlie nuptials of me and mj brasen-ann^ spouse 
ns the dty of Ams ndeed aloft a song of good for« 
In swift course ftantie I have come mm mj house^ 



to possess the ilame of fire and seeking the same tomb^ to rest 
in Hades my wearisome life and the toib of life. For sweetest 
is the dttth to die in compsnj with djing firiends, if the deity 
iadesd decree this. 

Caa And truly thou beholdcst this pile, near which thou 
stsndesi, the treasure-cliest^ of Jove, where thy husband 
liei^ subdued by the flashing thunderbolts. 

EvADu I indbed see the end where I am standing ; and the 
good fortune of my journey befalls me ; but for the sake of 
good repute I will rush from this rock, leaping among the 
lames, and amid the ghiring (ire having mingled my body dear 
to my husband, placing my skin near his, [I will come] to 
the chambers of Proserpine, never by life betraying thee who 
art dead beneath the earth. Farewell the light, and nuptials* 
May sooM^ union in rightful marriage befall my descendantu 
in Argos, unto whom a faithful wedded husband is loved b^ 
n wife with the uncomipted breath of a noble souL 

Coa And truly hither thy father himself draws nigh, the 

** At Um njmpbt attend Diuu, to the moon may be «aid to hare limi. 
far tUendanu. Thii U Xlarkland's explanation. But if we remember 
that tiM Pleiadc8» Hyadct, and other conttellationt, were nymphs who hadl 
«btaiacd a place in the hearent, there ia little difficaltj about the epithet, 
Sss arr aece on iSach. Ag. 4. 



merely to mean that at Jore had cauMd the death oi 
to Ut funeral pile contained what wat pleatins tnd grateful to 
Jevc Tbs eoouncntaton hare overlooked the tente 5C Oveiivp^ ■■ a 
cadBtt, ticamfe-chett. Cf. Bot and Wettt. on Matth. ii. 11. 

** Diadofrt text and notct are alike ditfigtutd by the typographical 
■Httsks leiec I* ibr S#mc ^. But, at Hermann obtertet, twt ^»6 ei » 
faastltcittt,saJ hs would read 8ftiy^4r»wc»»«»yhtytt^yS#otC*fi^ni> 
Hm, Bat the BMtrt will tcaicelycorretpoad with the itrophioyertt 1006. 
In eiplaising the patiaft I hays followed Heath. Smmixtiic 'f***^ 
wrhkkwmUd hays been the tioiple trpwtiion, it smplMlsd, and joinsd 
wMk dUxVb ss in ftagsi. iaotit. vism y4^ dj^ 7«H *Hnc M^ 
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tged Ipbia» to a new di8ooiine» which not haying kaovik* 
fore» he will be grieved to hear. 

Ipbis. O thoa unhappj woman, and I onhappj old aiii 
I am come, having a twofold grief in mr house ; being iM 
to pilot into his (ather^land mj son J^teocloi^ who died If 
the spear of the Cadmeians, and seeking slso mj dsogbta^ 
who, the wife of Cspaneos, has harried oat of sight fronaf 
dwelling, wishing to die with her husband. For the pRfiM 
time indeed she was kept guarded in the hoase; bat naeil 
in present troublesi have relaxed the watching, she hss goBfr 
Bat I suppose she is most likelj to be here. Saj, if je hm 
seen her. 

£vAD. Why dost thoo ask these women ? Here I spia 
this rock, and like some bird, am arranging an onhappj bil- 
ance^^ above the pile of Capaneus, O fiuher. 

Iph. My child, what gale [has borne thee hither] ? Wkt 
is this garb ? For sake of what, quitting thj hoose^ bait 
thou come into this land ? 

EvAD. Thou wouldst conceive anger on aocoant of mj 
plans, if thou didst hear them. But I would not have thee 
hear, fatlier. 

Iph. What ! Is it not right for thy father to know ? 

EvAD. Thou wouldst be an unwise judge of my resdotioo. 

Ini. But on what account dost thou deck thy body in this 
adornment ? 

EvAD. Tliis garb has some new design, O father. 

Ipn. [Ay, it must,] for thou art not in becoming mounuDg 
for thy husband. 

EvAD. [No,] for I am dressed for some newlynkvised 
matter. 

Iph. And dost thou then appear near the tomb and pile? 

EvAD. For here indeed I come a glorious conqueror. 

Ipn. Conquering what conquest 7 I wish to learn from thee. 

EvAD. All women, whom the sun beholda. 

Iph. In the works of Minerva, or in wisdom of mind 7 

EvAD. In virtue ; for dying I shall lie witli mj hosband. 

Iph. What ^saycst thou ? What is this tmsoand enigma 
dial thou showest ?^ 

"* The force of covfiC^ leems to be, 'W am cndeavooriiup to antafe 
fli^ — ^ ivii fttiily." -^ "^ .M— , 

Tmiajyu, mith MarkUnd. 



192 SUPPLIANTS. 1065-1107. 

Erjjk I will kap upon this pyre of dead Capaneua. 

Ipb. O daughter, speak not this word before many. 

Etadu This Terj thing I desire all the Argives to know. 

Ipii. But I will not acquiesce in thy doing this. 

Etadu *T1s all the same. For thou shalt not succeed in 
seising me with thj hand. And truly my body is let go^ a 
thing to thee not pleasant, but to me and my husband who is 
burned with me. 

[Sle easa kenelf/ram the rock upon the funeral pile.'] 

Cna Alas ! O woman, thou hast done a dreadful deed. 

Ipb. I wretched am undone, ye daughters of the Argires. 

Cna Woe ! woe ! Suffering tliesc wretched things, thou 
wretched wilt behold a deed of all daring. 

Ipii. Thou canst not find another more wretched. 

Cro. Alas thou wretched I lliou hnst shared a part of the 
fate of (Edipus, old man, both thou and my unhappy city. 

Ipn. Alas ! why is not this [permitted J to mortals, twice 
to be youths, and old men again, in turn ? For in our houses 
indeed, if any thing is not in a good state, we put it right by 
after thoughts ; but ago it is not in our power [to amend]. 
But if we twice were youths and old men, if any one erred, 
obtaining a twofold life, wc should correct it. For I, per- 
ceiving others begetting children, was both a great lover of 
children, and was. undone with my desire [of tiiemj. But if 
.1 had come to this, and, having begotten [children J, had ex- 
perienced what it is for a father to be deprived of his offsprinrr, 
I should never have fallen into this coil which now [I suffer], 
I who, having begotten and given life to the noblest of youths, 
am after that now bereaved of him. Be it so. What does it 
behove liTctched me to do ? To go home ? And shall I then 
behold much desolation of my house, and destitution for my 
life ? Or shall I go to the dwelling of this Capaneus ? Most 
pleasant indeed [it was] to me before, [when] my daughter 
was yet living ; but she is no more, wlio ever used to press 
my beard to her mouth, and held this head in her hand. But 
nothing is sweeter to an aged sire than a daughter ; for the 
souls <^ males are greater, but less sweet for coaxings. Will 
je not with all haste conduct me into tlie house, and give me 
to darkness, where, with fastings wasting away my aged frame, 
I SMj perish? What will it avail mo to touch the bones of 
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my child? O Mgp, diffiealt to eombtft with* how, powewing 
thee, I hate thee, and hue whoever deeire to leiythen out 
existence; with food, with drink, end with spdb tumnf 
Mide the stxeam, so as not to die^ whom it became^ since thsj 
nought benefit the earth, to pass awaj in d«itl^ and iMks 
way for the yoong. 

Caa Aks ! hither already are the bones of my dain sons 
carried. Take hold, ye servants, of a tottering oU woasaa. 
(for I have no strength through grief for my children,) and 
one who has lived for a long time^ and b wasting awiqr with 
many griefs. For what greater suflforing than thla canst thoa 
find for mortals, than to behold their chudren dead ? 

BoT. I bear, I bear, O miserable mother, the remains of iny 
lather from the pile, a weight not light, indeed, for woesi but 
{dicing mine all in a little space.*^ 

Cuo. Woe 1 woe I whither art thoa bearing a raliiect of 
tears for the loving mother of the slain, and a little mass of 
cinders in place of bodies'' once renowned in MyoensB? 

BoT. Alas ! alas ! And I wretched, reft of my unhappy sire^ 
shall lead an orphan life receiving a lonely home, not [cherish* 
ed] in the arms of the sire who gave me life. 

Cuo. AlasI alas! For where is the laboor of my childxen, 
where the joy of nuptials, and the nurture given bj a mother, 
and the sleepless duties of the eye, and the fond applicatioiia of 
the face? 

BoT. They are gone ; thy children are no more, mother; 
they are gone. The sky now possesses them wasted in the 
smouldering of the flame, and they have winged their rapid 
flight to Hades. 

Hot. Father, hearest thou the wailings of thv chOdren ? 
sLkU I ever hereafter, shield in hand, avenge thy death ?** 

Cbo. May it be so, my child. 

BoT. Yet with God's will may satisfaction for my aire 
befall me. Not yet does this foul deed slumber.** 

"* Cf. ^fch. Ac. 443, irvDMeiv i{ IX/ov flktHc wi/twu flof^ ^^ 
iwidgfivrw dynivopot ^vocov ytfiiZ^y Xi/S^rac f Mirovc, which mn^d 
tlmoti M A paraphrase of the present passaf^. 

" Cf. JEsch. Aff. 54, iifivtartipii wivov hpraklx^v MvarrtiC' 

" I read a'vrcrMro^c, with Canter, Dind. Matthis Tiinlj detads the 
common reading. 

** i> e. it is not forgotten. 

o 



Caa AltsI Enoogh of grous for my forCune, and enough 
of griofii is present to me. 

BoT. Will Uie stream ofAsoposTet receive me, s general of 
dw Danaids in golden armomv avenger of my daid lather? . 

BoT. Still do I seem to behold the^*« father, in mj sight 

Cea Fladng a sweet kiss upon thj chin. 
* BoT. Andthecheeringorderof thj words — 

Caa Is gone, borne in the air. 

Bor. Andthegrieisof two he hath left to his mother. 

Cno. Bat grief for thy sire will never quit thee. I have 
so great a weight as that which has undone me. Come^ to mj 
bfeast I press [mj son*s] ashes. 

Bor. I weep^ hearing this most hateful word. It has 
tooched me to the soaL 

Cna O child, thou art gone; no more shall I behold thee, 
the dear darling of thj mother. 

Tres. Adrastus, and je women of the Argive race, behold 
these children bearing in their hands the bodies of their ex- 
cellent sires, which I recovered. With these I and the city pre- 
sent tiiee. But you it behoves to be mindful to preserve gra- 
titode for these, seeing what tilings je have obtained from me. 
And to these children I have secretly spoken the same words, 
that they honour this city from one generation to another 
condnualiy, handing down the memory of what things je 
have obtainecL .But Jove be witness, and the Gods in heaven, 
of what things being accounted worthy by us, ye wend your 
way. 

Adb. Theseus, we are conscious of all the good that thou 
hast done for the land of the Argives standing in need of 
benefactors. And we shall feel a gratitude never growing 
old ; for having been treated nobly, we ought to treat you so 
in return. 

TiiES. What other things does it behove me to minister to 
joa? 

Ads. Fare thee well, for thou and thy city are worthy. 

Trbs. Thb shall be ; and mayest thou too obtain the same. 

Mdtbbta* (iwddenfy appearing.) Hear, O Theseus, these 

" llsmkl,i.3. 

** My lather, methiaks I set nn j iatbtr. 
Ifwrnl, Wbert, nn j lord t 
HmmL la nn j miaa's tyt." 
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conuiwnds of Athena, which it behoves thee to fulfil, and 
having done so, to benefit jour own interests. Give not these 
bones to these boys to b^ to the Argive land, letting them 
go thus eanlj ; but in requital for thy toils and those of the 
ei^, first receive an oath. And this must Adrastus needs 
■wear ; be is the fit person, being the ruler, to plight an oath on 
behalf of the whole land of Danaus' sons. And the oath ahall 
be— that never ahall the Argivi d this land a hostile 

panopljr ; and that, if others con 11 place their spears 

in the wa;. But if, deserting ,h, thejr shall come 

■gainst this city, lend the invuc lat the land of th« 

ArgiTes ma/ pcrisli evilly. And rom me [the pUce^ 

in which it i^ehoves thee to slay tims. ton have a 

bruen-footcd tripod within your huuat hich once on a time 
Hercules, having upturned the found' ns of Troy, setting 
out upon another exploit, bode thee (ice at the Pythian 
hearth. On it, having cut the three >ats of three 8be«p, 
write the words of the oath on the u How vessel of the 
tripod, and then give it to the tiod of Delphi to preserre, 
as a memorial of oaths, and a witness to Greece. But the 
sharp sword bj which thou shalt have cut their necks, and 
slain the victims, do thou hide in the recesses of the earth i ,■ 
near the seven funeral pyres of the dead j for being shown, f 
it will, if they ever come to the city, cause terror to them, 
and an unfortunate journey back again. And having done 
these things, send the corpses out of the land. But leave 
the holy enclosures, where tiieir bodies were purified with fire, 
to the God, by the Isthmian three ways.** To thee indeed 
I have spoken thus ; but to the sons of the Argives I speak 
l^thus] ; When ye are of age, storm the city of Ismenus, aveng- 
ing the death of your sires who fell, both thou, .£gialeua, being 
appointed a youthful general instead of thy father, and thou 
the son of l^^^^"^ whom thj father named Diomede, coming 
from the ^tolians. And as soon as your chins are shaded 
by a beard, you must rush, a braas-armed host of the ■ooa 
of Danaua, against the seven-gated fortress of the Cadmeiana. 
For bitter shall ye come against them, the nurtured cabs of 
lions, ravagers of the city. And it cannot be otherwise. But 
being call^ Epigoni thirough Greece, ye ahall give a aulgeot 



196 



suppuAim. 



ISft-lSM 



«f MOff to those hereftfter, wieh aa amuunent, by the graa 
«f God, shell je tend finrth. 

Ttass. Miftnis Minanrei I will obqj thy words ; for thot 
eettest me righti so as not to err. And this man I will bind t< 
aqrself bjoras; do thoa bat set me right For whilst thoi 
art wdl indined to the city, we shall for the flitore dwell ii 
aafetf. 

Caa Let us on our wajr, Adrastns. Let us give oaths U 
Hum mukf and to his dty. For they haTo befoce laboured ii 
worthy to be r s ep ect e d by us. 



HELEN. 



PEBSONS 



BEPBESEN 



HELBX. 
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MEXELACS. 
OLD WOJIAX. 



THE0.VOE. 

THBOCLTMSXUS 
JttSSESOER EXTEAOaoiNA] 
CASTOR ASD POLLOI. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Hsaooom HatM that Helen nerer wm at Troy at all, but that a 
phantom was tent in her alead, tha hanelf being carried into EgTpt* 
Upoo thia tradition Euripidet haa constructed the following play. 

Am long aa Proteus was king of Egypt, Helen remained unmolested* 
but upon his death his son Theocljmenus tried to obtain her in marriage. 
In despair sha took refuge at the tomb of Proteus, where she met with 
hlenelaus, who had been shipwrecked on the coast. A recognition took 
place, and by the aid of Theonoe, they effected their escape under a pre- 
tence of paying funeral rites to the drowned Menelaus. Upon discorer- 
ing how ht had been deceired, Theodjrmenua, enraged with his sitter 
Thaoooe tat not acquainting him with the iact that Menelaua was really 
and p re sen t, would hare slain htr ; but waa prrrenled by the inter- 
of the DioacniL 




These indeed ore the fair ' < of the Nile, which, 

in the place of heaven-sei- iv&ters the plain of 

Egypt, when the white sno :r] the fields.' But 

Proteiu, whilst he livcil, n-i. f this land, inhabit- 

ing the island Pharos, but tuc m..^ Egypt; 'clio marries 
Paamathe, one of liie virgins of the sea, when she had left ihe 
bed of JEacua. And she bears two children to this bonae, 
Theoclymenus, a male, [so called] because forsooth he paaaed 
his life reverencing the Gods, and a virgin noble in form, the 
pride of her mother while she was an infant, bat when aba 
arrived at an age ripe for nuptials, the; call her Theonoe ;* 
for she knew all things divine, both things that are and ahi^ 
be, receiving the gift from her ancestor Nereus. But to me 
indeed there is a country-land, not unrenowned, Sparta, and 
mj father is Tyndarus. And there is a certata stoiy that 
Jove fletv down upon mj mother, assuming the form of a 
sn-an ; that, pretending to fiee from an eagle's purgnit, acoom- 

' I hiTc uftened the hanlmcM ot Ilis ptnllcliim wUmi — fiat. Sea 
PBu^k, wbo well abterrf that iha poeL dctifpaiM Emt b; tha rivw, 

JuMing Sinbo it, p. 691, ip«^ ati o/ii^nriav rj Atywwrf f^iri \m]^ 
fv<ii rir Vitkar i Nia>x»C- So Miliao, PuadiM Loit, L 343, 
" Thit o'er Ihe mtm of iinpiaut Phanob hone 
Lik* night, ud dwken'd all th« land of Nile.' 
Tke lover of a " icreamiiig burleeqne," vill do veil to read the hnniiwmii 
I«rodj or iliii whole prolofue in Ariitoph. Thetm. IIU e^q., wbtM lani 
lilochui, Ihe broiher ot Euripidea, appean ai Helen. For eoa* ansiiH 
nmark* on the iacoacmilica and droUeriee of Ihit pUj, sea flfbliiif 
UcL I. p. Ml. ed. fioV who olU it " the UMxiMt oT aU bandJM^ 
' BtdothM, in HoBL Od. A. 3G3h 
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plished ttetlthj naptudfl, if this stoiy be true. And I was 
dlled Helen ; and I will narrate the evils which I have suf- 
fered. There came Pto a contest] of beauty in the Idiean recess, 
before Alexander, three Goddesses, Juno, and Venus, and the 
Jove-bom virgin, wishing to undergo his judgment of their 
form. Now Venus, holding forth my beauty, (if misfortune 
is beaotifol,) so that Alexander may marry it, prevails ; and the 
Idsean Paris, quitting his cattle-stalls, came to Sparta, as about 
to possets my bed. But Juno^ indignant that she does not 
tnrpass the Uoddesses, gave my nuptials with Alexander to 
the winds ; and gives to the son of king Priam not me, but 
a breathing image formed of ether,' making it like myself. 
And he thinks (vain thought !) that he has me, not having 
me. And other devices of Jove go along with these evils. 
For be brought war upon the land of the Greeks, and on the 
wretched Pfajryg^ans, that he might lighten mother earth of a 
crowd and multitude of mortals, and might make known the 
mightiest in Greece.^ And I was placed in the power of the 
Phrygians, not myself indeed, but my name, as a prize of the 
spear for the Greeks. And Hermes, taking me up in folds of 
ether, having hidden me in a cloud, (for Jove did not neglect 
me,) settled me in this house of Proteus, having chosen out 
the most temperate of all mortals, in order that I might pre- 
serve tlie bed of Mcnelaus undefiled. And I indeed am here ; 
bat my wretched husband, having assembled an army, is 
hunting out my ravishers, setting out to the fortresses of 
Troy. And through me many souls have perished at Scaman- 
der^s stream, and I, the sufferer of all, am accursed, and seem, 
having deserted my own husband, to have lit up a great war 
against the Greeks. Why then do I yet live? I have heard 
this saying from the God Hermes, that I shall yet dwell in 
the renowned hmd of Sparta with my husband, he having 
learned that I did not come to Troy, so that I could not spread 
my couch for any [other]. As long, therefore, as Proteus 
beheld this light of the sun, I was held sacred from nuptials ; 
but when he was hidden in the gloom of the earth, the son of 
the deceased hunts me down to marry me. But respecting 
my husband of old, I have fallen a suppliant at this numument 



' Read iw, vith Reiike. Dind. With the fellowiof psHift coapait 
mj aoca oo JE«ch. Ag. 415 tqo. 
* i. e. Achilkt. Conpars die noCet of Banes sad MaUhis. 
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of ProUas, that it dir^ preserve my bed for laj bosbood ; n 
tbat, if throughout Greece I bear a name of ill repute, mj 
body at least ma/ not pay the ^ebt of slianie here. 

Teucer. Who has the rule over these fortilied diFetUc^ ? 
For the house is fit to be guessed as one of wealth, nnce both 
the porticoes are rcg:nl, and the mansion urell tuncud. Qa, 
ye Gods, what Eiglit have I seeo ? I behold that most .haUd, 
murderous image of a vroman, who has undooe m«^ and all 
the Greeks. The Gods alilior thee, in as far as thou but tlw 
likeness of Helen ! But if I had not licld my foot in a urange 
land, with this stone ^ well-aimed thou shouldst buTe died, at 
the consequence of thy likeness to the daughter ofJove. 

Hel. Why, O wrctcbod man, dost thou, whoever tfaou ut, 
loathe me, and bate me for her misfortunes ? 

Telc. I was wron^', and yielded mora to wrath thao be- 
came me; for all Greece bates the dai^htar of Jove. But 
excuse me for my words, lady. 

Hel. But wlioart thou? from whence hast thou turned thr- 
■elf to the plains of this earth ? 

Tecc. One of tlie unhappy Greeks, lady. 

Hel. It is not then to be wondered if you bate Helen. 
But who art thou, of whom (bora) ? It behoves thee to speak. 

Teuc. My name is Teucer ;. and the father, who begat nt^ 
is Telamon ; and Salamis is the country that nurtured me. 

Heu ^Vhy then dost thou visit these fields of the Nile ? 

Teuc I have been driven an exile out of my fatber-Uad. 

Hel. Thou must be unhappy. And who casta tbee oat 
of thy country ? 

Tel'c. Telamon, my father. Whom could yoa have man 
friendly ? 

Hel. Through what ? for the matter carries with it aoon 
calamity. 

Tecc My brother Ajax, dying in Troy, was my mio. 

Hei.. How? not, surely, deprived of life by thy awonl? 

Tevc. a leap upon his own sword destroyed him. 

Hel. Being mad ? For who in his senses would dar« thU 
thing? 

Tkdc. Knowest thou a certain Achilles, the son of Peleuf 

Hel. He once on a time come a suitor for Helen, as «re hew. 

* Bui Eloule;, villi tha spprotwlion oC DindorT, elegantly ootncM 
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Teuc. He djing^ canted among his aUiet a ttrife for his 



Hel. And what ill then does this hecome to Ajax? 

T^uc. Through another reoeiring the armsi he remoTod 
himself from life. 

HsL. Then thou art sickening at his woes ? 

Tkuc. Aj, because I did not perish together with him. 

Hel. And didst thou arrive, O stranger, at the renowned 
cHjofTroj? 

Teuc. Ay, and having destroyed it, myself was destroyed 
ia turn. 

Hel. For is it already burnt and consumed with fire ? 

Teuc. Ay, so that there is not a clear vestige of the walls. 

Hel. O miserable Helen, through thee the Phrygians have 
perished. 

Teuc. Ay, and the Greeks besides ; and great evils have 
been done. 

Hel. How long a time has the city been destroyed ? 

Teuc About seven fruit-bearing circles of years. 

Hel. And how long was the other time you remained in 
TVoy? 

Teuc. Many moons, passing through ten years. 

Hel. And did you take the Spartan woman ? 

Teuc. Menelaus led her away, seizing her by the hair. 

Hel. Didst thou -behold the unhappy woman 7 Or dost 
thou speak from hearsay ? 

Teuc Ay, as I see thee with my eyes,* nothing less. 

Hel. Consider lest ye had a vision sent by the Gods. 

Teuc Speak of some other subject, no longer of her. 

Hel. Are ye thus certain in your opinion ? 

Teuc [Yes,] for I saw her mydcLf with mine eye^, and 
my mind sees her. 

Hel. And is Menelaus now in his dwelling with his wife ? 

Teuc He is not yet in Argoi, nor at the streams of Eurotas. 

Heu Alas I thou hast told this ill to those to whom thou 
art speaking.' 

Teuc It is rumoured that he is vanished with his wife. 

Hel. Was there not the same voyage for all the Greeks ? 

Tscc There was; but a tempest drove each difierent ways. 

* Bet sse Dtadflif . ' Ambifuoutly, meaaiiif btntlC 
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Hbl. On whitsiirfiMeof theooeunDftin? 

Tbuc. Ab Umj ptnad the nidwaj waves dt^Mgam 
road. 

Hel. And tnm this time does no one knoir of Mewhrf 
arrival? 

Teuc. Not one; hot it is nimoiuped through Gremftii 
be is dead. 

Hel. We are undone. But is the daughter of Tfaote 
alive? 

Teuc. Dost thoa mean Leda? She indeed is g«ietei 

Hel. WhatydidthedisgracefnliepotationorHsleadBitNr 
her? 

TEua Thej saj so^ having fitted her noble ne^ lo tki 
noose. 

Hel. Bat are the sons of Tyndams alive^ or not sUve? 

Tecc. Thej are dead, and are not dead; for there an two 
stories. 

Hel. Which is the better one ? O wretched I on soeooBt 
of mj troubles ! 

Teuc Thej say that they two^ likened to stai% ue 
Gods. 

Hel. Well hast thoa spoken this. Bat what is the other 
[report] ? 

Teuc. That bj suicide on their sister^s aceoant thej breath- 
ed out life. But enough of discourse, I do not desire to grien 
twice. But, in the matter on account of which I came to this 
regal house, desiring to see the prophetic Theonoe^ do thoo 
aid a stranger, that I maj obtain oracular responses^ how I 
may steer mj ship's sail prosperously to the sea-coast land 
of Cyprus, where Apollo foretold that I should dwell, giving 
it llie island name of Salamis, for the sake of my former 
country. 

Hel. The voyage itself will show, O stranger ; hut do 
thou, quitting this land, fly, before the son of Proteus, who 
rules this land, sees thee. For he is absent, trusting to his 
hounds, in beast-slaying huntings. For he murdera whiter 
Grecian stranger he takes. But for what reason, do not thoo 
seek to learn, and I keep silence. For what should I avail 
theo? 

^ Teuc. Well hast thou spoken, O lady; and may the Gods 
give thee a reward for thy good counseL Bat thou. 
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ing a form like Helen's, has not a like disposition^ but veiy 
diofarent. But ill maj she perish, nor come to the streams of 
Enrotss; but majrest thoa be erer fortunate, ladj. 

Hel. O thoa that art beginning a miffhtr piteous strain of 
woe% what groan shall I vie in uttering r Or what song shall 
I commence^ with tears, with lamentations, or mourning? 
Woe ! woe ! je Sirens, winged jouthful virgins, daughters of 
Earth, would that je might come to [join with] my groans, 
haring the libjan pipe, or the sjrinx ; tears connected with 
mj hunentable woes, sufferings with sufferings, and dirges 
with dirges ; and maj Proserpine send companies of singers 
in harmon J with dirges, deadly, deadly, that by tears she may 
receive from me the favour of the dead who have perished, 
beneath her gloomy dwelling.* 

Cna Around the blue-surfaced ocean I chanced to be 
wanning in the sun's golden ravs mj purple garments,* on the 
toAed herbage, and on the msh-spning reeds, whence (I 
heard the pliuntive, unmusical elegy) some nymph uttered a 
piteous cry, lamenting with mournings whatever it was she 
shrieked forth, like a Naiad on the mountains, uttering a wan- 
dering sad strain,'* and beneath the rocky dells she bemoans 
the ravishment of Pan. 

Hel. Alas ! aks ! ye Grecian girls, prey of the barbarian 
ahip^ a sailor of the Greeks has come, ah ! has come, bearing 
to me tears upon tears, the destruction of Troy, a care for the 
hostile flame, through me the many-slayer, through my name 
of many troubles. And Leda in the noose has received her death 
through ffrief for my shame. And my much-wandering hus^ 
band perishing at sea is no more, and the twin-bom glory of 
their country. Castor and his brother, have lef^ vanishin;^, 
vanishing, the horse-trodden plains, and the gymnasia of reedy 
Eurotas, a fit toil for youths. 

Cna Alas ! alas ! 0, for thy fortune of much grief, and 
thy (ate^ O lady. A life not to be lived has been thy lot, has 

* The tcais of men are the gift and hooour (x^P^^c) of the dead. 
Pflock, whoM iBtcrpretatioa of Uit whole paMage I hare followed. 
^ * To iaprore their colour, lliufcrare quotes Pollux, i. 49, x"V** ^^ 
ikiy ^piXbmm rifC vopOi'^c 4 /3af if, cai if acric aMiw dpuw9p€iini, 
■■i wktim VMfl ami pmup^rtpmv ri^¥ mirf^¥, 

** i4|Mr is Maithiji's cocrection for yw/ier. He tiaailatcs 
■yayAa, ptmw^tim m Pamt mki iVIaiei esv/e 



been thj lot, when by thj mother Jove b^ot tbee, 
epicuotu in the slty, with the anow-coloured plomage 
swan. For what of ills is wonting to tliee ? And wbftt 
host thou not endured ? Thy mother indeed is no more, and 
the twin beloved aons of Jove ore not faiing prosperotulr ; 
and thou beboldeat not thy country- land, and through the atf 
goes a report, ih&t bestows thee, honoured lady, on ■ barbttrua 
bed. But thy [husbaodp* has quilted life amid the wtriMid 
the sea, nor wilt thou ever again bless thy father'a bouae and 
the Goddess of the brazen house." 

IIeIh Alas ! alas I who was it'* of the Phrygians, or who 
from the Grecian land, that cut down the pine causing teara 
to Troy ? Whence having fitted together the destructive bar^ 
the son of Priam soiled in a barbarian ship to my hearth, after 
my ill-fated beauty, that he might obtain me in marriage. 
And the crafty, many'slajing Venus, bringing death opoo the 
sous of Danaus and Priam, [sent him]. O wretched for mj 
calamity ! But she who sits on golden thrones, Jutto, the dig- 
nified spouse of Jove, sent tlic swift-footed son of Alua, wh» 
carried me ofi* through the air, while gathering fresh raae- 
buda in my robe, that I miglit visit Minerva of the brsseii 
temple, and lias placed me unhappy in this land, for an 
uabappy strife, a Btiifo to the sons of Priam with Greeca^ 
And my name has, near the streams of Simois, an ill report 

Cuo. Thou hast, I know, grievous suSerings ; bat it ia «x- 
pedient for thee to bear the necessary events of Ufa u eaulj 
anrmssible. 

Hel. Ye dear women, to what a fate have I been joked! 
Did not my mother bring me forth as a prodigy to men ? For 
neither Greek nor barbarian woman has given birth to a white 
vessel of younglings, in which they say Leda b^ot me Yur 
Jove. For my hfe and afiairs are a prodigy ; in part thnngfa 
Juno; but of some my beauty is the cause. Would that, b^ 
ing sponged out, like a picture, I might again in turn reoetTS k 
foul appearance 'ni>''">J of a fair one ; and would that tlM evfl 
cImuiccs, which I now endure, the Greeks had for g o tf u, bat 

" rjtftc msj b« supplied tnm ths pteeediof XJxm. 
" t. e. Uincrra, who had • bimten Unpls ai Spaita. 
" PlMMchis, acMtdioi to Uouar, IL & 50. 
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presenred the good [io memory] m thej preserve mj bad.'^ 
wboeoeTer therefore, looking to one fate only, b ill-treated bj 
the Gods* it is a thing heary indeed, but maj nerertheless be 
borne; bat I lie amidst manj calamities. First indeed, not 
being ui^nst, I am in ill repute ; and this is a greater evil than 
the truth, wlien anj one is charged with evils he does not 
possess.** Then the Gods have removed me from my coun- 
try-land to barbarian customs ; and bereft of friends, I have 
become a slavey bom of free parents ; for amongst barbarians 
all an slaves^ save one. But one anchor alone has supported '* 
my fortunes^ that my husband would some time come, and re- 
lease me from ills. He is dead, he is now no more. And my 
mother is dead ; and I am her murderess, unjustly indeed ; 
yet is that ii\justice mine.'^ And my oaughter, who was the 
ornament of mine house and self, grows grey in unwedded 
virginity ; and the Dioecuri, the reputed twin sons of Jove, 
exist no more. But liaving all things unfortunate, I am dead 
in circumstances, but not in deed. And what is the last of 
all — if I were to arrive at my country, I should be confined 
by bars, persons thinking '^ that [the real] Helen had come, 
who had been at Troy with Menelaus. For if my husband 
were alive, I should be reoogni^cd, proceeding to the proofs 
by tokens, which would be evident to us alone. But now 
there neither is this [hope], nor will he be ever saved. Why 
then do I longer live ? In what misfortune am I deficient ? 
Shall I, choosing nuptials as a release from ills, live with a 
barbarian husband, sitting at a wealthy table ? But when a 

** Ekfantly rendered bj Woodhull : 

" Think but of what redounds not to m j honour. 
And still remember roj ideal shame." 

Conpare King Henry the Eighth, ir. 4 : 

" Men's eril manners Ur% in brass ; their virtues 
Wt write in water.*' 

** I caanoc better illustrate this sophism than bj the words of Joseph 
Sariaoa. ** A j, madam, to be sure, that is the proroking circumstance— 
withoat foundation ^ jes, ]res, there's the mortification, indeed ; for, when 
a scandalous story ts beliered against one, there certainly is no comfort 
like the consctoosaess of baring deserved it." School for Scandal, it. 3. 

M I prefer tSyft, with Musg. Dind. 

** i. «. I am ialsel J charged, yet caaaol disprove it. 

** Iseefirrsc dixit quasi pwcsssisset fk' dymiv, MamiLB. 
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liusband is I itter to a stranger woman, evea to be sared it 
bitter. Tis best to die? How then shall I die hooounblf? 
Unseemly indeed are hangings aloft, and even amoag tUret H 
ia tliought unbecoming ; but cutting the throat has »rtwu«>tMi£ 
noble and glorious, and of little account ia the tim« to &M 
oneself from tife^'^ For into such a depth of woes Imtc w9 
come ; since other women kre fortunate indeed tbrongb tb«tr 
benuiy, but me ba> ndone. 

Cuo, Do not, 1 he stranger, whoevo- be 

be who tuts arrivi gs truly. 

IIel. And ye'. that my ha«b«ikd imi 

perished. 

Cuo. Many words i en even to k lain par- 

Hel. Ay, and, on the ear ones to a troc** 

Cuo. For thou art ca nity rather than to good. 

Hel. For a fear, surr leads me to apprehensicn. 

Cfio. But how hast ti sception in this bouse? 



Ctio. Do then, know'st thou what? QuittiDg th« seat of 
the monument — 

Hel. To what discourse or adTice ait thou slowlj eoo- 
ing? 

Cbo. Going into the house, inquire of Theonoe, wbo knows 
every thing, as the Tirgin is descended firran tba maiiiM 
daughter of Nereus, concerning thy husband, whether ba is 
yet alive^ or hns quitted the light ; and having well ascertained 
the fact, regulate your joy and lamentation according to your 
fortunes. But before thou hnowcst aught rightly, what vQl 
it profit thee to be in sorrow ? But be persuaded bj ma ; 
quitting this tomb, mix in company with the vir)^ fraea 
whom thou wilt know all When thou hast io tbeaa dwdl- 
ings the power of learning the truth, why dost tboa look 
farther ? And I too wish to enter the house with thtm, and 
with thee to learn the prophecies of the Tiigin, for it ia meet 
that a woman should with a woman labour. 

Hkl. Friends, I receive your advioe. Go, go into the 

" i, «. It little mtltera vbelher I die dov, or nma linw hsnre. 
" iXffliiBc it goTnned bj liA, U be taken fr«m 
if^vJAv. DiHMar. ButteaHenn. 
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Caa Thorn aUtetfL ooe Doi dovijr wHfia^." 

Hbl. Aks! aahappj dij, whst tcufiditofj ihsD I aa- 
imppjhmr?' 

Caa Do BocOawooe, aad^ste kwiiiitHM like a 
Bfonbpl fiw of WOOL 

Hel. What bit Bj wretched botfand codored? Doee be 
beboU tbe ligbt eDd tbe foor-borBe cberioc of tbe nm, eDd 
[kok]aplotbetfacksof tbefluB? erdoct be poMM tbe lot 
efeutb emoog tbe deed beknr tbe eartb? 

Caa Set dove tbe fotare^ wbeteoever it abeU bc^ to tbe 



HxL. For I bave celled vpoo tbee^ I baTo twom bj tbee, 
tbe damp EiiroCas» green with reed% tbat if tbie report coo* 
eenung my botband'e deatb be tme— 

Caa Wbat anintelligible word* are tbeee? 

HcL. I ebould wieb fur tbe deadlj banging for mj oeck ; 
or, I would canee to approach tbe eword-«lajiiig rioleoce of 
a tbroat-eottinc slaogbter, io a coolest of the rtrj tteel 
driTcn within ^and] through mj flesh ;^ a aacnfioe to the 
triple joke of Goddcasee, and to the lOfi of Priam who 
cakiTated the pipe in Ida near his cattle stalls.'' 

Cbo. Elsewhere majr tbeee ills be arerted ; but may thj 
state be fortunate. 

HzL. Alas! wretched Tror, thou art perishing through 
deeds not done,** and wretdied things hau thou undergone. 
But in the gift Venus has produced much blood and man/ 
tean^ and gneU on griefs» tears on tears,!'* sufferings she 
leeetTed.** And mothers bare lost their children, and Tirgins 
related to tbe dead hare shorn their tresaea around the Phry- 
gian ware of 8camander. And Greece has shouted forth and 
■ttered a 07, a crj, and has pbced her hands 00 her head, 
aad with ha- nails has wetted her soft-skinned chin, and with 
bloodj blowa O thou virgin, onoe happy in Arcadia^ CalHstn, 

■ F\wm\, la itc tot itOuc- 

* HtfMSBB uk«i tkcM words as * 9 U^ ^mt/im (i. t. (if«c) ^^'»*^ 9f' 

A my cornipt ptMsca. 

i. 0. Biy tappotsd sbdactioa 

DMvf tkSaks tkM sMMas iaiMrfcet. SMkitaol*. 

dxi* iv" <XM>» V«^ f« A^A^ &• •• " has karM." 
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who with four-fooled limbs did^t once approach the bed of 
Jove, kow much more hnst Ihou obuioed than my mother; 
who In the form of a hair7-limbed beast changed the grieb 
of thy sorrow, in the form of Uoneaa with Bar&ge eye.** And 
she too [more], whom once on a time Diana cast out of her 
cboms, the Btag with "" >- - he Titaniaa daughter of 
Merops, on account "■ But my person has d^ 

strayed, bos destt f Troy, and the Greeks 

who perished. 

Mekelaijs. O '. I didst once successToUj 

contend with (Enomuu of cars with four steed^ 

would that, when thoi asunder, didst famish ■ 

banquet for the Gods, tl>< ted life among the Gods, 

before tliou hadst ever father Atreus ; who, by 

his union with Aerope I onon and myself, Mene- 

laos, a renowned pair. (and this I speak not id 

boast) that I directed irmament sent by oen 

agiunst Troy, leading as a King izie expedition, not by force, 
but ruling over Ilie willing youths of Greece. And one can 
number up some who are now no more, and some wbo^ joy- 
fully escaping from the sea, are bearing the names of the dead 
home to their dwelUags. But wretched I am wandering oB 
the marine wave of the dark-blue sea through all the time 
[since] I sacked the lowers of Troy ; and, seeking to go to 
my country, I am not granted by the Gods to obtain this. 
But I have sailed to the deserted and inhospitable retreats of 
Libya; and when I am near my country, again the br«exa 
drives me back, and never docs a favourable wind oome npoo 
tiiy sail, so that I may reach my country.** And now, a miaer- 
able shipwrecked mariner, I have, after losing my frieoda, 
fallen out upon this land ; but my vessel is broken against the 
rocks into a great numbOT of wrecks. And the lowest plank 
was [alone] left of the varied joinings, upon which I wu with 
difficulty saved, thraugh an unexpected fortune, and Helen to<\ 
whom I have dragged away from Troy. I know not bowerer 

" I am inclined to think Ihit Euripidn hu here followad a aduM* ot 
mythology different from lUi of olLer wTiten; and I am ihereCsra Utlla 
diipoeed to belieire (liat Xialyiit ii cornisc, u Hennum ■oppOMa. The 
■tudent will find copiout, but mo«t unMiufictor?, detaiU of tha fchlw u 
which Eoiipidet alludai, in the notei of Bune* and Masgrava. 

" Cempan tha tpaech of the &nt witch in Macbeth, L 4. 



210 

the mme of tkb cMBliy ni tfce peopfe ; &rl 
to &I1 in witk the enmd, m that thejr fhovjd iaqvjit iMint 
these mj aqoelid giiMli, wad I eoMeii tLrcio^ tskauut my 
mitibrtiiDcs. For whes a ■•• T**^ j ^ ^ ^<^ ststkA Ckm 
illy he is woot to faSk iato as whmoI Mate wcne tuis m; viic# 
hia heea iiiih^iiijr of eld. Bat aiggwr/ vean aoe dcnrxi ; fee 
Deitherisfbodat haiid,Bor ^anacBtircM&dKjhG^j; uotuift 
■aj be coa j e ttu ied,^ [ wcimj gj I mm ^zrt ramd tt tut UiTvws^^ 
out sheets of the shipL Bot mj former rwok, aad s^ucxud 
oorcringi^ and loxarioss i fHuwim , tM sea Las sDatcijed a vkj. 
Bot havia^ hidden in the mu a cs 4/ a «aTe tiit vobbasi vi^ 
is the came of all aj tio aV te% I aa oone ^hhi^er^ lAriaj 
eompdled nj onriria^ friends to ^ntrd aur viie. Abd 1 
am traTdlin^ alone, s t ck in g g whtt is ardTaiiiSi^<«iBi for »r 
friends there, if pnrhanee I caa ij a dltocrr^rr itr U«d ^f 
it Bot pcrceiTing this dwdiin^ fouTMUvOed vlii tAtueaMAtt, 
and the nnjestic ponak of Moae vcaltij xzoa, 1 ix^Tt *;>* 
proaehcd. And there is a bc^e iLat tai>jn msr rwd « t toui^' 
thtn^ at Inst from a vealiLr umm^, ; Uut Off uyjte vr^^ ii]»t^ 
not tLe n»cans of life, nooe, o«a if tr^^r vltLe^i, ?v*^«:; L^vt 
the power to amo. Ho! wl^s.: y/ntr v. 11 r/x::«<: frvab tLie 
hooic, wLo vill tf^I 1ST trMibie» ^to t:y>ti^* w\i^'»u ? 

Old Wojiax. Wi*/ if &t tlje z^'jsk'r ''•V::: ti^^;. r.vt >tii«.t 
thjf^If from tlj« i«ou«« ? cor. ':«/ t^u'^Ji^ ki tj^ ;;&>« '/ *:^ 
Test! bole, ^rt trou';^ tv C^ nat^»rra? ^yr v..: t.'//-^ *^^^ 
bdn^ a Greek br binli, fc/r vix>cb t-Jtrt it u;, r^^ri ? 

Mcx. O a:^<xl *laj:^ veii doti li^/u h^^^Lk Hi li^cM w/^dt. 
Mar I— for I will obey — but 'jefer r«,r kf^y^L.* 

Old W. a war ! fgr tiiit Cut/ 1* iaJ4 <« u^ «tru.;^^» tLat 
no Greek approacb tiAit dwelii&z- 

Mcy. Hold ; 60 U(A UxtudU fufiu Usis^ Lk&d, ujr drivt tut 
awaj br force. 

Old W. For ti«M art fferf-oar^d cf aou^Lt t^^ j i^^. 
Thoo art the caiue. 

yiix. Tell it to thj aaastcTft withla. 

Olx» W. T<# tLj eoct, I u«i&k« I »booVd t«Ii tKjr w</rl«. 

Mes. I am eocne, a shipwrecked strsxij^, a r^oe to be iMt 
withoot aa asjhua. 

Old W. Go^ thea, to soouc other hoaas tnsiead '/ f bi«. 

• iM ff«m. 
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MtK. Not so ; but I will pass by within ; uid Ao tboa b< 
persuaded by me. 

Old W. Know that thou art troublesoiue, uul tbon will 
Boon be puahed awaj bj force. 

Mk.\. Alas! wliere are my renowned annainents? 

Old W. There, — ' "■ ■ a man to be woivbipped, 

not so here. 

Men. O fortune, lave I been disfaooonred ! 

Old W. Whv A liine eyelids with tean ? 

IVlierefore art t 

Mes. In rcfcki.- ^ppy fortunes. 

Old W. Wilt th, g away, give thy teiin to 

tliy frienJs. 

Men. But what co And of whom are ih nf i 

tlie rf^gnl abodes ? 

Old W. Proteus inl velUngs, but the htnd ia 

Egypt- 

Mex. Egypt? wreu..^u . wLilher indeed have I 
soiled? 

Old W. Wliy is the nice of the Kile to be bUmed bj tbee ? 

Men. I find no fiiult with it. I mourn my fate^ 

Old W. Many fare ill, not thou, forsooth, alone. 

Mex. Is the king you name in the house ? 

Old W. This is liis monument ; but his son rules the land. 

Mex. Where then is he? Is he from Lome or in the 
house? 

Old W. He ia not within ; but lie is most hoatile to the 
Giwk». 

JiIex. Having what cause, from which I suffer? 

Old W. Helen, the daughter of Jove, is in this bouae. 

!kl£.\. How sayest thou ? ^Vhat tale hast tbon told ? Tell 
it me again. 

Old W. The daughter of Tyndarus, who was onoe at 
Sp-irta. 

Mek. Coming from whence ? What meaning has this af< 
fair? {aside.) 

Old W. Journeying hither from the Lacedcmooiao land. 

Mek, When ? Surely I have na been robbed of mj wife 
out of the cave, (onrfe.) 

OldW. Before that the Greeks came to Tn:gr,0« 
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Bat go from the bouse, for there is in the dwdling & calamity, 
hj which the rojal house is disturbed. And thou hast come 
at DO opportttiie time; for if mj master catch thee^ death 
win be thj guest For I am well inclined to the Greeks, not 
so [bitter to them] as the bitter words I have uttered, fearing 
mj master. 

Men. What shall I speak? what shall I saj? for I hear 
of present calamities following the past; if I indeed have 
eome^ bringing my wife, who was taken captive, from Troj, 
and she is preserved in the cave ; but some other woman, 
having the same name as mj wife, dweUs in this house. She [the 
old woman] said indeed that she [Helen] was bom the daughter 
of Jove. But perhaps there is some man by the banks of 
Nile, possessing the name of Jove ? For in heaven there is 
but one. But where on the earth is Sparta, save only where 
are the streams of Eurotas with beautiful reeds ? And the name 
of Tyndarus is applied to him alone. But what land bears the 
name of Lacediemon, and what of Troy ? I indeed have nought 
to say. For many persons, it seems, in the wide earth possess 
the same names, and city the same with city, and woman with 
woman. There is nothing tlicn to be wondei*ed at ; nor, again, 
will I fly from the fear held forth by that woman. For there 
is no man so barbarous in disposition as tliat, having heard 
my name, he will not bestow food. Renowned is the flame 
of Troy, and I, ^Xenclaus, who kindled it, am not unknown 
in the whole earth. I will wait for the ruler of the house ; 
and [this resolution] lias for me a two-fold protection. If 
indeed he be a cruel wretch, I will, having concealed myself, 
go pMick] to the wreck ; but if he yields to any softness, I 
will crave the things conducive to my present misfortunes. 
But being a king oneself, it is the extreme of evils for us 
wretched to beg of other kings for sustenance ; but it nee<ls 
must be. For it is not my saying, but the saying of wise 
men : Nought has a greater power than terrible necessity. 

Coa I heard the prophetic maiden, who appeared and 
gave out the oracles to the royal household,'' how that Mene- 
kos hat not yet passed through murky Erebus, being hidden 

" i. •. to Holco. If w« suppoM MeMUiM also to bt aoanU mdco ho 
did Bol coosuU ths offBcW, wt Biisl treat rwpmmmc ^^|M«C m tlie ditiTus 
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in the earth; but that, still worn down on the wsTes™ of tba 
sea, he has not yet touched the ports of hia coaatry hai, 
wretched in his wandering of life, friendless of friend^ Bpoa 
nil manner of lands drawing nigh his foot** with the marine 
oar, from the Trojan land. 

IIel. Hither I w ' t seat of this tomb, baring 

learned pleasing nt i; who knows all thiagi 

truly. For she nd, yet dwelling in the 

light, beholds tl: rs, having eailed through 

innumerable seoi. i and that he will come 

not unexercised in indeed he shall obtain aa 

end of his troubles she did not say, whether 

on his arrival he w 1 1 stood off from cleariy 

asking this, being d lie said that he was pre- . 

served for me. Ant, le was some where near 

this tani], having bee cl^ed with « few friends. 

Ah I wilt thou come ii. longed-for wouldst thou 

come ! Ha ! who 'n tiiis r surety i. am not stealthily attacked 
through the devices of the impious son of Proteus? Shall I 
not, like a swif^ foal, or Bacchanal of the God, unite mj limh* 
with the tomb ? But this is some man, savage in appearanoe, 
who seeks to take me. 

Mek. Oh thou who art striving forward with terrible* 
hastening to the base of the tomb and the bumiog cakee,* 
remain ; why dost thou fly ? How, after showing thj peraon 
to my view, dost thou bring astonishment and an inaUli^j to 
speak ! 

IIel, I am wronged, O women ; for I am kept off from the 

" Slickbcth, i. 3. 

" Wcujr tcren nights nine Ume* nine. 
Shall he dvindlc, peak, and pincj 
Though hii bark cannot be loK, 
Yet it ahall be tempeit toa'd." 
** Doe* not woia xpifiarJiuivf lalher mean " laaduif," lilenUy, 
" drawing nigh ihc ahcet rope T 

" Priugk'i defence of xit\t moat clunu; pleonatn bill to coBriBM Ma 
of ill renuineneu. I ibould condemn the rene q ravr' iX^t—t tStt, 
f qffiv jv ^l^ ai a decided interpolalion, introduced by aoma copjiM, ^s 
did not perceivB that (he aenlenco rimt . . . liMpAv i« gnTarawl by 
Utuv, impliad in \iyme- 



ifuy, unpuad in X^ysvc. 

'' SdudW on Boa EUip*. p. 638, liAiy for lu*iy. 

** Uoagnv* qiwtea PoUaa iv. 73, i ll JpOavrar 



Uoagnv* qiwtea Alaa iv. 7Z,i ti ifai»T«n)t, Uf»mi^rwt H 
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aepnldin bj tliis man ; and he wialiea, having seiced me, to 
gir« me to the tTrant fraia whose nuptiala I fled. 

Mek. We ore not thieves, nor ministers of bod men. 

Bei. And jet thou hast an luueemly garb arouDd thy 
bodj. 

yiEH. Staj thj Bwift foot, diamissing fear. 

Heu I stay it, Mnce indeed I touch this pl«c& 

Mex. Who art thou? What sight, lady, do I behold in 
thee? 

Hel. And who art thou? for the same qneation poa- 
•easesme. 

JiIkx. I never saw a frame more like — (astdf) 

Hel. O Goda, for aGod it is to recognise those dear, {tutdt.) 

Men. Grecian art thou, woman, or one of the country? 

Hel. Grecian but I abo wish to know thy [country]. 

Mek. I perceive thcc, lady, niost like to Helen. 

Hel. Aitd I thee, indeed, to McDelaus; nor know I what 
toBty. 

}lBf. Thou lust well recognised a most ill-fortnncd man. 

Hel. O tbou who a^er a long time host come into the 
hands of thy wife I 

Mex. Of what wife ? Touch thou not my garments. 

Hel. She whom Tynilarus my father fave thee. 

Mex. O thou light- hearing Hecate, send favourable vi^ono. 

Hel. In me tliou bebolilcst not a night-seen minister of 
Hecate. 

Mbx. No oim man is bom husband of two wives. 

Hel. And of what otiicr marriage-bed art thou the lord? 

Hex. [Of her] wliom a cave hides, and [whom] I am 
carrying oiTfrom tlie Plirygians. 

Hel. None other than myself is thy wife. 

Mex. Am I then in my senses, but mine ^e at fault? 

Hel. For dost not thou, seeing me, think that thou seest 
thy wife? 

Mex. Thy body is like [to ben] 1 but cleanww of decinoo 
is wanting to me." 

Hel. Coouder. But in this** no man is a better judge 
than you. 

" /i' dravnait " »i nnwaalrtral jm. PrLvox. 
" rl f attiit la an MMndation of Wrttabadi's, nceiTad }ij IKadotf, 
bat. ia mj opinioa, lutdly aatiilactaiy. 
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SIex. Thou art like [her]. TUis nt least I will no* denj. 
JicL. Wlio otiier llioo thine eyes shall leach the« ? 
^Un. In this I am at fault, tliat I liave another wife. 
IIi/M- I came not to the Trojan lan<] ; but it was a qtectre^ 
AIen, And who makes bodies capable of sight?*" 
Keu The ctlier; whence thou liast a wife made by a God, 
MisK. Wlilch "F thp. OnU WM the moulder? for tliou 

tellest unexpectt. 

IIel. It was ted by Juno^ that Aril 

might not recci' 
Men. How t and at Troy at the wme 

IIel. My nan f places, but not my body. 

Mln. Let HI' Msessing griefs eooogli. 

IIel, What, and bear sway that Tain 

spouse ? 

MiiN. Ay, and fare «usc thou art like Beten. 

IIkl. I am undonei hutiu^ — .^i thee, I shall not possess 
a husband. 

Mek. The might of my labours there** persiudea m^ do! 
thou. 

IIel. Woe'sroe! Who was ever more wretched than 1 ? 
Those dearest desert me, nor shall I ever come totUo Greeks 
nor to my country. 

iMessexgkr. (tnUrittg.) llenelaus, after seeking thee, I find 
thee with difliculty, having wandered about the whole oTthis 
barbarian land, sent by thy surviving friends. 

ilzs. What is the matter? Are ye laundered by the 
barbarians 7 

Hess. [I am come], baring a marvel [to tell of], ten ia 
name than in facL 

Mek. Say ; since by this baste [of thine] thoa beereet 
some now tidings. 

Miiss. I say that tbou hast vainly undergooe inUDinerable 
toils. 

Mek. Thou weepest ancient ills. But what ia yoar now*? 

Mkss. Thy wife bos departed to the folds of the sky, wafted 
from view j and alie is bidden in heaven, having quitted the 
Mcred care, where we were guarding her, [and] haru^ 
**!.«. liTini flgwM* Uraeloos was no Praakwa laJa. 
-ifcotl-wy. 
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spoken thns much: ^O miserable Phrygians, and ye all 
Greeks, through me, bj the art of Juno, ye died at the banks 
of Scamander, thinking that Paris, who had not Helen, did 
haTe her. But I, after I had remained as long a time as it 
behored me, preserving the decree of fate, will go to heaven 
mj father ; b«it the hapless daughter of Tjndarus has vainly 
borne evil reports, being in nothing guilty." O hail ! thou 
daughter of Leda, thou wert here. But I told of thee as hav- 
ing gone to the recesses of the stars, nought knowing that 
thou bearest a winged body. I will not again permit thee to 
mock us ; unce vainly at Troy didst thou give troubles to thy 
husband and allies. 

Mex. This is it. The true words of this woman have 
eome together. O longed-for day, that has given thee to me 
to receive in my arms. 

Hel. O Menelaus, most dear of men, the time indeed is 
ancient, but the pleasure is lately near at hand. With delight 
have I received my husband, friends, throwing around [him] 
my loving hand after a long lapse of lipriit-bearing days. 

Men. And I [embrace] thee ; but havin;; many things to 
tell of common interest, I know not with which I now shall 
first begin. 

Hel. I rejoice, nnd I, bird-likc, am uplifted as to the Imir 
erect on my head,^' and I shed the tear [of joy]. But around 
tky limbs I cost my hands, now that I receive delight. O 
husband, O sight most dt-ar ! 

Me.v. I do not blame thee.*' I pos.*css my wife, the daugh- 
ter of Jove and Loda, whom by lamplight her twin brothers 

00 their wliite steeds blessed, ali ! blessed in former times ; 
but the Gods conveyed thee from me. 

Hel. But the deity leads on to another fortune better than 
this, and evil has brou;;lit thee and me to gooil, O husband, 
after a long season ; but nevertheless may I enjoy my fortune. 

Mex. Mayest thou indeed enjoy; in this same prayer I 
join, fur of tlie two one cannot l)e wretched, the other not 

Hel. My friends, my friends, we no longer mourn past 
evils, nor do I grieve. I have, I have my hus^nd, for whom 

1 have waited, waited to come for many a year. 

« WoodhuU: "Joy Ftifct mj tsulting crett, thtM imn An tmn ot 
•Cftacv." 
* mm Ifuft^v, I am DO loofcr ilimliifiad. 
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Mm. Tiiou hast me, and I have thee ; but hftring vith 
difficulty passed through numberleas ycnra, I perceiTe the 
plans of the Goddess. But my jojoua** tears have more of 
joy than g;ricf. 

Hel. What can I sny ? Who of mortals would erer han 
hoped for this ? I hold thee unexpected to my breast. 



2;hl to have come to the 

roy. By the Gods, how 

? 

lommencement tboa art 

lort art tliou trackipc- 

(lit to pass by the Goda 

d shall I introduce? 
in truth to hear of U- 



I I rian youth with a flying 

ingcil love ol lawless nuptials [did I goj 



Mem, And I thee, who 
Idiean diy and unhappy tO' 
wast thou removed from m 

Hel. Alas ! nlos I to - 
coming ; alas ! alas ! and i 

Mem. Speak; for all thb 
may be listened to. 

Hel. I abhor the story ; 

Hes. Yet speak. Sn'cei 
hours.** 

Hel. Not to the couch of 
oar," and with the' 

AIen. For what deity,*** or what fortune robbed thee of thy 
country f 

Hel. The son of Jove^ of Jove, O bosband, hu csoaed na 
to approach the Nile. 

TklEX. Marvellous things [thou tcllest] of the eeoder. 
fearful tale ! 

Hel. I have wept, and I now wet mine eyelids with tcan. 
The wife of Jove has destroyed me. 

AIen. Juno? Desiring to add what of ilb? 

Hel. Alas! for roy woes, for the baths and fotintun% 
where the Goddesses beautified their forms, [aod^ where euaa 
the trial 

Me!c, Did Juno bring on thee these ills on aecoont of that 
trial? 

Hel. [Ay], that she might take away lov^— 

Men. How? Speak. 

** But yap/ievoi-, Etnulc;'* cmomUtion, ii prcfiemd by Dindac( and 
almiMi bj Pflugk. 

** )• c. of labour* part. CT. Androm. p. IS, AX' ili rM —W>ra 
fUfiiiqvOai w6irw. 

" Cf. Calull. iii. 4, "(ive p«lmulii Opu* foret roUn, lira lintM." 
" It U peihap* worth whif* to obmre thai lb* orly cliMJf 1 naaa- 
iap of tttiftir, cneciaUy in Euiipidet, an motf daboraulj dkeaaaad 
•nd iUutralcd by Budolfan OmUu Lucanui iii. f 3, n. 3. 
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Hel. From TmB, to whom [Venus] had by her nod given 



Mbx. O wretched one. 

Hel. Wretched, wretched one ! Thus she caused thee to 
approach Egypt. 

Men. Then she gave a phantom in thy stead, as I hear 
fromyoo. 

Heu But for tlie sufferings, the sufferings at home, O 
mother, woe is me ! 

Mex. Wliat sayest thou ? 

Hel. My mother is no more. Through me, an ill-wedded 
disgrace ! she fastened the strangling noose. 

SIex. Ah me ! And is thy daughter Hcrmione alive ? 

Hel. Unwedded, childless, O husband, slie with sliame 
laments my nuptials no nuptials. 

Mex. O Paris, who host utterly destroyed my house, these 
things have destroyed both thee and mjrriads of brazen-armed 
Greeks. 

Hel. But me, ill fated, accursed, the God cast out from 
mj country, from my city, and from thee, in that I, not leav- 
ing, lef^ thy houic and couch for shameful nuptials. 

Clio. If ye can meet with prosperous fortune hereafter, it 
will avail a;^ainst the past. 

Mess. ^lenelaus, to me also give some of the pleasure, 
which I too am hearing, but do not clearly possess. 

Men. Tliou too, old man, share our di^cour^e. 

Mess. Is not this the authoress of our troubles at Troy ? 

Mex. Not she, we were deceived by the Gods, having a 
•ad ^^ image of vapour in our hand.n. 

Mess. What sayest thou ? Did wc then vainly undergo 
toils for a cloud ? 

Mbx. This was the deed of Juno, and the strife of the three 
Goddesses. 

Mess. And is this woman really and tnily thy wife ? 

Mex. Herself; believe this on my assertion. 

Mess. O daughter, how variable is the Deity, and inscrut- 
able! But well I ween he turns things around, bearing them 
hither and thither. One man toils; another, who Ims not 
toiled, in turn evilly perishes, possessing firmly nothing of his 
IbrtuiM^ which is only for the time being. For thou and thy 

** Valck. vYfiv, mouL 
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husband di<I slu in troubles, thou indeed ia words, but Iw in 
hia ardour for to. deeds of the spear. But hasteoing, whiea 
he hastened he o' itained nought, but now he fares eooot for- 
tunately, having obtained good spontnneousljr.** Then tlkoa 
hast not disgraced thy old father and the Dioscuri, nor hsn 
thou done such thinns as are renorlnd ! Now I again renew 
thy hymeneal rite, torches, which 1 htm, 

running beside tb .: and thou in thy car 

quitted thy happy .. an as his bride. For 

base is that man who iniiters' afiairs, and doe* 

not rcjoice^^ and grie\ ;ir good and ilL May 

I, indeed, although 1 be numbered aiooDg 

generous slaves, not I >ut the mind of a free- 

man. For better is >ne man. to be subject 

to two evils, both (o hn tion, and to be taunted 

by others as the slave i 

JIex. Come, agcu ...^ , nbours hnst thou per- 

formed near my shield, having loiietl ilirough them with me ; 
and now having shared in [the news of] my prosperi^, go> 
telt the tidings to our surviving friends, how you have fooDd 
these matters, and in what state of fortune we are. And [bid 
lliem] stay on shore, and wait for my contests that remain, 
and which I expect, and to keep watch [if] we can by any 
means steal away this woman from the land, in order that by 
coming to one point of luck, we may, if we can, be saved from 
the barbarians. 

Uess. These things shall be, king. Although I have 
witnessed how trivial and how full of falsehoods are the words 
of seers. There is nothing sound in the flames of fire, nor in 
the voices of winged birds. And foolish indeed it is even to 
suppose that birds can benefit mortals. For neither Calchaa 
■aid nor signified to the army, when he saw his friends dying 
an account of a cloud, nor Ilelenus ; but tbe city was destroyed 
in vain. You will say it was because the deity did not wish it 
[that they should speak] ; why then do we consult seen ? It 
behoves us, sacrificing to the Gods, to ask for good thinsa, bat 
to let alone prophecies. For this was inveoted as nought bat 



** Tha construction is slifhlljr inverted, ilw si 
*pa«*(t tinxivrmTa. 

" Atk«r trrJiJ^9^ supplj ivoAtlc Such a 
Genual phmaa. 
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a bait to life; and no one, being a flluggird, ever grew rich 
OD diTinationfl. For discernment and prudence are the best 
of jpropbett.^ 

Ciia Mj opinion, too^ concerning prophets tends to the 
Mune point with this old man's. If one has the Gods as his 
friends^ he has the best divination in his house. 

Hel. Be it so. Thus far matters stand well ; but to learn 
bow tUoUy O hapless man, wast saved from Troy, is indeed 
no profit ; but there is a certain desire for friends to hear the 
troubles of friends. 

Mex. In truth thou hast asked me manj things in a single 
sentence and bj a single road. Why should I tell thee of the 
shipwrecks in the iEgean Sea, of the fires lighted in Eubosa 
bj Nauplius,*' and of Crete, and of Libya, to which cities 
I turned my course, and of the look-outs of Perseus.^ I 
eould ncTcr satisfy thee with the story, and telling thee my 
troubles I should still grieve. In suffering I was troubled ; 
and I should thus be pained twice. 

IIel. Thou hast spoken more fitly^ than I asked thee. 
But, leaving all [other matters], tell me one thing. For how 
long a time hast thou been tossed in marine wanderings 
upon tlie surface of the sea ? 

Mex. Year a(\er year^ in addition to the ten years at 
Troy, I have passed through seven revolutions of years. 

Uel. Alas ! aUn ! a long time thou tellest, hapless one. 
And being preserved from thence, thou art hither come to 
death.» 

Mex. How saycst thou ? What wilt thou say ? I low hast 
thou undone me, woman ! 

Hel. Thou wilt perish by the man whose house this is. 

^IxB. Having done wliat deed worthy of this misfortune ? 

Hel. Thou art come unexpected and a hinderance to my 
nuptials. 

** For the MBtimfnt of Menander, p. 78, i tXiIwvv vmv 1%^*^ UJirrtQ 
r' d^t^ric i^n #v/i/i9vXoc 9* J/m, m« Barnca't nou, Duport. GnomoL 
UoMT, ^ n. 

** CC Scrr. oo Vlrg. JEn. xL 2G0. 

* At one extremity of the Egyptian Delta. Cf. Herod. iL 15. 

* L e. with greater pnidcoce than 1 showed in aiking the qoestioo. 
** Literally, ** ycar-wiae, ooaputing by ycara." 
•» DiBdor/haa oniUcd the line fi9/ mc rdx^^rm fSfC I* dwwiXXmjfiiiC 
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Mbh. What, has some one wished to wed mjwiie? 
H£i_ Ay, and to work that insult on me, which I 1ut« 
ondergone.^ 

MsM. Some one of privitto inflaence, or raling the land ? 
HsL, The son of Proteus, who governs this conntij. 



"iard from the a 

nven like a beggar, 
ance? O wretched soe I 
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eem, all aboot tnj nup- 
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preserved inviolate for 

this? for tbou teUett 



Ueh. This is that 

HeI. SUnding at n 

Men. These, from 

HSL. And wast thi 

Mek. The matter inoccu 

Heu Thou knoweat the 
tials? 

Mek. I know i bol thi 
escaped the nuptials ? 

Hki_ Know that thy bed 
thee. 

Meh. What evidence [is lu% 
pleasant iliingi?, if true. 

Hel. Dost thou behold the unhappy seat of me a aup- 
pliant at this tomb? 

Men. I see a couch strewn on the ground, O wretched one ; 
but what have you to do with it? 

Hel. Here I have kept beseeching an escape from nup- 
tials. 

Men. Throughlockof an altar, or afW barbarian cuatoms? 

Hel. This hoa been defence for me equal to the templet 
of the Gods. 

Men. Is it not then allowed me to ship thee bomewarda ? 

Hel. The sword, rather than my bed, will await Ihee^ 

Men. Thus I aliall be the most wretched of mortala. 

Hel. Do not then be ashamed [to flee], but escape inm 
this land. 

Men. Leaving thee? I have destroyed Troy fcff thy sake. 

Hel, For it is better tlian for my bed to cause yonr death. 

Men. Thou speakest unmanly acts, and unworthy of TVoy. 

Hel. Thou wilt not slay the king, as thou perhapa aimed at. 

Men. Hat be then a body invulnerable to the sw(»d 7 

Hel. Thou wilt see ; but to dare what ia impoarihie ia not 
the pan of a wise man. 
" VU.tsasU**. Ctn. 383, MX* tMi^.tHf tkiw Uf rnw J—. 
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222 Hi-.i.x..,. 

Men. Shall I then in silence prive liim my hands to bine 
Hbl. Thou art come to a ditficulty, and tliere is nct'<l 
tome cootriTaDce. 

Mex. For better is it to die bj doins than bj not doing 
. HcL, There is one hope, b j which Mone we may be sav 
Mcar. To be porchasedy or dared, or depending upon won 
Uel. If the mant were not to hear of thy arrival 
^Iex. And who will tell [him] of me ? He will not sur 
know who I am. 
^ IIel. Within he has an allj equal to the Gods. 

^ Mcx. Some oracular voice shrined in his dwelling ? 

Hel. No^ but his sister ; thcj call her Theonoe. 
Mex. a name for oracles ; but saj» what is she doing ? 
[ Hel. She knows all, and will tell her brother thou art p 

*• sent. 

I Mex. Then I shall die ; for it is impossible for me to 

ooncealed. 
^ Hel. If we could both by any entreaties persuade her— 

M Mex. To do what thing ? Into what hope dost tL 

I leadme? 

I Hel. Xot to tell her brother of your presence in the bin 

Mex. And having persuaded her, could we separate ( 
footsteps from the land ? 

Hel. Easily, in common with her, but not by stealth. 
Mex. It is tbv work ; since a woman is fitted for a worn) 
Hel. She shall not have her knee^ untouched by my ban 
Mex. But what if she will not receive our entreaties ? 
Hel. Thou wilt die ; and I unhappy shall be wedded 
force. 

Mex. Thou wouldst be a traitress. Thou usest that foi 
as a pretence. 

Hel. But I have sworn a sacred oath by thine head. 
Mex. What sayest thou? that thou wilt die, and nei 
change thine husband ? 

Hel. Ay, and with the same sword ; and I will lie besi 
thee. 
^ yiss. On these terms touch then my right hand. 

Hel. I touch it, [swearing] that if thou die^t, I will qi 
i thb light. 

Mcx. And I, deprived of thee, will end my life. 
HcL. How then shall we die, so as to obtain renown ? 
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Mex. Hi in? slain thee on the back or the tomb, I wiB 
■Uy myself. But lirst we n-iU engnge in u inighljr contest ior 
thy bed ; una let him who will, draw nigh. For I will Dot 
disgrace ray renown at Troy ; nor shnll I returning to Greece 
obtain much reproach, who deprived Thetis of Achilles, aad 
hAve seen the death of Ajax the »on of Telamon, and the son 
of Neleusi" but for my own wife's sake shall I not think fit 
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;he Gods are wise, tbqr 
> tomb the valiant mnn, 
ast the craven beneath ■ 

ace of Tantalus be-pra»- 

hus am I in fonooe, O 

hetic Theonoe ia oooing 

ids, as the bars are kM»- 

? For both absent and 

mo hither. wrelclied 

luer being preserved from 

Troy, and from a barbarian land, will, coining to barbarianV 

swords, fall again. 

TiiEOX. (Jollotced hi/ tico female altendantt.) Do thoa in- 
deed lead the vay, bearing the light of lamps, and with aul- 
phur purge the holy consecrated^ recess of the air, that we 
may receive the pure breath of heaven. And do thou io turn 
purify with cleansing flame the path, should anj one have 
violated it, by treading with impious foot; and shake the 
pine<brand, that I may pass through. But both of jtm, 
having performed this law of mine, take back the flame of 
the hearth into the dwelling. Helen, what, bow stand jay 
divinations? Thy husband Uenelaus i> plainly come hither, 

" Thii ii Mui^Te'i nccetsu7 emenditioa for 6v«it>Ci for Aonaa 
ind Palynmtor both rctiuned ufe Inim Trojr. 
■* Cr. Ale. 4G3, nvOa v« x^" Irait^Ot rivai, triih Uonk's Bote. 

PfLlOK. 

" I read Oii'av ^1 «;iKWi*/iaf ai'Si^c i"'X^''- ni(pA>r( halm mO^ri* 
TKtuum laiulit UjibuM conttenttuK, viih Pfiufk ud Diodsri'. fje^ 
aiSipet tttmt Huirdtnt to mixo'i m tn ti. 44. On tlia ensloM sm 
lluignva. Far ei.'oK PBngk cotnpuet Worn. Od. X. 461. Y. Sa 8a 
L}'»ippiU ipnd Polluc. rii. II, Irixra'^c *>ri SiwMic rat ■XX*T|»i«c 
JriMiac. Cf. Peith. Aaliq. Homnic. >■ 6. i a. LomcUr d« Lwlnt. aia. 
p. 2W s^. 
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dqwiTed of his ships^ and of thine image. wretched one, 
mm what toils having escaped didst thou come, nor knowest 
whether thoa wilt retom hcMne, or remain here. For there is 
m sbife among the Gods ; and a council concerning thee will 
be this daj sitting near Jore.^ Juno^ indeed, who before was 
hostile to thee^ is now well inclined, and wishes to bring jou 
aafe to jonr countrj with this [your wife], that Greece may 
learn that the nuptials of Paris, the gift of Venus, were pre- 
tended nuptials. But Venus wishes to destroy thy return, 
that she may neither be convicted, nor be seen to have 
mothased [the palm of] beauty by a foolish marriage with 
Helen. But the result rests with me, whether, as Venus 
desires, baring told my brother thou art here, I shall destroy 
thee ; or, on the otlier hand, riding with Juno, I save thy life, 
oopcealing thee from my brother, who appoints me to tell 
him of this, when thou chancest to arrive at tliis land. Who 
will go to tell my brother that this man is here present, that 
I may be safe? 

Hel. O virgin, I fall a suppliant at thy knee, and am sitting 
nt a seat^' not blest, both on my bclialf and this man's, whom 
with difficulty at length having found, I am on the very point 
of seeing dying. Tell not to thy brotlicr that this my husband 
is come into these most loving hands ; but save him, I beseech 
thee ; and for thy brother do not desert thy piety, purchasing 
base and unjust thanks. For the deity hates violence, and 
orders all men to obtain what may be acquired, not through 
plunder.^ For the heaven is common to all mortals,^ and the 
earth, on which it behoved us dwelling in our houses, not to have 
other men's goods, nor to seiie them by force. But Hermes, 
by the will of heaven^ indeed, but sadly for me, has given 
me to thy fiuher to preserve for this my husband ; who is pre- 

* Or rather, " will tit by Jore." Udptipcc i&av b« illiutr&tcd from 
Orid. Met. L Uh, 4, 5 tqq. Virg. ^o. x. 2 sqq. With reference to the 
^AXXeyec 9tm¥, or '^oooeeBMis Dounun," cf. Amaud, de Diis llapi^ 
J^eic, 4 7. 

* GC PhflRi. 300, yrvwtnlc Upac wp^vwtrv^ ^ ira|. Soph. (Sd. 
T. 1; riMic v*^ Upac^BcmZtrt. 

* ic «pirc7ic — •ix ^^< mpwrnlU^p. Hipp. 276, inrtZ i' i/c dr^- 

Tf^ur /)«•«. MaTTHUB. 

* The wee UrUc I* h irXeirec iiut^ nc <^t hae beta thrown oat 
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wlio justly feeks to recover my wife, restore her, and more- 
orer, save me ; bat if it does not seem good, I shall be not 
wretched now for the first time, but often [before], and thou 
wilt appear a wicked woman. But those thin;;s which we 
deem wortbj of us, and just, and which will chieflj touch 
thine heart, I will gladlj say near this monument of thy sire. 

thou old man, who dwellest in this stone tomb, restore [her]. 

1 demand back of tliee my wife, whom Jove sent hither for 
tliee to preserve for me. I know that thou being deiad canst 
never make us restitution, but this woman will not think fit 
that her father, who was once most glorious, should hear re- 
proaches, being called upon from below, for she now has the 
power.** nether Hades, thee too I invoke as ally, who 
hast received for the sake of this woman many bodies that fell 
bj my sword, and thou hast thy reward. Either then give 
them back again to life, or compel this woman who seems to 
be better than her impious sire, to give back my nuptials. 
But if ye rob me of my wife, I will tell thee what argu- 
ments slie Ims omitted. By an oatli, O virgin, (tliat thou 
mayest know it,) wc arc bound first to do battle with thy 
brother; and he or I must die; the word is simple. But if 
he does not in the fight op|x>de foot to foot, but socks [to slay] 
by starvation us suppliant at this tomb ; it has been determined 
by me to slay this woman, and then to drive this two-edged 
sword to my heart; u])on the summit of this tomb, that streams 
of blood may trickle down the burial-place ; and we shall af- j 
terwards lie, two corses on this ixilished tomb, an undying 
grief to thee, and reproach to thy sire. For neither thy 
brother nor any one el:»e shall wed this woman ; but I will 
take her away for myself, if not to my house, at least to the 
dead. Wlmt is this? turning myself to woman by tears, I 
shall be an object of pity rather than a man to act Slay, if 
please thee ; for thou wilt not slay me ingloriously ; but ratlier 
indeed be persuadeil by my words, that thou mayest be just, 
and I nuiy recover my wife. 

Cno. It is for thee, damsel, to decide the question. But 
do thou give judgment so as to please all parties. 

l^sox. I am both bom to act piously, and willing to do so ; 
and I love myself, and I would not stain the renown of mv 
iatber ; nor would I grant a favour to my brotlier by which 

« cvpic is tipUiaed by Ts. 887, riXscr if' ifXp. crA. 
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1 8ball appear infamoua. Bat in me there ia bjmUnretgnii 
shrine of juatice; and having thia from Nereiu^ I will endetTov 
to preserve Menelaua. And ainoe Juno wiahea to benefit te 
I will place mj vote on the same aide; and maj Yenn be 
propitious to me, although ahe haa never maiehed with me:' 
and I will endeavour to remain a virgin for ever. But as ti 
the matters of which thou haat apoken aa a disgiaoe to vj 
father at this tomb, there ia the same language on oj put 
I should be guiltj of injustice, should I not restore [thy wife]; 
for bowould^if living, have given back to her to possess tk^ 
and thee to [possess] her. Forinaooththeieis vengetneenr 
these matters both among the dead, and to all men above.' Tte 
mind of the deceased lives not indeed, but has an immotd 
intelligence, falling into the immortal ether. That I majoot, 
then, make a long speech, I will be silent aa to the things tlM 
hast besought me ;. nor in foUj will I ever be a feUow oona- 
sellor with my brother ; for I benefit him, though not 8eemiii{ 
to do so, if from impiety I make him holy. Do je then jm- 
selves find out an escape ; and I, getting out of the way, viO 
keep silence. But begin ye from the Gods, and beseech Yews 
indeed to let thee return to thy country ; and that Juno's »• 
solves may remain in the same state, which she enterttinsfbr 
the safety of thee and thy husband. But thou, my deoeisei 
father, as far as I have strength, shalt never be called is* 
pious instead of pious. (Exit Tueoxoe.) 

Cno. No one, being bom unjust, has ever prospered; but 
injustice are there hopes of safety. 

lirL. Menclaus, we have been saved by the virgin; but 
henceforward it behoves thee, producing reasons, to oombitf 
a common contrivance for our safety. 

Men. Hear then indeed. Thou hast long been in the 
dwelling, and hast been bred up with the attendants on the 
king. 

Heu Why dost thou say this ? for thou bringest hopes u 
though about to do something for our common good. 

Men. Couldst thou persuade any one of those who gni^ 
the four-horse chariots, so as to furnish us with a car? 

Hel. I might persuade ; but what flight can wo take^ being 
'^rant of the plains and the barbarian land ? 

Men. You mention a thing impossible. Come; what K 
" u;l haTt never been acquainted with her rites. 
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hiding mjuUin tbo hoose^ I were to slay tbo king with thii 
fWD-cdged tword? 

Hel. His sister would not suffer it^ nor be silent^ if thou 
were about to slaj her brother. 

Hex. But neither is there a ship, in which fljing we might 
be tavedy for the sea possesses the one we had. 

HxL. Listen^ if even a woman can say aught wise. Art 
thoo willing to be reported dead in words^ not being dead ? 

lliai. Tis a bad <mien ; but if I gain bj saying so^ I am 
veady to die in report, not dying. 

Hu. And truly we will excite pity in the impious [king] 
fej female cuttings of hair and groanings. 

MsN. But what means of safety does thb furnish for us ? 
For there is something of simplicity in the design. 

Hel. I will request the tyrant of this land to make a 
borial in an empty tomb,** as though you .had died by sea. 

3Ie5. And suppose he permits ; how then shall we, having 
given an empty tomb to my body, be saved without a ship ? 

Hel. I will urge him to bestow a ship, in which he will 
place adornments for thy coffin to be thrown into the arms of 
the deep. 

Mex. How well hast thou spoken of this, save in one 
thing, should he bid thee make tlie burial on the land ! The 
pretence will bring nothing with it 

Hel. But we' will say that it is not the custom in Greece 
to inter on land those who die at sea. 

Mex. In this again thou art right ; then shall I sail witli 
tbee, and place the adornments on board the same bark ? 

Hel. It behoves thee especially to be present, and tbj 
sailors, who escaped from the shipwreck. 

yiEX. And truly if I lay hold of a ship at anchor, man 
shall stand by man sword in hand. 

Hel. It behoves thee to decide on all this. Only let there 
be escorting breexes to the sail, and to the ship a course. 

Mex. It will be so ; for the Gods will put a stop to mj 
troublea. But from whom wilt thou say thou hast learnt I 
em dead? 

Hel. From thee. And do thou say that thou alooa hast 



* <l»j>— bmsdinfoardifffatttmwinEaripMtos; l.teiaurorbary; 
2. lOftrauttsbsiBltffrtd; 3. tolMiooarwithiasaBpcyloaibomcoMfiAlt 
esiatkissMnn; CiobanitbtdMdbodiM. 8m Beck's ladM. 
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eaaped death, sAiling with the son of Alreua, uiil thftt joa 
Mir him perish. 

Men. And truly these rags, the coverings of my bodj, will 
bear -witness concerning the wreck of the ships. 

Hel. [Things] hare happened opportondy, which fonDerijr 
wen inopportunely lost ; sr-* "'■-' — "- — iaeunuy percbaaeo 
fall out happily. 

Hen. But does it b the hooae with tbe^ 

or shall we sit quiet 

Hel. Stay here , ek to do thee anjr 

wroog, this tontb anu -otect thee. Bat I, 

going into the house, i t, and will exehsnge 

my white garments foi u ^che«k I will throw 

ibt nail, [drawing] bloi For great is the 

struggle, and I perc^vt of the balance ; for 

I must either perish, it j a my plans, or cohm 

to my country and preserve toy iiie. u hnllowed Juno, who 
reclincst on the bed of Jove, give two unfortunate beings s 
rest from their toils, we beseech thee, stretching our hands 
direct up to heaven, where thou dwellest amid the Tmried 
spanglings of the stars. And thou, who didst obtain [tbe 
prize of J beauty for my nuptials, thou Tenua, dlaughter of 
I^one, do not destroy me. For enough is the injury, where- 
with thou hast injured me before, presenting among the ber- 
bariaos my name, not my body. But if thou wilt slay zae, 
suffer me to die in father-hind. Wherefore art thou insitiste 
of ills, practising loves, deceits, and cunning device^ wad 
philters causing blood in bouses ? But if thou wert moderate^ 
in other respecU thou art the sweetest of Goddeasea to men. 
I speak not in vain. 

Cao. On thee I call, who sittest in thy seat of song** be- 
neath tbe foliaged nooks; thee, the musical bird of sweetest 
warbling, tbe plaintive nightingale. Corner thou that 
through thy dun cheeks^ dost trill thy lay, a partner in nj' 
dirge, and singing the tearful toils of hapless Helen and <^ 
the Trojans under the spears of the Greeki ; Paris,'* who 

* I kiTi treated iwwnXa tal Wmvc ■■ ■ hndisdy*. Oa th* WMaif 
oT uvnla im Pfluitk on n. 174. 

* EipnMcd bf Ariitoplunai, At. 'ill iqq. 

" Join It Ifu^tr—Itpafit—Tlmpt mirijtMt, tiwwpaaiw tb« aaOM ; 
*~ ''bs nabmi ordw would b« tha : iX« diOoM* Wm«c lUw rtf. 
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came, wlio came to the j^ns [of Greece] with barbarian oar, 
who coursed the wareSy bringing from Laccdtcmon thj nuptials 
iinhappj to the sons of Priimiy when be had obtained [thee] 
by the gift of Venus. Bat manj of the Greeks, having 
breathed out their life hy the spear and hurlings of stones, 
sad IladeSi having caused the mourning locks of their 
to be shorn ; and dwellings exist without bridegrooms. 
But a man with a single bark^ having kindled up a burning 
flame^ around sea-girt Euboca, [and] liaving fallen upon the 
Capherian rocks and the marine coasts of the JEgean, de* 
strojed many, having lit up a deceitful light^* But the moun- 
tains of Alalea were without ports, when there rushed far from 
hia coontrj on the gale of the winds [a man] bearing in his ship 
in barbarian guise a prodigy, no prodigy, but strife on strife 
to the Greeks^ a cloud, the divine image sent by Juno. Whe- 
ther it was a God, or not a God, or something between,^^ who 
of mortals can aver,^* Imving searched out to the very end, so 
as to discover, who [indeed] perceives the counsels of the 
Gods flitting hither and thitlicr in unexpected, contradictory 
turns of fate ? Thou art the dauglitcr of Jove, O Helen, for 
thy vringed sire begat thee in the bosom of Leda. And yet*^ 
tliy report through Greece is that of an unjust wretch, a 
b^rayer, a faithless, godless one ; nor have I [to say] what is 
dear among mortals. I find the word of the Gods to be 
true. Foolish ye, as many as obtain [tlie renown of] valour 

** Because Naupliui vnus carried from Tnnr to Euboct in a ihip. 
HcBMAiiit. If wo read aft^vrav with Matthic, mrd muit bo sup- 
plied. 

** fiappdp^v 9Tokac cannot, I think, signify " classi advcrsus barbaros 
pfoloctse," as Pflugk supposes, and there seems liulo doubt that a new sen- 
tence should commence at aXi/uv\ I have thcrcforo adopted Hermann's 
bold« bat, I think, certain emendation, dXifuva J* 6pta (the old reading) 
M^Xmi, fiapfldp99 rroXac '^f* icvro TarpUoQ cr. x(fM* *^^» ^* ^^ ^« 
fptp fpcifi Aavam¥. He obsenres, *' tcI scntentia ostendit, dXXd ineptnm 
9me, quia isti inter sc oppooi nequeunt. Est id a metricis a^jcctum, cum 
ciddisset 1^1 post Sp*¥, Id metro strophico confirmatur. *£^y dicit 
belli ad Trojam* (pUi autem refertur ad procorum HelcMD inter so con* 
loitioaeai." 

*• CC iEach. Prom. 11&, Wc U^ wponwrm, iC iprff^, OUwvtoc, i 

llcnuBB has rswrittm this paMsge, but, I think, with little ne- 
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ti the scntt of Mi, teoordi&f to Pfla^ but Dindorf rightly 
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b; war, fooliahlj resting: Irom the toils of mortaU" ia d« ^| 
spears of vaMant war. For if tlic contest of blood i« to Antr- S 


mine [mfln's quarrels], never wilt strife !«■»» tbe cities U^ 

it was in their power to decide by words tbe slriio cnMcaraiM 
thee. Helen. But now they indeed are the care oT Hadea 
below, and fire, like the lightning of Jove, h«s fallen oa their 
wulls, bringing 8uff< ' . " ' ig> in calamity to miatfw 
able Troj." 


lEnUr 


>C] 'twm AinU»jr.] 


TiiEOC lioil, 
tlioe at tlie outlets i ■ 


sire 1 for I have interred 
r the sake of my address- 


i„SiL For ever 
tills thy son Theocl 
servants, rcmoTe tl 
into the regal dwelli 
in that we do not pn 


coming into the hooae. 
1 thee. Do ye indeed, 
nets (or tbe wild beuts 
id reproach myself nnch, 
1 death. And noir I k«ra 


thnt some one 


of the u 


■pL'Ka 18 openly come to this land, ind 



has escaped" the notice of the watcli, cither as a apj, or ai 
ing to steal away Helen. But he shall die, if indeed he be bat 
caught. Ha 1 I find, it seems, every thing evilly done ; for the 
daughter of Tynilanu, having left empty her seat at the tomb^ 
has been convoyed away from this land. Ho ! open tbe doon^ 
remove the horses from the stable,*' ye servantB, and bring oot 
tlie chariots, that, as far as trouble is concerned, tbe brid^ 
whom I aim at, mny not escape me, being carried off from this 
land. Stop I for I see her, whom I meant to punue, present ia 
the house, and not fled away. Thee I address. Why hast thoa 
put block garments on thy form in exchange for whits? and 
from thy noble head hast shorn the locks, having broogfat 

" Then is somclMng wrong here, traatt hpie A*ait» n ?lfjj_an_ 
Henn. Uiiul. avOovc Oavarmr. Seidler. 

" What is EOMnt bjr ai t Ituihim njs, " puto lpii>t wl SfiXXmc." 
But tlut would b« exKctljr tlic revgia of iIm truth. But I b j bo Beaaa 
hold far >]terins fXirtw, villi Hermauii utd odiers. I hava very linle 
deubl that (he odIt correction wMted is i (tciL I^t— li' Ipv) n^uU; 
i. e. " throuefa which Iha aoDi of Priam left tha eaith, (L «. dM,) iqUa 
thejF might,'' Ac 

" Diudorf aeeau right in regarding Ihia versa aa a ilaaa. 

" Tha Oi«ek aftj/tlrtt fmpk ^v, ifitf U xAknr rw 
PruiOK. 



Hei. Mjki^firMv 



Tncoc I 



^^V^^^^p^^P ^» ^H^^B ^H^B S^^^^B^^^HpV Ai^^^^^V ^^^^^^^b S^^H^^B ^m^^B^^^^ A^^^^m^p ^b 4 

tcD thee tint? 

Hci. Beck ske «js H^ 



Tbcoc Wlwt, htti iBj oae eoae. v^ tciLf tiis c^atIt ? 
Hci. He kae eoae. AW nej ke ec^e, ae I 



bim to 

Tucoc. \Tbo is it ? Wbere if be ? ua: I s^^ Ltir^ s 



demrij? 

HcL. Tbis nan. who sits croochiz^ at tlis vx=.'>. 

TuEOC Apolio ! tow oonspicaocf £« i» iri si.Li:,^r jjir^ 1 

IIel. Alas! I la&rr mr hiahazA too Lu ^^:i xLUlxr. 

Theoc Bot of wLat ccontxj is this oarv, ai>i wLei^oe La* 
be come to tbis land ? 

IIel. A Greek, goe of the ArLyans a feUow-rora^er witL 
Bj bnaband. 

TuEOC. Bjr wbat d«atb does he sar Menelaus dlcti ? 

Heu Mo«t piteouslj, amid th#; wet «ur;;cs of the maio. 

Tbeoc Sailing where in the uartanan Mas ? 

Hel. Faliin<; amooz the harbourleas rocks of Libja. 

Tbeoc And how did not this man periah, aharing io the 

up • 

HeXm Tbe worte are sooietiffles more fortunate than the 
food. 

Tbcoc Bat where learing the fragmenU of bit sbip^ ia be 
present? 

HcL. Where I with he bad perished, and not ^lenclaus. 
Treoc He is no more. But in what bark came rthit 
an]? '' 

Heu Seilon met with and took bim up. as he laja. 

" Aa naivofoc, as in ts. I20&, 121&. ltl&. 

fl 
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TiiEoa Where indeed is the evil sent to Tro; tiwtead 
of tUee ? 

Hel. Thou me&DCst the imitge of cloud. It ia goae to 
the slcf. 

TnEOC. O Priam, and Und of Troy, how vainly have j* 
perished] 

Hel. And I aliared the cahtmitr with the sons of Priun. 

TiiEOC. But has fihe left her 1 band buried, or hides hiia 
in tho earth ! 

Hel. Unburied, alas I me w: .led for mine ills. 

TnEOC. On this account has. -"ou shorn the kckf of thy 
yellow hair ? 

Hel. Fox he is dear, whoevi is, being here. 

TitEOC. Is this calamity rightij lewniled ? 

Hel. Would it be a li^ht thing ir thy sister to die? 

TuBOC. Ho indeed. How the: ' Wilt thou still dwell at 
this tomb ? 

Hel. Why dost thou mock me, and not leave alone the 
dead? 

Theoc. Thou art faithful to thy husband, flying from me. 

Hel. But not so longer. Xoiv begin my nuptials. 

Theoc. Thou hast come [to this determinationj late, but 
nevertheless T commend this. 

Hel. Knowest thou then what to do ? Let us forget all that 
has passed. 

TiiEoc. On what condition ? For let favour come id re- 
turn for favour. 

IIel. Let us plight a truce, and be thou reconciled to ma. 

TiiEOC. I yield up my hostility to thee, and let it fly away. 

Hel. By thy knees theit, since thou now art a friend— 

Theoc. Seeking what thing, hast thou stretched out thy- 
self as a suppliant to me? 

Hel. I desire to inter my dead husband. 

TnEOC. But what interment is there for the absent? Wilt 
thou inter his shade ? 

Hel. It is a custom with the Greeks, whosoever diea at 
sea — 

TnEoa To do what? The sons of Pclops in aooth an 
clever at such things. 

Hel. To bury in empty ihrouds of vestments. 
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Tncoc. BuT7 then. Raise a tomb where thou wilt in this 
land. 

Hel. We do not thus inter sailors who have perished. 

TiiEOC. How then ? I am deficient in the customs of the 
Greeks. 

Hel. Into the sea we cast what are due to the dead. 

Tbkoc What then shall I furnish thee for the dead ? 

Heu I know not ; for I am unskilled [in such matters], 
before been happy. 

TuEOC O stranger, thou hast indeed brought an acceptable 
message of words. 

Mex. Not so to me indeed, or to the dead. 

TnEoa How do je inter the corses of those who die 
at sea? 

Men. According as each person has means at hand. 

TnEOC. Speak in respect to expense, whatever jou wish, 
for this woman's soke. 

Mex. Tlie blood of a victim is first offered to the dead. 

TnEOC. Of what victim ? tell mc, and I will comply. 

Mex. Decide thou thyself. For whatever thou shalt give, 
will suffice. 

TiiEOC. Among the barbarians indeed the custom is a 
horse or bull. 

Mex. In giving it indeed, give thou -nothing mean. 

TnEOC. We do not lack these [beasts] in our rich herds. 

Mex. And biers empty of the body are brought [well] 
spread. 

TuEOC. This shall be ; but what other thing is it the cus- 
tom to offer ? 

Mex. Brazen-wrought arms ; for he loved the spear. 

TnEOC. Tliese, which we shall give, will bo worthy tba 
sons o( Polops. 

Mex. And the other beautiful fruits which the soil bears, j 

TiiEOC. How then? In what way do ye cast them into 
the wave ? 

^Iex. a ship, and those who stand at the oar, must be pre- 
sent. 

TnEOC. And how far does the ship put out from land? 

Mex. So far, that the surge [aroond the keel] can soareely 
ba seen firom land. 
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TnEOC. Vilij indeed, mnd from what ctnse; doe* Green 
respMl thia custom ? 

Men. So that the warn may not east tine ablaliooa badk 
to liii(L 

Tueoc. A svirt-going PhaaicuiQ oar abali be fanualni 

Men. It mil be well, as a farour at leut to McaelaaL 

TiiEoc. Wilt thoD be Euffidcat to do these tilings witbovt 
this [iroman] ? 

H ES. This is the office of a mother, a wife, or at childnn. 

Tueoc. It is the task of this womao, aa jou aaj, to lartCT 
her husband. 

Men. It is piety at least not to rob the dead of their dae. 

TnEOC Bo it so ; it is for my interest U> train np a piou 
nife. But going into the boiue^ I trill bring forth mdcnaean 
for the dead, and I n-ill send ihee away frocn the laad Boc 
irith empty hands, having done these ibings as a &rMW M 
this n-omon. But having brought me good tiding iaOtmltti 
thy ragged garb thou shall receive venture and food, ao ^ fiir 
thee to reiom to thy counirj-, since indeed I see ihee now in t 
wretched plight. But do thou, O wretched one, not for things 
which cannot be mended,** • • • • waiting away thyself. Bot 
Meoel-ius has liis lot ; for thy hosbaod, being dead, caq nerer 
Uv. [.gain]. 

Mes, 'TIS iby task, O damsel It indeed behores the« ta 
lore ihy present husband, but to let alone him that is dead, 
for this is best for thee under circumstances. But if I arriT^e 
in Greece, and obtain safety, I will cause thee to cease frooi 
ihy former reproach, if thou be such a wom&n to thy coosort 
as it becomes thee to be. 

IIel. These things shill be, nor shall my husband ever 
find fault with me ; but thou, being near, shall thyself knoir 
this. But, ii-reiched one, go within, and obtain a bath, and 
change thy dress. ITithou: delay I will do thee akindne^ ; 
lor tliou wilt with belter will peHorm ilie rites due to Uesc- 
hw. if thou mectest with such things from me as is befitting. 

Cao. Once** on a time with hurried step the moantain- 

" Djudutf lecou ta hire 4rtfd mjuiidoufl)' ia DUtkiug tliii t-^-nn 
''hea the limple roajrcturc a( Elaulty, Tfiix'" '''""i', ncetva^ bj 
Pilu^li. I'ully complete! tht snue. 

** 1'^c DpinioD of criuci tiact lie Lmc of Hath •mm (a be »>nKm 
onuiimaiu in condnDainf ihii Chores u ui aasiutabis iamidBCIMk &«■ 
uothet plajr. Sec hovcrer Pflu^lc'a cole. 
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iXMiniog mother of the Gods rashed through the wood/ groves, 
and the riTer-stream of waters, and the deep-roaring billows 
of the seoy in anxious desire of her departed daughter, not to 
be named.^ And the Bacchic cymbals sending forth a pierc- 
ing dang, loudly shouted, when the Goddess, having yoked 
her chariot to wild beasts, [sought] her who had been snatched 
nway from out the circles of virgin dunces ; and with [her] 
were damsels, with feet as swift as the storm ; Diana with 
her bow, and the Gorgon in complete armour with her spear. 
But [Jupiter], looking down from his heavenly [seat], brought 
to pass another fate.^ But when the mother ceased from her 
swift many-wandering toils, seeking out the stealthy tracks^^ 
of her daughter's abduction, she passed indeed the snow-fed 
heights of the Idiean nymphs, and she costs [herself] down 
in grief upon the rocky snow-covered thickets, and not with 
ploaghings fertilising for mortals the plains of the earth des- 
titute of grass,^ she destroys the race of the people ; and sends 
not fresh pasture of rich-leaved tendrils for tlic flocks. And 
the life of cities failed ; and the sacrifices of the Gods ceased, 
and cakes burned not on the altars, and she stopped the dewy 
fountains of crystal waters from gushing forth,*^ raving through 
grief for her daughter. But when she put a stop to the ban- 
quets of the Gods and of the human race, Jove, softening the 
bitter wrath of the mother, said : " Go, ye holy Graces, go, 
eomfort with your voices^ the grief of Ceres** in wrath for 
her daughter ; and ye Muses with the hymns of the dance, 
and the skin-stretched drums with earthly ^ sound of brasa. 



" i. e. Proterpine. Retpecling the confusion of Ccrct and Cybele, sec 
Pflofk. 

** Tkronphottt ihif difficult pasMgc, the bracketed vordf are but an 
uacertain attempt to fill up the tense. I must refer the reader to Din- 
dorTs collection of notes for a selection of conjectures, none of which ap- 
pear to meet the difficulty completely. The supplement of Zt^ and 
Upmrmp aAer ts. 1317, is due to G. fiurges on Troad. p. 196. 

" But Matthic reads /lamvevv^ iv^vc. 

** i. ^. M#rf iyXo« tlt^i. 

** itfimXttp is intransitire,' accordinf to Pflugk. In the next line L. 
Dindorf reads dXdvTM. 

•• But lor dX«Xj Bothe leada iXmp. We Bust lead iCcXXdCcr*. 
vitk the old editMms. 

" rf for rum, L. DiVD. 

" ve^viar, beca«ee icbooDdABf aloof the earth. Traaalate " pealiaf," 
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Then first the fairest oF the deities, the Goddess Venus, both 
wniled, and received in her hands the d^p-toned flute, de- 
lighted with the stnuQ. Him, n^hom^ it is adther lawful 
DOT pious, thou hast inflamed in marriage-beds [with lore^ 
and thou, O daughter, hast obt&ined^ the wrath of the migb^ 
mother, not reverencing ** the sacrifices of the Gods. Of mu^ 

power indeed are the da~'-' -'■■ ' -"--r, and the greec of 

the iv;^ wound on the to le circular wbirliog 

of the rhombus^ in the ildlr dishevelled in 

honour of Bacchus, one le Goddces. | But 

well did the Kloon ovc. day, Tbou aloac 

prcmlestin beuuly.t" 

Hel. In respect (o mn le we are fortunate^ 

friends ; for the daughb ho aids our escape^ 

having been asked about mj present has not told 

her brother; but for mj sake laving died, beholds 

no longer the light. Most b indeed has my hus- 

band snatched up ; for the we»puns ue wus about to let down 
into the sea, these he himself bears, placing his noble hand on 
the handle fof the shield], and taking the spear in hia right 
hand, OS indeed jointly toiling in a favour to the dead. Aai 
before the deed he has his body equipped in arms for battle, as 
being about to phmt a trophy over numberless barbarians by 
bis hand, when we embark ou the oared ship. And having 
changed his shipwrecked dress for robes, I decked him out, 
and gave his skin to the bath, a washing in the river dew after 
a long time. But I must be silent ; for be that thinks be has 
my nuptials ready to his hands, is coming out of the house ; and 
ve crave thy good will, {to the Chorvt,) cootrolling thy t<mgae, 
that, if we can, ourselves being saved, we may save thee alaci.** 

Tbeoc. Go forth in order, as the stranger directed, O 
servants, bearing the titkrine burial ofierings. Helen, do 



b« DlDdoiTi Sv (L < 

Ufittc. 

" Ralher ■* irun cohibuiiti," u aridenl from n. 13A3 aqq. DiRDoar, 
" nwinJJtCoiiffa, SeidL Dind,, whidi jields bclUr waae. 
" piiiPfw, Mu*gn*t, qnotinf Schol. Apol. Bhod. i. 1139, 'ri^fi^c, 

" Vetnu COTrapUtfuai. Dikdoif. 

" RanoT* tb« eemn* sA«r vs. 1388, and itston rpmritw n. Dian. 
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tiioa, if I seem not to speak ill to thee, be penmaded ; remain 
liere. For being present thou wilt do the same things to thy 
husband as if thou wert not present For I fear lest some 
wHd passion, seizing thee, induce thee to cast thj bodj into 
the billows ot the sea, struck with the fond remembrance of 
thj former spouse ; for greatlj dost thou bemoan him, though 
noC present 

Hel. O thou new husband mine, it is necessary to honour 
one's first nuptials and marriage connexions. But I, through 
loTing mj husband, would even die with him. But what 
gratificatioo is it to him for me to die with the dead ? Let 
me then go myself and giro a burial to his corse ; and may 
the Grods bestow what I wish on thee, and on this stranger, 
because be aids me in this toiL But thou shalt have me such 
a wife in your house as is fitting ; since thou art benefiting 
Menelans and myself; for these matters indeed are coming to 
a certain fortune. But command who is to give us a ship, in 
which we may oonrey these things, that I may receive the 
fkvour fully. 

Theoc. {to an attendant) Go then, and give to these a Si- 
donian ship of fiAy oars, and men to stand at the oars. 

IIel. Will not this man who adorns the tomb govern the 
ship? 

Tucoc. It particularly behoves my sailors to attend to him. 

Hel. Order it again, that they may clearly learn it from 



Theoc. Again I order it, ay, and a third time, if it is 
pleasing to you. 

Hel. Majrest thou profit [by it], and I by my plans. 

TuEOC. Do not now waste too much thy form with tears. 

Hel. This day to thee shall prove my gratitude. 

TBEoa The matters of the dead are nought ; but the la- 
^Nir is in vain. 

Hel. There is both there and here of the things I mention. 

Theoc. Thou shalt find me no worse a husband than 
Menelans. 

Hel. Thou art in nought to blame, it is the busineu of for- 
tnne only. 

Theoc This rests with thee, if thou givest thy good-will 
to me. 

Hel. I shall not now be taught to love my frieqds. 
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Tmoc r St thou wi&h tlint I mjself, jouting m Um tttk, 
should MQd (. It the expcdicion ? 

Hbi~ Bj I > means. Be not m serrant to th; Berruiu, 
king. 

TsBOa W dl then ! I leave alone the laws of the sou cf 
Felopsi for tty dvelling is pure; hdcc Menelaos did not 
here breathe out his UCe. -But let some one go and teii nj 
officers to bear " * r polooa. And it be- 

hoves the wh<^ h yojoim Imiuis, the 

hjmeaeiil song t ; majr ba to be eatied. 

But do thou, o the aima of the m 

these things in u. isbaod of this wmcou. 

Again hasten lo < li you] aij wife, thu, 

after 70U have ei of this laidj with nc 

thou majest set ^ reisaining, loajeat b« 

htppy. 

Hek. O Jove, Sirs uid « ttiat Godi 

look upon ua, and 1 Toubtea. But Btreas* 

ouslj assist us who are unig;^..,^ ._. ncumstances agaioM a 
crag; and if you touch us with even ttie tip of your finger, n 
shall come to tiut pitch of fortune wliither vt fain would 
come. But enougli of tlie labours we liave before laboored. 
Hear me, O Gods, that I may ohlain many good things, free 
from pain." For I deserve not always to fare ill, bat to walk 
\Tith step erect. But bestowing one favour on mc^ yc will 
render mc hereafter fortunate. 

Cso. O thou swift Phccnician oar of the Sidoniaa [shq^l 
mother"*' of frotliy billqws ; thou that delightcst in rowing 
choruB>lendcr of the dolpliius that gambol pteasantl/, wbea 
the sea is i]uiet in its brecies, and the cairutean daugbMr of 
Ocean, Galiuicia, thus speaks ; " Stretch forth yoor taili^ 
leaving them to the sca-breexes, nnd seize your oars of Sr, 
sailors ! llo ! sailors, escorting Itelen lo the safe-barboaiing 
Bhorea of the house of Perseus.'*" Perchance thou maycM 
meet with the daughters of Leucippe by the river wave, or 

" I rtti liiXrisSi iioi, Bioi, iroXXa xP'i^ tfioJ ruxilr tiXirw', witk 
Hcnn. DiLJ. 'Jiw ^aiai^ !t.i^i^^ u, ilutuuu oi ■"— -■■^£ PSagk 

hu aUompuxl tlio following inlcrpretalion : "--- ' ' — - - 

Dii, ut qiiun ettem probiu quunquc idem m 
Unniuui'i corrccUoo rvxii* i* without t«giii]ai.) 

*"!.•. cauiag Oun to rise. See Mutsrare's 
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bafora tlie temple of Fidlafli joimiig after a long teason in the 
dmncet and reTels of Hyaeinthas, a nightly delight, with whom 
rHyaeinthiisl PhcBbot contending, unwiUingly slew him with 
Uie qnoitnena ; whence '^ the son of Jove ordered the Laceds- 
nMoian land to hallow a dar for the Bacrifice of oxen ; and 
the heifer/^ whom je two left in jrour house * * * * for whoee 
Doptials the torches have not jet shone. Would that we 
mS^i wing through the air, like'^ Libyan birds in flocks, 
that quitting the winter storm, return, persuaded by the very 
old voice** of their leader, who screams aloud, as he flies 
over the unwetted and fruitful plains of the land. O ye 
winged long-necked sharers of the course of the clouds, go 
jm beneath the middle Pleiads and nightly Orion, and pro- 
claim the news, lighting oo Eurotas, that Menelaus will return 
home^ having captured the city of Dardanus. May ye come, 
O SODS of Tyndarus, driving your horse-chariot through the 
al^, under the eddyings of the stars, ye who dwell in heaven, 
pieservers of Helen, upon the dark-blue wave of the sea, 
and the cierulean foam of the waves whitening on the sea, 
•ending to sailors gentle gales of winds from Jove. And 
avert from your sister tlie disgrace of barbarian nuptials, 
which she possessed, troubled on account of the Idaean con- 
test, she who came not to the towers of Troy erected by 
Phoebus.'* 

Mess. O king, we have found matters in the house '^ in 
tlie worst state, so that thou wilt hear perhaps new troubles 
fipom me. 

Theoc. But what is it ? 

Mess. Seek the suitorship of another wife, for Helen has 
gone out of this land. 

TBEoa Raised aloft on winds, or with her foot treading 
tlMland? 

** Mr for rf, Hermaon't emendatiou, teems to be required both by 
the leaee and tae metre, omitting the following Ji. The rcit of the ^ae- 
IbUowa Matthi«'i teit. but Dindorf would reitore the old readme 



Tfflpf rtp§i6in ■■ ** orbicukri acic," according to Heath. 

^ Hcrmiooe, tbe dAugbter of Menelaui ami Helen, it meant, wbenoe 
Hctmaaa and Dindorf write Xirlrfy. The lacuna prtvnts aaj 
Jactare as to the sense. 

^ But Hcrm. Dind. yiv^i/u^ i$u 

"* See Barnes and Musgrart on these migratieaa of 

■• OC Truad. ft sqq. "^ See Diatet 
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eluus, who bimaelT came reporting his owb 
Oeath, hob •,- leyed her away from the land. 

Theoc. O hou wbo bast told dreadful things. And what 
guiding of « dhip conveyed her from thia loiid ? for tboa 
tellest incredible things. 

Mess. [The ship] indeed which thou g&rest to the stimng«ri 
and be hu gone away, having thine own sailors, that thoa 
majesl briefly lea^^ 

TuEOG. How ? 3w ; for I come sot into 

tlic expectation th.. iould overoome bo manjr 

sailors, with whor 

SIess. When tl: after quitting this rvyal 

dwelling, went to riy did she, pladng ha 

delicate step, bemo ghpreeeQt,and not dead. 

But when we ar re of thy dockyards, n 

hauled out the be lip, having k meaaore of 

lifty seats and oam, <.»» 1 work. For ooe plae«d 

the most, another tlie o: d ; and at the some time 

thewhiiesoUswere[anuug. j. thesamc time the rudder 

let down with thongs. And during mia labour Kmie (xreciail 
fellow-sailors, with Menekus, watching for this tuj oppor- 
tunity, drew nigh the Bbore, chtd in the garb of shipwrecked 
mariners, of fair form indeed, but shabby to behold. Bnt the 
son of Atreus, seeing tliem present, addressed them, nD^iiig a 
feigned grief i " O unhappy men, how, and Irom what Gracaan 
vessel ore ye come, having shattered your barii? WiQ y« 
bury with me the dead son of Atreus, whom abaeot this, tte 
daughter of Tyndarus, honours with an emptf tomb? Bnt 
they, shedding tears in a feigned gtiise, went oo boud tb« 
ship, bearing sea-ofierings to Menelaus. But to oa indeed 
this was suspicious ; and [we said] to each othw, tbu then 
was a multitude of those that came on board ; yet we k^ 
silence, obeying thy orders ; for having commanded that tba 
stranger should rule the ship, thou hast caused all thia oon- 
fuuon. And the other things indeed we eauly raised and 
placed within the ship ; but £e foot of the bull would not »d- 

"* rXanir rapaiy ri it k slMnum ibr wliicli wg hsTt BO **";''*^_ v»- 
Iw ve MT, " Lbe oiiTt Kcd iLeir lips" (ri TtkniToUv T^t wir nt rnpA 
ni Tapaoi. PoUui, i. 90). Hena. " remoi remigiuiDqiM." In the box 
Un* (I'c Iv qv U probablf coirupt, but I !«*• liiUo««d Hsmaaa'a iiilw 
pratttioD, iJtLough Uia wordi will not bear it. 
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vance Meadil/ ilong the gangway, but lie bcUowcil, rolling 
HTOund bis eyea ; and curving his buck, and louring between 
his horns, he kept ua off from touching him. But the hus- 
band of Helen called out: "O ^e that did ravnge the citj of 
Troy, will ye not rush on, in Grecian manner, and seizing '"* 
on your youthful shoulders heave the body of the bull up to 
the prow, (and at the same time he drew his sword,)"" an 
offering to the dead? And they, coming at his bidding, 
seised on the bull, and benriog it, they placed it on phinks. 
And Menelaun, stroking donrn the neck and fiir<>liead of the 
bull with a siugle band, persuaded it (o embark on the ship. 
At lengtli, when the ship had received all thinga, Helen, 
having completed the iiumber of the ladder's steps with her 
fair-ankled loot, sate down on the mid-deck, and near her 
Slenelaus, ia word indeed no longer living; but the rest of 
the crew in equal numbers on the right and left, man sale by 
man, having their swords concealed under their garments; 
and the waves were Slled with the shouts, as we heard the 
▼oice of the boatswain. But when we had got out neither 
very far from, nor near to, the land, thus a$ke<l liie guardian 
of the helm : " Shnll we sail further onward, stronger, or is it 
well ? for the government of the ship Is tliy charge." Bui he 
replied, " Enough for me." Drawing then his sword with his 
right hand, he went to the prow, and while he stood over the 
neck of ilie bull, of no one dead indeed haii lie a remembrance, 
but, OS he cut the throat, he praj'cd : " thou lliat dwellest 
in the seas, thou Ocean Neptune, and ye pure daughters of 
Kerens, preserve me and my wife inviolate from this land to 
the Xauplian shore." But a stream of blood daned into the 
ware, propitious to the stranger. And some one said : " This 
voyage is treacherous, let ua sail back to N'axla; do thou give 
the command, and do thou turn the rudder." But after the 
slaughter of the bull the son of Atreus, Ktanding up, called out 
to bis allies : " Why delay ye, flower of the liind of Greece, to 
■lay, to kill the barbarians, and to cast them from tlie ship 
into the wavetf?" But to thy sailors the boatswain shouts a 
contrary cry ; " Will ye not on ? will not one seizing a remain- 
ing plank, another having broken a bench, and another tear- 




ing an oai m its row-lock, moke bloodj the bead of these 
hostile strangers ?" And they all janipcd up erect, one pArtj 
having ship's ipars in their hands, but the oiiier swonis. Aad 
the ship strea.ned with gore. But there was the cheering aj 
of Helen from the prow, " Where is the renoim of Troj? ] 
Show it against barbarian men." And in their ha^te tbey fel^ 
snd some rose up fagnin] : but otliers thou mightest bane 
seen lying dead. ipped io arms, wuchiag | 

wherever his allii: % thitherward the sword 

in his right bona 1 from the ship, and 1 

caascd the oars tr ly sailors; and going to 

the helm, the kit de the ship for Greece. 

Aud they raised -- urable gales sprang vp, 

and they are goni ut I, escaping death, let 

myself down intr e anchor. And as xof 

strength began to ,i, [ching forth « rope, drerw 

me up, and landed we r this news to thee. But 

there is nought more us Is than a wise distrust. 

Oho. I never thought, \j king, mat Meaelaus could thus 
have deceived thee and us, as be has deceived its, beiog 

Theoc. O wretched me, taken in a woman's toils, mj 
nuptials have fled from me. Bat if indeed the ship eoold be 
taken by pursuit, I would have toiled and perehaace caagld 
the strangers. Bat now I will revenge m)-self on my sister, 
who has deceived me; for, seeing llenelaus in the 1k«s^ aba 
told me not. Never then shall she deceive soother man bjr 
her prophecies. 

Cho. Ho thou ! whither art thou stirring thy foot, O imt 
ter : to what deed of blood ? 

Theoc. Whither justice bids me. But get oat of the WBjr. 

Cao. I will not let go thy garments, for thoa *"'l[nwi 
Io ^^rat evils. 

Tdeoc. But wilt thou rule thy mssters, being a slftva? 

Cno. Yes ; for I am wise — 

Theoc. But not for me, if ye will not let me go — 

Cho. I will not then let thee go — 

TuEoc. To slay ray most base sister^ 

Cho. But yet most pious. 

Theoc. Who baa betrayed me? 

Cho. An honourable betrayal, to do just deeds. 
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Treoc GiTing mj bride to another? 

Cbo. To one wlio had a greater right 

T^ioa Bat who has a right over mine ? 

Caa He who received her from her sire. 

Tknoc. But fortune gave her to me. 

Caa And fate has tiJien her away. 

Thco& Thou hast no right to judge of my affairs. 

Cna Tes; if I speak better. 

Tknoc. We are governed ; do not govern ! 

Cho. Ay, to do holj acts ; but not unjust. 

Theoc. Thou seemest to have a wish to die. 

Cna Kill ine» but thou shalt not kill thy sister with our 
eoosenti but mvself ; since to generous servants it is most 
l^orious to die for their nuisters. 

Castob axd Pollux, (appearing.) Restrain the passion 
bjr which thou art not rightly hurried on, O Theocljrmenus, 
king of this land. We» who call on thee, are the twin sons 
otJortf whom Leda once bore» with Helen, who has fled from 
thine house. For thou art wrath about a marriage not fated 
for thee ; nor does the virgin, sprung from the Goddess 
daughter of Nercus, thy sister Theonoe, do thee wrong, hon- 
ouring the will of the Gods, and her father's just commands. 
For up to the now present time it was destined that she 
ahottld always dwell in thine house. But after the founda- 
tions of Troy have been overturned, and she has furnished 
her name to the Gods, it no longer behoves her to be yoked 
in the same nuptials, but to arrive at her home, and dwell 
together with her husband. But do thou keep off the block 
sword from thy sister, and consider that she has done these 
things prudently. Now we have long since [endeavoured to] 
meserve our sister even before this, ever since Jove made us 
Gods ; but we were too weak for fate and the Gods at once, 
to whom it seemed fit that matters should be thus. To thee 
indeed I speak thus ; but to my sister I enjoin, ** Sail with 
thy husband ; and ye shall have a favourable wind ; and we, 
thy twin brothers, riding by you over the main, will preserve 
and send you to your country. But when thou shalt have 
turned [the course] and ended thy life, thou shalt be called 
a Goddos, and with the Dioscuri share libations, and with 
va reeeive gifts from men ; for thus Jove wills. But where 
Am the soQ of Maia lodged thee^ having removed theo from 
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Sparta, hav. g from the abo'Ies of heaven stoles [u 
of] tliy person, lest Paris should marry ihec, there stn 
guard-coast territory along Acte,'" I mean the iabsd, tfau 
shal! hereafter, among mortals, be called Helene. And hy tlie 
Gods it is destined for the wanderer Menelaus to inbabit the 
islands of the blessed; for the Gods do not detest the ooUe; 
but toils are rather for the countless multitude. 



Theoc. O ye tvr' 
let go my fonner « 
not slay my sister, a 
the Gods. But knoi. j 
same kindred blood as th 
fare ye well, for the 
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Cno. Many a 
deities, and many luiug. 
pectatioos. But those ti 
complished ; but the 6t 



looked for. Thus has this matter luraed out. 



and Leda, I will indeed 
your sister ; and I will 
to her home, if it please 
1 ye ore bom from the 
chastest of sisters. * Aad 
]ost noble sister's umd, 
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ngs connected with the 
;fonD contrary to our ei- 
we looked for an not ac- 
jght to pus things not 



ocky plan an tha MS- 




i 



I 




, 



ELECTRA. 



PERSONS REPRESENTER 

PEASANT. 
ELECTRA. 
ORESTES. 

PYLADES (a dumb pkbsoitaok). 
CHORUS. 

CLYT^MNESTRA. 
OLD KAN. 

MESSENGER. 
CASTOR AND POLLUX. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Thi retura of Onttei from exUot uid hit lOYongo upon djUmmcitra 
tmi iBgiithtti tat Um murder of Agunemnon. The fulyeet if tho mme 
m tkftt of Um " aMcphont** of iBochjliu, and Um " Eloctra" of Sopho- 
bvft &i hi*iil1ifil with mn^ lorn dramatio akillt whUo Um dorolopmcni 
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Peasaht. 



O AKCIENT Argos of the land,^ [and] je etr«sms of Inadra^' 
whence once on a time king Agamcntnoo, condoctiiig tli« n 
ia a tbouMnd ships sailed to the Trojan land. And having 
sUin Priam, the ruler over the Trojan land, and takes tltc 
renowned ci^ of Dardanus, he came back to this Aigaa, 
and in the lody temples placed very many spoils of the bsr- 
barians; and there indeed he was prosperous; but at bcoce 
he perishes by stratagem at the hands of his wife Clytieo- 
nestra, and by the hand of vEgisthus, son of Thyestes. And 
he indeed, having left the ancient sceptre of TantslnN it 
no more ; but jEgisthus reigna over the land, having his wife, 
the daughter of Tyndarus. But they whom he left in hia dwtU- 
ing when be sailed to Troy, the male Orestes, and the femala 
blossom of Etectra, the former the old guardian of hia &tW 
stole away, when, [by name] Orestes, he was aboat to pviih 
by the huid of .£gistbus, and gave him to Stropbina to tnia 
up in the land of the Phocians.* But the latter [Eaectn] r»- 
mained in the house of her father. Her, as soon as the MaMnwig 
season of youth arriyed, the first man of tbe laod of GtMoa 
wooed as suitors. But fearing lest she should bring forth to 
any of the chiefUns a son, who might take TesigesBoe tat 
Agamemnm, .ZElgisthtA kept her in his honin^ nor united htf 

' I can promiie Iha stadant but Uula ■tiihrtinn. tba b*bsb1 nadba 
■till leu, from tha perual of tku voj poo plaj. Ad abl* niMnwiiwsf 

iu meritj with "^ ' t't '' "—'^f ■* '■-r'— ■ •■- m ii>|ini. 

WillbcrouDd in Sehlegcl'i ninth l«ctiu«> 

' TQc is redundot. Sm UirTBix. 

* A miilun of llM szpnMiau Kmh, Am tpifMi' Ir r4 r4, aai fan- 
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to ukj bridegroom. Bat since this matter also was fraught 
with much dread, lest she should privilj bear children to anj 
noble man, when he wished to slaj her, her motlier, though 
cruel-mindedy yet saved her from the hand of ^gisthus. For 
in regard to her husband's death she had a pretence ;^ but she 
feared that bj'the death of her children she herself might die. 
Upon this, then, .£gisthus devised such a contrivance. He 
mentioned a sum of gold for him who should slaj Orestes ; who 
indeed was awaj from the land in exile ; but to me he gives 
Electra to have as a wife, I being bom of Mycenian sires ; (and 
on this account, indeed, I am not liable to reproach, for lam no- 
ble at least in race, but yet poor in means, from whence a noble 
descent is lost ;) that giving her to a humble person, he might 
bave little fear. For if a man possessing dignity liad obtained 
her, be would have roused up the death of Agamemnon, that 
now sleeps, and justice would then have come upon iEgis- 
thus. But never did this man (Venus is my witness !) dis- 
honour her in his bed, but she is still a virgin. For I am 
ashamed at having received tlie child of a prosperous family, 
to do her an insult, not being by birth worthy [of her]. But 
I bewail the wretched Orestes, who is nominally related to me, 
if ever, returning to Argos, he shall behold the unhappy nup- 
tials of his sister. But whoever says that I am foolish, be- 
cause, having received a young virgin into my house, I touch 
her not, let him know that he measures continence by a bad 
rale of sentiment, and that he himself is such an one. 

Elec. O aable night, nurse of golden stars, during which, 
bearing this vessel placed on my head, I go in quest of river 
water ; not indeed because I am reduced to so great necessity, 
hot that I may show to tlie Gods the insult of ^gisthus^ and 
nay utter lamentations to the mighty ether for my sire. For 
the all-destructive daughter of Tyndarus, my mother, has 
cast ma out of her house, doing a favour to her husband ; and 
having borne other children to ^gisthus, she accounts Orestes 
and ma as things unimportant in her house. 

Fka. But why, O hapless one, dost thou labour thus for 
my sakc^ submitting to toils, when thou before wast well 
bmght up, nor ceasest tins, when I entreat you ? 

Eua I deem thee a friend equal to the Gods ; for in mine 
iDa tboa hast not behaved ins<dently. But it is a great good 

* Vis. ths ncriaet of Ipkifnis. 
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fortune for mortals to find a phjnciaii in an evU ealanutj, as 
I obtain thee. It behoves me then, even unbidden, ligfatouig 
thy toil to the utmost of mj power, that thoa majest dor 
easily bear it^ to partake in thy labours. And tfaou halt vod 
enough ¥dthout ; but matters within doors it behorss ne t» 
make ready. For it is sweet for a labourer entering firan 
¥dthout, to find things ¥dthin [his house] aright 

Pea. If indeed it seems fit to thee, go^ for the stresiM are 
not far from this house. But I at dawn of day will drifs my 
steers into the corn-lands, and sow the fields. For no abth- 
ful man, having the Grods continually in his moatb, will ba 
able to obtain a livelihood without labour. 

Orestes. F^lades, for thee indeed I above all men aeeonstt 
faithful friend and guest to me ; and thou akme of my firwndi 
hast respected me, Orestes, faring as I ftre^ having sufierad 
terribly at the hands of JEgisthus, who^ with my all-abandooed 
mother, destroyed my sire. But I have come from the ondea 
of the God to the Argive threshold, no one being conscioiii» i& 
order to punish the slaughter of my father by slaughter. Bot 
during this night having gone to the tomb of my sire, I both 
gave tears, and made offerings of my hair, and sacrificed at the 
tomb the blood of a slain sheep, unknown to the tyrants who 
sway this land. And within the walls, indeed, I adnmoe 
not my foot; but I came to the boundaries of this Itnd 
framing two projects,* that I may turn away with dj 
foot to another land, should any one of the snitch leeog- 
nise me while seeking my sister, for they say that the 
living is united in nuptials and does not remain a virgin, in 
order that I may converse with her, and, obtaining her fortn 
•assistant in the slaughter, may learn clearly the matters within 
iLe house. Now therefore, for mom is raising her shining 
face, we will turn our footsteps out of this track. For 
either some ploughman or some domestic woman will ^»psir 
to us, of whom we may inquire whether my sister dwdls in 
this place. But— (for I see some servant coming hither, with 
shorn hair, bearing a burden of water)-*let us sit down, and 
learn from this female slave, if we can receive any inteUigenoa 
as to the matters for which, O Pylades, we are come to this land. 

* I hare taken Woodhull't translation in preference to truMcribiBg tiM 
tedious notes of Matthis and Seidler, which the student will find ial>ia- 
dorTs collection. 
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ELsa Hasten OQ the oourte of mjfooty'O hoar; 0,|^thou 
on, go OD» weepiiig. Alas ! for me, for me. I was bom of 
AgamemooDy and ClTtemnestrai the hateful daughter of Tyn- 
darnsi gave me birth, and the citisens call unhappj me Electra. 
. Alas ! alas 1 for mj hapless uMb and hateful life. O father, 
but thou indeed art lying in Hades,, murdered bj thj wife, 
and bj i^isthns, O Agamemnon. Come ! raise the same 
hmenfation, lead off the delight of many tears. Haste on the 
coarse of mj foot, O hour ; O go thou on, go on, weeping. 
Alas! for me, for me. ^Vhat city,^ what house, O unhappj 
brother, dost thou senre, leaving thj poor sister in her cham- 
ben amid saddest calamities resulting from her sire? O, 
majest thoa come as a releaser to wretched me from these toils, 
O Jove, Jore, and as an avenger to thy father of blood most 
hatefo], having neared thy wandering foot to Argos. Let me 
pat down this vessel, taking it off my head, that I mav loudly 
atter gloomy mournings to my sire, a sounding Bong of Hades, 
tut H^dcs. O father, to thee beneath the earth I utter la- 
mentations, which ever day bv day* I ply, gashing my loved 
neck with my muls, and striking my hand upon my shorn 
head, on account of thy death. Woe ! woe ! tear the head, 
and like some tuneful swan by the river stream calls upon her 
dearest sire, who has perished in tlie crafty meshes of a net, 

00 do I mourn thee, my hapless sire, having been washed as 
to thy flesh with a lost bath, in the most piteous bed of death. 
Alas! for me, for me, for the bitter cutting by an axe, O 
sire^ and the bitter plot on thy return from Troy ! Not with 
mitres nor with garlands did thy wife receive thee ; but having 
made thee* the scoff of iEgisthus with the two-edged sword, 
she obtained her cunning paramour. 

CooBCS. O Electra, daughter of Agamemnon, I have come 

' Elcctn iddreMct herself. Possibly ro^^c «»>><■ 1^ iB*y mean " th« 
eewM ef tkv foot," i. e. of time. Xporov w6fa wss one of the y^mfta 
f^mrm of Euripidet, ■crordins to Ah9to|ih. Ran. 100. Such appeals to 
lOM sio coeimon, as ia Juliet's soliloquy. Act iii. Sc 2. Perhaps Mpa— 
mmrmAmimv^m • «* ihwu tioM of woe." 

' Xflfipsew is fimnd with an accusatiTt in Iph. Taur. 1115, and Suidas 
IRvts Ike Mmt coDstnictioOi but with reference to ecclesiastical writers. 

1 do aol feol misftcd with Dobrst'snV dv 4Zcev. and think that the ac- 
MMtivs is assd, as if Wm wiktv Wnic had been in the mind of the poet. 
Sack wottld bt the natural question, but filectrs, considcrinf the pioba- 
khr deptadcat staio of her brother, nics a mors emphatic word. 

^ CL JBsck, Ckocpk. U sqq. • Uadeisiand #i oAcr M/mm. 
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to thy rustic home. A eertaia milk-drinkuig Mjoeniaa heri»- 
man treading the mountoia h&s come, has come ; uid he briitgi 
word that the Argives axe proclaiming th« third daj of the teaH, 
uid all the virgioa are about to make procession to Jobcil 

Elec. Xot for splendid doings, O friends^ dot for goUn 
necklaces, am wretched I elate in mind, nor forming daseei 
together with Ai^ve nymphs shall I beat my foot whirled 
round. ^Vith tears I dance, and teon are tbs dailj cue kt 
wretched me. Look at my matted locka, and tbesengsof ay 
gormeiits,"' whether they become the royal daugbter of jLn- 
memnon, and Troy, which remembers once being tmkea byny 
sire. 

Cuo. Great ia the Goddess ;" but come, and from me re- 
ceive " richly-woven robes to wear, and golden edditions of 
ornament for thy beauty. Dosi thou think, that, not honoor- 
ing the Gods, thou wilt OTcrcome thine enemies by thy temJ 
Nat with groans, but with prayers, worahippiog the 60^4 
wilt tbou obtain a happy day, O daughter. 

Elec. Ko one of (he Gods hears the voice of ftbel 
wretched, nor the sacrifices offered of old" ^ my sire. Aiu1 
both for the dead, and for the living wanderer, who, I ween, ifi 
dwells in some other land, wandering wretched to the slaves' • 
hearth," being sprung from a renowned sire. But I myself in 
a poverty-stricken abode am dwelling, pining away at hear^ 
a fugitive from my ancestral balls, dwelling '' on the moon- 
tain rocks. And my mother dwells wedded in bloody nup- 
tials to anotber. 

Cuo. Helen, thy mother's sister, has the blame of many ilb 
upon the Greeks and thine house. 

Elec. Alas ! women, I cease from my Umentationi. 
Some Btrangera having a station close by'* the house rise op 
from their ambush. Let us escape with flight of foot from 

'* cr. u^ar/urwv XetUtf. £ach. Choeph. 34. 

" i. c. Juno. Tliii ii a comniaii formuU. See Ccnun. on Act* ns- | 
34. lUyiXri i/'Aprifuc. I 

" XPn""" ^o mulHO. X^qs'si mutw) aetip4. Siwia*. 1 

" Obicrre tba double coDilruclioa of tXiitit. 

" The apparent custom TJlh. mudcren, wbo prob«bl7 gav* tb«ii Mr- 
rice* u mcDuU, u SB eqairalcDt for their tcmpoiuy support and [««••«■ 
lioD. cr. Alceit. 2. 

" But read oipiias aV ipiw%tat, w\\h Muip. Diad. 

*■ Tliii lecms tlu be«t -ny of rendcrisg Iftirriavc in lUt panace. 
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Ae efil-doiiig men. 700 indeed bj the loed-waj, but I into 

tbebeoie. 

Ob. BemaiDy O wretched one; fear not mj hand« 

EyTf . O PhoBbns ApoUoI I (all on thj knees that I may 

Ob. I would (kin slaj others more hateful than thou. 
Ei-«r Awar ! touch not what thou shouldst not touch. 
Ob. There is not one whom I could more rightly touch. 
Elbc And wherefore^ sword in hand, dost thou laj in am- 
boshfor me? 

Ob. Tarnr and listen, and perhaps thou wilt not sajother- 

Elxc. I stand, and am altogether thine, for thou art the 

powerful* 

Ob. I am come, bearing thee words from thj brother^ 

Elec. O dearest one, is it of him living or dead ? 

Or. He lives ; I fain would first tell tliee the good news. 

Elec Mayest thou be blest, as a reward for most pleasant 
words. 

Ob. I give this in common for both of us to possess. 

Elec. Where on earth is tlie wretched one enduring a 
wretched banishment ? 

Ob. He'* is wandering, not respecting the law of one 

city.»» 

Elec Ay, perhaps in want of daily sustenance. 

Oh. He possesses it indeed, but is weak as an exiled man. 

Elec. But what message comest thou bearing from him ? 

Ob. Whether thou art alive, and, living, what fortunes thou 
hast 

Elec. Dost thou not first see how dried up is my frame ? 

Oh. Ay, wasted away with grief, so that I utter a groan. 

Elec. And my head, and locks savage with being shorn. 

Oh. Thy brother, and thy father's death, I suppose, gnaws 
thee equally? 

Elec Alas ! for what is dearer to me than these? 

Or. Alas ! alas ! how indeed art thou thought of by thy 
brother! 

Elec. He being absent, not present, is dear to me. 

•' UndmUiMl 4 iym, after r^x' •^ ^^•^ ^P*U* 

** Oa f^^l#^^ to wander, tee Htlto, 780, aad Miller. 

** i« s. not hsTiaf a fixed ahode ia saj cit/. 
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On. liTOugh what dost thou dwell bere^ lu- awaj fron 

tike citjt 

Elec. I bave wedded, O atraogcr, m deadly wedding. 

Oit. I grieTB for jour brother. [Was itj to oa« of iha 
Myceniaiis ? 

Elbc. Not in such wise as m; father at same time ex- 
pected to bcatow me. 

Or. Tell i I may tell your brother. 

Elec. Fu in this abode. 

Or. Some l lerd is worthy of uch a 

dwelling. 

Elec. a mftD ous towards coe. . 

Or. But wh thiue husband ? 

Elec. He b approach my bed. 

Or. Uavu of uhastity, or disdaini^ 

Elec. H« < f worthy to disgrscc my 

parents. 

Or. And how was he not delighted on receiving such a 
mntch ? 

Eli!:c. He thinks, stranger, that he who gave me bad do 
right [to do so].™ 

Oil I understand, lest he should at some time pay ibe 
penalty to Oreslea. 

Elec. Fearing this very thing. Besides, he is by oatwre 
chaste. 

Or. Alas ! thou apcokest of a noble fellow, and one that 
must he well treated. 

Elec. Ay, if he who now is absent shall ever return to his 

Or. But did the mother, who bore thee, suSer this? 

Elec. Women, O stranger, are friends to men, oot to . 
children. 

Or. But on what account did .£gisthns offisr thea this 
insult ? 

Elec. He wished me to bring forth a weak race, haviBs 
given me to such a man. 

Or. That, forsooth, you might not bring forth childr^ as 



" Ct Iph. Aol. 703, Zi*c irril^> ■»' "'*«' * i^pMC- SatBua. 
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Elxc. Soeli things be phimed, for which may he pey me 

Ae penaltjr* 

0^ But does thy mother^t husband know thou art [still] 
aviigin? 

Eua He does not know; we have kept this from him in 



Ob. Are these who overhear oar words friends to thee? 

Elio. Ajy so as to well conceal mj words and thine. 

Ob. What could Orestes do^ if he should come to this 
Anos? 

Llec Dost thoo ask this ? A foul thing thou sajest, for is 
it not now the crisis? 

Ob. But on his arrival how might he slaj the murderers 
of his father? 

Elb& Bj daring such things as were dared against his 
&ther bj his enemies. 

Ob. And would«t thou endure to slaj thj mother with him ? 

Elbc Aj, with the same axe by which mj father perished. 

Ob. Shall I tell these things to him, and is thjr resolution 
inn? 

Elbc Oh might I die, having shed the blood of mj mother. 

Ob. Alas ! would that Orestes were near to hear this. 

Elec. But, O stranger, I should not know him, if I saw him# 

Ob. It is no wonder ; for being young, thou wast separated 
finom him while young. 

Elsc. One only of my friends would know him. 

Ob. What, he who they say stole him away from death ? 

Elec. Ay, the old man, the former psedagogue of my father. 

Ob. And has thy dead father obtained a tomb ? 

ELEa Cast out of the house, he has obtained what he has 
obtained. 

Ob. Alas ! What is this thou sayest ? For the perception even 
of out-door evils pains mortals. But speak, that knowing, I 
nav bear to thy brother unpleasant words indeed, but needful 
to hear. For there is a feeling of pi^, not at idl in the un- 
tnnght, but in the wise of mankind ; for it is not even free 
ihwi harm that a too wise cleverness is in the wise. 

Cea And I have the same longing at heart as this man. 
For being far firom the city, I know not the ills in the city ; but 
BOW I also wish to learn. 

EuM. I will speak, if it beho<"Y me. And it behoves me 
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M td to ft (nmi tbe hcnj fertiiDa «f b* sad ay fittber. 
Bat aioce Umw kas ttimd ibe toigea, I ti fif tch Onc^ O 
■tnager, to leD Omtes 07 ilia md Ul Fust, hufae^ ia 
■what ginsous I Utc, «sd with wfaas £hli I sm weighed dam, 
■ad ttciddr whal k roof I dvtD, after » n>j«l bean : I a^jMlf 
UworiQ^ EDioe own juiaeati with tbe ahntti^ or I ihoaM 
baire mj boij naked ai ~ tod mjsdlf *'*«*'"f[ 

tbe iiTer stTvani, wiifaoiu > litta, mad deprived 

of the dsQce : aod b doued tb« r^bts of 

wOBKii, tlcni«d [tbe wbom, beiB^ vC mj 

ftmOr, thcj affiaaoed ^ i mmoag &e Gods. 

Bat aj molber an oa ■ iliTpKn apoQ^ aad 

bjber aeat ike Asiatic tm nj &tbcr too^ en 

wamliDg witb Ibtir Idaea witb goldca daopi. 

And my fatbei'a Vkaek Uou b ia tbe booe ; brt 

' be that slew him, M o uaiii ir iiiot as my lire, goes 

forth, oofi U pafiU mp, beU od-«cuii«) hasds tlM 

Meptre, with whtcb he ralei. i»e But tbe dishonoorad 

tomb --../ A|j3j-.ii-ii-.ru-.ji hu ncvem-CEivi-u iILatif-"--! jli^j ;t bocgL 
of mynle ; but the funenl pile is barren " of adonimeiita. And 
tbe fantotu apouse (aa tbej call him) of my mother, steeped in 
drunkemiess, leaps on the tomb, and with stones defaces tbe 
gtooe monument of my sire, and dares to utter tbis saying 
■gainst ns: " Where is the boy Orestes? Will b^ being pre- 
sent, boooorably defend thy tomb ? Thus is he mocked in bia 
■baeoce. Bat, stranger, I beseech tbee, tell tbis news. 
For many things are they, that lay this charge upon an, bat 
I [am] their interpreter, my h«nd^ my tongue, and wretcbed 
mind, and my shorn hair, and his father. For base is it, if 
my father indeed captored Troy, but he^ beiug one, is nnahlr 
to slay ooi man, being a youth, and of a better sire. 

Cao. And truly I perceive this penon (I mean your bus- 
bend) approaching tbe boose, having ceased from laboor. 

nA. Hah ! who are these strangers I see at tbe gate ? And 
for what reason have they ccsne near this rustic door? Is it 
in want of myself? surely it is unseemly fbr a woman to be 
Standing with young men. 

Ei.sc. dearest one, do not fall into a sospicioa of me. 
Bnt thou shalt know the real story ; for tbeae strangers are 



I 
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to me M Iieitddt of the words of Orestes. And do 
j^ O strangers^ ezcose what has been said. 

PlBA. What saj they ? Is the man Mhre^ and does he be- 
iMld the light? 

Exxc. Ue is, at least bj report And they say things not 
tfscredited by me. 

Pba. Does he at all remember the ills of thy father and of 
tbee? 

Elic. These matters are in [my hopes]. Weak is an ex- 
iled man. 

PftA. But what words did they come telling from Orestes ? 

Enc. He has sent these men as spectators of my woes. 

Pea. Some then they see, and others I suppose thou tellest. 

Elec They know [all] ; they have no deficiency of these. 

Fka. Long ago then should the doors have been opened to 
them. Go into the house ; for ye shall obtain in return for your 
good news a hospitable reception in such things as my house 
eootains. Take the baggage within the house, ye followers, 
and make no denial, having come as friends from a friend. For 
tliough I am bom poor, I will nercrshow a bnse-born disposition. 

Ob. By the Gods, is this the man, who joins in concealing 
jcwr nuptials, not desirinpr to disgrace Orcf^tes? 

Elec This man is callctl the husband of wretched roc 

Ob. Alas ! there is no certain mark of manliness ; for the 
natores of mortals exhibit a confusion. For already have I seen 
A man who was nought sprung from a noble sire, and good 
children [sprung] fromlSSid [fatliers], and hunger in the spirit 
of a rich man« and a great mind in a poor bo<ly. How then 
win any one, distinguishing, judge aright ? By wealth ? Then 
he will make use of an unjust judge. Or by those who have 
nothing ? But poverty posesses [this] disease ; through want 
it teaches a man evil But shall I turn to [the consideration 
of] arms ? But who, looking to the spear, could testify what 
person is good ? It is best to leave these things to take their 
own course. For this man being neither great among the Ar- 
giTes, nor, on the other hand, puffed up with tlie reputation of 
his house, and being among the multitude, has been found most 
cscellent Will ye not be wise, who wander full of vain 
opinions? and by association and manners judge of the well- 
bom amongst mortals. For such men as these well administer 
dlies and houses; but flesh, destitute of aenss^ are theoma- 
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ment of the forom. For neither does llie stronger arm better 
abide the spear than the weak ; bat this ia in n&tare and 
in Tilour. But, — whetiier present or Dot present, the son 
of Agamemaon, for whose ssJ^e we are come, is irorthj, — ^let 
OS accept the hospitality of this house. We lOBst go within 
this dwelling, serrants. For I would rather hare a willing, 
though poor host, than a rich one funwilling]. I ther«far« 
accept this man's reception into his house. But I would bavs 
wished that jour brother prosperiog could bare kd d 
prosperiag abodes. But perchance be majr cotoe; for tb« 
oracles of Loxias are firm, but to the divination of men T 
bid adieu. 

Cbo. Now, more than before, O Electra, we are wanned 
at heart with joy ; for perhaps, though alowlj progrcMing, 
fortune may fat length] settle well. 

Elec. O hapless one, knoniog the scaatineu of ihioe 
house, why hast thou received these strangers superior to 
thee? 

Pea. But what? If they are, as they teem to be, twble, 
will they not he equally content with little or not?** 

Elec. Since then you, being in scant circumstances, hara 
fallen into this mistake, go to the aged guardian of my dear 
father, who, around the river Tanaua,** that diridea the coo- 
fines of the Argive territory and the Spartaa land, tends hia 
flocks, haring been cast out from tbe city. And bid him, 
having come homeward, to go and furnish something na a 
banquet for the strangers. He will be delighted, and will 
offer prayers to the Gods, when he bean that the boy is liviag 
whom he once saved. For we shall not obtain any Uung firom 
my mother out of my ancestral bouse, and we aho^ b« 
telling bitter news, should the wretched woman lean that 
Orestes is alive. 

Pea. But, if it seems thus to thee, I will bear thii message 
to the old man. But go thou into tbe house as quickly aa 
possible, and make ready tbe matters within. A woraaa ia* 
deed, if willing, can find many things to bring for a banqoet. 
And there is even now so much at hom^ ao as to Mtiafy 

" CL Ti/g. J£n. TuL 354, " And*, hospes, contta 
^noqaa di|niiia Pio^ deo : nbusqiM veni ■ ~ 

" Or Ttoos. Il flow* down (naa iba a 
^ti^n iMiiioty, iau ths Golf of ThytM. 
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these men with food for ooe dij at leeet Bat when mj 
mind fidb upon this sahjeet, I eonaider how greet a power 
wealth haai both to bestow on strangers, and bj expense to 
preserve one's bodj when fidlen into sickness ; hot for one's 
dailj food it comes to little. For erery man once filled, rich 
or poor, bears an eqaalitj# 

Ctuk Ye renowned ships, which once on a time came to 
T^ with nomberless oars, leading the dance with the daugh- 
ters of Nerens, where the fiote-loving dolphin leaped, whirled 
aronnd the prows with dark bloe beaks, escorting the son of 
Thetis^ Achilles, light as to the leaping of his feet, with Aga- 
memnon, to the Trojan shores of Simois. And the daughters 
of Nerens, quitting the Eubcean strand, bbre the toils of shield 
Fand] arms [forged] on the golden anvils of Vulcan, both over 
Pelion, and over the sacred groves of Ossa's height,^ the 
njmph-dwdt summitsf sought the virgina,t*^ where the eques- 
trian sire^ trained up the marine son of Thetis, a light for 
Greece^ Achilles, swift of foot, for the Atridx. And I have 
heard from some one, who came from Troy to the Nauplian 
ports, that in the circle of thy renowned shield, O son of The- 
tis, such effigies as these, Phrygian terrors,'^ were sculptured. 
On the circumference, indeed, of the shield, Perseus, [raised] 
above* the sea with wingetl slippers, wai holding the throat- 
cut terror of the Gorgon, with Ilermes, the messenger of Jove, 
the rustic'' son of Maio. But in the midst of tlie shield the 
radiant circle of the sun shone with Win winged steeds, and 
the ethereal dances of the stars,^ tlie I^iades, Hyodes, terri- 
ble'' to the eyes of Hector. But upon tlie golden- wrought 
crest Sphinxes were bearing their song-obtained prey in their 
daws. And oyhis cuirass the Berj Lioness ** was lisstening 
in coarse [after] the Pirenian horse'' with her hoofs, liaving 

* Seidlcr ouotet Saidu, wpy/ittmt, aX mtptu, 

* This if tWoufhlj cormpc See Seidler't aole. 

* i. •• Peleoi. 

V AllhoQsk i4ifUira uulj with propriety reier to the iouftt of the 
Gorfoo,ytt it wmg Dot s PbrypAo wonder, nor doet iho torm apply to ikm 
•t of tM deicriptioo. I tluak Earipidef wrote iuyi$mrm, iaufrt. 
■ UadefstAod JupQirrm. 

educatod ia Areadio. See Seidler. 



■* See MV BOU on JEach, Ac. 4. The reader may eoeipare II. S. 48S 
iM. with Virf. iEA. L 948 ; iiISI6; Georf. i. 13a. 
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t)eheld it. But in a bloody light four horees were rtuiiiiig 
along, and round their bocks the block dust weai forth. Tlw 
king of such spear-I&boitring men didst thou eiay, tbj bi»- 
band, evil-minded daughter of l^ndarus. Wherefore tbft 
-powers of heaven will send tbe« down to deUh, and jet, jvt 
shall I behold the blood poured oat bj the sword beooth ihj 
gore- streaming neck. 

Old Max. Where^ whcr* thful, honoured mistrai^ 

the daughter of Agamemi once I nurtured ? H<nr 

alcep an approach it is to lings for me, m wrinkled 

old man, to draw nigh i >t 1 But nevertbeleu I 

must needa drag on my m. and crooked knee. . 

ilaugblcr, (for I bat just i 1 ibee near the botise,) I 

iim come bearing to the* ig ofispnng of mj foU, 

having token it from tb' 1 garlands,** and cbeeae 

which I have taken out lea, and this old store of 

Bacchus, rejoleotof frag Adeed, but still 'tis Bwect 

to pour a. cup of this into a wt^m^ lught. Let some one go 
and bear these into the house for tne strangers. But I, having 
bedewed mine eyes with tears, would fain wipe them awa/ 
with this mj tattered garment 

Elec. But wherefore, O aged man, hast thou thine eje 
thus wet ? Have mine afflictions aiW a long interval awakened 
thy remembrance? Or doet thou bemoan the unhappy exile 
of Orestes, and mj sire, whom once holding in .thine nnaa, 
thou didst in vain nurture for thee and thy friends ? 

Old M. In vain. But nevertheless this at least I could 
not refrain fronru** For I came to his tomb, aside from the 
road, and falling down, I wept, having met with solitude^ and 
I poured out libations, having opened the akin which I beer 
for the Btmngers, and set myrtle garlands around tlie tomb. 
But upon the pile itself I saw the victim, a sable-fleeced abeep^ 
and the blood but lately shed, and shorn locks of aubnm heir. 
And I marvelled, O daughter, whoever of men had dared to 
come to the tomb; for it certainly was none of the Ai^rc^ 
But perchance, I think, thy brother has come privily, and on 
his coming has honoured the miserable tomb of hia aire. And 
do thou examine the hair, placing it against thy hair, whech^ 

** Recall Oia old reading vrtf^tnmt, «ii^ Haatk, Died. wAimmt to 
Jtcob'* coi^ectoT*. 
" Befanuf la what immediatolj follows. 



tht tint of tlie tkan trenet it tlie Mme. For in ihtm who 
IwvedieMBwiktber^tUood, bmmI puts of the bod j are wont 
to be DatonDj alike. 

Elk. Tboa apeakett words vnwordij of a wise man, O 
m^td ooc^ if tboa thinkgaf tbat mj rerj bold brocber wonld 
eoase bj siealtb into tlus land thixMigh fear of iEgistbiis. 
Then how will the loek of bur" a{:ree, the one belonging to 
s wcfl-bora man brought np in wrestling ezereisesi bat the 
olher to a lenude [broogbt np] amidst wool-combing? It is 
impossible. And tboa wilt find simikr hair among manj 
person^ thoogh not spmng from the same blood, old man. 

Old %L Bat do tboa, stepping in his track,'' eonsider the 
print of his slipper, whether it is of the same measore with 
dqr foot, O child. 

£lbc Bat how coold there be an impression of feet upon 
the stonj snriace of the ground ? And if it were so^ the foot 
of % brother and sister would not be equal, of a man and 
woman ; bat the male prevails. 

Old 3L Is there no [eridence], bj which, supposing jour 
brother to bare come to Uie land, jou might discern the 
woof of tbj shuttle," in which I once concealed him, lest he 
abould die. 

Elec. Knowest thou not, when Orestes was banished from 
the land, that I was a mere child ? But if I did weave tho 
vest, how would he, being then a child, be now wearing the 
same garments, unless 'the robes grew along with the bodj? 
Bat either some stranger, pitying his [undecked] tomb, or 
one of this land, obtaining [tho opportunitj of] dark- 
has shorn his own liair. 

Old M. But where are the strangers ? for I wish to see, 
•ad ask them concerning tli/ brother. 

Elec. Hither with quick step the/ are coming out from 
the house. 

Old M. And the/ are noble indeed, but this is superficial ; 
Soft manj bom noble, are base ; but nevertheless I saj to the 
atrangers, bail 

Ob. Hail thou ! O aged man. Of what friend is this man 
the ancient relict, Electra ? 

Elbc. He nurtured mj sirs^ O stranger. 

» This at a air kit St iEackjfaM. CC Clioepk. 187 nq. 
« CL Ckotpk. VA aqq. ■ Gbotph. tt3 sqq. 
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Or. What sajeat thou? Was ihu he who priril^ remored 
tliy brother ? 
£m:%. This is he who saved him, if he indeed is ^ in 

Ob. Ah 1 whj has be gaz«d on me, as though viewing ths 
clear stamp of sUtct? Does be liken me to anj one? 

Elec. Perchance he is pleased at looking on thee, a coo- 
peer of Orestes. 

Oo. Ay, of a wcU-loved man ; but wherefore does be torn 
his aiep around me ? 

£i.EC. I too marvel as I behold thia, stranger. 

Old M. revered daughter Elecint, adore the deitio. 

Elec. Id respect of what things absent or present? 

Old M. For holding the cherished treasure, which a God 
shows thee. 

Elec. Lo! I call upon the Gods. Or what doot tbon mau 
indeed, old man ? 

Old il. Look then upon this most beloved one, O child 

Elec. Long since I fear le^i thuu art no longer in thr 
right senses. 

Old hL Am I not in my right senses, beholding tbj 
brother 7 

Elec. How snyest thou This incredible saying, O aged man? 

Old M. Tluit in tlils ma.n I lee Orestes, the son of Aga- . 




Elec. Perceiving what indication, by which I may b« 
persuaded ? 

Old Ikl. A scar near upon his forehead, by which once in 
hb fatber's house hu, latliog, was stained with blood, pui^uinz 
with thee a hind. 

Elec. How sayest thou ? I sec indeed the evidence of 
the fall. 

Old iL And then dost thou delay to fall upon those tnott 

Et-EC. But no longer so, aged man ; for in mind I am 
persuaded by thy proofs. O tliou who appcsrest after » looc 
season, unexpectedly I hold thee. 

Os. Ay, and by me ibou art held after a long souoa. 

Elkc. Never did I expect it. 

Or. Xor did I hope it. 

£lec. Art thou he t 
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Ob. Ajr, thine onljr tUjr, if indeed I can but draw up 
[•oeeeMfuUj] the net after which I am going. But I have a 
cood trust; or it behoves one no longer to think that there are 
Sodsi if aiyust deeds get the advantage of justice. 

Cea Thoa hast come, thou hast come, O daj, after a 
long time; thoa liast shone out, thou hast shown forth a clear 
tordi to the eitj, which wretched during a Ions exile from an 
anoestFal home has come wandering. Some God, some God 
•gain brings on our victory. Uplift jour hands, uplift your 
voices send fortli prajers to the Grods, that thj brother may 
enter the city with good fortune, witli good fortune. 

Ob. Be it so. I indeed have the sweet pleasure of em- 
bmoea, bat in time again we shall bestow them« But do thou 
•ay, O aged man, (for thou hast come in season,) by what 
doing shall I punish the murderer of my father, and my 
nocl^, partaker of an unholy marriage. Is there aught oif 
firiends well-disposed towards me? Or have I prepared all 
things, according to fortunes ? With whom shall I confederate ? 
By night, or by day ? By what road shall I turn against mine 

7 



Old M. O son, to thee unhappy no one is a friend. For 
this thing is [indeed] a discovery, to share good and evil in 
common. But do tliou (for thou art utterly undone from the 
very foundations, in respect to tliy friends, nor ha^t thou left 
•ny hope) know tiiis, hearing from me. In thy hand and 
fortune thou hast all the chance of recovering thy ancestral 
iKNise and city. 

Ob. By doing then what, shall we reach this end ? 

Old M. By slaying the son of Thyestcs and thy mother. 

Ob. I am come for tliis crown [of success], and how shall 
I obtain it? 

Old iL Xot by going indeed within the walls, even if you 
widied. 

Ob. Is he protected by the guards and their right hands ? 

Old ^L Thoa hast hit it; for he fears you, ai^ sleeps not 
in certainty. 

Ob. Wdl ! do thou then henceforward advise, old man. 

Old iL And do thou hear me; for something has just 
into my thoughts* 

Ob. llayest thou give some rood advice^ and I hear it^ 

Old 1L I saw JE^isthus as I was ooming slowly hither-^ 
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Ok. I attend to what yon have Bitid. Id irhat pUee ? 

Old TtL Near upon these borae-pastariag meadowa. 

Or. Doing what? For I see help ont of thingi iaeK* 
tricable. 

Old M. He was preparing a banquet for the Njmpha, m 
it seemed to mc. 

Ob. As a payment for his sotia' nurturing, or for fDinn 
offspring ? 

Old M. I know but 9 he bad armed himaelf bl 

the slaughter of a bull. 

Ok. With how many co miona? Or waa he alooe witk. 
his domestics? 

Old M. No Argive ae )t, but bis own buidf [tf 

servants]. 

On. Is there any one will 1 Jiow me, when be sees n^ 
old man ? 

Old M. His serTarn . u present, who have new 
seen thee. 

Or. But would thej be friendly 10 us, if we prevailed ? 

Old M. Ay, for (bis is peculiar to slaves, and umTdI id 
thee. 

Or. How, then, ahould I even approach bim ? 

Old il. Going [to a place] where he will see thee, ■■ be 
is sacrificingr 

Or. He is in the fields by the way itself, as it seems. 

Old M. Ay, from whence espying thee, he will invite 
you to shore his banqucL 

Or. In truth a bitter fetlow-banqueter, if God be willing. 

Old M. Observe bencefonvard according to the occuion. 

Oil Well hast thou spoken. But where is my mother? 

Old M. At Argos ; but she ^vill come to the drinking and 
banquet.*^ 

Or. But wherefore did not my mother set out at oooe with 
her husband 7 

Old M. She was left, dreading the reproach of the cttisens. 

Or. I understand. She knows that she is suspected faj 
the d^. 

Old M. So it is : for an impious woman is hatod. 



Ob. Hov dKB rinll I akj al onee both her wad tliu 
? 

EiXG. I iadeeJl wiD €ontiiT« the dcmih of mj mollier. 

Ob. ADdtraljfivtoDe sbell tec IhMl mutter right. 

Eleg. Let dM Ihie ■»■ hdp !!•» being two. 

Old 1L This sUl be. Bat hcnr wih thoo deriae deeth 
brthj mother? 

Euc. [Go end aaj tha% old man, to Cljtwniiestra.] Beer 
word that I em bcooght to bed in klMNir of a male. 

Old 1L Whether haring brooght forth tome time tinoeb or 
ktelj? 

Fijca Ten aons; daring whieh the woman in labour ii 
ponfied. 

Old 1L Bat what in truth doea this tend to thj mother^s 
death? 

Eleg. She win corner when she has heard of m j childbirth 



Old U. Whence ? What dost thou tidnk she cares» O 
child? 

Elec. Yea, and she will bemoan the dignity^ of my off- 
spring. 

Old XL Perhaps so ; I lead thj discourse back to the point 
of turning. 

Elec. It is plain that she will perish when she has come. 

Old M. And truly let her come to the very gates of the 
dwelling. 

Elec. Is it not a little thing t4» turn to Hades ?^' 

Old M. Would that I might die, having sometime beheld 
this. 

Elec Then first of all lead the way for this person, old 



Old M. [What to] where .£gisthus is now sacrificing to 
the Gods? 

Elec. Then meeting my mother, deliver my message* 
Old M. Ay, so that it shall seem to be spoken by thy own 



* i •• tlMir &Uca cooditioo. But I think Woodknll ii nssrsr tks miM 

** Ycfl, sad weep 
To Icaia I soi becone a kappj nollMr. 



ff* 



BU aOMOM v«A«c» Am «Imu) BIZ 'AIAOT." I am bat ksif mImM. 
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Elec. Tu tbj bulc DOW. Tlioa art allotted firet to bagii 
tbe slaughter. 

Oa. I will go, if any <m« will be leader of the way. 

Old M. And in troth I will escort tliee not anirillu^ly. 

Ok. O ttiooBitcestralJoTe, putti>r tollight of miaeeQcoua^ 
pitv o«, for we hai-e suffered pitiable things. 

Ei.EC Ay, pi^ those miu jom thy desceodaiits. 

Or. And thou, Juno, wb< t over the Uyceniaa ahu^ 

grant us the rictory, if we c isi things. 

Elec. Gire indeed to lu ku . igin;; power for our sire. 

Ok. And thou who impiousl- - ost dwell below the earlli, 
father, [mad thou queen Eai lo whom 1 atretch forth 
my liands,J aid, aid these thy baii^I children. 2fow cofM^ 
talking all the dead as allies, as mwy as with thee destroyed 
the I'hrygiiina wirh the spear, ami as many as bate impioui 
assassins. Hast ihou hcoiil, O thou that hast su&r«d dread- 
ful things from my mother? 

Et.EC. Father hears all, I know; but it is time to go. And 
to thee I proclaim rooreorer that JE^sthus must die. So 
that, if in contest thou shalt fall a deadly fall, I also am de*d; 
nor speak of roe as living ; for I will smite my head with a 
two-«]ged sword. But going within the dwelling, I will make 
ready, so that, should prosperous tidings of thee arrire, the 
whole bouse shall shout aloud ; but if ihoa diest, tlie contrwy 
of these things w-ill be. I tell thee this. 

Ob. I know all 

Elec Therefore it behoves thee to be a man. But do yoo, 
O women, well light up the shout of (his contest** Bnt I 
will keep guard, carrying in my hand a ready spear. For 
never, overcome by my enemies, will I pay the penalty f«w 
my body to be abused. 

Clio. A report remains in the ancient traditions of the 
Argive mountains,*' that once on a time Pan, the guardian of 

** Tlvfiniirt, i, q. rq^i'vtrt, quui h<^i« diccns, tnuf au inhlliffimm 
tf Utt^rapi. DoBHEK. 

" MalLhin irould Join draXar vTi liaiipog with XP- ipra ve^ivu. 
makiDg Inro ^ uirijt, u inru mpir mrdirar. Atuli. 4J3. Regardanj tht 
leRend at the golden fleece, lee Greet. 811 tqq. Ipb. Taur. 19G. Tbe 
roIluiriii|- puMges ue icaporunt : Senec. lliyFtt. tH iqq., " Eat Pelania 
■Itii Dobila in sUbulU pMui, Arcuins trie*, doctor opulenli (nfis ; Ha* 
joi par oDiQe corpus efliuo coniK Depcndct aatoi raju • tMfOi Mni 
Auimia nget sM^n Tutatid s«rant: FoHOMor kiiJM ntaal; luae 
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the flelds, breathing fortli a sweet -sounding song on the well- 
compactcil reeds, condacted from its lender mother a ram 
with beauteous fleece of gold. And standing oa a rocky 
bench, n herald eschiimcd, " To the Ibrum, to the rorum 
come, O Alj-cenions, about to behold prodigies, [and] fearful 
visions of lioppy rulers." And choirs of the song of Atreus 
adorned the direUing, and the gold-decked temples" were 
opened, and on the altars through the city the fire otfered hy 
the Arrives blazed. And the pipe, the minister of the Muses, 
sent forth a mo^t beauteous sound, and delightful songs in- 
creased concerning the golden lamb, ns praises of Thyeatcs,*' 
For having sed'jced the dear wife"' of Atreus to clandestine 
nuptials, he benrs ofi" the prodigy to his home, and returning 
to the assembly, he proclaims that he possessed the golden* 
fleeced horned flock in his dwelling. Then indeed, then Jove 
changed the shining paths of the stars, and the light of the 
Sun, and tlie white face of Morn, and to the western side he 
drives [tliem] with warm flames glittering from heaven, ond 
the damp clou<U [go] towards the north, and the dry scats of 
Hammon are parched for lack of moisture, deprived of the 
fairest showers from Jove." It is said (but with me, at least, 
it has little credit) that the goldcn-vbaged sun turned away, 
having changed his warm station through a mortal misfor- 
tune, on account of mortal justice.'* Hut stories terrible to 
mortals arc a gain for the worship of the Gods; of which 
thou being unmindful, lia^t slain thy husband, thou joint 
mother" of noble children.^ Hold, hold, my friends, beard 
y« ft noise? or bu a vain opinion possessed me, like u the 

tantc domus Fortune KquiiuT." A poi>( in Cicor. dc X. D, iii., " Addo 
bac, quod mi!ii poncnm rirlcstum paler Prodi^um niisil, n-gni lubilimen 
aei ; Apiuin inlet perudcs aurca cUrum coma. Quondam ThTcilom 
drpcTC au»um cut f rcirii : Qua in re adjutricein conju^m ccpil >ibi-" 

** I KC hlile dillicully in underatanding Sv/iiXai za pul far ihc lemple* 
ibeoMclTes, a part lor ihe whole. 

•* But read itc iirri \ijoc, 9vivnjn, with Seidl. Dind. 

" Aeropr. C(. Si-rt. on .fLa. li. 263. KjgtD. Fab. 66. fV'^ inn* on \ 
EnldiM, Fiagm. p. 272 iq. ed. He»cl. 

•■ Aw9i>- — it ^lof, (Cf. Hcl. 2, ^!a{ itatdloc- Alccoi, Pn^. 1.) 
6«m the •uppaiilion ibal rain tu leni by Jote. 

** L e- tbe Tliv»l<:an banquet, in rerenge for the seduction of Acrom- 

* Ueielj rquiraleal to yiviriipa, uuloa we underslaad, with Mos- 
ente. " fiM timv! frracnaril, L i> Hffliil cnm muilo." 

■■ Elecira and Omtc*. 
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nether thoDdering of Jove? Behold ! tfac»e AODods u« 
waded not indistinct &I;r mistress Electra, p»aa out of thii 
dwelling. 

Elec. My iriends, what is the matt^? To wlut peril are 
we come ? 

Clio. I know but one thins, I hear a shriek o€ dektb. 

Elec. I also heard it, :ed, but jet fl heaM it}. 

Cho. Ay, for sound c distance, and still clear. 

£leg. Is it the groan ve, or of my friends ? 

Cqo. I knoTT not ; foi e of the cry is confused. 

Elec Thou c^joiaest death tome; why do wa 

hesitate ? 
■ Cbo. Stop ! that thoi trly learn thy furtuoes. 

Elec. It cannot be. uishedj for where ar« tlM 

messengers ? 

Cuo. They will come ; isy task to kill a king. 

MzsSESGER. ye victc jnion virgins, I prooounea 

to all his friends that Ore^.^ arious, and that the mur- 
derer of Agnmomuon, ^Egjstlius, lies on the ground ; and it 
is meet to adore the Gods. 

Elec And who art thou ? How dost thou signify to me 
things certain? 

TiIess. Knowcst thou not that thou beholdest in me an at- 
tendant on thy brother. 

Elec. O dearest one, through fear indeed I had a difficulty 
in recognising thy fuec ; but now indeed I know thee. What 
sayest thou ? Is my father's hated murderer dead ? 

Mess. He is dead ; I tell thee twice, what thou indeed 
wishcst. 

Cuo. Gods, and Justice, that beholdest all things^ tboa 
hast come at last. 

Elec. But in what manner and by what system of aUngh- 
ter he slew the son of Thyestes I desire to Iwn. 

2lEsa. After we had withdrawn our footsteps from these 
dwellings, we entered upon a dinding waggon-road, where 
was the renowned king of the Llycenians. And he chanced 
to be walking in his well-watered gardens, cropping for hia 
head branches of tender myrtle. And on teeing as, he cries 
out : O strangers, who are ye ? Whence come ye, and of what 
land are ye ? And Orestes replied : ** We are TheuaHana, 
and are come to Alpheus in order to sacrifice to Olymptaa 
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Jore." And .£gittbuj, hearing this, speaks thus : '' Now in- 
deed je must be as mj hearth-sharers in the feast ; for I hap- 
pen to be sacrificing a bull to the Nyipphs ; but having risen 
an the morning from bed je will go the same waj.*' But let 
OS go within the liouse." And, thus sajing, he took us bj the 
handy and led us on ; nor was it right to refuse. But when 
we were within the house, he speaks thus : *' Let some one 
with all speed bring lavers for the guests, that thej maj stand 
round the altar near the lustral vessels." But Orestes an- 
swered : ** We are but lately purified in pure baths from river 
streams. But if it befit strangers to join with the citizens in 
sacrifice we are ready, king ^gisthus, and refuse not.*' Tliis 
conference then they both broke off in the middle ; and the 
•errants, having laid down the spears, the protection of their 
Blaster, all set their hands to work. Some bore a vessel 
to catch the blood; others uplifted the canisters; others 
kindled the fire, and placed the cauldrons round the 
bearth; and the whole roof echoed. But the partner of 
thy mother's bed, taking the salted cakes, cast them on the 
altar, speaking such words ns these : " Ye Nymphs of the rock, 
[grant] that I may often sacrifice a bull, as also my wife 
within the house, the daugliter of Tyndarus, faring as we do 
DOW ; but that my enemies [may fare] ill ** — meaning Orestes 
and thee. But my master prayed the opposite — not speaking 
aloud — that he might recover his ancestral home. And iEgis- 
thos, taking a straight knife out of the canister, cut off [some 
of 3 the bullock's hair, and placed it on the pure flame with his 
right hand ; then he slew the bullock on the shoulders of the 
•ervants, as they lifted it with their hands, and speaks thus 
to thy brother: ''They boast that this is among the noble 
deeds of the Thessalians, to dissect a bull skilfully, and to rein 
in horses. Take the steel, O stranger, and prove that the re- 
port concerning the Thessalians is true." But he, having seized 
la his hands the well-wrought Doric blade, stripping off the 
well-fastened robe from his shoulders, took PyLades, indeed, 
as an assistant in the toil, and pushed away the domestics. 
Then seizing the foot of the bullock, he laid bare the white flesh, 
stretching out his hand, and more quickly stripped off the skin 
than a horse courser could finish twice twelve hundred paoes,^ 



•• Ths teMt !•, ^'Toa wiU ooAa to ths tasM tkiaf." i. e. yoo will aot 
he kia^ffsd oo yov wiy. ■ Set Bshms. 
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and he o, I the flank. And ^gislhus, taking the enHvb 
in his linuua, examined lliem. But the lobe was aot in tin 
entrails; and the entrance [of llio liver] and tbe rec«pUdeof 
the bile denoted evil attacks upon the searclier. And he ia- 
dced knit '■■■i brow ; but my master asked, " Wherefore trt 
thou Slid, stranger?". [He replied]; "I fear Mmw fo- 
reign plot, lOr the son of AsfameDinon is most detested, and 



is hosiila to Km 


plied: "Dost thou dread 


the stratngem oi 


iiler over tbe city ? Will 


not some one cxc'. 


Ml chopper" instead of m 


Dorian, tlwt we 


inqoet of inspection ?*• I 


will cleave open 


a holding, he cksTea it; 


and ..^ialhu. 


^** contemplated tUem, 


having separa 


stooped down, thy bn> 


ther, standing 


on the spine, and broka 


the joints of 


nis body was convalsed 


up and down, u. 


with difficulty from tbe 


death-blow. Bui wut-ii 


beheld it, they forthwith 


rushed lo arms, being many \o ngiit ag:iinst two ; but through 



their valour Pyladcs and Orestes stood brandishing their 
weapons before their faces. And ho (Orestes) said : " I am 
not come as an enemy to this city, nor to my subjects, but I, 
the hapless Orestes, have aveRged myself on the murderer of 
my sire. Slay tne not then, ye ancient domestics of my siie." 
But they, afVer they heard his words, restnuned their spean; 
and he was recognised by some ago! veteran in the botae. 
And straightway they crown the head of thy brother, re- 
joicing, shouting. And he comes to thee to show the heed, 
not bearing that of the Gorgon, but of him thou hateet, JE^m- 
thus. But blood for blood has come upon him, who now diea, 
as the bitter payment for a debt. 

Clio. Place thy step for a dance, O dear one, like a fawa, 
with delight lightly moving its bounding aloft Thy brother 
conquers,*' having accomplished a garland-bearing better thaa 
by the streams of Alpheus. But chant a strain of Ticto«7 ^"^ 
my dance. 



** BccaaM Orata prctfaded lo b« a Thonliui. 
** With wnvT^fiiay UDdcnUnd Oaivqv or Svn'ai 
" Called a lortoiu from iu limilu ihap«. Itus 
** i. a. of the breul, tbs heart, laogt, Ac 
" I lead yitf, with Cantar, Uusr., Diad, 
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•ELsa O ligh^ O Rilaidoiir of tlie ibai^lioned mn^ O eartb, 
•Dd iujg;ht»'* which 1 before beheld, now mine eje, end je 
ftUs [of heftren]** now frec^ since iEgisthnSi mj iathcr^t 
Bunderer, has fidien. Come, I most bring ool whaterer ornm-' 
owntt for the hair I [poeaem]** and mj dwdlingt oooceal, O 
fiMid% and I will crown the head of mj Tictorioua brother. 

Cbou Do joa then bring forth ornaments for the head ; 
but oo omr part the dance lored bj the Muses shall proceed. 
Now our (onner well-belored kings rule oor land, having 
jostlj pat down the ui^ost; and let a shout go forth, attuned 

Elcc. O thoa with a glorious victory, bom of a sire vie- 
torioos in the war under Troy, Orestes, receive fillets for the 
locks of thine hair. For thou art come to thy home, not as 
having run an ukcIcss contest of six plethra,*' but having 
slain the enemy .^gisthus, who destroyed thine and my sire. 
And do thou, Fylade^ a shield companion, [and] nursling of 
a most pious man,^ receive a garland from my hand ; for thou 
too beaiest an equal share of the contest with this man ; and 

iv ye ever appear to mc fortunate 

6r. Think in the first place, Elcctra, that the Gods are 
the leaders of this fortune, and then commend me, the minis- 
ter of the Gods and of fortune. For I am come, having »lain 
^Egisthus not in word, but in deed ; and to give any one the 
power of knowing this clearly, I bring the dead himself to 
thee ; whom, if thou wilt, expose as a prey to wild beastN or, 
fixing to a stake, stick him down, a booty for birds, the chil- 
dren of the sky. For he is now thy slave, having before 
been called thy master. 

Elcc. I am ashamed, yet wish to speaL 

On. What is it, speak ; since thou art far off* from fear. 

Elcc. [I fear] to insult the dead, lest some one smite me 
with invioiousness. 

Ob. There is no one who could blame thee. 

Elcc. Our city is hard to please, and fond of slander. 

** i. e. bcr former miiery. 

** This it but hmh, and Reiske'i c/t«vMii is vsfj ttepat. Hovtfvr, 
BaripidM is Tcry food of the other ei|»rc«ioo. 
«• Rosd 'x« ibr '7^ with Onier. DindotC 

* i. o. a ■taiiiww fuiioaf. 

* flttofhiaib the Phodaa. wmUtvfm v w«l^. 



Or. S| f tliou dcsirest, sUter j for we have entered op 

enmity w is person upon lerms that admit of no treatj. 

Elkc. (to cite corpse of jEgislhat.) Well then, what be- 
ginning of reproaches shall I aJdi'esB to thee ? tViuu end? 
what middle di^oursts shall I draw out ? And tml; froa 
the dawn I never ceased muttering whHt I wi&hed to uj to 
thy fncc, had I indeed been free from my former fears. 



then I am so ; ant? ' 

I would have said 

and, nought iiijuivl 

a dear father, and 

murder her husb: 

having [thyself! jf 

an extent of folly i 

find tny mother not 

jure my father's bed. 

ing Corrupted a man's * 

qucntlj compelled to ta* 

he thinks thikt she in the oil' 

titj, but will be mindful of ii 

didst thou live, not thinking t 



'hose words of ill wtuck 

rUou didst destroy n 

and tbia man bereft of 

narry my mother, and 

the Grecian army, -not 

hrygians. And to sodi 

that thou didst hope t 

thee, hut thou didst in- 

I know, when after har- 

t naptiiils, he is sobse- 

! iE> a wretched beioj;, if 

— , I be unmindful of chas- 

'ith him. And most miserably 

lire ill ; for thou knewcat ii 



deed that thou hadst made an unholy marriage, and my 
mother [knew] that she in thee i>o.sscssed an impious hns- 
band. But being an evil pair, ye obtained your fortune, she 
thine evil one, and thou hers. And among all the Arg;irea thou 
didst hear eucIi words as these : " See that woman's slare^" not 
" the husband's wife." But surely this is base, for the woman, 
not the man, to rule the household ; and I loathe tboae chil- 
dren, who are named in the city not from the male aire, bat 
from tlic mother. For when a man marries a conspicuoua and 
superior match, of the man there is no account, but of the 
woman. Which thing has most deceived thee, not knowing 
it. Thou didst boast to be somebody, relying on thy wealth { 
but wealth is nought, except to tarry with us for a little time. 
Hut nature is stable ; not money : since the one ever remain- 
ing uplifts her head ; but wealth unjust, and dwelling with the 
foohsh, is wont to flit from the house, having flourished for a 
abort season. But for the matters regarding women I am silent; 
for it is not seemly for a virgin to tp^ [of them}, and 
knowingly I will but hint. Thon didst wanton, u poBsesaing. 
forsooth, a regal palace^ and as being firm in beauty. But may 
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mj husbftod be lie, who hna not the face of a virgin, but of 
manlj manner. For their children depend on Mars ; but mere 
pfettinen is an ornament onlj in the dance. Perdition seize 
thee, ignorant of all ; for which, in time detected, thou hast 
paid the penaltjr, being thus an eril-doer. Let not a man, if 
he run the first course well, think he will win the victory, be- 
fore he comes nigh the line, and turns the end of life. 

Cna He has done dreadful deeds, and a dreadful retribu- 
tion has he paid to thee and this man. For a mightj strength 
does justice possess. 

Or. Be it so. It behoves jou, sen'ants, to bear the body 
of this man within, and to give it to darkness, that when my 
mother comes, she may not see the cone before [her ownj 
death. ^ 

Elec Stop ! Let us throw ourselves upon another topic. 

Ob. What ? dost thou sec auxiliary troops from Mycenso ? 

£lcc Xo^ but the mother, who gave me birth. 

Ob. Opportunely indeed, she comes into the midst of the 



Elec. And truly she is brilliant in her cliariot and robes. 

On. Wliat then shall wc do ? shall we murder our mother ? 

Elec. Does pity possess thee, as soon as thou seest thy 
mother's person ? 

Or. Alas ! for how shall I slay her, who bore and nourish- 
ed me? 

Elec. Like as sh<^ destroyed thy sire and mine. 

Or. O Phoebus, much folly indeed hast thou prophesied — 

Elec. But where Apollo is foolish, who are wise? 

Ob. Who liast bidden mc to sky my« mother, whom it ii 
not fitting. p 

Elec. But in what art thou harmed, avenging thy father ?m 

Or. Having been then^ pure, I shall now be accused of 
my mother's murder. 

Elec Ay, and not avenging thy father, thou wilt be im 
pkms. 

Or. But I shall pay to my mother the penalty of death. 

Elec. But to whom, on the other hand, shouldst thou 
abandon the avenging of thy sire ? 

Ob. Did not some demon, likened to the God, enjoin that i 

Elec What, sitting on the sacred tripod ? I opiat aoi. 
^ Vu. whsB 1 WIS ordtfffd to slay hsr. 



Or. I cuinot be persuaded tbmt this was agenoine respoitee. 

Elec. Tbou shall not through cowardice fall into axutua 
lincss. 

On. tiball I then contrtTc the same artifice agminst ber? 

Klec. Ay, bj which thou also didst destroy her biubaad 
jEgistbus, having slain him- 

Or. I wiU enter inj »>" 
tempt. Aji and I shall d 
fit to tiie Gods, let it be ; itest is for me [at ooce} \ ' 

biiter and sweet. 

Cfici. Ho ! thou rojal b land of Argoo, daughter 

lif Tjndarus, and sister ol noble sons of Jovt, w-bo 

inhabit the floming ether, & irs, haWng hoaonrs frOm 

mortals OS protectors ami^" '<■ res of the sea. Hail ! Z 
reverence you etinally wil , because of jour wcAllh 

HOil great happiness. Au.. .. * the season for thj for- 

lunes, queen, to be respeeiea djt ail. 

Cly, Descend from tlie chariot, ye Trojan damsels, and lay 
hold of my band, that I may place my foot outside this car. 
For the Iiouses indeed of the Gods are adorned with Phrygian 
spoils 1 but I possess in my house these, chosen from the Trcgan 
land, in place of the daughter whom I lost, a small but hon- 
ourable gift. 

Elec. Shall I not then, mother, (for I am a slave cast out 
of my ancestrftl home and inhabit an unhappy dwelling,) take 
liold of thy happy hand ? 

Clt. These slaves are present. Do not thou labour for me ? 

Elec. What, bast thou not dislodged me, in truth, as a slave 
iVom the house ? for when mine house was taken, I ivas taken, 
like as these women, being left destitute of a father. 

Clt, Such plans indeed did thy sire devise against those 
friends against whom it least behoved him. But I will 8pe»k, 
although, when a mong opinion possesses a woman, there is 
a certain bitterness upon her tongue, (as indeed is the case 
with us,) not fitly indeed ; but it is just that we hate, when we 
have learnt tlie matter, if indeed one has right grounds for - 
hating. But if not, why should one hate? Now Tyndarus 
bestowed me on thy sire, nut that I nor my children should 
perish. But that man, having persuaded my daughter by the 
[pretended] nuptials of AchiOes, went from home leading her 
'"om the ibip-receiring Aulia, where stretching ber above tba 
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ir cheek of Iphigenia. Now if, to pre- 
Tent the capture of a citjr^ or to benefit his house, and save his 
other children, he had slain one on behalf of many, it would 
liaTe been pardonable ; but now because Helen was a wanton, 
mnd he who had recovered her knew not how to chastise a trai- 
torous wife^ on this account he (Agamemnon) destroyed my 
child. At this, tlien, although iigured, I was not rendered 
mvagCp nor would I have slain my husband. But he came to 
me bringing a raving God-poss^sed girl, and introduced her 
to his bed, and would have had two wives at once in the same 
dwdling. Now women are foolisli, I will not deny it ; but 
when this being the case, a husband errs, by neglecting the 
bed in his home, a wife is wont to imitate her husband, and 
possess another love. And then the blame shines forth upon 
OS ; but the men, who are the cause of this, are in no bad re- 
pute. But if Mcnelaus had been privily carried off from 
oome, must I needs have slain Orestes, that I might pre- 
serve Menelaus my sister's husband ? And how would thy 
sire have tolerated this ? Was it then right that he indeed 
ahould not die, having slain my [children], but that I should 
suffer at his hands ? I slew him ; I turned myself the way 
that lay open to his enemies. For who of your father*^ 
friends would liave shared the deed with me ? Say, if thou 
desirest aught, and lay down with freedom, on the other side, 
that thy father died not justly. 

Elec. Thou hast 'spoken justly ; but even justice has some- 
thing of disgrace; for it behoves a woman who is in her 
•enses to yield to her husband in all things. But if this seems 
not so, neither does it come into the account of my words. 
Remember, mother, the last words thou didst say, in |)ennit- 
ting me to speak to thee with freedom. 

Clt. Ay, and I say so now, and deny not, child. 

Ei.cc. But wilt thou, O mother, treat me ill, when thou 
hast heard? 

Clt. Not so ; but I will add wlmt is pleasant to thy feelings. 

Elec I will speak then ; and this is the beginning of my 
prelude. Would that, O mother, thou hadst possessed a wiser 
mind. For the form indeed both of Helen and thco is worthy 
to bear commendation ; but ye were bom twin sisters, both 
wanton, and not worthy of Castor. For she indeed being 
carried ofi^ willingly was lost ; but thou hast destroyed the 
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best man of Greece, alleging a pretence, that tliou didst slaj- thy 
husbfind on tli}' child's account (for they know not well tbe fact*, 
as I do} ; thou who, before the sacrifice of thj d&ugbter was 
completed, and when thy husband had but lately set out froai 
home, didst adorn the auburn tresses of thine hair before ■ mir- 
ror, liut a woman who, while her husband ia absent from home, 
deckfi herself out for (-"""tv. w"'" iioiwlf down as e»iL For 
it behoves her to shuw ui ir face out of doors. 

unless she is seeking s iut I know thai thou 

alone of all the Greci goice, if the Trojan 

affairs prospered ; but, orst, that thoa didst 

wear tk clouded look, no^ - nnon to return ftom 

Troy. And yet there v for thee (o be chaste. 

Tliou hndst a husband Du< isthus, whom Greece 

chose for her general ; atii xx Helen had done 

such deeds, it was in thy | ffreat renown ; for 

evil deeds furnish an exam iplation to the good. 

But if, as thou snyest, my tauiri -.v daughter, how hare 
I and luy brother injured ihco? Why ihen didst thou not, 
hnving slain thy husband, unite to us ancestml houses? but 
thou carried oS* stranger nuptials, purchasing a husband for 
hire. And neither is tliy husband (^gisthus) banished on 
account of thy son (Orestes), nor is he dead on my account, 
twice having slain me on account of my sister (Iphigeaia)? 
But if slaughter shall requite slaughter, I and thy son Orestes 
must sluy thee, avenging our father. For if those deeds were 
just, these ore just likewise. But whosoerer, looking to 
wealth or nobility, marries a wicked woman, is a fool ; for an 
humble, yet modest partner is better in one's houa^ than « 
powerful one. 

Cno. There is a fatality in the nuptials of women; for I 
perceive that among mortals some marriages fall out well, some 
not well. 

CtT. daughter, thou wert bom to love ever thy aire. And 
this is the case : some side with the males ; but others lore 
■heir mother rather than their father. 1 will pardon thee; 
for in truth, my child, I do not so very much rejoice in what 
I have done. But thus unwashed, and with thy form thoa 
hadly clothed, hast thou just ceased from thy throes in cfaild- 
hinh? Alas! wretched me for my devices; how have I 
■tirred my husband to wrath more than was fitting I 
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Elcc Thou mouriMBt lale» wlieii thou hast no remedy. 
llj father if dctd ; hut wh j dost thou not recall thy son who 
it wandering out of this land ? 

Ci.T. I have a fear^ and consider my own interests^ not his. 
For he is angered, as thej say, at the death of his father. 

Elec. Whj then dost thou keep thy husband furious 
i^nst us? 

Clt. Such are hb numners ; and thou also art self-willed. 

Elec. For I am pained ; but I will cease being wrath. 

Clt. And truly he shall no longer be harsh to thee. 

Elec. Ho is very proud, for he dwelb in my house. 

Clt. Dost thou see ? Tliou art again fanning new quarrels. 

Elec. I will be silent, for I fear him, as I teatr him.^ 

Clt. Cease from these words. But wherefore didst thou 
call me^ child? 

Elec. TIiou hast licard, I suppose, of my being brought to 
bed. On this account do thou offer sacriBee for mc, (for I 
know not how,) on the tenth day of the month from the 
child's birth,^ as is the custom. For I am not experienced, 
being hitherto childless. 

Clt. This is the task of another, who has acted as 
midwife. 

Elec. I myself was my midwife, and alone brought forth 
an infant 

Clt. Dost thou inhabit a home so neighbouricss of friends ? 

Elec. No one desires to possess the poor as friends. 

Clt. But I will go, that I may sacrifice for the accom* 
plished number of the child's [days] ; but after I hare done 
this favour for thee^ I will go to the field where my husband 
is offering sacrifices to tlie Nymphs. But ye, attendants, lead- 
ing these harnessed steeds, place them in the stalls ; but when 
ye think that I am released from this sacrifice to the 6ods» be 
al hand ; for it behoves me also to do favour to my husband. 

« Allnainf to hU Heath. WoodhuU : 

" For I drpftd him, it Ikr it there it caute 
To dread iEpsthut." 

* Cd Arittoph. At. 494, ic itsir^p ymp von wmifapi^^ aX^^ic fv«» 
viMT i¥ i#ni, where the 8cholaiil renirkt thit the binh-diy fetsivil 
and the Bimiaf of the child wit celebntf«d oo the tenth, hjr othcn, oa 
the oeveath day lAer birth. Abmac the KooMBt the luttntMii-diy — 
ihoeifhihiBrfifl^theaiBlhiBrhojt. LiOiiaiBa 4t LwinL {27. 
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Elcc Enter into our poor abode ; but take care IcM 
Ka-jky roof discoloar tlij robes, for tltou shalt make saC- 
hKrifice to tbe Gods ts behoTes tbee. (Cftftsnuuxtra gia » 
For tbe canister is wt*Aj, &Dd the knir^ wbetted, which ' 
already deairojvd the bull, near whom thou strickeo sl 
faU. And CTCD in the house of lUdeis thou shalt fae bhi 
to hin with whom thou didst sleep during life. So great a 
fanrar will 1 bestow on thee ; and thou on me an ato( 
figr mj father. 

Ci>a A requital for enls, changed gales for the 
are btowiog. Then indeed in the bath mj lord, my lord Uii, 
and the house ^neked, and the stone-pinnacles of tliC liooM^ 
a he spake thua: " wretched woman, why dost ihoa slsr 
Hie retuniing to my dear country after ten oom-se 
l>ut a chan^og tide of justice secretly leads od this 
VTewbed on account of her changed bed ; who having takes 
an axe in her hanil^ slew wiih the sharp-whetted blade by 
jicr own hand her wretched husband, returning af^r a loo^ 
sfason to his house and the Cjclopeian sky-capping walls. 
A wretched husband, in that he had a wretched woinan for a 
baoc! IJke as a mountain lioness, pasturing aroidst (lie cak- 
thickets of tlie woods, she wrought these deeds, 

Clt. children, by ilie Gods, slay not your mother. 

Clio. Dost thou hear tbe noise beneath llie roof 't 

Clt. Alas ! for nie, for nie ! 

Cho. I also benail her murdered by her children. In 
truth tbe deity regulates justice, when tlierc is a chance. 
Wr«icliedly hast thou suffered ; but impious deeds hast thou 
done to thy husband, unhappy one. But hitlier these direct 
their foot from the house, deJiled wiiIi the new-shed blood of 
their mother, terrible evidences of her hapless addresses [to 
tiicm]. There is not, nor erer was a house more wretched 
than that of the descendants of Tantalus. 

Or. earth and Jore, that surreyest all mortal thingi^ 
behold these bloody, horrid deeds, two bodies prostrate on Um 
ground, by n blow from my hnnti, a requital of mine ills. 

Llec. 2Uoumful matters indeed, O brother, but I am the 
cause. Through fire I liave wretched gone against thia my 
mother, who gave me, her daughter, birth. Alas! {or thy 
fortune, thy fortune O mother that didst give me birth ; tboa 
that hast suffered accursed things, wretched and more than 
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fwretched], at the hands of thy children. But justl/ host 
thou atoned for my father's murder. 

On. Alaa! PhiEbus, thou didst enjoia justice; thou hnst 
wrought publicly griefs not to be told, and host given bloody 
DOptiab from Greece. But to what other city can I go? 
What host, what pioua friend wilt look upon the face of me 
ft matricide ? 

Elec. Alas I alas for me ! And whither shall I ? to what 
dance, to what nuptials, shall I go? What husband will re- 
ceive me lo a bridal bed ? 

Or. Again, again has thy disposition changed [with the 
gale] i** lor thou now hast pious thoughts, not having them 
then ; but thou, dear one, host done dreadful things to- 
wards Iby unwilling brother. Didst thou see how the 
wretched woman threw aside her robes, and showed her 
bosom during the slaughter, atas ! for me, bending her knees 
to the earth ? But I was like to faint." 

Elec. I well know thou wa^t in grief, hearing the piteous 
groan of the mother who bore thee. 

On. And she uttered such a cry as this, placing her hand 
on my heard, " My child, I beseech thee ;" and she hung upon 
my cheeks, so that the sword fell from my hands. 

Cno. Oh ! wretched one, how hast thou had the heart to 
behold in thy sight the sbughter of thy mother breathing her 
last? 

Or. I indeed casting my robes upon mine eyes, began [the 
■laughterj with my sword, driving it into my mother's neck. 

Elec And I indeed encouraged tliee ; and at the same 
time laid hands on the sword. You have done*'* the moat 
dreadful of deeds. 

Ob. Take hold, take hold, cover the limbs of my mother 
with garments, close up her wounds. Murderers in truth 
didst thou give birlli to for thyself. 

Elec. See, thee a friend, yet not a friend, we cover with 
girmeots, a finish of (he great ills in the house. 

Cho. But hither above the summit of the house appear 
■ome demons, or of the heavenly Gods ; for this is do path for 
mortals. Why como they into the clear sight of mortAls ? 

" Dioilotr would omil rpic a'pi'i'- 
" Taniiiav for rin ici/iar. SeiOL. DihO. 
luL Sridlcr tetiU Ipita. 
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Castor aicd Pollux, (^appearing.) son of A«;amemBO<i, 
liaiei) ; for the twin brotliers of thy mother, the sons of Jov^ 
oU upon thee. Castor, nnd this his brother Pollux. But 
having lately appeased a terrible storm of the ocean, we h»T« 
come to Argos, when we saw tlie slaughter of this oar UBter, 
thy mother. She then has what was just, but thou dost not so i 



silent, for be is my king 
tiee things not wise. Bat 
ut hcncefonii it behovea 
have decreed concerning 
iLlcctra IS a wife for his 
it is not for thee to tre«il 
But the dreadful Paries, 
e thee maddened to room 
i at Athens, embrace tfaa 
i will drive them off, ler- 
ot to touch the«, stretch- 
hend. Now thero 
Tota 



and Phfcbus, PhfDbui 
—but being wise, he proj 
we must needs acquiesce 
thee to perform what Fi 
thee. On Fylades, indi 
house ; but do tliou teavu j 
this Iniid, having slain thy 
the dog-visaged Goddessc 
nslrny. And when thou 
lislloived image of Mineri 
rified by her terrible dn^ 
ing forth the Gorgon-facea 

is a certain hill of Alars, where the Gods first sate 
concerning blood, when savage Mars, in wrath for the 
nuptials of his daugliier,''' slew Halirrothius, the son of the 
ruler of the ocean, where from that [time] there is a most 
pious and firm judgment for the Gods. Here it behoves thee 
also to run the gauntlet concerning murder. But votes being 
placed equal will preserve thee from dying by justice; for 
Loxins will take the blame upon himself, having commanded 
the murder of your motlicr. And to those hereafter this law 
shall be fixed, that tlie defendant shall always escape by equal 
votes. The fearful Goddesses indeed, stricken with this rex- 
ation, will sink into a chasm of the earth near the hill itself^ s 
snrrpd pious oracle [liercat^er] for mortals. But thee it be- 
hoves to dwell in a city^ on the streams of Alpheui^ near the 
Lycxan enclosure ; and the city shall be called aTler thj 
name. To thee indeed I have thus spoken ; bat this cone 
of jT^gistliua the citifcns of Argoa shall conceal in » tomb 
of earth. But Menelaus, who bss just arrived at Nauplia,sinca 
he has conquered the IVojan land, and Helen, will borj thj 

" AJcippa, tbi dtughtet of KIus, vu violated by HsLnotUna. Ct 
ApoUod. Hi. 13. Sm Heun. Aicop- { 10, p. 8i wj. 

" CT. Orot. IGU mn. It wm bcfora called 'AI«vi«, sod fanned a 
dialhct of Arcadia, Panaaa. viiL 4. Sl«plL Bya. •■ v. 
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mother. For [Helen] is come from the house of Proteus, having 
left Egypt ; nor did she go to the Phrygians. But Jove, in 
order that strife and skugliter of mortals might arise, sent an 
ioMge of Helen to Troy. Let Pylades then, having this dam- 
ad as his wife^ return to his liome in the Achaian land, and 
bear him who is nominally thy hrother-in-law'i into the land 
of the Pboeiansi and give him weight of wealth. But do thou, 
passing with thy foot over the neck of the Isthmian land, go 
towards the prosperous liouse of Cecropia ; for having ful- 
filled thy destined fate fresulting] from this murder, thou 
wOt lie hippyt being freed from these ills. 

Ciia O SODS of Jove, is it lawful for us to approach thy 
converse? 

Cas. akd Pol. It is lawful, for those not polluted by these 
morders. 

On. And may I sluu« in speech, sons of Tyndanis ? 

Cas. asd Pol. Thou mayest I will lay this deed of blood 
upon Phoebus. 

Cua How, being Gods and brothers of this woman who 
hast perished, did ye not avert the calamities from these 
houses? 

Cas. A2n> Pol. Destiny of necessity led on her fate, and 
the unwise words of the tongue of Phoebus. 

Elec But what Apollo [compelled] me ? What oracles 
pronounced that I shpuld be the murderess of my mother? 

Cas. and Pol. Common was the deed, and common the 
fate ; and one curse of your sires hai» harassed both. 

Ob. O sister mine, seeing thee after a long time, I am im- 
mediately deprived of thine endearments, and, left by tliee, I 
leave thee. 

Cas. and Pol. She has a husband and home. She has 
not suffered things to be pitied, save that sho leaves her 
Argive city. 

Ob. And what other greater cause is there for groaning, 
than to leave the boundaries of one's country ? But I shall go 
out from my father's house, and undergo the charge of mur- 
der of my mother at tlu* votes of others. 

Casl akd Pol. Be of good cheer. Thou wilt come to the 
holy city of Vu1\mm. But bear up. 

Elec. Jmn thy breast to my breast, O dearest brother ; for 

^ Mcaniag Iks old pnstat. 
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the bloody cnraes of our mother disjoin as from oar uwettnl 
home. 

Ob- Throw thy body doselj-, hug me ; and weep, u on itw 
tomb of me dead. 

Ca& AJiD Poi- Alas ! alas ! thou host uttered this b terri- 
ble thing even for Gods to hear. For in me and !□ tbe io- 
habitants of hearen there is pitj for moch-ioiling mortals. 

Or. No more sliall I behold thee. 

Elec. Xor shfttl I approach thine eye. 

Or. Tins is my last address to tliee. 

Ei.EC. fare thee well, city, and fare ye well, and greatly 
well, my female citizens. 

Ob. O most faithful sister, art thou now on thy way ? 

Elec. I am on my way, bedewing my tender cheek. 

Or. Pylades, go rejoicing, wed the fonn of Elecurn. 

Cas. and Pol- The marriage shall be their care; bat do 
thou, fleeing from these dogs,^ wend thy way to Atiiens, for 
with their snaky hands, these black-skinned [Furies], fraujbt 
with the fruit of dreadful woes, cast their dread fooutcp upon 
thee. But we [hie] to the Sicilian Sea in haste, to aave the 
marine prows of ships. And passing through the ethereal 
plain, tbe wicked indeed we aid not ; but to whom bolioew 
and justice is dear in their life, these we preaerre, releasing 
thera frOTn heavy toils. Thus let no one be willing to act un- 
justly, nor let him sail togetlier with the peijured. J, a God, 
proclaim this to mortals. 

Cqo. Farewell ; but whosoever of mortaU is able to fan 
well, and bends not under some misfortune, fares happily. 

*• Tbe ForiM «ppear. 
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PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

SILENUS. 

CHORDS OF SATTES, 

ULYSSES. 

CYCLOPS. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



On Um letorn of Ulywct firom Troy, bo wm driTcn to Sicily, where 
PolyplMnnt and the Cydope dwelt. Meeting with Silenus and the Satyn , 
who had been enslared to Polyphemus, be aought to purchaae meat and 
choeie in exchanfe for wine. Poljrpbemus entering, Silenut accused 
Ulyiiet of stealing, and offering riolenoe to himself and companions. All 
would ha?* perished, but thai Ulysses and his sailors bored out the one 
eye of the sleeping Poljrpbemus. and thereby escaped, liberating the 
8atjiB. The plot is entirely Homeric. 



CYCLOPS. 



SlLCKUS. 

i) Broutus, tlirough lliee I liuvc ten thousand toils, both 
now, and wlicn my hotly was hale in youth, flnt iD^enl, 
tvlicn, maddened by Juno, tbou wentesl away, deserting thy 
nurses, tUc niounlsin nympLs ; and ailisnvards being an auisi- 
aai to ihee on tliy right hand in the eoufliti of the spear witii 
tlie eorth-bom nice, having smiitcn Enceladiu on the tnidu 
ut' Ills shield, I slew him with mj spear. Come, let me see, 
do I speak of this, liaving seen a dream ? ' >'o, by Jovc!, since 
indeed I showed even the spoils to Uacchus. And now I am 
exhausting a labour greater than tliose. For after Juno had 
excited a;;ainst tlicc a Tyrrlieniaa race of pirates, thai thou 
iiiighlest l>c^ sold far ofT, I, liavin;; learned the news, sail with 
my children in quest of thee. But myself taking the two- 
handled tiller at the cxtretuiiy of the stern, steered, and my 
eliildren sitting at the oars, whitening with oara the dee|>-blue 
Kca,* sought tlicc^ king. But just as we had sailed ne^r to 
Milieu, an Eastern blast, blowing down upon our shi|s droTt 

' Th« full paint of thii provcrbul uyinf mair b« veil estimated &«a 
the tu-a;;geriDg of Baccbiu in Ariit Bui. 49 tt^n, Afln bouung dT k» 
ciiiloiu, the pot-vuliaDi hero clucnrci, (oi tttriliaaiiiv 71 imvt rif r*- 
X(/n«.v ii tJiir q TpmaiUia. To which the Bpfo Hercul«« ijaictij re- 
tpoada, af H ; Bacchut, i-q rvK 'AvoAXm, This bciag too much crcn f<« 
llcrculci. he eiclaimi. car' <>■>)'' i^^-fpiu^r. 1 need tcaiccljr obBur 
iliat Kilcnxi' ftccounl o( liii taluur and lliat o( hi* kccomplU^d pupil 
muii be taken " cum gruiu uIU." perbapt witb aone aliU Ur|ti aile*. 
ance fur Satyric DDiioiu of mylbolttgy. 
' Cr. Hnycb. Ql^6^in. 

' Cf. Virj. Ma. L 39, " ipnmH nUs mn rucbaat" 
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US upon tbis rock of JEtntk, where the one-e^ed sodb of the 
.ooean God, the Cyclops, dwell in desert caves, slajers of men.^ 
Beiog taken captives by one of these we are slaves in his 
house ; and tliej call him, whom we serve, Polyphemus. But 
instead of Bacchanalian revels we feed the flocks of the im- 
pious Cyclops. My children indeed, youths bom, are tending 
sheep on the distant downs ; but I remaining [at home] am 
appointed to fill the trouglis,* and sweep this house, as the 
servant to the unholy Cyclops at his impious feasts. And 
now the enjoined command roust needs be [done], that I sweep 
the dwelling with this iron rake, [and} that we may receive 
my absent master, the Cyclops, and his sheep, in clean caves. 
But already I perceive my sons draw nigh, tending upon^ 
their flocks. What is this ? Is this your noise now like that 
of the Sicinnides,^ when, accompanying me in Bacchic revelij 
to the house of Altluca, ye drew nigh, wantoning in strains 
of the lyre? 

CuoHCS. Whither indeed for me dost thou, bom of noble 
airesi and sprang from noble parents, whither indeed for me 
dost thou bound o'er the rocks?* Here is no gentle gnic, or 
grassy herbage ; but the eddying water of the rivers lies in the 
trougiis near tlie caves, where' arc the blcatings of thy young. 
IIo ! ho ! not here, not here shalt thou feed ? Wilt thou not 
rather to the dewy slope ? IIo ! I will soon cast a stone at 
thee, get thee gone, O get thee gone, thou horned one, to the 
stall '^ of the sheep-pasturing wild Cyclops. Relax for mc 
yoor swollen udders, receive to your breasts your offspring 
whom ye leave in the beds of the lambs.*' Tlie blcatings 

* I need lurdlj refer the reader to the »lonr of AcluemeDet in Virfr. 
i£a. iii. 616 ^qq., and the third Tojt|te of Sinbkd the Sailor («-e trili call 
hioi to) in the Arabian Niirhts, rol. iii. p. 25 aqq., Lane'a Translation. 

* ** Alrcofl, undo pccora bibehant. Ilignoa canalct Tocat Virgil, Goorg. 
iiLvi.330." MiKR. 

* Literally, " feed hither their flocka," i. e. ** feed thsm, coming in 
this diractioo." 

' Th« Zirimc ^as a dance |>robablj more lively than graceful, pccti- 
lisr to the Satjrra. Sec Bamea and MuairraTe. 

* As this addreaa it made to a goat or kid, we moat rappuse a little of 
Iht dithvrambic loAineaa introduced mnimi ^rutim, 

* ov for ev ia the nrcetaary correction of Caiauboa. 

* 9Tm^mpor, '* atabuli cuatodem." MiaoRATi. 

11 So Dindorf, but, with MuagraTt, I prrfef joining aprmw #refAc» 
like iSoMrjyuirc |iWxwr, Bacth. 677. 



S9~\0S. CTCIAPa. SS9 

of your littl young ones day-slumberiDg yc&in for jwl 
Will j-ou evei return'* within the JEtae^n rocks, haiinj 
quitted the grassy pastures ? These things aie not Bsectun, 
these are not dances and ihyTSua-beanng Bacchant*, not tho 
clang of cymbals by strettm- pouring fountaiua, not ibe fresh 
drippings of wine, or Kesa with the nymphs. To Vemu I 
fing a hymn, lacc'"'" '■'•■•>"■■ ' fv-nuj^^ wfaora ''^■"■■g I 
f\c\fr with the wL O friend, O tbou dear 

Bacchus, whither n^ wxTmg thjr uibam 

locks? But I, thy i to a oae-«jed Cyclops. 

wandering a slaTc |ost's4kin vest, rcfk of 

iliy friendship. 

Sir.. Keep silei bid your foUoiren col- 

lect the Hocka inti y roo&.'* 

Clio. Go. But laste, father? 

SiL. I see on tl t GrecisB ahip^ and tbe 

rulers of the oars wiw drawing nigh to this 

cive; and on their necKs nic;- mrij ^mpiy vessels, beicg in 
hck of food, nnd water pitchers, uiih.ippT slran^ere I ViTio 
can they be ? They know not our master Polypbemos, what 
manner of man he is, having approached this inhosfutable 
roof, and unhappily arrived near this Cyclops' maQ-devooriag 
jaw. But be quiet, that we may leom whence they are oook 
to the Sicilian rock of .£tna. 

Ultsses. (cmering.) Con ye, strangers, tell whence we 
may obtain a river draught, a remedy for thirst? Or is 
■ny one willing to sell food to mariners in need ? What is 
this ? We seem to have entered the city of Bacchus ; I beboM 
this Irtiop of Satyrs uesr the cave. I bid the oldest first ■^ all 
hail!" 

StL. Hail ! stranger; but say who thou art, aod what 
is thy country. 

Ulys. I am Ulysses of Ithaca, king of tbe land of the 
Cephallenians. 

SiL. I know the babbling feUow, the obarp son of Siarphas. 

Ui-rs. That rerj man am L Don't be abusiTft. 

" But i/i^ffaXiic on hutUjr bear lliii 
a/if'Oayitt^iitit, n-iih SeidJer. 

" Virj. JEtx. i. 1 70, " Kopulti 
Gc Tiuc Q. u. " prr ipetuicu uzcu 
■nae tea Colnmiia, p. 344, cd. HoaeL 
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SiL. From whence stiliDg comest tliou to this Sicilian 
kuid? 

Ults. From Troy, and the labours at Troy. 

SiL. How? Didat thou not know the passage to your own 
ftther-land? 

Ulti. a storm of winds drove me hither by violence. 

SiL. By the Gods! you're exhausting the same fortune as I. 
What, was you, too^ brought hither by force ? 
Pursuing the pirates who carried off Bacchus. 

Ults. And what country is this, and who inhabit it? 

SiL. The JEtnean hill, the highest spot in Sicily. 

Ults. And where are the walls and fortifications of the city? 

SiL. There are none ; the heights are destitute of men, 
O stranger. 

Ults. And who possess the land? Is it a race of wild 
beasts? 

Siu Tlie Cyclops dwelling! in caves, not in roofed houses. 

Ults. Obeying whom ? Or is the power with the people ? 

SiL. Wandering shepherds ; and no one obeys any body in 
any thing. 

Ults. But do they sow the wheat of Ceres ? or on what 
do they live? 

SiL. On milk, and cheeses, and the flcfth of slict'p. 

Ults. And have they the cup of Bacchus, the juice of 
the vine ? 

SiL. By no mean«. Therefore they inhabit a graceless earth. 

Ulvs. But are they guest-loving and pious in respect to 
strangers? 

SiL. They say tlmt strangers furnish the sweetest mest 

Ults. Wlmt sayest thou ? Do they itjoice in the fltsh of 
•hughtered men ? 

SiL. No one has come hither who has not been slaughtered. 

Ults. But where is the Cyclops himself? Is he within 
the house? 

SiL. He is gone towards JElna, hunting wild beasts with 
hounds. 

Ults. Knowest thou then what thou mayest do, tliat we 

y escape from the land ? 

SiL. I know not, Ulysses ; but I would do any thing for you. 

Ults. Sell us food, of which we are in need. 

SiL. Thm is no other, as I said, except flesh. 



CTCL0P8. 



291 






Ults. Bat eren this is m sweet pfeyeotiye of hnoger. 
Siu And tliere is eosnkted^^ eheeee, and cowi^ milk. 
Ults. Besr it out; lor the light [of day] is fitting dor 
deslings. 
SiL. But teU me^ how moch gold wilt thoa give instesd? 
Ults. I cerrj not gold, hut the cop of Bacchus. 
SiL. O thoo that tellest of the dearest things whidi we 
long since lack. 

Ults. And trulj Maro, the son of the God, gsTS me the 
drink. 

SiL. He whom I once nursed in these arms ? 

Ults. The son of Bscchas» that thou mayest learn more 
desrlj. 

SiL. Is it sboard the ship, or dost thou hring it ? 

Ults. This wineskin, which conceals it as 70a see^ old 
man. 

SiL. This would not fill even my mouth. 

Ulys. Ah ! hut [I have] even twice as much as flows from 
this skin. 

SiL. A lovely fountain thou tellest of, and pleasant to me. 

Ults. Wilt thou that I first give thee a taste of wine un- 
mixed? 

SiL. It is just; for taste will induce the purchase. 

Ults. And truly I hring a cup together with the skin. 

SiL. Come, pour forth, ^t I may recollect as I drinL 

Ults. See! 

SiL. O Gods ! how sweet an odour it has ! 

Ults. AVhat, didst thou see it ? 

SiL. No, by Jove, but I smell it. 

Ults. Tsste then, that thou mayest not praise it from re- 

port alone. 

SiL. OGods! Bacchus invites me to dance. Hah! hah! hah! 

Ults. Did it trickle through thy throat nicely for thee. 

SiL. Ay, eo that it came to the very tips of my nails. 

Ults. Besides this we will also give coin. 

SiL. Only open the wine-skin ; let the money alone. 

Ults. Bring out then some cheeses, or the ofiTspring of 
sheep. 

SiL. I will do this, caring little for my masters. For I 

"From Aihen«u« xir. p. 658, c, rvf>6c Mag tppears to be cheese 
curdled by the juict of figi. 
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woald readily drain a single cup^ giving the cattle of all the 
Cjclops in exchange, and cast myvdf off the White Rock >* in- 
to the sea, haring once got drunk, and bringing down mine 
ejelids. For he, who r^oioes not when drinking, is mad, 
where it is for this to stand erect, and a handling of breasts, 
and a garden is prepared for hands to touch, and dancing 
too, and forgetfulness of ill. Shall I then not adore such a 
eap as this, bidding the ignorant Cjrdops and the ejre mid- 
hold weep to his cost? 

Cna Listen, Ulysses ; let us hold some converse with thee. 

Ults. And truly as friends ye confer with a friend. 

Cna Did ye take Troy and Helen into your hands ? 

Ults. Ay, and we have sacked the whole house of the sons 
of Priam. 

SiL. Did ye not then, when ye took the young lady, em« 
brace her all in turn ; since indeed she is fond of being nuir« 
ried to many? The traitoress ! who, when she saw a person 
wearing embroidered drawers around his legs, and a golden 
collar around his neck, was all in a flutter, leaving her good 
little man Menelaus. Never should this same race of women 
have been bom-^save for me only. See, here is for you food 
of sheep, O king Ulysses, a banquet of bleating lambs, and 
no scarcity of cheeses of pressed milk. Bear them away ; go 
as quickly as possible from the cave, having given me in re- 
turn the juice of Bacchic dusters. 

Ults. Alas ! hither comes the Cyclops ; what shall we do f 
For we are undone, O old man ; whither must we fly ? 

SiL. Within this rock, where indeed ye may lie hid. 

Ults. This is terrible that thou sayest, to go within tli« 
toils. 

SiL. It is not terrible. There are many retreats in the 
rock. 

Ults. Not so indeed. For greatly indeed would even Troy 
moan, if we fly from one man ; for I have often with my 
shield withstood an innumerable crowd of Phrygians. But if 
we must die, we will die nobly; or living, wiU well preserve 
our former renown. 

Ctclops. Hold ! give way I what is this ? What is this idle 
riot ? Why are ye raving in Bacchic guise ? Here is not Bac* 
chtts, nor cymb^ of brass, nor beatings of drums. Hbwaremy 

^ TU vtU-kaowB " torcr's leap." 
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^onng lambluna in tlio care ? Are thej at the breut, a _ . 
ning under the udcs of tfaeir dams ; and is there pieaxy of 
cheese pressed out in the wicker vaia ? Whmt do joa tmy 7 
^That speak you ? Soon shall some one of 7XN1 shed tears with 
[a blow of] this stick. Look up, not down. 

Cno. S^I we are looking ap to Jove hirowJt^ and I be- 
hold the stars and " ' 

Crc, IsInJ■di^- 

Cuo. It is real iws be read;.'* 

Cyc. Are thai k? 

Clio. A7, so I ) a whole tubfa], if jm 

wisli, 

Cvc. Of sheep' both mixed ? 

Clio. Of whate ily don't swallow me. 

Cvc. Bjnomea. Uemiddleof my paondt, 

ye would destroy r figoies.*^ Ab ! what 

crowd ia this that I se Some piratea or tfaierea 

have landed in the country. 1 ai ail events see these lambs 
from my caves bound as to their bodies with bent oaJers, and 
the cheese-Tits scattered about, and this old man witb hia 
bald head swollen with blows. 

SiL. Alas ! I ^v^etched am being beaten into a fever. 

Ctc. By whom? Who has been pummelling thy h^^ 
old man? 

SiL. These men, Cyclops ; because I would not allow 
them to plunder your property. 

Crc. Knew they not that I was a God, and sprung from 
Gods? 

SiL. I told them so ; but they carried off your goods, and 
cat the cheese, when I did not allow it, and dragged away the 
lamb*. And they said that, aAer they had'bound yoa with a 
collar three cubits long, they would by forea drill out ytnr 
entrails through your central eye,'* and tan'* your back well 

" A lolenbla pumllel to (li« heutlcM conduct of tim wuier. who ia 
>lu«*er lo the queitioa oT ths ted; gmilleouui, whcllMi' his tUak wm 
rcxdy t wuitonlv replied, " No, but jour diopi ua." Sm Albert S«Uk'« 
" Bon I of Punch." 



" But jy^aUv, ScALio. DiMn. 
" imXii^ur ud ^vkira an Um exccUenl ^Baadatioas of Rohak. 
Ep. CriL 3, p. 308, for liroAUfur aad nX^M. Uwth and Woadhall 
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for jou with a scourge ; and then, having bound you, they 
would cast JOU into the deck of their ship, and sdl jou to 
somebody, to heave up stones, or put you to the mill. 

Cra Indeed ! WiU you not with all haste go and sharpen 
the knives, and collecting a mighty pile of faggots, set it on 
fire? that being slaughtered forthwith, they may fill my 
belly as I eat flesh warm from off the coab for the carver,*® 
and some boiled and sodden in a cauldron ; for I am sick of 
the mountain-haunting deer ; I have banqueted enough on 
UoDS and stags, and it is a long time since I tasted any 
human flesh. 

SiL. And truly new things a(\cr custlomary are more pleas- 
ant, O master. For certainly other strangers have not lately 
oome to these caves. 

Ults. O Cyclops, hear too the strangers in their turn. 
We, desiring to meet with the purchase of food, cnme nigh 
thy caves from our ship. But this man sold and gave us 
lambs in return for a vessel of wine, having received it to 
drink, willing to us willing ; and none of these things wa^ 
done by violence. But this man says nothing true in what 
he says, since he was caught selling your goods without your 
knowledge. 

SiL. I ? A murrain on thee ! 

Ults. K I speak falsely — 

SiL. By Neptune, who begat thoe, O Cyclops, by the great 
Triton and Nereus, by Calypso and tlic daughters of Nercu«, 
by the sacred waves and all tlie race of fishes,'* I swear, O 
dearest one, O little Cyclops, O dear little master, that I never 

defend wvKHn^t thinking that the breaking of doort (rf. Hor. Od. i. 2.*), 
1 eqq. Tbeocrit. ii. Vil) at the houict of popular ladica is facetiously 
alluded to by Silcnus. 

** If this reading is correct, the construction must be, irX^. vi}^. r. ifit)r 
Si^mc (rentrem mcum comedentis) ialra Btpftrjv dw' dyOpatoc {^t^oi^ 
r^ tpiavo/^Y* making rtf tptayofOft the Hatirus commodt, (cf. ts. 3^45, ry 
OTy,) and supplying some such {Mirticiple as wapavKtvavfAtviiy with dr 
dJ9pmwoc» This is more clear than Maithic's explanation ; but I believe 
Dinidorf is right in considering it as a corrupt passage, and reading, partly 
with Xliisgrare, partly with Dobree, iXoktoc ioHr drtp rp<aro/iov. The 
term Kp9ap6M9V ought certainly to be applied to the serrant, (Pollux vii* 
6,) BOi to the person eating. The office answers to that of the ** diribi^ 
ves." (ApoL ilet. ii. p. 123, ed. Elm.) 

" This tteoM alaoet like the origin of the phrase, " Goda aad littW 
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sold tiiy goods to the strangers. Or e^-illy nuy perish these 
evil children niiue, whom I most love. 

Cao. Keep thyself quiet ! I myself saw thee seUJog the 
goods to the strangers. And if I speak foisdy, may my Cuher 
perisli, bnt do not wrong ihese slmngeja. 

Cvc. Ye lie. I believe this mnn more thiui Rliadamuithw, 
and say that ho ia more jusL But I wish to wk some que»- 
tioiis. From whence have you Boiled, sinuigera ? Of whu 
country are ye? What city has trmned you up? 

Ulvs. We oro of Ithaca by race ; and departing from Troy, 
having socked llie city, we have been coat out, O Cyclops, by 
ihc vviLves of the sea, and are come to thy Innd. 

Cvc. What, are ye they who went to the city of Troy, 
neighbouring on the Scamnnder, in a punnit after the npc 
of worthless Helen? 

Ults. The same, kariog tailed through the terrible troablb 

Cyc. a base expedition, forsooth ; ye who for one traman'* 
sake sailed anay to the land of tlie Piirygians. 

Ulvs. It was the will of the deity;" charge none of mor- 
tals with it. But we implore thee, coble »oa of the nuuiae 
God — and we speak like free-iucn — do not thou endure to stay 
friends who have come to thy caves, and place ao impiooa 
food in tliy jaws ; we who have enshrined*' tliy sire, O king, 
to have tiie station of his tentple in the recesses of the Grecian 
land. And ihc haven of Ta^narus, an unviolated temple, awaits 
him ; and the extreme recesses of Itlalca, ond the rock of Su- 
nium, with its silver under it, preserved for Jove-bom Minerva, 
and the retreats of Gericstus ; but we pardoned not to the Phry- 
gians the foul reproach of Greece. In which matters thou 
also sharest, for thou dwellest in Grecian" recesses beneath 
vEtna, the lire-streaming rock. But turn thou away to the 
consideration of human lawn, [so as] to receive shipwrecked 
suppliant mariners, and to bestow gifls, and furnish nume9Dl,atid 
not that they, fixed upon buU-piercing spits, may fiU thy belly 
nod jowls. For enough has the land of Priam emptied Greece^ 

" Ofou ri rpayfia from the following mViu, tnuit tx nearlj HjiiiiiliM 
10 a'lTia SiDi", in .tsch, Sept. e, Th. 3. 

" 1 rend iipvta/iiuBa, wiib Sicph. Dobf- Diad. On iha places btn 
Disnlioned tee Buhm and Muigr»'e. 

" Alluding by a prolepiia to dieiubt^atnlcolnniralinn of the Gwdta 
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drinking the blood of man/ detd, sUdn hj the spear, and has 
dotrojred widowed wires, and cfaildiess grandams^ and hoaij 
siies. Bat if thou, haring burnt these relics, derour a bitter 
banquet, whither shall an/ one turn? But be persuaded b/ 
nM^ O C/dops ; relax the glutton/ of th/ jaw, and prefer 
pi^ lo impie^ ; for to man/ has base gain brought punish- 
asent in exchange. 

SiL. I wish to giro this advice. Leare not a morsel of this 
feDow*s flesh ; but if thou eatest his tongue, thou wilt become 
a most elcTer talker, O C/dops. 

Cra Wealth, m/ little man, is the deit/ of the wise ; the 
rest is a mere brag and fine words. And I bid farewell to 
the sea-shore promontories, on which m/ father is enshrined. 
liTh/ hast thou set these forward in th/ speech? Nordoldread 
the thunderbolt of Jove, O stranger ; nor do I know that Jove 
is a more potent deit/ than m/sdf, nor will I care [for him] 
in future ; and wh/ I care not, hear. When he pours down 
lain finom above^ I have a secure shelter in this rock, feasting 
on either a roasted calf, or some savage beast, and well moist- 
ening m/ supine bell/, drinking up a pitcher of milk, I smite 
the plain,* making a noise in contest with the thunders of 
Jove. But when Thracian Boreas pours forth snow, clothing 
m/ bod/ in skins of wikl beasts, and kindling a fire, I care 
not for the snow. And the earth of nccessit/, whether she 
will or not, bringing forth grass, fattens m/ flocks, which I 
sacriflce to no one ^t m/selC and not to the Gods, and to 
this m/ bell/, the greatest of Gods ; for to drink and eat each 
da/, and to give onesdf no trouble, this is [the God] Jove for 
wise men. But the/ who enacted laws, checkering the life of 
men, I bid to weep ; but I will not cease from indulging m/ 
qiirit, and eating up thee. And thou shalt receive this hos- 
pitable gift, tliat I ma/ be free from blame ; the flre, and this 
mine anoestral cauldron, which bubbling shall pleasantl/ re- 
ceive th/ tough** flesh. But go /e within, that, standing round 
tlM altar [prepared] for the deit/ witbin the cave^ /e ma/ 

Ultb. Alas I From the labours of Tro/, indeed, and of the 
•en I have escaped, but now I have met with the disposition and 
anbospitabla heart of an impious man. O Pkllas, O mistress, 

• I Md vl<«r. with Mttifr. Dind. 

to be ths nweaiae of iMf^ffTtv, 
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daughter of Jove, now, now give me your aid ; for I hare 
come to greater toils and depths of donger ttun at Traj. 
And thou, who dwellest in the habitation of the shining aaa, 
O Jove, the guardian of strangers, behold these things i for 
if thou regardcst them not, thou, O Jare, being ooogh^ art 
Tainl; esteemed a God. 

Cho. Open the lipa of thy wide jaw, O Cyclops, since there ' 
is ready for thee [meat] boiled, and roast, and from the coalSa 
to devour, to grind, (o mince the limbs of the strangera, cut up 
on dishes of shaggy hide. Do not, do not, I pray you, betray 
[me] alone ; for [nie] alone bring" a ship's hull. Adiea to this 
dwelling;, and to the sacrifice which the godless " Cyclopiof 
^tn a possesses, rejoicing in the food of strangers' desh. Cmel 
the daring wretch, who sacrifices the suppliant hearth*guesta 
of his home, cutting, mincing, and feasting with accimed 
teeth on the flesh of men warm from the coals.** 

Ulys. O Jove, what shall I say? seeing dreadiiil thiogt 
within the cave, and not to be believed, like the tales, not the 
deeds of mortals. 

Cno. What is it, Ulysses ? has the most impious Cyclops 
been banqueting on thy dear companions? 

Ulyb. Ay, having looked at two of them, and weighed 
them in his hands,'" which had the best-fed thickness of flesh. 

Cno. How, wretched one, did ye suffer these things ? 

Ults. Afler we entered into this rocky cave, he first kin- 
died a fire, casting faggots of the tofcy oak upon the wide 
hearth, sulliciont weight for three waggons to carry. He 
then spread his bed of beech leaves on the ground near the 
flame of the Are; and lilled a cup holding about ten gallon^ 
pouring in the white milk, after having milked the heiferK, 
And hf. set a cup formed of the ivy-tree, of the width of three 

" 1 ambutillialisRcdropcctingthispusagc. UttthiM Rgardi the pre- 
ceding words as spoken reproach fuLly. and ts. 361, urcfcmngto tjlynai, 
not 10 (he Cyclops. The saying, fioVDC — atd^oc, a by tome regarded •■ 
A proTcrbial phraw] .~ " Uka caio <it yoanalt liloDa. 1 matt i iiiifiM 
my iit-ibility to mtisly tho reader in tbi* insUuico. 

" dvoft-iiiios, Jeior. (ai Qutiat aKo^iuoi, al fii) iv rtit PttiuHc 
J[eiych.,cyidcnily referring to Ibis pnswgfl, aince ilie,adje«iva may b« r«- 
len-ed either to KukXo^ or Svaia. MtTtHtit. 

" L'lierlj comipt, u ii evident from the tune repeiitions in ti, 3n 
•q. and ihe confiuion of teate in IfSd—vw" dvVpdMnv, which eucht to 
be diiUoguiahed. a* ia ti. 144 sqq., 3^8. 

* Thii must be Iha meaniAf of pacrdcae. 
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eulnts, but the depth appeared to be of four. Then he made 
the braaen cauldron bubble with fire, and [he got readj] spits 
with the points burnt with fire, and the other parts polished 
with the billy [formed] of boughs of the christ-thom,'* and 
.£tDean Tessels to receive the blood shed bj the jaw of the 
aze. But when all things were readj for the Grod-de- 
tested cook of Hades, having seized on two men of my com- 
panions, he slaughtered them in a certain order,'' one against 
the brasen-wrought hollow of the cauldrons, but seizing the 
other by the farthest tendon of his foot, striking indeed against 
the sharp nail-like point of a rocky stone, lie caused to fiow 
the brain ; and having seized upon the flesh with a savage 
knife, he roasted it in the fire ; and put some of the limbs 
into the cauldron to boil. But I wretched, pouring forth 
tears from mine eyes, approached, and ministered to the Cy- 
clops. But the rest, like birds, kept crouched down in the 
recesses of the rock, and no blood was in their skin. But 
when, sated with the food of my companions, he fell down, 
lending forth heavy breathings from his jaws, some divine 
counsel inspired me. Having filled Maro's cup with pure 
wine, I bring it to him to drink,'' speaking thus, " O Cyclops, 
ton of the ocean God, look at this, how divine a draught 
Greece obtains from the vine, the juice of Bacchus.** But he, 
bdng filled with his shameless repast, received it, and emptied 
it, drawing it in without fetching; his breath.'^ And liAing 
up his hand, he commended [me] : " O dearest of strangers, a 
glorious cup for a glorious banquet dost thou give me." But 
when I perceived that he was delighted, I gave him another 
cop, knowing that the wine would do for him, and that he 
would soon pay the penalty. And then he betook himself to 
tinging. But I, pouring out one cup after another, warmed 

" I read iptwav^ rmWa, raXioi'pev (cf. inlerpp. on Virp. Ed. ▼. 39> 
sXfllwv, with Seal. Dind. On ts. 3S^&, cf. Curt iJ. 3« '* lignum igne dn- 
fBTennt.'' 80 Virg. iEn. rii. 524 ; li. 694 ; OTid, Met. xii. 299. 

*■ ^vBfL^ riM well eipresMt the cool de lihcntion with which tht Cy- 
ckpt |»repiirrd his delicate banquet. With the dc«cripti<m that foUow* 
Ihs reader will do well to compare the parallel pauages in Homer, Od. 
k 2S8 aqq. ; Virg. Mn. Ui. 623 aqq. ; Otid, Meu xvi. 203 aq^. 

*■ mtrrm rev^i. L. Dindori^ relerring ^cicruwc W the wuM-akia he 



** L t. at a single draugjit See on Hor. Od. 1 36. 14. Pollus. vi. \ 
mpi99Tl wiMcr, li/iwriCtiy. yai^^ wiwHv^ and 16, e^ phmw r^9 m9fimv 



his heart with drink. And he sang til out o{ tone cIom to 
my weeping fellow -eailoro, and the cave echoed. But I, Meal- 
ing out in silence, wish to preserve thee and me, if thoo an 
willing. Say then, whether yo wish or do not wish to eicipe 
from this unaocial roan, and to dwell in the home of Bacchui 
along with the Naiod Nymphs? For thy father Tritbin ap- 
proves of this; but'^ he is weak, and carirg for ooaght, 
through drink, be wavers, having his wing caught by the cop, 
as if by birdlime. But do you (for you are a sturdy^ youth) 
be saved along with me, and recover your old friend Baiochos, 
not like to tlie Cyclops. 

Ciio. dearest one, could wc but see this day, eao^g 
from the accursed person of tlie Cyclops; Eince for % long 
time we are widowed as to our beloved wine,** not being abW 
to escape from this roan. 

Ulvs. Hear then the revenge I plan against this wicked 
benst, and the escape from thy slavery. 

Clio. Speak, for I sliould not hear more pleasantly the 
twang of tlie Asiatic lyre than that the Cyclops was undone. 

Ulvs. Delighted with this draught of Bacchus, he wishes 
to i^o to a revel with his brothers. 

Clio. I understand. You think to slay or cast him down 
from a precipice, having seized on him alone with ropes. 

Ults. Notliing of this kind ; my device is a crafty one, 

Clio. How indeed ? Wc have long sioco heard that thou 
art clever. 

Ulys- I will keep" him from this revel, saying, that it is 
not well to give this ^v)nc to tbe Cyclops, but to keep it to 
himself, and to pass bis life pleasantly. But when, oTerpowered 
by Bacchus, he sleeps, there is a certain bough of olive in the 
h'iiisi>, whicli having sharpened at the tip with this sword, X 
will put into the lire. And when I see it red hot, taking it 
up, and driving it hot into the central orb of the Cyclops, I 
will bum out his eye witb the fire. And as a man, in fitting 
together a ship, drives round and round by the handle the 
auger with its doubled thongs,*^ so will I whirl round the 

*> The force of dXV iit9it->,e ynp would be, "but [h« is of ao UM M 
Msiil u«]. for he ij wcat," &c. 

" A doublo enlcndre. See AIus^. " araXXJEw, Cabacs- DiKih 
_ " Cf. Horn. Od. X. 3S4, wee' en ri^ rpvTf iifni vqigv a'vqp Tondry, 
01 ^i r' iMpCff iroavtiaiHiiy l/iavti 'A^afUt^t tcartptft, ri M rpt^M 
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bnnd in the ligbtpbearing eje of the CjekupB, and drj up his 
papiL 

Cna Hoi ho I I r^oice, I am mad with thy contrivancet. 

Ults. And then haring embarked thee^ and thj frienda» 
and the old man* in the hoUow hull of the daric slup^ I will 
with a doable tier of oars convej jon from this land. 

Caa Can I then, as if after a libation toa God,^ take hold 
alsoof the brand that blinds his eje 7 For I wish to take part 
in this slaughter. 

Ults. Yon must do so ; for the brand of which we hare to 
take hold together, is great 

C&a I would raise it, were it an hundred waggon loads in 
weight, if I could tear out, like a swarm of wasp% the eye of 
the Cjdops about to perish. 

Ults. Be silent then, for thou knowest well my strata^c^m ; 
and when I bid, obey the prime moTcr of the scheme. For I 
will not alone be ssTed, having left mr dear friends who are 
within. And yet I might fly, since I have passed out of the 
cave's recess ; but it is not just to be saved alone, deserting 
my friends with whom I came hither. 

Sem. Come! A\'lio first? And who app<Mnted after the 
first, having liud fast hold of the handle of the brand, and 
driven it within the eyelids of the Cyclops shall tear out his 
brilliant eye? 

Sesi. Peace ! peace ! and now drunk, singing an unpleasant 
tune, the unskilled songster is about to weep, coming out at 
the rocky dwelling. Come,^' let us with revels teach the un- 
taught ^vagel. By all means shall he soon be blind. 

CniK Blest is he who revels like a Bacchanal, extended 
out for a revel through the pleasant streams of the grape» 
fondling in his arms a beloved youth, and on a couch, per* 
ibmed with ointment, handling the anointed auburn tressea 
of a delicate mistressi while he cries out, ** Who will open the 
door for me?"^ 

** Silenns. 

^ A reiemee to the hnuid dirojid ia the lusUml water. Matthia 

^ I ihoald prefer makiiif a difleient dinsioQ of these liaes, iwiininf 
VM. «n, 493, to one half of tbe ehenn, sad 494 to tbe other. 

' The pfotiehle oomaeaoenMat of a eereaede. A neciflMB will be 
tead ia TibalL i. i. ** Jtaiia dafldlMi deoUal. te vHheral iaiber. To Jcfm 
iaiperie Adauaa Mieee petaat Jeaaa jms peteai aai ^iki fkUfttefeUe> 
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Ctc. What aliall we do, Silenus? Do you think we 
jbould remain ? 

Ui-ra. I think bo j for what need is there of fellow-waB- 
nilen, O Cyclops. 

Ctc. And tnil/ the ground of the flowery graaa is covered 
with down. 

So. Ay, uid 'tis delightful to drink In the warmth of the 
ran. Sit down then by me, resting tliy side on the ground. 

Ctc. See ! why indeed dost tliou set the cup behind me? 

SiL. That no one should come and Iny hold of it. 

Crc. Ko, it is that you want to drink by stealth. Set it 
in the midsL But do thou, stnuigcr, say by what name I 
must call thee. 

Utra. No-mon. But obtaining what favour, shall I com- 
mend thee? 

Crc. 1 will banquet on thee the last of all thy companions. 

Ulys. a pretty honour, indeed, thou grantest to a stranger, 
O Cyclops. 

Cic. llo you ! what doest thou ? art thou drinking the 
wine by stealth ? 

Su- Not so, but this [wine] kissed mc, because I look fair. 

Cvc. Thou shalt pay for it, kissing the wine that kisses 
not thee. 

Siu Yes, by Jove, since it says that it loves me, being fair. 

Crc. Four forth, and give mo only a full cup. 

Su- Uow is it mixed. Come, let me sec. 

Crc Perdition seize you ! give it here. 

SiL. Kot, by Jove, before 1 see you put on a crown, and I 
taste it further. 

Cvc. My cup-bearer is a cheat. 

5ii~ Ay, by Jove, the wine is s'wect. But thou ouglitest 
to wipe thy mouth, that thou mayest receive it to drink. 

Crc. See ! my lips and beard are clean. 

SiL. Flace then your elbow gracefully, and then drink ai 
thou aeest me drinking, or not.^' 

Crc. Ah I ah ! what wilt thou do? 

SiL. I took a delightful draught without drawing breath. 
Crc Do thou, O stronger, taking it, yourself become my 
cup-bearer. 

** L c. iuitile mt, both mbca I im drinking, ud wbon 
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Ulyb, l a juice of] the vino is [well-known to mj bind, 

Cvc. Cou. , pour it out then. 

Ulys. I pi ur it out; only be ailenL 

Cyc. Tbou speakest of a difficult matter to bim who drinki 

Ulvs, See ! taking it, drink it up, and leave DOthiog. For 
it behoves a person to take a drau?bt and to die with hia cnp. 

Cyc. Gof' ree of the vine, 

Ults. And much, in addition to an 

abundant repa ur not -thirsting atoma^ 

thou wilt fail 1 ivest aught, Bacchus will 

make thee dry. 

Crc. Ho I b' y I have awum out — thi« 

is unmixed del :n appears to me to be 

borne along mi; ind I perceive the throne 

of Jove and all _ i Gods. I will not kisa 

you — the Graces l Having tbia Ganymede, 

enough for me, I siku. ally, by the Gracea. For 

someiiow I am more pleased witti t>oys than women. 

SiL. For am I the Ganymede of Jove, Cyclops ? 

Cyc. Ay, by Jove, whom I carry off from Dardanus. 

SiL. I am unilonc, children ; I shall suffer wretched ills. 

Clio. Dost blnroe tliy lover, nnd wanton over him fiUlen. 

SiL. Alas ! I soon shall see wine most bitter. 

Ulys. Come then, ye sons of Bacchus, nohle children; the 
man indeed is witliin. But relaxed in sleep soon will ha 
vomit fortli lumps of ficsli from his shameless maw. And the 
brand sends forth emoke witbin the hall, and nothing remuna 
to be got ready, but to bum out the Cyclops' eye. Take care 
then to act like a man. 

Cuo. We will have a mind of rock and adamanL Bot go 
iniu the bouse, before thy father suffer aught unbeseeming, 
since things here ore ready for thee. 

Ulys. O Vulcan, king of .^tna, release thyself at once 
from thine evil neighbour, having burnt out his shining eye. 
And thou too, sleep, the nursling of bbck night, fall with thy 
full strength upon this God-detested brute, and do not, af^ 
the most glorious labours of Troy, destroy Ulysses himself, 
and his sailors, at the hands of a man who cares nooght for 
Gods or mortals. Or it iA necessary that one esteem fortana 
a deity, and the power of the Grods inferior to fortunes 
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Caow Firmly win a crab-like grapple aetie the neck of the 
fcABter on strangers ; for by fire he will soon lose his light- 
bearing ejes. Alradj the flre-hardened brand, the mighty 
branch of a tree^^ is hidden in the cinders. But go forth, 
Maro^ let it maddened work revenge. Let it take oot the 
Cydops* eye, that to his cost he may drink. And I desire to 
Me bdoved, ivy-loring Bacchus, quitting the solitude of the 
Cydops. Shell I then come to so great a thing? 

Ults. By the Gods ! be silent, ye savages,^ keeping close 
jonr months. I cannot allow one of you eren to bresthe, nor 
wink, nor cough ; lest this evil thing should wake— ^until that 
tlM sight of tiM Cyclops* eye be tsken away by fire. 

Caa Let us keep silence, snuffing the air in with your jaws. 

Ults. Come then, and seize the brand in your hands, going 
within. For it is heated nicely red hot*^ 

Cea You must then appoint those, whom it first behoves 
to take the burnt lever, and bum out the eye of the Cyclops, 
that we may share in one fortune. 

Sex. We indeed before the portals are too far off to stand 
and drive the fire into his eye. 

Sex. And we have just become lame. 

Sex. Ye have suffered just the same thing with me ; for 
as we stood, our feet were convulsed, I know not how. 

Sex. Ye were convulsed as ye stood ? 

Sex. Ay, and our eyes from some where or other are filled 
with dust or ashes. 

Ults. These allies are worthless cowards, and nought 

Cbol Because, forsooth, we have compassion for our back 
and spine, and because, bein;; beaten, I do not wish to lose my 
teeth, this is cowardice ? But I know a most excellent in- 
cantation of Orpheus, so that the brand of its own accord en- 
tering his skull, may bum the one-eyed son of earth. 

Ults. I have long since known that thou wcrt such by 
nature ; and now I know it still better ; I needs must then 
make use of mine own friends. But if thou hast no strength 
of hand, at least cheer [us] on, since we shall obtain courage 
by the cheers of you our friends. 

Cbo. I will do this. We will run a Carian^ risk. And 

« tpH, vir C»X#r mI iMpw. HssTca. 

* As las Guiias wers ths strlicst oMiccasiy soldi«r% «ht ckonis it* 
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u far na ncouragement goes, let the Cyclops burn. Ho I 

[y push on, hasten, burn out the eyelid of iIm 
, eecb on strangers. Bum, O bum, O the shep- 
herd (if JEtnib Drive, push, lest in his pain be do jou aaoas 
Tain deed. 

Cyc. Alas ! I am burnt to ulies as to mj bright eye. {fnm 
within lie eavt.) 

Cno. Sweet i " "* " h to m^ O Cyclopa. 

Ctc. Alas I a red, how am I undone I 

But ye shall n"' « from out of this lock. 

ri men of nou e gates of this opening 

will thus fix ■ <lhe entranee,) 

Cno. Whew , O Cyclops ? 

Cvc. I am u 

Cno. Ay, th- .lighu 

Ctc. Ay, ai 

Cuo. DrunL e midst of the cinders? 

Cvc, No-maii 

Cno. Wliy, then, no nmu una iiu...ied thee. 

Crc. Xo-man has blinded mine eye. 

Cuo. Then thou art not blind. 

Crc. As would that you were." 

Cbo. And how could No-man make thee blind ? 

C;c. Thou mockest me. But where is No-man? 

Cuo. No where, Cyclops. 

Cyc. The stranger, that thou mayest rightly know, has 
destroyed me, the wicked rascal, who having given me the 
cup, overthrew me. 

Cuo. For wine b terrible, and heavy to strive agaiosL 

Ctc. By the Gods, have they escaped, or do they renuun 
within the house? 

Cuo. Tiiey stand in silence, having the rock u a shade. 

Crc At which hand? 

Cho. At thy right 

Cic. Where? 

Cua Close by the rock. Hast thou got them ? 

dciioiuly uj, (Lit ihey run i Cuian rifJi, in alluwing othien to fi|^ te 
ihcm. 8ee MuigrsTc. 

■ Thii pun upon «vric ii Komeric. 

" So Biraw. Dindorf Uiinkj ilie whole liu (purioui. 
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Ctc EtQ indeed apoQ eril ! I hafe struck in j aknll and 
broken iL 

Cna Aj, and Uiej hare escaped thee. 

Ctc Not bj this road ; where jou said thej were. 

Caa I sa J not by this road. 

Cra Where tlicn? 

Cua ThcjT sorroand thee on jour kft hand. 

Crc. Aks ! I am kughed at ; jt mock me in m j disaster. 

Cua But no k>nger; for this man stands before thee. 

Ctc O thou most base one, where ever art thou ? 

Ults. Far finom thee I am keeping this bodj of UItsscs 
under guard. 

Ctc How sajrest thou? changing thj name, dost thou 
mention a new one ? 

Ults. Aj, UlysaeSi the one my father named mc. But 
thou wast destined to paj a penaltj for thj impious banquets ; 
for in vain indeed I had burned Troj, had I not avengied on 
thee the sUughter of mj comrades. 

Ctc Alas ! the old oracle is fulfilled. For it was said that 
I should obtain a blinded sight from thee on tliy sailing from 
Troy. But it also foretold that thou shouldst undergo punish- 
ment for this, being tossed at sea for a long space of time. 

Ults. I bid thee weep ! and I have done as I say. But 
I will go to tlie shore, and will launch the bark of my sliip 
upon the Sicilian Sea, and towards my country. 

Ctc Not so; since breaking off mi piece] of this rock, I 
will hurl it, and shatter tliee, crew and aU. And I will mount 
high up on the cliff, although being Uind, moving on with my 
foot through this crannied rock. 

Chc But we indeed, being the feUow*voyagers of Ulysseii 
will hereafter serve Bacchus. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



Thb action of Uiia piece Uket pUce by nifhl in the Trojan canp. 
Rhcfiia, kinf of Thiace, cocnei to the awiitance of Hector, and ia confi- 
dent of obtaininf an immediate victorj orer the Grcoka, who aro aop- 
poacd to be on the point of leaving Troy. Bnt Dolon, who had gone 
fiifth at a vfj, being intercepted, UIjiMa and Diomede diacorer the 
TVqiaa paaa-woid, and, by the advice of If inerra, alaj him. The If use, 
Ua mocher, appcani and her Umentationa cooclnde the play. 



RHESUS.' 



CHomn. 



Go lo the tent of H«ctar, some sleepless ii*-Brtitiifn of the king, 
[to inquire] whether he hu recdved a report of new tnt^ 
licence from the knned soldier*, who ail ia wuch omr the 
wi^ole army for the fourth part of the night. Uplift j-our 
head, resilDi* on your elbow, relax the gorgon- looking Mat of 
thine eyelashes, quit tliy leaf-strewn couch, Hector, for it ia 
the lioie to hear. 

Hector. "Who it this ? is it the voice of a frieni] ? What 
man? What is the watchword? Pronounce. What men bj 
night approach my bed ? You must speak out. 

Cbo. The guards of the camp. 

HeC Wliy art thou borne along in confusion ? 

Cho. Be of good cheer. 

Hec. I am so. Is there some nightly ambuscade? 

Cho. Not yet. 

Hec. Why then dost thou, having quitted thy post, already 

■ Since lb c diii of Sulifer (Prolc^. in UwiiL i>- 6} ud PeiiUM 
(Mitrel, iii. 22) ibc FenuiiieDGU of ihis play hu t>«n impugned b; la- 
noiu luthon. opeciaity br Karduin.Vftlckeaan, (Diaii-ii- ud x.)Beck, 
<Di>ir. m Rbei.) knd Maiihix. Dindorf is rather iocluud to consider 
it w « jureailc Tork of eur poel'i, on tbc tuihurity of a Scholian in lbs 
Cod. VaL on vL Hb. and would auign it to Olymp. 61, making il about 
ftflcea ]-«sn older than tb» AlctfUa. He a ilto diapoud to regud il a* 
a ulync drama, or ralher as ■ iprcics of mixed domestic dtama, akui 
loUieAlceiuiandHcraclirta! (.\nnoL p. ieosqij.) Scilejel (Led. 10) 
Ipatcs (be ifurtUon undecided, ob^errin; : " If lb< piece is u be taken 
fr&m Euripides, I tbould bo diipowrd lo alUibute il lo some eclectic imi- 
taloi. but ooe ot tiu tchool of Sopbodes ruber than (hat of Enripida^ 
and wha lircd only a tittle later Ibaa botb." 
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tdrdie anaj, oakM kaTin^ tome ni^bUj tidiiigs?* Knowest 
tboa DOl Uuit wc^ armed cap-«-pie^ are keeping our nightlj 
rest ckae to the AigiTe qiear? 

CBa Arm tbj band, go to tlie tenta* of jour alliesi O 
Hector. Eoeourage tliem to wieki the spear» wake them. 
Send (riends to go to thj battalioo; fit the horses to the 
harness. Who wSl go to the son of Fanthos^^ or to the soo 
of Europa,* the leader of the Ljcian warriors? Wliere are 
the presdenta of the sacrifices? and where the monaxchs of 
the Hght-armed troops ?^ And je bow-bearers of the Phrj« 
gians> join your horn-bound bows to the strings. 

H£C. Some things thoa tellest terrible to hear; but in 
others thoa girest good cheer, and nothing unmixed. But art 
thoa terrified by the trembling scourge of Satumian PanJ and 
haring left thj station, puttest the arroj in motion ? Wliat 
aajest thoa ? What news shall I saj thou bearest ? In baring 
smd manj things, thou hast shown nothing clearly. 

Cna The Argolic armj has kept its b«acon-fires lighted. 
Hector, through the whole night, and the stations of the shipa 
are brilliant* with torches, and all the armj in tumult nish by 
night to the tent of Agamemnon, seeking some new orders. 
For nerer before was the ship-wafted armament so terrified. 
And suspecting the future, I have come as a messenger to 
thee, that thou majrest never speak any bbme against roe. 

Hec. Thou bast come in time, although announcing a fear ; for 
the men are about to betake themselves to flight from this land, 
by a nightly sailing, lying hid from mine eye ; and the beacon- 
lights by night are pleasing to me. O thou deity, who hast 
deprived me, a successful lion, of my banquet, before that I bad 

> Cf. .£ich. Sq>t. c. Th. 28, Aiyii tlLtri€r^p vpo^/SoX^r 'Ax»tU Nvc. 

* LiterallT, ** their couches," as in ▼§. I. 

* Euphorbus. * Ssrpcdon. 

* Pollux, i. 10, 5, yvfLtnirtCn «*vfM, ikmfpoi — ^m. P^i^om^riii. 



' All sudden terrors were attributed to the inHuenct of Pan. On his 
parentafe it is obserred by the Schol. Theocrit. i. 123, Hp Uivm ei /<iK 
IIvMX^v'fC'A* 'O^wafMC, If *Ef/«ov, dXXM ii Jktii ffnj K«XXi#revc. iirtpM 
ik 'AiOipec oat OiVft^ec. 4 Nfpft/eCt ^kim ti Ovpave^ coi n^» But the 
Scholiast on this passage in Cod. Vat. 909. quotes iEschjlus as an author* 
tly for distinguishing k^ween Pan the son of Jore, and Pan the boo oC 
Satam. So also Joannes Lydus de MensibM. i, 7i, quoted by DtadorC 

* iunric, iimfmm^Q. £tym. Magn. See Masfrata. 
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utterly destroypd the whole host of the Ar<pves with thia >pnr. 
for if the shmiDg bcAms of the sua bad not cootrsded, I 
would not have restrjiincd taj prospering spear, liQ I had 
burned tlieir Ehips, and m&de my wtij tlirougb (be tents, litj- 
iug the Arrives with this much-slftugfalering band. Aad I 
indeed was willing to hurl the Bpeor by night, &nd use tbe 
prospering course of fortune i but the wi^ propbetj^ skilled in 
things divine, persuaded me to await ibe light of day, and 
then not to leare a single Gre«Ii upon the Und. But they 
wait not for the plans of my soothsayera ; in darkness a nw- 
away has mighly strength. But it bebovea yon with all b**te 
to bear orders to the anny to take tbeir amis io hand, and 
ceBS« from sleep ; that some of the f enemy] leaping erea npta 
the siiips, nay, wounded in ibe back, Wain the Udden with 
blood, and some, being caught and bound in fetten, may Ion 
to till the land of the Phrygiuns. 

Clio. Hector, thou art h.tstening, before thon leamesi what 
is done ; for we do not clearly know whether the meo an 
taking flight. 

Hec, But what reason is there for the army of the ArgiTta 
to kindle beacon -ti res ? 

Cno. I know not; but to my mind it is very saspicioos. 

Uec Know that, this fearing, thou wouldst fear every 
thing. 

Cho. Xcver before did the enemy kindle so great a light. 

Hec Nor did they ever so basely fall in the flight of 
battle. 

Cno. Tiiou didst achieve this ; therefore consider present 

Hec. There is against foes a simple word, — "Arm handi.* 

CiiO. And truly hither cornea .i£neas, and with much baste 
of loot, having some new matter to inform his friends, 

j£\EAs. Hector, wherefore do the nightly guards tbrongh- 
out the army, having come in terror to thy tents, hold coo- 
verse by night, and [why] is the army in disturbaace? 

Hec. Attire thy body in arms, vKneas. 

JEy. What ia the matter? Is any secret stratagem of our 
enemies announced to be settled during night ? 

Hec. The men are taking flight and embarking ia the 

JE^. What safe evidence of this canst thou allege? 
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IIcc Throo^ aB the wa^ tbej are hanukg beaeooe of 
fire; and thej neB to ae aoc likelj to renain tiiQ iwniDg ; 
but karing kindled tordbei apoa ^hm vefl-baaked fliupa» tbejr 
will in flight mC buI h a m em a rd tnm tLit land. 

JEx. £it ai being aboot to do wbat vader thcae ciiciun* 
f f g nfy y doat tboo ana tbiae band? 

Hec Aa tbej are fljing and leaping upon their ftbipt, I 
wiD reatnin tbem witb mj ffKar^ Mod vill preat bearj upr n 
tbcn ; for it is base fior 0% and beMdet tiie baaeneM z^ eriL 
tbat, wbea the deitj farom, ve ftboixld vithout a battk let 
the eoenj eacape, who bare done maar iILl 

JEs. Woold tboa wen a man oc' good oountc!, at [tbou art 
good]* to Bfe thine land. Bat the eaane one of mcirlab ii fiot 
bom to know all tLingv, bat one gii't belong to rjne p^rs^/n, 
[another to another] ; to tUw. indi^rd, to fight ; bat to othcra 
to take good eoanaeL Tlioa wl^ fonooth, on bearing of tbc 
beacoo-fireSk wast elated with the idea that the Greeks were 
taking flight, and waet aboot to lead the amj, ha% ing pavsed 
orer the ditches daring night. And jet, baring once [A^Hrd 
the hoUow depth of the trenc^ies, if jou do iMt fin«l the tntmy 
fljing from the land, bot facing thj spear, should«t thoj be 
eonqoered indeed, tboa canu not return hither to tl*e city ; for 
how wilt tboa pass ti^e pa]i«a'le9 in tlie flight of batti*:? and 
how again will tlie charioteers pM4 th^ bridges, unk-M th«fy 
break the axles of their chariots ? But if victorious, ycu hnvi; 
the son of Peleas as ah adversarr, wIao will not allow thee Vt 
hori flames upon t!*e »hips, or to carry off the Greeks in the 
manner thoa thinke^t. For he is a fierce man, and towered up 
with boldoeiiw But let us suffer the annj to sleep quiet by 
their shields after tlieir toils in war ; and to me it seun^ '^ijoti 
to send a scout toward the enemy, whosoever shail be willing ; 
and if indeed they are Uking to flight, let us go and fall up^^n 
the army of the Argires ; but if these watch-fires are leading 
to any stratagem, let us, having learned the contrivances of thi; 
enemy from the seoat, take eounseL This is the opinion I 
have, O king. 

Cna This seeass good [to us] ; this do thou, changing thy 
opinion, consider ; for I lore not the strength of commanders 
that atomblea. For what is better than tor a swift scout to 



• Sopply f ft vifM< or umvit, wiik Msuluc. For ika isaiUBc&l cf. IL 
X.7»SM. 
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go ni^h tbe skips, [to mc] why indeed the flvne b being ligfaled 
up ftloDg the drnwifap prows of the ftbipa of ibe coemj ? 

Hec Ye pravul; snce these matters plwae kU. Bot go 
and arrange thine allies ; perhaps tbe annj oa^ mor^ faaniif 
heanl the nightljr advice. But I will Mad a aeoot agiinat 
tlie eneaij. And if indeed we learn anj eoatnvKaee of tb> 
enemy, thou shale hear all, and present s^lt lesni tbe reaaon; 
bill it' thej go away selling off for a flight, do thou, awvitiog 
the voice of the tnimpel, tarry, m I am about to; bat I wOl 
mingle this night with the bulla of tbe slups against tfa« boM 
of [he Argire*. 

jE.\. Send with all haste ; for now tbou tbinkeat aafefir- 
And thou shall see me doing bravely with thee, wbca there it 

Hcc. Who then of the Trojans, who are present at ibto 
conference, is willing to go as a scout to the ships of tka 
Argives ? liVbo will be a benefactor of this land ? wbo nya 
[he will] ? I cannot assist in all things lay ancestral dtj and 
my allies. 

DoLos. I am willing, running this hazard for the coontij, 
to go as A scout to the sliips of ibe Argires ; and I will come 
back, having luamed all the plans of the Greeks. On tbeae 
temis I undertake this tn.^k. 

Hec. Dolon'" is rightly named, and loves tbe city. But 
thou hast now rendered the bouse of your father, before glori- 
ous, twice again as glorious. 

DoL. I must therefore labour, and labouring, bear off a 
worthy reward. For the gain that is added to «vtrj deed 
brings forth a double pleasure. 

Hec Yea, and I say that this is just, and not otberwiae. 
But lix your reward, save only my royal power. 

Dot- I covet not thy troublesome power. 

Hec. But do thou, by marriage, become a kinsman of the 
sons of Priam. 

DoL. I do not wish to marry out of families greater than 
myself, 

Hec. Gold is at hand, if thou oskest this as a reward. 

DoL. But I hare it at home. T lack not meana. 
Hec. What then dost tliou desire of the things that Tnf 
contains? 

>* i. «. the crsflf 0D«. 
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Dou When thoa hait conquered Uie Greeki^ promiBe me 
gifts. 

Hea I will give them ; but do thoa aik aughti sare the 
[eaptiTel genermb of the ships. 

Dou "Skj rtheml I do not ask for thine hands to be re* 
atiained from Alenelaus. 

Hec. Thoo dost not crare of me to receive the son of 
ODens? 

DoL. Useless for agriculture are delicately trained hands. 

Hec. Whom then of the Greeks dost thou wish to possess 
aKTe for thy reward ? 

DoL. I lusTe before said, there is gold in mine house.' 

Hsc. And truly you yourself, Iwing present, shall take 
dKMce of the spoils. 

DoL. Nail them up on the houses of the Gods. 

Hbg. What greater reward wilt thou ask me than these ? 

DoL. The horses of Achilles ; for it behores me to labour 
for a worthy object, risking my life upon the dice of fortune. 

Hbc. And truly tliou art a rival to me of the horses I love ; 
for they, being bom immortal from immortals, bear the valiant 
son of Feleus. But the marine king Noptune, having broken 
them in, bestows them on Peleus, as they say. But having 
excited thee [with hope], I will not deceive thee ; but I will 
give to thee the chariot of Achilles, a most glorious possession 
ID thine house. 

DoL. I commend [thy words] ; and having received them, 
I mj that I shall receive the fairest gift of the Phrygians for 
my strong heart. But thou must not be envious ; thou hast 
ten thousand other things in which thou wilt be delighted, 
being the best man of this land. 

Cao. Great is the peril ; and great are the things thou dost 
think to obtain. Blest indeed wilt thou be, having attained 
thine end ; and the labour is glorious ; and great it is to be a 
kinsman of kings. May justice look down Irom heaven ; but 
mortal matters appear in thee to be perfect 

Dou I will go then ; but having gone to my home and 
hearth, I will becomingly fit my body with armour, and thence 
I will direct my foot to the ships of the Ai^gives. 

Cna Say, whether thou wilt have any Mher garb instead 
of this? 

Dou Such as beoones the deed, and my stealthy walk. 




•* 




fcHiteil imitation of n bcnst along the ground? May lie kill 
Hcnelau-s and may lie bring the head of Agamemaon, a luck- 
less relation, liaving slain him, [nnd place] in the bands of 
Helen a subject for groans, who against our state, who against 
j tlieTroJBn]and,camc, having an armament ofa thousand ships. 
I Messekger. king, may I herenllcr be a messenger to 
I mj mosters of such tilings as I now bear to thee to learn. 
I HEa In trull) there are many foolish things inherent in 
I tbe minds of rustics ; and you indeed seem to be come to tell 
sometliing about the good stale of the floclcB to thy masters, 
' At an unfitting season. Dost thou not know my house, or my 
Sillier'B tlirone, where it is thy duty to prockim thy good 
fortune in llie flocks? 

Mess. Wc are simple shepherds, I deny it not; but none 
the less I bear thee good intelligence. 

Hec. Cense telling mc the foHunes of the fold, [for] I have 
battle and strife in hand. 

Mess. Such matters, too, have I come to relate. For a 

DUO, commanding a force of tifn thousand valiant soldiers, is 

' irending hither as a friend to thee and an ally ro this land. 

Hec. Having deserted the plain of what anc .stral land 7 

Ueas. Of Thrace i and ho is called [the son] of his father 

,1 Stmnon. 

' IIec. Thou sayeet that Rhesus has planted his foot on 
Troy. 

Mess. Thou hast hit it, and hast lightened me of twice 
as many words. 

Hec. And why is he making his way towards (he sacred 
grove of Ida, straying from tlic broad and level waggon track ? 
Mess. I know not accurately ; yet' one may conjecture. For 
by night it is not a trifling thing to lead on ar. army, after 
hearing that the country Is full of a hostile band. And he 
caused a terror to ui rustics, who on the Idic^n height inhabit 
the original '* dwelling, coming by night to the thicket haunted 
by wild beasts. For the Thracian army went along, flowing 
with a loud noise ; and, smitten with fear, we drove our Roc^ 
to the heights, lest any one of the Argives should come to 
pillage and plunder thy folds. Before, indeed, we beard in 

■* Bcfcrriag to ihc tabic ihtt Ida wu iababiled before Tnj was buill 
oa the plain. airoppiZoii Ihcrefare mcani ihai ii ww the Gnt •etilemdil 
of ihs aborisinal inbabiuiiu. Musobavb. 
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«5 fomme glide. dawtSi^Jf ±5^ '»'«^ 

Hsa Man/ friends I al»ji k.!^^ fi«^ 
«»N «d Jore » on our S? »^ ^^f »/•?<« is pwpr 

»l«ai the/ took th«; SSr W? •?**?» *'^ *»• J«««^ 
,„jj^ "w prey, nor Uubag [with them] in tie 

Cno. Deserved]/ tboa bbun««t -»j 

Hec. We are anffident. who bm^s,^ '>en«fit the atj. 

" A TBiy bold metaphor. 
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[This man Rhesus] would cause terror to the enemy, merely 
bang seen.'^ 

Cho. Let him then, since he lias come, come not as an ally, 
Irat as a stranger to the table of a host ; for gratitude towards 
him from the sons of Priam has perished. 

Hea TIiou {to the Chorug) dost advise well; and thou 
(Jto the Metsen^) art a scout opportunely. But on account 
of the messenger's words let Rliesus with his golden armour 
be present as an ally to this buid. 

Cuo. 2klay Adrastea, then, daughter of Jove, restrain envy 
from my lips ;^^ for I will speak as much as is ploaMint to my 
soul to utter. Tliou art come, O son of the river (Strymon), 
thou art come ; thou hast drawn nigh to the Phrygian court, 
most welcome ; since after a long season thy Pierian mother'^ 
mod the fair-bridged river Str}'mon sends thee on, [Str}'roon,] 
who once in watery guise, eddying through the pure boMm of 
the tuneful muso, begat tliy lovely form. Thou to me an ap- 
pearing'^ Jove art come, careering with thy swif\** steeds. 
Now, O country, O Phrygian realm, now, by the grace of 
God, maycst thou say that a Jove of deliverance is nigh. And 
shall ancient Troy again all day celebrate the quaffing feast 
of love, with songs, and with contci^ts of cups passing to the 
right hand and leading astray through wine,'* the Atrida 
having betaken themselves to Sparta by sea from the Trojan 
beach? O friend, maycst thou, having accomplished these 
things for me with thine haml, and thy spear, return home. 
Come, apiiear, present thy nll-goKlcn shield l)cforc the face of 
the son of Peleus, raising it obliquely by the opening of thy 
diariot,'' goading on thy horses, and brandishing thy twofold 

'* Vtter rompam Aristid. toI. i. p. 124, 8, rocavr^ T i/y vwn^^^* 
pirn TMC vapoactirifc tai Tm¥ W9t9v/uvm¥ — mwrt Uap€ti¥ U6tu role 
/kipfSapMC 6^iyMM ft6y¥. Sec the dcfcriptioa of the fiani Gnm in 
Saio Gmnmalicui, Hist. Dan. i. p. 6 tq. 

** i. e. prevent my uttering any thing that may excite envy, while I 
CBlane on the prataci of Rhesus and my conlidence ia hia powerful aid. 
SeeMatth. 

** There is mueh doubt which of the Muaea had thia hoaoor. See 
Vslcr in Prolepg. p. '17 (apiid Dind.). 

>' Cf. va. 370. iXM. 4aKiy^. 

>* Not "dappled," for from ▼<. 301, it appcan that they were white. 
(Bead flreXI«l«^ " while." G. B.] 

** reiC 'wk ree o«yev vopayeveaic r^P p%9v, 8cnou 

* ««p« rim 9x»€rfv mkr^ wtptfipiMP* Scmol. The opeaiag ui the 



''or no one, having withstood tbee, will erer [anuj 
a the level sntu-d sacred to the Axgive Juao;*' bat 
lat pleasant bunhco, perisUi^ bj 
! mighty king, O Thrae^ that 
hast nurtured for thy ruler a [lion's] cub foir to behold. Be- 
gard the gold-anncd might of hia frame, and hear the proud 
rattling of hells tinl:lin'T from the handles of his shield. A 
God, O Troy, a G. the Stiymoiiian foal of 

tbu tuneful Muse b ce;. 

RuK. Hail! thoi ;ood aire, ruler of tiiia 

land. Hector; I acf ng season. And I ra- 

joice tlint thou a littest at the tow«n of 

the enemy; and I orcrtumiog their woUa 

and burning the ha 

IIec. Son of n I. i of the Muses, and of 

the Thracian river & e to speak the truth, and 

am not by noture a d» an. Long, long since it 

behoved thee to come auu lun ..lia land, and not, aa far 

as tliou wast concerned, to leave Troy to fall by the epear of 
Argivc enemies. For thou cnnst not say that, hecause thou 
wast uncalled, thou didst neither come, nor help, nor draw 
nigh to your friends. For what herald or senate of the Phiy- 
giaiis did not come and request thee to aid our city ? And 
whot ornament of gifts did wc not send ? But thou, being a 
native and a hnrbai-ian, hast, as far as thou wast conccnied, br 
a pledge-cup betrayed us barbarians to the Greeks. And yet 
with tliia hand I made thee a mighty king of the Thraciaoa 
instead of a smnll principality; when, around the Pangaean 
[hills] and the territory of tlie Ficonions, falling face to face 
upon the bravest of the Throcians, I broke through their amall 
shields, and having enslaved the people, bestowed them on 
thee. Yet thou, Imving spumed the great favoor of tbeae 
things, comcst late to aid thy friends in trouble. But the/ 



1 



WoodknU hai « 



" Before bim 'kits th^ golden shield 
Obliquely raisin], that meteor of the field. 
Vault from thy (Juriol with unriraird miehl 
And bniidiih vjih each deituoui hand a lanet." 
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who ire no relatioos to 08» being long rinoe preaent, some, 
hsYing fidlen, lie in heaped-up graves^ [ft proof ofl no «maU 
Udelitj to our city ; but others in anna and bj tbe norae chft- 
riola iU>ide, enduring the cold blaata, and the thiratj heat of 
the God, not pledging each other on eouchea with frequent 
drinkinga'' of cupe, as didst thou. Thus I reproach and speak 
to thee face to face^ that thou majeat know that Hector is 



Rhe. Such too am I, cutting the straight path of dis- 
eoursey and I am not bjr nature a man of duplicity. And I 
too was worn awaj, bearing a deeper pang at heart** than 
thou, at being absent from this land. But in a neighbouring 
land the Scythian people went to war with me as I was 
about to set out on a journey towards Troy ; and I came 
to the shores of the Euxine Sea, having ferried over my 
Thradan troops. There a blooty dot*^ of Scythian blood 
was shed by my spear, and Thracian slaughter was minsled. 
Such an acddent indeed hindered me from reaching the IVo- 
jan plain, and coming as an ally to thee. But now that I have 
conquered tliem, taking their children as hostages, [and] 
having ordained an annual tribute [for them] to bring to my 
boose, I am come, having passed through the mouth of the Pon- 
tos in ships ; but, for the rest, passing on foot over the bound* 
aries of the land ; not, as*^ thou proudly vauntest of my was* 
sailings, nor resting in all*golden abodes, but sloeplcss m this 
dasped cloak I have known and felt such ice-congealing blasts 
as come violently upon the Thracian Sea and the Psonians. 
And I have come late indeed, but yet opportundy ; for thou 
hast already been fighting for ten years, and hast accom* 
plished nothing ; but from day to day art hazarding the dice- 
throws of war against tlie Greeks. But for me one sun's light 
shall suffice to destroy tlidr bulwarks, and fall upon their 
ahip-stations, and to slay tlie Greeks ; and on the next [dav] 
I wiU return home^ having cut short thy labours. And let 
none of you raise a shield with* his hand; for I wiD restrain 

■ Ob the i^wnc see my nolo on Cvd. 417. 

• CC Much. OMwph. tbS. Armc ^ 4««( '■(f^- Theoerit u. 17. 

• MmAu Pen. 816, wikawc tifmrw^rmyic^TIXmrmt^. 8m sliO 
Vstcr. 

• I pialK Vatsr'i eomctMS, 94% ^mt^ with D'imimL 
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tlie Greeks who vamxt greatly in the Bpear, nbdobg Ihi^ 

althougU I have urived late. 

Cuo. lo! lo! thou Qtierest pleasant thin^; tfaoa ait ■ 
friend from Jove, oalj let the supreme Jore be wiOiiig to 
nvert unconquerable envy at thy words. Bat the fleet of 
ships from Greece neither before, nor now, has ever conv^vd 
iLny man more mighty than thou. How, I pray, shall Achil- 
les, how shall Ajax be able to endure ihy spear? I wish I 
could see this day, O king, that cliou mtghtest with the 6pc*r 
reap the fruits of thy many-slaughtering hand. 

Rue. I will make thee to do Guch things aAer my long ab- 
sence — but I speak it with AdiKstia — and when wa ran^ 
this city free froni the enemy, and thou ohtainest the spoQi, I 
am willing with ihee to lead an army against the land of the 
Argivcs 1 and coming there, to lay waste the whole of Grceee 
with the spear, that they in turn may learn bow to auflTer evilly. 

IIec. If, released from this present evil, I shall inhabit the 
city secure as before, in truth I shall acknowledge great grvd- 
tudc to the Gods. But in respect to Argos, and the district 
of Greece, it is not so easy to ravage it, as thou sayest. 

KiiE. Do they not say that these who have come are tbe 
best of the Greeks? 

Hec. Ay, and I do not dad fault with them; but we bare 
BufTicicnlly repelled them. 

Rue. Shall we not, having slain these, have done thewbt^ 
work? 

Hec Do not consider things far off, letting go what ia oeer 
at hand. 

RnE. It seems enough for ihce to suffer, but not to do. 

IIcc. For I, being here, rule a large dominion. But either 
on the left or the right wing, or among the allies in tbe mid* 
die, thou mnyest plant and post thy army with light shields. 

Rue. Hector, I desire to figitt with the enemy alone ; but 
if thou ihinkest it base not to join in burning the steiru of 
the ships, having laboured during'the long time already i-imtnl. 
place me in front against AcIuUes and his army. 

Hec. It is not possible to place the hostile spear agaian 
him. 

RnE. And yet there was a report that he sailed to Troy, 

IIec. He sailed, and is present ; but being full of wrath 
against the genenils, he raises not bis spear witli them. 
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Roe. Who then after him is second in glory of the ftrmy ? 

Hfic ^QX and the son of Tydeus seem to me to be nought 
inferior; but there is that most craftj rattkr Ulysses, a man 
tofficiently bold in spirit, and who has most insulted this land. 
Ile^ having come by«night into the shrine of Minenra, stole 
away the statue [oi the Goddess],*^ and carries it off to the 
shins of the Greeks. And then as a wanderer, having a beg- 
gars garb^" he entered the fortifications ; and invoked many 
evils upon the Argives, being sent as a spy over Troy. And 
liaving sbin tlie guards and keepers of the gates, he went off; 
but he is always found in ambuscades, sitting around tlie 
Thymbncan altar near the city ; and we contend with a mis* 
cbievous plotter. 

RnE. No man of high soul deigns to kill his enemy privily ; 
but going face to face. But for this fellow, who^ thou sayest, sits 
in arobusli, and contrives devices, I, having taken him alive, 
will impale his spine, and place him at the outlets of the gates, 
a banquet for winged vultures. For being a thief, and having 
pillaged the temples of the Gods, it behoves him to perish by 
this fate. 

lice Now indeed pitch your tents ; for it is night. And 
I will show you a place where your army may pass the night 
apart from the ranks. And ''Fhccbus'' is the watchword, if 
there be any need ; remember, having heard if, and tell it to 
the Thracian host. )iut it behoves you, going a little before 
the ranks, to keep guard on the alert, and to receive Dolon the 
spy of the ships. For truly, if indeed he is safe, he is already 
approaching the Trojan comn. 

Cuo. Whose is the guard r Who takes my turn ? The first 
signs are setting, and the seven Pleiades* are in the sky, and 
tl^ Eagle glides midway through heaven. Awake ! Why 
do ye deby ? awake from your beds to watch. See ye not 
the brilliancy of the moon ? Mom, mom indeed is approach* 
ing, and hither is one of the forerunning ** stars. 

** la compaaj with Diomcde. Cf. Virf. JEn. U. l&l m. On fkm 
kufB ia quettion •(• Eloctr. 1251. Iph. Taur. 87 mq. cSillimtck. ia 
Pkiua. 39. 

» Cf. Hecttb. 330, 07«6^ ifnV i}X9fc 'lXi«v tmrmwnv^c, A»nX«m> r' 

Tam b a putikal aoachroaiia ia the mention of thcoo ciiciuMUacoi, 
as thrv took pkco after the death of Rhccat. 
•• CX iph. AaL 7 SM. • I laad wp^pi^mw. with Ma^ 
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Sku. 'WkH laB been appointed to the first watch? 

Sem. Til »y CorcKbua, tlie son of Mj-gdon. 

Sem. Ai 'ho nfter him ? 

Sem. The i iconian troop an-oke up the CUkun. 

Sem. But the Xtjaians us.** 

Sem. Is it : ot tbea time for^m to go and awake up the Lj- 
cinns to the fi ' " he falling of the lot ? 

Cho. And \ tuQeful nightiDgale, de- 

slroyer of her cl *' hymning, with a roioe 

like n many-stt cures of 1^ bed. And 

still do the flock ^&r the eoand of a night- 

wandering pipe. the seat of mine ejrexi 

for most sweett e eyes at dawn." 

Skji. Why I iw nigh, whoca Htetor • 

urged on es a I 

.Skm. I fear, bsent. 

Sf.m. But lub t hidden i 

'fThis would percnancc oc leanuuj' 

Sem. I prockim that we rouse the Lycians to the fifth 
watch, according to the turn of their lot. {Exit CnoRcs.) 
[£«fcr Ultsses and Diomede.] 

Ult!. Diomcde, didst thou not hear — or ia it an empty 
noise that drops on my eara — a certain sound of arms F 

Diou. Xo, but tiic iron traces hanging by the borse-cfaariots 
rattle ; and fear indeed possessed me, until I perceived that 
it was the clang of horse traces. 

Ulys. Beware, lest in the gloom you encounter the guards. 

DiOM. I will take care of this, making my way tluougfa 
darkness. 

L'lvb. But if however thou shouldst stir [any odc^ dost 
thou know the watchword of the army? 
* Sec Dindorf. 

" I ba.\a fuJlowpd (lie Scboliiil knd H»(li. Then u oo diffically 
cxccpl ill Ihe EDVeniDicnt of Zi/i^trof, with which iIm Scholiut would 
undcnLond in. Dindoifdenie* Ihit, and Joins 4f">« "*rat, (cC Anaot. 
on Soph. (Ed. Tjr. S.) reading /aXeroiif — (lifittiyaf. I'eiiupa ao mlUr- 
Biian whiileTer i* needed, if we irautUle q^ c. f, " ultinc on ths Wpi>d-i 
ktainrd banlu of Simoia." Cf. Vin. .£n. i. IM. 
" Cr. Moachiu ii., ijjiti F 4^ ITvi^ Srt jXiKuir |UXir*c fi><ifi- 



dorr. I un t? 



'dx' ir i' tl^ faMpdo. Hcnnaiui, with Ilia apprslMliiH of Dia- 
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Diox. I knoff that ** Phoebus * is the watchword, hearing 
it from Dokm. 

Ults. Ha ! I perceive tliese tents deserted bj the enemy. 

Diox. And jet Dolon said that these were tlie tcnu of 
Hector, apiinst whom this sword is drawn out 

Ults. ^Vhat can it be then ? lias the troop gone away ? 

Diosc. Perhaps in order to set up some device against us. 

Ults. For Hector now is bold, bold, since he is victorious. 

Diosc. Wliat then shall we do^ Ulysses ? for we do not find 
tlw man in his tent, but we have failed of our expectations. 

Ults. Let us go with all haste nigh to the ship-stations ; 
fiir some one of the Gods who renders him fortunate, preserves 
him ; but we cannot compel fortune. 

Diov. Must we not then go against JEneas, or Paris, the 
most hateful of the Phrygians, and behead them with the 
•word. 

Ults. And how, searching amid the gloom tlurough the army 
of the enemy, wilt thou be able to slay these without risk ? 

DiOM. Yet it is base at least to return to the ships of the 
Argives, having done no new deed against the enemy. 

Ults. How hast thou done nothing? Do vre not preserve 
these spoils, having slain Dolon, the spy of the sliip-stationa ? 
Do you think to destroy the whole army ? Be persuaded ; let 
us return. And may fortune be well. 

Minerva, {appeari^ig.) Whither^ indeed do ye go from the 
Tircjan ranks, leaving [them], being bitten at heart, because 
the deity grants not for you to slay Hector or Vwsn ? And 
have ye not leapit that a warrior ally, Rhesus, 1ms come to 
Troy in no triirial guise? Whom, if he lives out this night till 
dawn, the spear of neither Achilles or ^ax will restrain from 
ravaging all the ship-stations of the Argives, having under* 
mined their walls, and made a wide passage through the gates 
with his spear. Him having slain, thou wil: possess all. But 
let alone the tents of Hector, and the cutting off of his head ; 
Ibr death will befall him at another^s hand. 

Ults. Minerva, my mistress, for I perceiired the accus- 
tomed sound of thy voice ; for being present in my toils, thou 
ever aidest me. but tell us where is the man resting, and 
where in the barbarian army is he stationed. 

** The eooftmetioQ ii^ «t7 14 X^^. Tf. U ral. Xiv. avnic* DmD. 
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Muc. Ear« 1)0 reits near at hand. &nd is not mingled m'tl 
th« umxt but IlMtor has given him n re$ting-pkce witboot 
the naki, until tlio night siiiill be chnnged into day. And 
cloM bj, his ivhite steeds are fastened to the Thracion chviot, 
conspiewMii in the gloom ; and the; shine like the wing tt > 
ri^-er mn. Having slain their master, bear these kwsj to 

jour bowr, a niMt glo:^! " for there is no place where 

the eaith contains such [eeds. 

Ult*. Dionicdc, do >lay the Thracian people : 

or let ma do to, «ud 1 :o take care of the steeds. 

DnUL I will tlaj 1 slialt subdue the sle«ds ; 

for thoa Krt skilful in < and wise to think ; and it 

behov«t one to ploce a le can be of most arsiL. ' 

UtK. And irutj I *n her towards us Alexander, 

having beard from son scertain report aboot tho 

enenf having arrived. 

Diov. Goes be alone, c >en? 

MlN. Alt>iif, anJ. iL- it 5pems, uc is going to the tents of 
Hector, to announce that spies over the annj are come. 

DiOM. Must not this man die, then? 

Mi\. Thou canst not do more than fate ; and it is not law- 
ful fi>r thb man to die by thine hkid. But haste against him 
to whom thou beareat fatal slaugiiter. And I, aeeming, as 
lii.H ally, Venus, to stand by this man in trouble, will give an- 
swers 10 your enemy with insincere words. And this indeed 
I li.ive spoken : but he, whom it behoves to sofier, oeitber 
knows nor has heard my words, although near. 

IRAKIS. Thee, Hector, I sdJress, the general, and mj bro- 
ther. Art thou asleep ? Is it not thy duly to be awake ? Sinc« 
an enemy draws nigh to our array, either thieves or spies. 

Mi\. B« of good cheer; I, benignant Venus, guard thee; 
and thy war is a care to me, nor do I forget the honour fl re- 
ceived from thee], and I commend thee, having been treated 
wvU at thine bonds. And now I am come to the pncpcrooi 
Trojaii army, escorting a man, who is a great friend to tbee, 
the Thracisn son of the poetic Goddess SJuse, and be is called 
[the son] of bis father f>tr^-mon. 

Par. tvcr indeed art thou well-disposed towards the citj 
and myself, and in thee I judge and say that I have procured 
Ibr this city the greatest treasure in life. But I am come, 
not having distinctly heard ; but a certain report has falka 
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amongil the guards, that •couts are come from the Greeks. 
But be who knows tliem not, says so ; and he, who saw them 
corner eannot saj [for certain] ; on which account I have come 
to the tents of Hector. 

Met. Fear nothing ; there is nothin;; new in the army, and 
Hector has gone away to arrange the Tliracian troops. 

Pab. Thou indeed persuadcst me, and trusting to thy words^ 
I, freed from apprehension, will go to guard my ranks. 

Mcr. Go ; for consider that all tliinc affairs are my cliargc, 
•o as to see my allies successful ; and thou too slialt know my 
ffood wilL (Rcii Paris.) But you I bid, my %'ery hearty 
friend, O son of Laertes, to put up your sharpened swords. 
For the Thracian general lies [dead], and his steeds are taken, 
and the enemy, liaving perceived it, are qpming against you. 
But you must with all liaste fly to the stations of the ships. 
Why do ye deby to save your life from the descending bolt 
of the enemy ? (Ciio. rt^entrrt,) 

Cna Ha ! ha ! strike, strike, strike, strike ; smite, smite ; 
who is this man? Behold, I mean this one. The thieves, 
who in the gloom are rousing tliis army. Hither, hither, 
erery one. These I have, and these I have seized. Wliat is 
thy speech ? whence coniest thou ? of what country ? 

Ulvs. It is not for thee to know ; for this day*^ shalt thou 
die, if thou doest [me] harm. 

Sem. Wilt thou not sjieak the watchword, before tlie spear 
through thy breast ? 

Ulys. Stop \^ be of good cheer. 

Sex. Draw niglu Strike, strike. 

Se3C. Didst thou then slay Rhesus? 

Ults. No, [I slew] him wlio would have shun thee. 

Sesc. Stop, every one. 

Sem. I will not tarry. 

Sem. Ha ! smite not a friendly man. 

Sex. What then is the watchword ? 

Ults. Phcebus! 

Sex. I take it Restrain each man his spear. 

Sex. Knowest thou whither the men have gone? 

Sex. I saw them hereabouts. 

* laplTiag a threat, at ta Vin(. JExu ii. 670, " nunqua omnn AWW 
BriMiiir imUti" Cf. PUuu Cure v. 3, 1 1. Tcr. Aadr. i. 2, S&. 

• I iMd \9xn. wiik B€Mka. 
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Sex. Go och one bAo- their f oo mef M, or a aj moM bt 

ScJL Bm it u draMtfol to Aibiib flue'a allies in die terrgr 

Cmk. in« MU baa gou? 'mtal [nanl who, bsTiiig 

««c*iKdMrhv' — — . 1.- . -jtnu^go? ^Vbera ahall I 

tDoctwiAUaai enlum? who iadsed haa 

peactntti doo^ atnfU Cool, KOd thm^ 

Um nnka Bad tk rit. Wu lie ■ Tk«e[aa, 

or me i aha tio j of the LocrinH? Or 

does be fusses. va ifae iciuda? Vbov 

wl^=« vu b * What MiprBBie pawn- 

MuL ]>tlaa arofwkoB? 

Sex. mjri kj pntioMB aeta ? 

StJi. nial. 

Sex. WlgrtHM,!! 

Sex. A! lea*! [he t„ ooia toTrird; os. 

Seh. AVLose coun»«, ^uid] vbom dost thon ccmineDd ? 

Seji. Uljssei. 

Sen. Do not pnisc tLe crafiy spear of a thief. 

CliO- He came likewise before, having his eje< obscured," 
arrived in taiiered gariDciitS, secretlj armed with a sword in 
hU gsratenti. And craving iustenaoce, be waodered aj soqie 
beggar-slave, having bis head dose shorn and squalid with 
tilth. And as though an eaeznj to the genenl, be uttered 
nianj evil imprecations against the roj^ bouM of tbe Atridc 
May be perUh, perish with all justice, before be plasts bis 
foot -print on tbe land of tbe Ptujgians. 

Sol Whether it were Uljsses, or not, fear pocsei 

Sui. For Hector will find fault** with us guards. 

Sek, Saving what? 

Sejl Suspecting — 

Se3>l That we have dooe what ? VTbj art tboa afiaid ? 

Seu. That be passed bjr us. 

Sem. What man ? 

Sex. Tbej who this oigbi came into tbe armj of tltt 
Phrygians. 



1 



■V t^aXmr nraar, ai; iraiitki aff*;. acitoLi*n. 
" Correct DiadcrTi Ij^opapbicsl cnw to pi/r^^rti. 
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lEuier the Cqauoteeb </ Ruebc'S.] 
Cbab. Alas ! alas heaTj mischance of furtuM ! AJm ! 



Cna Ah ! Be silent alL Sit down ; for pcrcLajiw: mmm 

_ falls into the net 

CoAB. Alas ! alas! beaTj calamity of the Thncliii:! ^\\*s^. 

Cna Griianin^ at wliat ? 

CoAiL Alas! alas! Wretched I, and l5»ou tvj, ViU^^^ */ *\^. 
"Xlincians. O tLoa who liast seen Hioct Lat^fui Trc^ ; wxi^t 

end oi life ha* M-ized tliec ! 

Cnoi IMiO art tl^j^ of oar alii«rfr ; nxLA tt^. j^'/ml w 
flight is db«cure. aai I d t &« p^rccii* jv^ r,KiUir. 

CoJUL IMierv K-ill I fi»d Krtx«* ow: '/ rjjit 7 f-j^u?. « u:*^'* ' 
WlMrre then does H«c:or <^3yj t>*7* ux«09 i^t *-. **-jC ' V** 
vhich of tb#e in*;^norf of tiit *nLT 4.luL I ii<uj>. r. « !*•/•• » ' 
J^liM ! alas ! wl^: tl^ap Lit* vt fr^f*,-*^- r ii-.r: v>v;u.*». '-••>?'*« 
jome one Las dvo* i> '-c. lijC .1(::.:>>^-' 14; i .:•:: ;'x«i*>,-', t^ ■ ■ 
A cull the csixiie*: z^^^ f'-c 'iit 7 ; •"«•-.;.':,« 

ajf far as I >ara tij s-ctnir -'•*>:• " ■ i y.r^t 

Chak. Ti»^ ar=.T iju >*?" m*»<. -.^ . -..^ ..t* >.•« ^^ •- • 
ftfcaltLj b>^. A^ - i.^-* Via.-. :-i..i -/ i vr,«v • •"" ■•' 

ihln'is «"i«t-rr «^-^ ""•^-.'- -.-^ ; :. :* ;^-. •'• ' 
faxed Jl* =«t s^t l.-^"«i# v. v-» ^i.-i^. ji*.. - „ • rir -. a ^ 

CxiAS. t -f -1 i«.v. ;.-.*w ^ .>.;. .. ..,,. 



:^ 



■J Wit •^ .. • -J" ,-, '.^ • 

J* • •• ^"^ . 






for ooe's u^na^ 2#;r -»■ 



> • 



* • • 



••• 



■»/ 



e' 



aue ▼«» WIT tf~s4 A^' -,<^ 



* ■ ' ^ ^' 






» ' 



^-J 









1^ ^M» ^ ..,. .fc^ 



« •,«-«' 



asleep. But I, ceasing from sleep, was, tLrough my anxious 
heart, mensuring out corn for the horses with unsparing biad, 
expecting that I sliould ^oke them for the moniing'a engage* 
tnent. And I Mw two men iroTersing around our wmy 
ihroug!) the donse ploom ; but when I wns on the move, thej 









Ajid I gave Ibcm warning 


not to approa 




; that some tliievee of our 


on-n fillies were 




[answered] notbios ; nor 


do Ikncwaufr'' 






■d, and went to rest again. 


But during m 






appeared to njc. For on 


the marea wh 






sus, was wont lo tend and 


drive, 1 saw 






tout backs of the animal*. 


and lashing w 






r of the borse-hidcs, th^ 


(the wolves) 






>rses) on ; who snorted, 


breathing wra 






** and shook tbeir manes 


with terror. «.i%. 






up, driving off ibe wild 


beasts from the ste 






rror excited rmel. And 


raising my bead, 1 


near in 


groan of dying penons'; and ■ 


warm stream from 


the sla 


ghter of my master besprinkles 


me ivith tlie young blood 


of him as he lay dying sadly. 


And I leap up on 


my feet 


withm 


r hand empty of a spear ; 



and, as I seek and hunt after mj sword, gome strong 
man standing by strikes me under the ribs; and I felt*' I 
had received the deep furrow of a wound. And I fall pros* 
tratc; but they, seizing the chariot and horses, turned away 
their feet in flight Alas ! alas ! pain wears me, and no 
longer can I wretched stand. And the calamity indeed I 
know by Laving seen it ; but in what manner they who aiv 
fallen have perished, I cannot say, nor by whose band. Bat 
yet I can conjecture that we suffered these sad things at the 
hands of our friends. 

Cno. Tbou charioteer of the Thracian who has fared thus 
ill, do not suspect that it was not the enemy who did these 
things. But Hector himself, having heard the calamity, is 
coming ; and, as it seems, grieves at your troubles. 

Hec. How, ye who have done most dreadful ills, did ifnei 
coming from the enemy thus shamefully escape your nodoe, 

*• The Vaiicaa Scboliu 
ji<"Tipmf. Vklet remuks, Ilut OaXa/iat i 
onilar meuphor. 

" Would sol n^uv be more nimcl t 
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and bow has the army been destroyed ; and je neither repelled 
thoae entering the camp^ nor going out ? Who but thyself 
shall pay the penalty of this? For thee indeed I appointed 
to be a watch over the army. But they are gone off unscathed, 
laughing heartily at the cowardice of the Phrygians and at 
me the general. Know then this well, and father Jove is my 
witnesSi that either the scourge or the death by beheading 
shall await thee, having done such things as thcM ; or think 
thai Hector is notliing and a coward. 

Cua Alas ! alas ! a great contest, O thou city-ruling power, 
then came to me, when I came to thee as messenger, that the 
army of the Argives had kindled fires around their ships ; 
for I have neither closed my sleepless eye, nor gone to sleep 
daring the night; no, by the streams of Simois. Be not 
thoa wrath with me, O king, for I am guiltless of the whole 
matter. But if in time thou leamest aught of offence in 
deed or word, send me alive beneatli the earth: I ask no 
mercy. 

Char. Why dost thou threaten these men, and being a 
barbarian, seek to deceive the senses of me a barbarian, 
weaving mere words ? Thou hast done this thing ; we would 
receive no other account, we who liave suffered, and they 
who are wounded, lliere is a need, indeed, of a long and 
clever harangue, by which tliou wilt persuade me tluit thou 
didit not Slav my friends, being in love with the steeds, for 
the sake of which thou murderest thine allies, having ei\joined 
Uiem much to come. They came ; they are dead. With better 
Seeming did Paris vioUte hospitality, than dost thou murder 
thine allies. For do not say that some one of the Argives 
^ame and destroyed us ; for wIkh having passed by the de- 
tachments of the Trojans, could have come to us, so as to 
escape notice? Thou and tlie Trojan army were stationed 
Xefore us. Who then is wounded, who is dead of thy allies, 
^vhen tiie enemy came, as thou sayest? But both we are 
^vrounded, and they, who have suffered worsen behold not the 
light of the sun. In a word, I lay no charge against any of 
t^ Greeks. For who of the enemies coming by night could 
liave found out the tent of Rhesus, except some one of the 
Gods had informed his murderers ? They did not even know 
that he was comei but these matters thou hast eootrived by 
stratagem* 



SW-MO. 



KnESca. 
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Hec. For ail the time the Grecian h(Kt has been in tUt 
land, «'e have raaile use of allies; and I know I hav* IM 
henrd any complaint from them ; and should we begia fisn 
the«? Never mny such a love of steeds seize on me:, ao U to 
lead mu to murder friends. But this Ulysses 



"ver bare done or ftlotted 

disturbs laj mind, lest 
1 him ; for having beea 
t appear. 
* whom iliou speakesi ; 

enemy. 

ccms good to thee. 
Id that I might die in 

owd of those wfao baT« 



what 01 hc] 
it? But I drei., 
he shall have met 
already a long tin» 

CiiAK. I know ' 
but we were stric 

Hec. Then th 

CnAR. lane 
thee. 

Hec. Die not ; 
died. 

Char. Whither crell of Ay mmster ? 

Hec. My house siinu ...«i: m.- ..^„ thee. 

CiiAit. And how shall the hands of the munlerers care 
forme? 

IIec. This man will not cease repeatinj 

CiiAit. May the iloer perish ! for my ti 
wartls thee, as thou boastest, but justice knows. 

Hi:c. Take hold [of iiim], and lead him into my boose; 
and take care tliat he has no cause of complaint. But it be- 
hoves you to go to those within the walls, to Priam and his 
elders, and command that they bury the dead at the tamings 
of the public ways. 

Cuo. Why docs a changed power lead Troy hack from its 
great good fortune to mourning ? What is it designing ? Alas ! 
alas ! oh ! oh ! what deity above our beads, O king, is bearing 
funeral-wise in her arms a fresh corse ? I dread as I heboid 
this ill. 

Muse. It is for you to perceive, O Trojans i for I, being 
one of Qiy sister Pluses, "having honour among the wise, am 
present, beholding this mj dear son pileously dying at the 
hands of the enemy, whom crafty Ulysses having slain, shall 
in time hereaAer pay the fit penalty. With a lament pro> 
ceeding from myself, I bewail thee, child, thou grief to 
thy mother. What a journey didst thou make to Troy, ill- 
fortuned and wretched, setting out in despite of myself wbo 



I 
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refused [thy going], and of thy sire who begged thee. Woe 
b me, for th^ O darling, darling head, my child, alas ! 

Caa As far as befits one, who not shanng in the family, 
•I with grief commiserate thy son. 

McsB. Perish the grandson of Oeneus,^ and perish the son 
of Laertes, who has made me childless of a most noble-bom 
odspring ; and Helen, who left her home, and sailed away, 
having approached a Phrygian bed. Beneath Troy she de- 
stroyed thee indeed fat Troy fi^ O dearest one^ and emptied 
innumerable cities of brave men. 

Ah ! much didst thou pain my soul, both liring, and de- 
scending into Hades, thou son of Philammon. For the insult 
which caused tliee to stumble, and thy strife with the Muses, 
baa made me to bring forth this unhappy son. For as I 
passed through the rirer stream, I approached the genial 
couch of Strymon ; when we Muses came to the golden-grained 
crag of Ptog«!um, equipped with instruments for a mighty 
contest of melody with the too clever Thracian bard, and we 
^leprived Thamyris^ of sight, who had much reviled our art. 
And when I brought thee forth, being ashamed of my sisters 
and mine own Tirginity, I sent thee to the eddies of thy 
watery sire ; and Strymon gives thee not to a mortol hearth 
to educate, but to the fountain nymphs. There being most 
excellently brought up by the virgins, thou wast as tht> first 
of men, king over Thrace, my child. And I feared not that 
thoa woulddt fall, while marshalling blood-loving valour in 
defence of thy country-land ; but I forbad thee ever to ap- 
proach the city of Troy, foreseeing thy fate ; but the embas- 
sies of Hector and innumerable meetings of old counsellors 
persaaded thee to come and assist thy friends. And of all 
this death Minerva is the cause, and nought did^ Ulysses, nor 
tlie son of Tydeus, when they did this. Think not that this 
is anknown to me. And yet we sister Muses honour thy city 

* Diomede, the ton of Tydeat. 

* Ab abtiird tiid hopdcsi interpolatioo. 8«e Diadort 
** ** Of tke paniihineDt of TluuBjrrii thcrt m differtat arooonts anoof 

^dsau; for Homer tUtet that he wis hliaded bj the Howe, bat the 
_ poeU feigned that he paid the peaaltj of hie offnwe ia Hedee. 
^^Iat0, on the contrtrr, aiterU that he choee the life of a aiihtaasale ia 
i^ihadee.** VATta. 

«»!•«. what they did was not by their own iesiga, bat by the p 
•f theGoddoM. 
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cbiefly, a^ 'requent thy land, and Orphcua, lunaouui** of 
this unhn youth, whom thou hast sluo, showed forth lh« 
rites of th Iden mysteries ; and Phoebus, and we his aisten^ 
have traiow jp MuBsns, thy venerabte cituen, and ooe abon 
all advanced ^ia art]. Yc^ as a reward for these things, I 

mourn, lioli] — "~ ~" b ; and I will charge bo 

other contri> the blame. *^ 

Cuo. In ' bracian charioteer** re- 

buked thee, L. , death against this man. 

3Ii^c. I knei leed of aeers to tell oaa 

that he had pe<* Ulysses. But perceiving 

the army of f gainst my country, how 

could I hesitau friends, to ootae and aid 

this Iiind? I ei ue, came to toil with me. 

Yet I am in n( th ; and now I am resdj 

both to erect a >urn with liini the splta^ 

dour of ten the. ing come aa a friend, 1m 

has iie(iiir(ed by &n uniucby iruiuim. 

Muse. He shall not go beneath the dariE-vested plain of 
the earth, so earnestly will I beseech the nymph beneath, the 
dnughtur of thn fruitful Goddess Ceres, to give up his aooL 
For she is a debtor to me, so as to wish to seem to honour the 
fricnda of Orpheus. And for me, indeed, he will hereafter be 
as one dead, and not beholding the light ; for he will never come 
into the same place, nor see his mother's form ; but hidden in 
the caves of this silver-mined earth, he will lie as a man- 
diemon,*^ beholding the light, like as the interpreter of Bac- 
chus^ inhabits the Pangcean rock, a venerable deitj to 
those who are wise. But I will bear with ease*' the gri«f of 
the marine Goddess ; for it behoves him also to die, who 



• Fi,i Orpheus w 



I the ton of the sister of Rhemu' mother, i. e. of 



lO ri^t interpretation, eitabtiited bv Dindorf. The t 
«U7 undenlood " DO other mmttrel, M WoodhuU has 



CeWmpa. 
" Tbii 

menlJVlors usudl^ uj 

** !io Diod. in NoL 

*> So Hcsychiui ho* fiporalaliiiv, tt/tiBiat. Rhesni would ba wor- 
shipped M • hero, perhaps ts •amething greater, oa •ccoont of Lis dirina 

** LjrcuTguf ia nrobably ncant. See 5tu*ETaTe. 

** ^or for PaUiv. MutOR. DrHD. The aeiue is : " I shall bear with 
cose [he calamil; of Tbetii in losing her son Achilles, atDM I have njrwir 
•udcred Iha tame nutfortune." 
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is tpnuig from her. But first indeed we sisters will cele- 
Imite thoe with lamentations, and then hereafter with grief 
Achilles, the son of Thetis. Pallns, who slew thee, shall not 
delirer him ; such a dart docs tlie quiver of Apollo preserve.^ 
O calamities of child-bearing, labours of mortals, since, who-* 
ever does not correctly sum you up will live childless, and 
will not beget children and bury them.^' 

Cno. He then is now the care of his mother to inter ; but 
it, Hector, thou desirest to do any of the matters placed before 
thcc^ there is the power ; for the li^ht of day dawns. 

Hec. Go^ and command our allies to bo quickly armed, 
harness the necks of the coupled steeds. But it behoves 
them, having firebrands, to await the sound of the Tyrrhe- 
nian^ trumpet, since, having passed the army and fortresses 
of the Greeks, I have good hope that I shall hurl fire nguinst 
their ships, and that the coming rays of the sun will bring 
the day of freedom to the Trojans. 

Cna Obey the king ; let us go fortli, clad in arms and let 
OS proclaim tliose commands to our allies ; and perchance tho 
deity who is on our side may grant victory* 

" Qm fM noriV, situ liberit vicei, ruqm Hi I'l, ^ibu$ liberi tnttt, eoi 
•V 9mf^ itn c«t quod /Hix trit, cartHS /mmer§ /tftrroryin.** 



•• a. Lobcck OB Soph. Aj. 17. 



// 



THE END. 



JOUH CUILM AMD SON, SbVOAT* 
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